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The Tranſlators Addreſs to the 


Ladies of this Nation, 


L ADI1I Ba __ 
Fa © a5 1 hinksI ſee your curious Eyes ad- 
(N82) Fall vancing apace to behold this Novel- 
tie, this fair Gallery of. Heroick Wo- 
men, firſt erected in France to the 
ji Honcurandinſtruction of your Sex, 
P| and now tranſported into England up- 
Wil on the ſame Account. 
Ox SIPC apo Theſe Gallant Feroeſſes repaired 
Mer WY firſt from all theRegions of Hiſtory 
tothe Court of France to lay down their Crowns atthe Queen 
Regents Feet: This Ceremonic and Duty performed, they 
had a deſire to paſle the Sea, and inform themſelves of the con- 
dition and ſtate of this Iſland ; And findingno Queen here to 
whom they might render the ſame obedience, they reſolved to 
addreſs themſelves to you, hoping to finde amongſt ſuch noble 
Company, ſome Ladies, who reſemble them at leaſt in part of 
their Vertues, if not inall. 
A Voyage of this Nature deſerves the beſt Entertainment ; 
And the moſtſumptnous Feaſt you can ſet forth to ſuch illu- 
ſtrious Gueſts in acknowledgement of the Honour they have 
done you by this Viſit, will be the pure oblation of your Hearts 
inflamed with adeſire to follow their Glorious ſteps, and imi- 
tate their Exemplar Vertues. 
The 


The converſation of ſuch brave women cannot chuſe but beg, - 


moſt delightful and inſtru@ive to you: and ſome of your hours. & 


| aſſure my ſelf, will be well imployed in giving aſerious Atten.- 
tion tothe Stories of their renowned Actions and inreflecting 
chiefly on the examples of thoſe Chriftan Heroeſſes, who beau- 
tifie this rich StruQure, and contribute moſt to your Imitation. 
Their gallantry 1s ſo perfeRt,asyou need notdoubt,butthey will 
oladly ſuffer your noble Hands to take ſome Flowers out of 
their Garlands; which if well applyed, Crowns may be for- 
med ofrthem, and one day placed upon your Heads by ſome 
worthy Perſon of our Countrey, who taking notice of your 
Vertuous Carriagesand improved Actions in this land of trial, 
may hereaftererect a new Gallery, in which your Starnes and 
Names will remain a Spectacle of Honour and Imitation to 
Poſterity. 

I need fay no more, having given you ſufficient matterof 
Fmulation : Its powerful in has ſouls, and obſerved to 
| be particularly grafted in your Sex. . I willnot then detain-you 
any longer from entring into this reſplendent Gallery, but open 
the Door to you by this little tribute of Reſpect, rendredto 
 ycurfair Hands by 


Your moſt Humble Servant 


WINCHESTER. 


The Authors Paadayinal Addich 
to the Queen Regenr. 


eM AD AM, 
. HE FHeroick Women aſſembled in this 

Gallery are come from all parts of H1- 
ſtory tolay downtheir Crowns at your 
= Majeſtics Feet, and to congratulate in 
Ze page| common the Honour you have rendred 

WR toyourSex. Truc its, Madam, that all 
PRA the Eyesof Europe arenow fixd on you. 
—— Andthereareno Mouths ſo little Chri- 
{tian and ſo much ingaged elſewhere, which do notſeriouſly, 
and ſincerely applaud you. 

However, /Madam, | may ſay, that the Company l preſent 
unto you will bring noconfuſion tothe Feaſt. T hey are Soye- 
raign and ]lluſtrious VV omen, who have been like your ſelf, 
the choicelt objects of their Ages : T hey are Victorious Per- 
ſons, whom Vertue and Glory have Cuowned with their own 
Hands. And this muſt needs be a ſweet ſatisfaction to you, that 
ſo many Soveraign and [Iluſtrious VVomen have deſcended 
from their Thrones and T heaters to become your Spectators, 
The Sound and Acclamations of ſo many Heroefſes who ap- 
plaud you with their Hands cannot chulſe but be a pleaſing 
harmony to your Ears. 

T he chief thing, Madam, 1s, that theſe Applaulſes are no 
Stage Repreſentations; that theſe Acclamations are no con- 
ſtrained or purchaſed Flatteries. They are ſerious and legit- 
mate Tributes, which the vanquiſhed pay to their Vi@refs. 
And you have vanquiſhed them with ſo much Grace and Ju- 

{(b) | ſtice ; 


Panegyrick Epiſile. 
ſtice; the Advantages you. have over them are ſo charming, 
and your, emulation hath been ſo modeſt, as there is not one a- 
moneſt them who1s not thankful and well pleaſing with your 
Vieory. $a; $41] 9} 

This Victory, e adam, fo acceptable.tothe Vanquiſhed, 
is intirely Y ours, It is notot your Regency ; It 1s of your 
whole Perſon: And though it be.Peaceable and free from 
blood, yetit is not infer1our to thoſe tumultuary and bloudy 
Victeries you have gained in the gcnerall diſtemper of all 
Eyrope. It 1s certainely your great glory;to have overcome on 
the Rhein, on the two Seas. beyond the Alps and the Pyrene- 
an Mountains: , But your Glory (Madam) 1s much greater, 
by having ouercome 1n Hiſtories and. Anvals, in Heroick 
Ages, .and in the Region 'of great Examples. And what 
note ſoever 1s made by the Arm's of France, the Reputation 
of your Vertue Victorious over the e4riemifas;; the Rada- 
gunas and Pantbeas, is far more illuſtrious and reſplendent 
then the renownof your Fortune victorious over ſomany de- 
feated Arnues, and reduced Fortreſles. ; | 

I nced not fear that any one will accuſe me of flattery, or re- 
preach my words with hyperbolicall Excefſe. Heathen Ver- 
tues were never of the force, or ſtature of Chriſtian Vertues, 
and among{t theſe later yours ( Madam) are the moſt V1- 
gorous and eminent; they are Heroick and Soveraign. 

Your Piety indeedass of another Elevation and Zeal, then 
their affected ſhews of Devotion, who limit to the circle of 
their Beads, who referreall their Meditations to themodeſty 
of their drefle, and to a few tears ſqueezed out by force, Your 
\ Piery amuſleth not its ſelf in making ſmoak in the houſe of 
God, and trafficking with him by conſuming Tapers, and 
evaporating Perfumes. It draws from the bottorh of your 
heartthe fire Incenſe and Victime of the Sacrifices it offers to 
his Divine Majeſty; And which is more acceptable to him 
then all the Gums of Land and Sea, which is more pleaſing 
to him then the bloud of ſlaughtered flocks; it preſents unto 
him the Contrition of a Soveraign heart, the Humility of a 
Crowned head, and the abaſement and adoration of a humili- 
- atedand rel:gious Authority, This 


® Paneg rick Epiſile. 
This private VVorſhip, and theſe domeſtique Sacrifices, 
make not her whole imployment ; ſhe hath other more gene- 
rall Practiſes, and other Exerciſes expoſed to the eyes of the 
world, T heſe Practifes are Inſtructions which equall the 
worth of Laws: And theſe Exerciſes are Examples which 
command, She refers her particular deyotions to the edifica- 
tion of the People : She Prayes and Medirates for an infinity 
of Souls: And the Propagation of Faith, the Detence of the 
Church, the ſafety of the Kingdom, the Peace and I ranquil- 
lity of the whole Chriſtian VV orld are the points of her Medi- 
tation, and the ſcope of her Prayers. 
Publick perſons ought thus to meditate and pray for the 
Publick : Their Devotion ſhould be adeyottion of Order, and 
their Zeal a zeal of Diſcipline, They cannot vow any thing 
better then wholeſome Laws, and good Examples, not any 
thing more holy then Mercy and Indgement. And whatis 
aſpiration and deſire in their Oratory, oughtto be reduced to 
Order and Policy in the Body of the State. Inthis ſence ir is 
ſaid, that Piety is an univerſal Good, and for all uſes; Andin 
what ſence ſoever it be ſpoken, the extent of this ſaying is at 
preſent filled up by the extent of your Piety, which 15s the 
Generall Merit, and the Common good of the Kingdom, 
Ts it not your Piety, which hath forced heaven, and over- 
come the reſiſtance of yeers; which hath obtained the fruit of 
. Benediction, theexpectation and deſire of the People, afterall 
their deſires were exhauſted, and their hope and patience 1n a 
manner conſumed © Is it notthis Piety which hath retained 
on our fide both the Fortune which the death of the deceaſed 
King had ſer at liberty, and the reputation which ſeemed rea- 
dy to retire with Fortune © Is it not this Piety which crowned 
the aſhes of this good Prince, and brought Victory to his Fu- 
nerall; which infuſed reſolution and courage into the ſorrow 
| of France; which ſhewed unto our Enemies couragious and 
formidable Tears,and a bold and truumphant Sadneſle 1s it not 
this Picty which hath made the Perfume wherewith our mali- 
cious Devils have been chaſed away; which hath bound up 
the ſpirit of Diſcord, fatall to Regenctes, and funeſtous to the 
Minorities of Princes © Our 


Paneg rick Ft piſile. Lo 


Our fear Madam was, that we did ask too much, and did 
beleeve our wiſhes too great when we demanded a ſmooth 
and peaceable Regency tor your Majefite, and when we wiſh- 
ed the King a Mznority free from Rebellion and Troubles : 
Yet what we behold at preſent Madam, 15 far greater then 
our wiſhes, and much exceeding our demands. VVe ſee a 
Regency managed with Vigour, and Addreſle, ſtill attempting 
and proſperous : A Regency which hath the ſplendor and re- 
putation of the moſt Illaſtrious Reignes. VVe behold a M:- 
nority Victorious and Conquering : A Minority reſpected by 
Subjects, and dreadtull to Enemies: A A4nority which 1s the 
| hope and ſupport of the Chriſtian V Vorld, VVe lee a 
VVoman who diverts bad blaſts, and changeth malenanc 
Conſtellations : A V Voman belov'd and followd by For- 
tune: A V Voman 'the Superintendent and Direcreſle of 
Victory. VVe behold a Child, who hath the Credit and 
Reputation of Reigning Soveratgns. VV ho 1s the Arbitra- 
tor of Princes, and the Maſter of Nations; who ballances 
and decides the Aﬀairs of Europe. 
£ Il theſe Proſperittes, ed adam, areafter God the works 
of your Plety, the fruit of your Devotions, and the reward of 
your good Deeds. Your Oratory is the common Fortrelle, 
and generall Magazine of our Frontiers. It 1s the principall 
Peece of our Campes, the moſt redoubtable to our Enemutes, 
In your Oratory, that1s formed which deſtroys their Engins, 
and diſorders their Deſignes : that which takes in their Towns, 
and defeats their Armies: And all our Victories commence in 
your Cabinet,through your Zeal and Prayer, before the Con- 
duct of Generals, and the Valour of Souldiers compleat them 
 1nthe Field. _ 
By this way of Combatting you make a holy V Var, and 
hght like a Chriſtian Heroeſſe. Thus the good Angels and 
bleſſed Souls fight inthe behalf of Men: Their Piety is their 
Valour, and their Prayers are their VV eapons. And your 
Majeſtie, who !o profitably imployes this Victorious Ficty, 
and theſe combatting Devotions, merits noleſſe thereby the 


Name of Heroeſſe, and the Title of Conguerefs, then if you 
expoled 


Panegyrick Epiſtle. 
expoſed your Perſon to the labour and toil of Steges, to the 
perils and hazards of Battels. ; 

Force 15 not ſo greatas 1t 1s efteemed, for being cloathed 
in Iron, tor handling fire and ſteel, for making a breach with 
Canon-{hort. Trpe and eminent Force is to defeat Armies by 
deſiring their overthrow ; Itts to demoliſh Citadels and Forts, 
by bowing knees, and lifting up hands to Heaven: Ir isto 
take in Cities, and to ſubje& Nations by a Tear let fall a 
hundred Leagues from thence , by a word which no man 
heareth. 

Such was the Force of the Prophets, Generals of the Hoſts 
of God: Such was that of Moſes, Gideon, and Debora, who 
led the Elements, and Meteors to the VVAarres ; who had Na- 
ture and Fortune in their Troups; who effected more by a 
ſigne given by their hands, then could be performed with 
armed Nations, anda whole world of Engins. Such was the 
Force of the ViRorious VVidow, who yanquiſhed all 24/9ria, 
encamped before a City, and defeated it with a few ſighes and 
tears. [t was like that of St. Hellen who overthrew Maxen- 
:4us his Party , by her good works. Like that of Pulcheria, 
whoſe Alms and Faſtings were the principall weapons of two 
Raignes ; Like that of C/otilda who preſ:rved Clodonens, inga- 
ged inadiſadvantagious Encounter, and repulled the Germans, 
who poured down like a deluge upon their Frontiers. And 
even at preſent, Madam, this Force is the ſame with that of 
your Piety, which at the foot of Altars performes all the me- 
morabl2 Exploits of our field-Armies ; And which even in 
your Cloſet gains Battels, and takes Towns 1n all the parts of 
Europe. 

But this commanding and Victorious Piety 1s not the one- 
ly Peece of your Regency: It is aſſiſted by Prudence and 
Juſtice, by tht Graces and Magnificence, byall ſerviceable and 
delightfull Vertues; And theſe Co-operating Vertues,acting 
as they do, in the Spirit and by the conduct of Piety which 
governs them, are indeed of another Elevation then thoſe 


which Act inthe ſpirit of the VVorld, and by the direcion of 
Morality, = 
(c) -. 
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That Prudence which the YVorld inſpires, 1s but atutord 
and diſciplin'd Malignity, but a certain Venome tempered 
with Flegme, and infuſed with method. Your Majeſtte purt- 
fied both within and without, hath nothing of Malevolent 
or Impoſture, nothing of captious or double, Dealing. 

The lights of your V Viſdom cannot be falle, comming 
from ſohigh a Region, and from ſo cleer a Source. They can- 
not be defective, Marching with ſo even a pace, and levelling 
at ſo elevated an End; nor cannot it be reproached, as having 
either by miſtake or weakneſle fixed it thoughts upon thoſe 
mean ard infertour Ends, which humane Prudence ſeeks in 
Time, and within the limits of Matter. 

Juſtice meerly Morall, 1s, to expreſle it well, butan authori- 
zed VVilfninefle, awilde and cruell Habit, which lawfully of- 
fends. Its force 1s but a farce of Obſtinacy and unpliableneſs; 
By ſtriving to over-bend the Level it breaks it; It ſnapsin two 
the line, by endeayouring to hold it roo ſtraight. And be- 
ing often enough abuſed by the ſmall diſtance between the ex- 
tremity of right, and the extremity of wrong ; It acts great 
crueltes where 1t thinks to produce great Examples. Your 
Juſtice, Madam, illuminated and rempered by Piety, which 
governs it, 1s equally remote from thoſe two Extreams, Iris 
truely forceable and entire, bur it 1s of a temperate and gentle 
Force. Itis of an Integrity like that of Laws which are far from 
Cruelty and harſhnefle, which are modeſt and reſpectull. 
And ordaining things with this Integrity and Force, it com- 
mands Perſons with reſpec, and {weetens in them the ſenſe of 
what may be the moſt rigid in its Orders. It cannot be ſaid, 
Madam, that the Law 1sa leaden Rule1n your hands : Ithath 
there all the evenneſle and ſolidity it ought to have: Nor can 
it be ſaid tobea Rule of Iron; It hath neither the weight nor 
roughneſle thereof, nor breaks the things which will be no 
more then adjuſted. 

But there is no Law ſo rigorous which may not be ſweer- 
ned by the Graces with which you AR. And Juſtice; nay the 
moſt unflexible and vindicative Juſtice would alter its inclina- 


tion, and countenance, 'and become mulde and munificent in 
| their 
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their Company. In this I ſay much, Madam, and yet this 
much is buta part of what may be ſaid. VVe know the Hi- 
ſtory of the. firſt Domination the VV orld hath ſeen, and con- 

ſequently know, that they were the Graces which tamed 
the cruelty of the firſt Men; which impoſed the yoak upon 
their necks, which made them love bondage and chains. 
However this yoak was yet but rough-drawn, Theſe chains 
were rude and and unpoliſhed: And the wonder 1s, that the 
Graces which impoſed them on Men, were then but unexpert 
and half ruſtick. Your Majeſties Graces are of a higher Ele- 
vation, and have another kinde of Force then thoſe other. 
They ate ſuch whoſe commands oblige, and which are plea- 
ſing to thoſe they binde : They are ſuch as alleviace duties, and 
ſweeten ſervitude ; ſuchas know how to poliſh the Scepter, and 
temper the over greatreſplendency of the Crown. And, Ma- 
dam, I ſhall not ſtick to ſay, that leſſe-efficactous Graces then 
your own have ſwectned Injuſtice, and ſeta pleaſing face up- 
on Tyrannie. 

The Importance 1s, that thele your Majeſties Graces are 
not onelie modeſt and diſciplined, but Religious and entirely 
Chriſtian : Your Piety hath inſpired them with devotion 
and zeal: It hath ſanatified them, and ſandtified your Pru- 
dence and Juſtice. And this ſanctification of the Graces, A4a- 
dam, 1s not 4 vain intertainment of the mind, nor an amaze- 
ment of unimployed Reaſon. Force is more neceſlaric there- 
tw, then ro the melancholy auſterity of retired Ver- 
tues. Aud it cannot be but the effect of a continuall and ob- 
ſtinate labour, of an ever firme and attentive ſoul, to pleaſe 
without intermiſsion ; to delight with ſeriouſneſle ; to be ſtill 
in good humour and of good example ; to gain hearts with- 
out making any unſeemly Advances, or hazarding one ſingle 
word of [Indiſcretion. | 

Magnificence, which is an other Vertue attending on great 
Fortunes, and great Souls, 1s governed like your Majeſties 
Vertues, by this directing and commanding Piety, which is 
the Superintendent of your Life. It is no new thing to ſee 


Maenificence at Court. It is Originary of that Country: T here 


It 
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it hath its Theatres and Exerciſes : And there is no private Per- 
ſon ſo well provided with whom it ſuffers not inconvenience 
and conſtraint, But to ſpeaktruly ( Madam) itis very rare to 
ſee at Court a well Ordered and Regular Magnificence, pu- 
rified from Pride and Haughtinefle, cured of Oftentation and 
Exceſle, diſingaged from ſenſe and from the things1t mana- 
geth. And this Orderly, Regular, Spirituall and unclogged 
Magnificence hath an other kind of force then Frugality, 
Modeſty, and Simplicity which are far remote from burthen- 
ſome, and ingaging Objects. | 
Soveraignty, Madam, hath a ſplendor which ſates with its 
own Condition, It hath lights which belong unto its Digni- 
tle, and which you cannot lawfully extinguith. The Vertues of 
your Fortune are of another Order, and ought to have other 
Marks then thoſe of your Perſon. And by a diſpoſal contrary 
to that of the Ark of Covenant, which was only covered. 
with skins, and adorned within with Gold and Purple. Your 
Majeſtie may well reſerve Modeſty for your Interior, and 
Humility for your Sentiments: but it owes Luſtre and Pomp 
to your Dignity : Ic owes a ſpecious and ſplendid Exteriour 
to the eyes of the VYorld. This mixture of Splendour and 
Modeſty, and this alliance of appearing Majeſty with a veiled 
Humility, is the laſt form and conſummation of Chriſtian 
Magnificence : And I know not Madam, whether in the 
whole Courſe of your life there be any part wherein your Ver- 
tue is more vigorous, or your Spirit acts more gallantly and 

with greater Force. 
There 1s mauy times buta conſtrained and necelsirated Mo- 
derationz nothing but an artificial and ill-looked Poverty in 
what1s ſtled the Vertueand Power of private Perſons. That 
which 1s Humility under Sackcloth, and is Abſtinence in a 
Cloiſter,would be peradventure Pride and Preſamption under 
Purple; Ambition and Avarice in a*Palace. True Power, 
Madam, conſiſts in floating as you do, above the abundance of 
your Condition, andthe plenitudeof your Fortune : It con- 
ſiſts in conſerving the elevation of your Soul, and the Free- 
dom of your Heart amidſt an Infinity of Objets, which 
. ſweetly 
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ſweetly ruine, and bind with pleaſure. It conſiſts in keeping 
your ſelf 1na poſture of mind like that of the Cherubins on the 
Ark , who amongit Gold and Pretious-ſtones, 11 thenndſt of 
Purple and Perfumes, turngnot away their eyes from the 
Propitiatory, In fine, 1t conſiſts in preſerving the Purity of 
Intention, and the Rectitude of ſight, in the moſt pompous 
and reſplendent Actions, and in Imitating the Planer-Ruling _ 
Intelligences, which look onely upon God, and aim at no- 
thing but his Glory 1n the ſplendor of their Orbs, aad amidit 
the numerous Objects they convey unto us. 
| Theſe Vertues Madam, which are all Feroick and Royall, 
have conjoyntly wrought upon the Starue erected unto You 
in the midſt of chis Gallery: Magnificence hatch furniſhed the 
Matter, which is pretious and befitting the Merit and Kepu- 
tation of the VVork. The Graces, I mean the induſtrious 
' and skilfull Graces have carved it, and given it all the Fe:tures 
which a compleat Figure can receive from a perte&t Modell. 
Force hath received it from. their hands, and raiſed it upon its 
Baſis, Juſtice hath graved the Inſcription, and Piety hath 
been the Overſcer, and Directreſle of tl:e whole Peece. | 
Theſe Artiſts are none of the common Artuficers, nor 
their works any of the Vulgar ones. | heir hands tranſcend 
thoſe of the Ancient Sculptors: And the Eternity they are 
to give,is a far difterenteteratty from that ofthe Heroes in Mar- 
Þle, and the Gods 1n Braſfe All theſe Giods and Feroes framed 
by Men,are long ſince dead and buried: VVe ſcarceretain their 
duſt, & ſome ſmall fragments half conſumed by time. Ic belongs 
only to the Graces and Vertues to work tor Eternity. Not only 
Years,but even Ages, more 1njurtous then Years, ticat their 
VVorks with reſpect : And yet atthis day inthe Books and 
Memcrialls of VV orthy Men there are Ancient Picces of their 
Modell, which areas neat and entire, as 1f they came but new- 
ly out of their hands. The Portraicures they have made of 
your Majeſty, of what matter ſoever they be compoſed, will 
be uſed with the ſame reſpect and eſteem, they will not bede- 
faced and deſtroyed; they will be entertained and multiplied 


by Time. And Poſterity, even the leaſt Curious, yeathe leaſt 
- (d) Culti- - 
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Cultivated and rudeſt Nations will defire their Copy. 

VV hiles theſe honours and this acknowledgement of Po. 
Rerity are in Expectation, be pleaſed Madam, that the moſt 
Noble and [lluſtrions Part, of &nrti1quury may. honour you in 
this Ga/ery. This will be no impure, and ctumultuary Wor- 
{hip.: The honours which ſhall be rendred you by ſo many 
VViſe,by ſo many Magnanimous,by fomany 2loriouſly chaſt 
VV omen will not be diſavowed, and unauthorized. Such 
fair hands cannot preſent you but with moſt pure Incenſe, nor 
make you other then beauutull and prectous Crowns : And 
nothing but juſt and melodious) Acclamations, nothing but a 
Harmony of Honour and Heroick Hymns, can proceed from 
ſo many Soveraigne and wellinſtructed Mouthes. 

This Veneration will be commonto the [lluſtrious of your 
Sex : But thoſe of your Race and Name will bring unto it a 
particular Zeal, as they have a Duty, a Part, and Intereſts 
peculiar to themſelves. Andin the Crowd of fo many Hero- 
efſes which will preſle to be ſeen by your Majeſty, the Blan- 
ches and [ſabellas, whether of ( aftile or efuftria, will make 
their Offerings and Vows remarkable amongſt the reſt. Be- 
ſides Adadam, they have a neerer Relation ro you, and owe 
you more then others: And the honour they have to Revive 
in you, and to be [rradiated by your Reputation, 1s tothem 
a ſecond Life more Illuſtrious then the Firſt : It is to them a 
temporall Beatitude, wherein they take more glory then in the 
ecernity theyenjoy 1n Hiſtory, 

But Madan, the Honour which Heroick VVomen ſhall 
render you, will not be like thoſe.Ceremonies of the good 
Goddeſle wherein Men had no ſhare': VVe ſhall be admitted 
thereto in Common; we ſhall mingle our Duties, and Ac- 
clamations with theirs ; their Incenſe and our own ſhall make 
the ſame Perfame; their. Hymns and ours ſhall make but one 
Conſort, Your Goodnefſe «MM adam, and our Duties, your 
Vertues and the V Vonders they have wrought, will be the 
Subject of thele Hymns: The Profperities and Victories of 
your Regency. will be loudly ſung: And Peace which is the 
Crownot Proſperities, and ought to bethe End of Victories, 

wall 
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will be the cloſe of our Songs, and che accompliſhment of your 
Prailes. | 

Yes Madam, this Victorious and Crowned Peace, will be 
the reward of your Pietie and good VVorks. It will be the 
fruit of the Zeal and Condudt of thoſe two Princes, who are 
ſo Benefictall and Glortous, either by the hazard of their Per- 
ſons in the Field, or by their Abilities and ſincere Intentions 1n 
the Cabinet Counſel. 

Their Example will infuſe Force and Vigour into the R e- 
ſules of Counſell: And ſo many judicious and ſharp-witted 
Heads, which compoſe this Illuſtrious Body, will contribute 
tothe Concluſion of this Important Affair, the union of their 
Judgements, and the harmony of their Lights. The chief 
Preſident of Juſtice , that Chriſtian and French Cato, who 
might make up a whole Senate, and whom we might oppoſe 
to the Ancient Republique, wil put his helping hand therto, 
with that incorruptible Integrity, and thatunlimited Capact- 
ty, which is the Hope and Ornament of this Reigne, and will 

| bethe Example and Admiration of future Ages. T hatother, 
ſo juſt, ſo well tempered, ſo well compoſed, and ſo charitable 
wile Perſon, to whoſe care your Majeſty hath committed the 
Adminiſtration of your Revenues, will contribute thereto 
that generous and pure Integrity, and that diſinterreſſed and 
faichfull Zeal which have always carried him to the good of 
the State, and the eaſe of the People. And if he hath been 
able to ſweeten the harſheſt part of his Miniſtery, if he hath 
introduced Crvility and good Offices into the Excheaner,and 
reconciled the Graces with the Treaſury, well may he allo 
ſweeten the Aſperity of Factions, well may he contribute to 
the reſtauration of Tranquility in the State,and to the Recon- 
ciliation of Peace thorowout all Europe. | 

Here Madam, I muſt not forget that fo able and faithfull a 
Miniſter of State, who aſsi{ts you to ſuſtain the burthen of 
Afﬀairs: He 1s one of our Chiefeſt hopes, and will be one day 
one of the principall Inſtruments of the Peace we expe. I he 
ſpirit of Ancient Rome wherewith he 1s ſo abundantly endow- 
ed, was a ſpirit of Direction and Counſel, a ſpirit oy.” 

ent 
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dent over Viories, and Arbitrator of Events. Heretofore all 
known Nations, and the whole world that was capabl: of Dif- 
cipline ſubmitted to the Manners and Impreſsions of this ſp1- 
rit. It ordaind with Authority and Soveraign Power, both 
Peace and VVar. It diſpoſed the good and bad Fortunes of 
Kingdoms,and made the temporall Deftiny of Nations, Now 
if this ſpirit was ſo ſoveraign and efficacious 1n ruſticke Sena- 
tors, in half ſavage Conſuls andin groſle and lIliterate Sages; 
we cannot fear thatit degenerats and grows weak in him who 
1s the Senator of the Chriſtian VVorld ; who1s the Conſul 
of a ſpirituall and ſacred Republique, who hath" joyned acqui- 
red with naturall Lights ; who hath been poliſhed both by 
Eccleſiaſtical and Civil Sciences, ' he wheels of the State 
Mad m, directed by this ſpirit, muſt needs be « rdered rightly 
and with addrefſe; nor can the Genius and Purple of the Se- 
nate, which ſucceeds the Ancient Senate but give Force and 
Dignity to our Aﬀtairs. 

It is not prejudiciall Madam, that this ſpirit be the ſpirit of 
Rome, which was heretofore the Head of the Roman VV orld, 
and which 1s at preſent the Head of the Chriſtian, There is no 
member to which the ſpirits of the Head are ſtrangers : There 
i5no Conntrey where VVifdom and Fidelity arenot natural]. 
And moreover the moſt Noble andperfe thii,gs, even thoſe 
that have moſt Vertue and Force, are not Oraginary of the 
places where they Act. Great Rivers have their Sources three 
bundred Leagues from the Countreys they enrich and culti- 
vate. Fire, Light, and the ſpirit of the Planets, which pro- 
duce ſo greatcfteRs in the low Region of this VV orld, are Ori- 
ginai y of the Higher, The Intelligences were not created in the 
Sphear they move. The eAngel-Guardians of this V Vorld, 
are not of this V Verld, And your beautifull Soul » Madam, 
that Soul of yours ſo Noble and Munificent, fo Elevated and 
Royall,is buta Gueſt and Paſſenger in the fair Body it governs. 

It is not then Madam, Inconventent or contrary to Juſtice, 
noryet againſt Order,that this rare Spirit ſhould be to our Af- 
fairs what the Adminiſtring Spirits are to the Sphears and Pro. 


. Vincescommitted to their charge : V Ve thence cannot expect 
| > : but 
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but a [eſſe defective, anda more harmonious Condua; but an 

Adminiſtration more diſingaged from marter, and elevated 

above the clouds of Intereſt; bur a Tranquillity lefle caſuall, 

and more regular; but a Proſperity more generall and of a 

larger Extent. 

No, «Madam, ghis Freſperity will not he a reſtrained and 
particular Proſperity, Superiour Cauſes arenot Nationall and 
propriatory, they do no good which is not Univerſall : And 
all Europe, even the whole Chriſtian VVorld will have their 
{hare of 1t after France. TheAcknowledgem entthereof will be 
alſo common, and the Benedictions generall,. Your Majeſtic 
will receive Praiſes in every Language forit. Andinthiscon- 
ſort of Praiſes, Madam, Imay peradventure, be fo happy as 
to raiſe my voice above thereſt,to give ita Body and light, and 
to makeit laſt with your Name'and Memory, 

So excellent a VVork ſhould not be unadviſedly underta- 
ken, and in a bad ſeaſon : It ſhould not be touched with a hea- 
vie and benummed hand: It requires a calme and commodi- 
ous Serenity,as alſo firand {elected hours. I hope to enjoy them, 
Madam, from the continuation of the fair dayes your Regency 

doth promiſe to us. = = | 

And I further hope, that the Graces which ingage them- 
ſelves 1n all chat belongs to us, ſetting their hands tothis work, 
together with the Muſes,will joyntly draw your Picture,which 
ſhall reſemble you as neer as1s polsible. OY 

VV hatT here offer you Madam, is but a rough Draught of 
this Picture. Your Majeſtie may lee 1n little the height of 
my Deſigne, and the greatneſſe of my Zeal: And this Earneſt 
will manifeſt, that by the common Obligation of our Order, 
and by my particular inclinations, I am as perfealy as any 


other " 
Madam, 


Your moſt bumble, moſt obedient, and 
moſt faithful Jubje# and ſervan! 


PETER LE MOYNE, 
Of the Society of F ESD S. 
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g Have not undertaken:ths Galeryto preſent the iſſue 
EGS. of. my: own»Braih, afpeFacle> to:the: curious or an 
WT} amulcment: ts perſons wanting:employment. The 
Et cod I propoſe to my ſelf is of greater uſe, and of 
Sa lighcr. Nature.. Andaccordin$to the ſenile of the 
+4; Moſt in)!ghtncd amongſt the Pliilofophers,who con- 
ant, ccvedthaVertue of Women to'be bne of theprime 
1eces of, P 


f Pohtick Felicity ;..if my enterpriſe had ſach kicceſſe as it may 
have, apd.I deſire; Iſhould not think to have done lefs forthe publick, 
then the Founders of Acadetnicsand Colleges. | 119 - ws Vi 
| Fruits: begin. to,recetve coreuption from! tlie Earth Ly And Rivers 
from their Springs... There. would: be:ns impunaty/ini Metals; if there 
were none inthe Mines. All Figures:would'be exactand perfect, if all 
the. Moulds whergin-they are caſt were uniforry and without defect : 
And Vices would be rare amongſt Men, 1f: Women of whom Men are 
barne were. all indyed with Pradencc. ; Let.not good Antiquity, and 
old Opinions be. diſplealed that Lierwrgus was'no-very:;great Maſter in 
Policie, who {ct down ſo manyRules/ forthe Men of Spurtsj who im- 
polcd ſo many Lays and-Chaing,upon them; and abandoned Women 
to publick and authorized. diſorders, to Liberties founded on Privi- 
ledge, and ercgcd into Cuſtom,,..]Jt nothing avails-to prune Trees if 
the Earth which hears them be-left.ummanurd: Andin vain would a 
Phyſitian proceed with Method: and by Aphoriſins. tothe cure of afick 
Head,.if he ſuffered bad. Huniors and Indigeſtionsin the Bodie which 
breed dileales in the Head. /, 1, | 19k m comply 5 » 
Sologron underfioagd yt ettor, and\this Divineand Inſpired Mo- 
rality,, which Wiſdom her I&lf. taught him,was another kinde of Mora- 


I-36 
lity then that carnal and licentipus'one which: a counterfeit Devil, and 
apparellcd like a, Nimph,, taught,a LawMaker of: Sparta. This Wiſe 
man, who was particulaxly choſen by, Almighty God to be the univer- 
ſal 'Tucor of Mankinde, 'andjito read Leſſons to all Conditions and 

ZE, Agcs 
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Ages, bath no leſſe laboured for the laſtcuction of Worteti thei Nheti, 


He ſhewed hignſelf no Niggasd Py $1 An, 
And his Par ate the Extratls, | . 

The holy Faſhery who inſtr Boettwhey their . 
Leatning remaend/ with theis''At al . py Rreat avis f +4 little 
part of Moral Philoſop hie. And « = regulat and uniform Works 


which they hn HE nh, at } novge” _ nat there- 
unto their recreative Fong be any place 
where their Dodtine is peripicuqus Vl methodical, where Eloquence 


DUTS 
is exact and vigorous; where Le al haG Gvecrneſſe a and Farce ; where 
the Graces are Xe _ cdiiyingz we muſt acknowledge it tobe 


in that part ofth ay greatiMa who behaved 
nt} A lo} OP her Þrod day ve diſplayed all 
their Art, and old ir Capacity par Jave a&ed there 


with their whole Spirit, ( 145 forth Kf thay Lip es, DES TSTIOns 
The School; Maſter: of Clement of *Alexandrix teak aln 
limely, and: like agreat Dotor. Butiwhen' he'undetrakeste p 
Women, he is not ſatisfied with the 'Height and 'Solidity, 8£+hi 
Ons 3 but addes thereunto the Dignity bi expreſſion, ny Ts Mag ht 
cence of words: He gives aRehtſh < :Gloſſe to Server, cs, Carer 
and Luſtre to Periods. And: the mixture the makes of Prafit : DOVE. 
{ure 1s{0juft and fatly tempered, /as.-he ſeems to lay for dele&ation and 
divertiſment, all chat he delivers for perſwaſion andinftruQtion.' There 
1s ſomething of the lame Greatneſle and Majeſtic in all the works of 
S. Cbryſoſtome : But this greatneſs is poliſhed ahd cultivated ; 'and' this 
Mayeſtic hath certain Delicacies and particular 'Graces in all that he 
hath written for VVomen'1i Andnotto fay any thin ng of the Books he 
compoſed cither toinftrucor confirm Virgins, or tocomfatt and forti- 
fie Widows, it ſufficiently -appears by the Letters he hath written'to 
Olympiada, that he dropped! Gold fromhis Pen, as' well as fromihis 
Mouth ; And that he tookoparticular care to poliſh this Gold; andgive 
it a new Tube and fair forms when he em] loyediy for Wortiew. Edtods 
The Fathers of the Latine\Chnreh/ have not tf contributed to 
tucir Inſtitution; then. cho of ' the Greek ' Church : "And what 
they contributed thereunto- is. not (Iaboured' with lets 'Arti/"nor 
Galed with leſs: \Graces'/| Without citing' the tae works which 
S. Cyprian, S. Jenom, and. Auguſtine” have Icft” tis 'upon this Stb- 
je&; Every one knows that to Women their choicelt } Letters have 
been written ;, Tfaythoſe excellentandlearned Letters, which ſeem to 
contain whole Volumes in few Lines , _ great Books reduced into 
Epitomies. S, Cyprian doth not appearan ican'iti' thoſe. quaint Let- 
ters © All the rudeneſs'of his Countrey ys etned in * 6a They are 
ſct forth with all the Ornaments of his Riietorick. 5. Ferom is nor epuiry 
in his, of that Auſterity, who feems not to have written but in Choler : 
Not only the rae wherewith thi Critics reproach him''is tem- 
pered, but the yery Thorns of his profeſſion flonriſhin them: And the 
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Stones of his Deſert are there precious, Asfor S. Aguſtine, what he hath 
compoled there, appears wondertul 'by the fweetneſle of his Spirit 
mixed with that of his Stile; and he hath left inthem as many Rayes of 
light as there be Sentences. ES 
I ſay nothing of S. Ambroſe who hath had Bees for kis Nurſes: And 
who was, to givea true Character of him, an intelligent and diſcourſtve 
Bee. Every one knows that he hath inſerted all the Honey of his 
Hive into the Books he compoled for Virgins, and into that he 
addreſſed to Widows. The expreſſions therein are ſo pure, ſoexquilite, 
and delightful, the ſentences ſo choice and elaborate , and there is 
every where ſo greata profuſion of Flowers, as he thought fit to juſti- 
fie them by the Condition of thoſe Perſons to whom they were to be 
preſented. The moſt peeviſh and harſh of all Authors have written - 
for the Inſtruction of Women. I ſpeak of Tertullian, who beſides the 
Book he wrote concerning the veil of Virgins, hath compoled another 
touching the Apparel of Women, anda third concerning their Attires. 
Andit there beany harſhnels oraſperity in thoſe works, as in all others 
of his Compolure, this harſhneſs is at leaſt inagniſicent, and like the 
riches of Barbarians: Theſe aſfperities have a kinde of Dignity and 
Splendor, They haveſomething I know not what, which ſhines and 
wounds ; which reſembles unpoliſhed Gold, and misſhapen Diamonds. 
The holy Fathers have not only applyed Moral Philolophie and 
Rhetorick to the Inſtruction of Women, but have made Poeſte and 
the Muſes ſerve to the ſame uſe. And thole ſevere ones, who lived only 
of pure Light and Spirit, did not conceive it unworthy the ſeverity of 
their Life, or the SanGiity of their Prieſthood to mealure Syllables, to 
adjuſt Words, to paint and flouriſh their Diſcourſes, to give a Reliſh 
to their DoErines, and Grace unto Vertue; to inſtruct by divertiſe- 
ment, and to make what 1s profitable paſſe under the Colour of de- 
_ lighafull. 
- Adbelmus who was one of the moſt learned Biſhops of Scotland hath 
left ns a Poem, where Virginity, Chaſtity, Modeſty, Devotion, 
and the other Vertues of Maids are adorned with all the Gold and pre- 
tious Stones of Parnaſſus, which 1s the Peru of Poets. We have like- 
wiſe another of the ſame matter and form, which Awvitus Arch- 
Biſhop of Vierna compoſed to Crown the Virginity of his Siſter F#ſcina. 
 Andalbeit this Crown be in the time of the firſt Lilies which were 
ſent into France, yet the Flowers thereof remain at preſent as fair and 
freſh after twelve hundred Yeers, as if they were but newly gathered. 
Thereby theſe two holy Biſhops have rendred Honour to the Muſes; 
They have reconciled them to Chaſtity ; They have ſanCtified their 
Ornaments and Attires ; They have done to them what Moſes and 44- 
ron did with the Looking-glaſſes and Jewels of the Egyptian Ladies. 
My defigne is not to aſſemble here all the Authors who have contri- 
buted their Lucubrations, and Writings to the Inſtruction of Women. 
The Aſſembly would be too great for ſo narrow a ſpace; ' And it were 
* to 
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to make a complear” Library of a Preface. Such as I have alledped, are 
ſufficient to -evinee the Tiriponance of this InſtruQion ,, and to-per- 
{wade , that-iv fortns'ar"Jeaft the Moity of Chriſtian Policy, Could 
Dod@ors and Prelats fo inlightned by God , ſo penetrated by the Un&ion 
of the' Holy Ghoſt ,"'fo purified 'aud heated by the Fire of the Alkar, 
loſe their Fire in unprofitdble Produttions ? Have they conſumed their | 
Time , and\wearted thetr Hands to effet nothing conſiderable ? And 
would Saint Tohn himſelf have written to a Woman with the Pen of 
an Eagle , Wherewith he had written ro the Angels and Churches of 
Afia , wherewnhhe had made the firſt Draughts of what was before, and 
will be after time, if he had not believed that a Letter written to a Wo- 
man 'mighrbe 4s Canonical and profitable, as Letters direed to Angels 
and Churches? Z "> | 

Theſe Reaſons and Inſtances more powerful then any other have 
ingaged mein this Work. My Pen is not the Pen of an Eagle like that 
of Saint Toh. 1 write not by the Wiſdom and Light of the Holy Ghoft, 
- as Solomon did. Thave no Gold to employ like Saint (hry/oſtome. I fall very 
ſhorr of the {dea's and Conceprigns of the alledged Fathers. And if 
theſe grear Sathts and eminent Men did not believe, that the marter 
upon which 1 Labour was unworthy of their Capacity , and beneath 
their [deas; T ought notto fear, that it may appear Nobleand Precious 
cnough for mine. And no man ought to call in queſtion the Utility of 
a Work, whereof fo many Learned Hands have left ſuch excellent 
 Iriserve that Thave given a new/form to this matter, and altered 
Shape and Figure of thoſe Patterns. There's a Philolophy more delight- 
ful and inftru&ive then that Anatomized one,read in the Schools, Her 
Attractives are modeſt,and accompanied with Force: ſhe hath no affected 
Dreſs; and having a more lovely Aſpect,and better Faſhion then the other, 
ſhe gives not leſs Edtfication,nor a worſe Example. She doth not produce 
like that other, crude and diſcoloured Axioms, formlefs and dry 
Deciſions. She Beautrfies them with exquiſite Inventions, with curious and 
coveted Figures. She knows how to adde Luſtre to Force, and to give 
Grace and Dignity ro whar is ſolid. | | 

| coir my Defigne might fall into the hands , and under'the 

direQtion of this Inventive and plealing Philoſophie, magnificent in Mare- 
rials,and rich in Deſigns. And to the endſhe. might nor have all thetrouble 
of rheWork ; I have to her, aſſociated-Portraiture, Poekie, and Hiſtory, 
which are three other illuſtrious and renowned Co-operatreſſes: and theſc 
three, aſſociated to this noble Superintendent , have framed this whole 
Stru&ture which I conſecrate to the Publick, under the Title of The Gallery 
of Heroick Women. 

This Title is not fo. limited , as it may ſeem ro ſome who know not 
Vertues but by the Draughts which Painters form of them ; and do- not 
believe that there is any other Fortitnde, then that which they ſee with a 


Helmet on irs Head, and a Pillar on its ſhoulders, This armed and ro- 
buſtions 
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buſtidus Forticude is but ſubordinate.to another general one which' afsiſts 
all the Vertugs ; - which'is preſent in all grear Actions, which {ſupports all 
good Works, which is the Directre(s of all Heroes both in Peace and War. 
It isto this Fortitude St. Ambroſe and St. Gregory attribute after Plato, thre 
Victories of the Spirit over the Fleſh, thole of Vertue over Fortune,thole 
of the Honeſt and Honourable Good over the Delightful and Profitable; 
It is of this Fortitude Solomon ſpeaks in that Piture, where the Heroick Wo- 
man is drawn with ſo fair Colours, and Crowned with ſo magnificent an 
Elogy. a , 

| - effe&t, Temperate and Chaſte Women require Fortitude : Loyal and 
Conſtanc Women need it: Modeſt, Reſerved, and Devout Women need 
tas much, And peradventure they require more then thoſe preſtumptuous 
and haughty Gallants, who fancy to.themlelves that they ſupport States ; 
And that their Arms are the Pillars of Empires. Courage is neceſlary both 
to bear handſomly the Chains of Marriage, which though never ſo well 
gilded are yet painful; and to endure us Yoke , which is never {a 
{mooth as not to incommodate; it is ſo needful to reſiſt both plealing - 
and frightful Paſsions , flattering and dreadful Obje&s. Ir is requiſite to 
regulate Love, even that Love which is Honeſt and Lawful. Ir is neceſ- 
fary to bridle Lawful Joyes and innocent Plealures :. ro moderate ob- 
ligatory Sorrows , and Afﬀlictions authorized by Nature and Cu- 
ftom. Ina word, there is no Chrittian or Moral Vertue to which Cou- 
rage is not required. And tor this Reaſon my Gallery hath a larger ex- | 
tent, then the Frontiſpiece doth promiſe, There is room for all Vertu- 
ous Women by what Names ſocyer they are called : And the Prudent, the 
Chaſte, the Faithful, the Couragious , the Conſtant, the Pious may all 
enter into it, and keep their degrees there under the Title of Heroick 
VYomen. ; 

The aſſembly of theſe Gallant Women might be greater then l have 
made it: And albeit Solomon was troubled to finde one fingle Heroick 
VVoman, yet fince his Time enough have appeared to Plant here a 
: Whole Colonie. Of all this great Number I have choſen twenty of the 
molt Renowned and Illuſtrious amongſt them- And not to produce 
them confuſedly & in diſorder, I have divided them into four Squadrons. 
The firſt of Jewiſh Woman, The lecond of Barbarian VVomen, to take 
the word Barbarian in the ſame lence as it was underſtood by theGrecians: 
The third of Roman, and the fourth of Chriſtian VVomen. I exhibite a 
Picture of each ; and the Subject of this Pictures taken from the moſt re- 
{plendent and couragious part of her Life. Beſides, theſe Pictures are not 
meerly ſuperficial, & carry a bare outſide like thole of Philotrates who was 
content to exprels what was viſible; & to copy out the draughts of the Pen- 
cil with the ſtrokes of his Pen. They repreſent chiefly the Interior & that ſe- 
cret part w® cannot be diſcloſed orexpreſled but by Philoſophers-Theydil- 
cover all the Features & Motions of the Heart,all the Poſtures and Colours 
of the Soul: And the Scope of it which is wholly Moral, aims more at the 
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Manners then at the ſatisfaGtion of the Eye. Every Picture is accom- 
. panied with a Sonnet, which isanother piece drawn in little : And the 
Sonnetis feconded by an Hiſtorical Elogic, where the Life of the He- 
roels is abbreviated, which ſerves for the Subje&t of the Picture. I adde 
a Moral RefleGion to the Elogic, which tends morediretly and imme- 
diately to the Benefit and Regulation of Manners. And there I mark 
out what is moſt profitable and inſtructive in the preceding Example : 
I eſtabliſh praQical Axioms, and draw from thence uſeful conſequences : 
I advertiſe Women of their Duties and obligations, and cauſe them to 
take in by Grains and Drops the pure ſpirit of Chriſtian Philoſophie; 
and the extraction of her Maximes, which they ſcarce xeceive but with 
diſtaſte, in Books where it ts without lealoning and in groſle. 
 Inſequence of this Refle@ion, and in order tothe Maximes which 
are given therein, I propoſe a Moral Queſtion, in which there is enough 
to ſatisfie the Intelleual part,and to fortifie the Appetitive. Andafter 
the having decided it to the advantage of Vertue, and to the edifica- 
tion of thoſe Women I deſire to inſtruct ; I confirm my Deciſion by 
a Modern Example, which I take either at our own Door, or fetch it 
from our Neighbours ;* to the end being ſeen neer at Hand it may make 
the deeper impreſſion, and act with more Vigour. Beſides, theſe Exam- 
ples arcall illuſtrious and Heroick : They contain great and wonderful 
things: AndI have choſen them of this form, to teach ſuch as run after 
the Fantomes of Romances; that Truth is not only inſtructive, but 
alſo more delightful and divertifing, then falſhood; and that natural 
Bodies are more Luminous and Graceful, then all the Apparitions and 
Specters which Magick Art produceth. As for the Heathen Women 
which I bring upon the Stage, I place them not there as perte& Mo- 
dels. I know very well that their Vertues have been but rough drawn; 
And that wanting the light of Faith, they remain imperte&. But 
I know allo, that ſuch fair rough drawn Vertues are preſented 
there, as we may gather from thence wherewith to form excellent 
pieces. And by the ſame reaſon that the Son of God alleadged Neve 
againſt Feruſalem, and propoſed Tyre to Fudea, one may alleadge the - 
Heathen and Barbarian againſt Chriſtian Women : one may well 
 propole Panthea s to Catherins, and Zenobia.s to Agathas. 

| Tparticularly declare, that I do not pretend to jultifie the Death of 
thoſe who ſlew themſelves with their own Hands : what Colour foever 
the Philoſophic of that time gave to their Deaths ; and with what 
paint ſoever the Poets have ſet them forth. If they had the Force and 
greatneſle of Courage, it was enormous and diſproportioned ; it was a 
greatneſle beyond limit cr compaſle. Nevertheleſs this doth not hinder 
that theſe enormous and great diſproportioned Women may have 
ſomething of imitation. One may frame by a Coloſſus a Figure of a 
middle and very exa& Stature. In Moral Philoſophic as well as in 
Logick, Errour may- be ſerviceable to Truth : And a good conle- 
quence may be drawn from a bad Principle. 
Behold 
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Behold what I hadto ſay in order to the defigne and ſtrutureof this 
Work. I have nothing to adde to what hath been faid, but theſe 
few words with which S. Ambroſe concludes the ſecond Book he dedi- 
cated to Virgins. Since the taſts of men are ſo different, and that there 
areas many Opinionsas Heads; If any Neatneſs and Care appear in ſome 
places of my Diſcourſe, thoſe places can juſtly diſpleaſe no Man : If 
there be any mature andiſcrious ones, they will pleaſe the Palat of thoſe 
in whom the Maturity of underſtanding accompanies the Maturity of 
Age: If any be found flowered and delightful, they will not offend 
ſuch as are in the Age of the Flowers of Grace, and Men will grant 
me, that it is no leſle neceſſary to write for thele Perſons then for o- 
thers. There remainsnothing more for me to ſlay to the Reader. He 
may enterinto my Gallery when he pleaſeth ; The Door tsopen to him. 
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DEBORA 
AIHIS Country ſo delightfull to the eye, 


| andſo adorn'd with the riches and orna- 
y ments of Nature, 1s the weſtern Part of 
| Paleſtine, You cannot chooſe but know 
| 1t at firſt fight by chat verdure which 
makes 1t enjoy as 1t were a perpetuall 
SP gm— | Ipring; And by thoſe tufts of Palms and 
—_— I Cedars which ſerve as naturall Garlands 
tocrown it, Theſe Towns and Cities which appear afar off are 
not built by the Iſraelites. They have as yet erected 1n this 
 Countrey nothing bur flying Towns and walking Cities. 
They have only built with Canvas and Cordage: All their 
Houſes have been hitherto but field habitations : And during 
the obſtinate and continual wars wherein they were imployed, 
their thoughts were more taken upin rendring ſouldiers war- 


like and forming Captians; thenin hiring Maſons and making 
A Architects. 
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Architeas. Beſides at nes whole Countrey 1s fild with 


the rumourot wars and preparrd againſt the Cananites. Ten 
thouſand men ſelected out of two "Tribes, are rlready advan- 
ced towards Mount T habor : And the men you behold in 
arms about the great Palm are the moſt remarkable of the 
people, whom Debora the Propheteſle and Governeſle of 11- 
racl retained with Barac to initru&t them inthe diſcipline of 
war, andexcite themto act gallantly. 

You never beheld a Tribunall hke that of this Governeſle. 
Surely their enters more ſplendor and pride 1n the] hrones of 
Kings , but leſle naturall Majeſty and true Glory, T his 1s 
not the work of a year, nor the maſter-peece of a Carver: It 
1s of the Suns own modeling, that Illuſtrious-and univerſall 
Artiſt, which forms Mettalls and precious Stones. And you 
may belie: e, that having wrought a whole age to perfect it, he 
hath not Kept from thence that ſoveraign ſpirit, and thoſe 
pleaſing Rayes, which draw reſpectin dazeling the ſight. The 
greateſt ſplendor and the chiete glory thereof nevertheleſle 1s 
derived to it from Debora, who gave ither Name, and choſe 
it for the Seat of her Juſtice. The Graces when ſhe gives Au- 
dience under this Palme, ſerve her for Herralds and Guards ; 
And atall the Decrees ſhe pronounceth, every leafe ſeems pl1- 
able to crowne her words. 

Surely alſo no woman wasever heard to ſpeak more ſove- 
raingly, nor with an Aythority. accompanied with more ſweet- 
neſle and efficacy. Propheſie and Law,were never expounded 
by a more powerfull Mouth. And it1s a wonder that all the 
Offices of Regal Dignity, being ſo weighty and comberſome, 
are not felt by ſo beautifull a head. She often gave Judge- 
ments, and compoſed differences under this Palme : Aepreſent 
ſhe gives out Orders tor the Combate, and exhorts her Of- 
ficers ; and within a few houres you {hall ſee her upon the head 
of Troops joyning action to Command and contributing by 
her courage and example, to the victory which ſhe her ſelf 
had propheſied. Though you hear not her words, and that 
even her voice doth not reach you, yet her very Countenance 


1s intelligible and perſwaſive : Her Geſture and Looks glve 
vigour 


7 9 T9 om Im ym wu TT OT 


The Gallery of Heroick Women. ; 


vigour and luſtre to her ſpeech: And from her very eyes, 
which are the two faireſt peeces of her Eloquence, there 
{ſues forth ſomething, I know not what, of vigour and brighe. 
nefle, which would make it ſelf to be underſtoed by the deafeſt 
perſons, and perſwade the moſt incredulous ; which would 
even calt fire into the coldeſt, and excite the moſt drowſie and 
ſtupid ſoul-. 

 Barac and the other chief Commanders by hearing her, 
tooka ſecond courage and a new zeal, T hey fight already 
in deſire and thought; inthe agitation of their hearts and with 
the fierceneſle of their looks. 'T he encounter 1s hot in their ima- 
ination, and the vanquiſh'd enemies are forced to flie, There 
15 not a Souldier ſo ill armed, there is not a Commander fo 
little verſed in war, who hath not victorious viſions ; who a- 
lone and without ſtriking a blow puts nota whole Troop of 
Canaanitesto flight; who figures not to himſelt the poſleſsing 
the Head of their General, and the Crown of their King 
loaden with chains. Butas yet there is not one drop of blood 
{hed in heir1imaginary Combats; there is not a Launce bro- 
ken, nora dart thrown : And it would be fine ſport to the 
enemies, if they had no orlicr defeat to fear. There 1s ano- 
ther field of battel, and other dangers which attend them, they 
{hall have no occaſion to defend themſelves at ſo great a di- 
ſtance, and to fight againſt Apparitions: And by a reyoluti- 
on which they expect not, and humane Prudence cannot 
prevent, their fortune whichthey believe to be ſo well eſtabli- 
{hed and guarded by fo great a multitude of armed chariots 
and offenſive engines, will be ſuddenly ruined by two VVo- 
men. 

Sec how this Palme already crowns one of them, ſhe bears 
not onely the Name of Debora; but ſeems to be animated by 
her ſpirit, and to poſleſle like her a warlike ſoul and a prophetick 
Inſtint. Her verdantyouth more gay and pleaſing then ordi- 
nary, 1sa preſage of victory. Her very arms embracing the 
Queen Regent applaud her promiſes, and intuſe courage into 
her Auditors: You would ſay thatthey congratulate her ap- 
proaching Triumph, and demand for their ſhare of the booty 
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a Trophy of the arms of the enemies General, But behold, 
Debora armed and ready for the Combat : her elevated arm 
reſtifics the impatience of her zeal : and her heart appears al- 
_ ready inflamed in her eyes and on her face. Her grace never- 
chelefle is not altered by it, her amumoſiry is becoming and 
modeſt ; and from this little fierceneſle, which is as the flow- 
er or cream of choler, and a tincture of zeal added to her o- 
ther natural attractives, a third quality and a mixture of cou- 
rage and {weetneſle is formed, which will work a double effect 
upon the Enemie, andat once, and in an inſtant imprint in 
them, both terrour and reverence. 


SONNET. 
Dzzora ſpeaks! 


A conqu ring Sybil I, a Propheteſle, 

With Voice and Arm ſeryd Iſraelin diſtreſic : 
My Propheſfies and brave exploits made Fame 
Through |dumea rrumpet forth my N{ ame. 


M7 juſt Decrees beneath the Palme, did cauſe 
My VVordsto be erefted into Laws : 

The CharaRer to Kings and Judges given, 
 Mybrow did wear, [tampt by the aa H2 Heaven, 


What cannot V ertue do, with Beauty grac'd ? 
My ſelf without a purple Robe ſhe placd 

In ſuch a bleſt Regality, as nere 

Knew what Conſpiraciesor Rebels were. 


Without or Guard or Forts I was ſecure; 

I did not make my Subjets necks endure 

T he yoke of Cittadels ; but having gain'd 
Th Aﬀection of their Hearts, [ freely reignd. 


ELOGIE 
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ELOGIE OF DEBOR4A. 


=RISTORY doth not furniſhus with a Gallant Woman more 
= [& ancient then Debora, to whom I give the firſt place in this 
) y. She ſncceeded Moſes and Feſbua; and inherited from 
# the firſt, the Spirit of Prophefie ; from the ſecond, Courage 
and military vertue : and from both, Authority and Magiſtracy. Prief 

hood excepted, ſhe exerciſed all the Offices, and filled up all the Dig- 
nitics of that time : and out of herdivided graces,a Prophet, a Judge 
and Captain was formed, Her Audiences had ſomething I know not 
what of military : ſhe exerciſed there a kinde of field Magiſtracy ; 
and gave themunder a Palme of her own Name, which {crved her for 
a- Tribunal of Triumph, and crown d her Decrees, as well as her Vi- 
tories. God having choſen her to break the yoke of his people, and 
co redeem them from the bondage of the Canaanites, ſhe aſſiſted with 
her Perſonin the battel given them by Barac, and contributed her con- 
dud, predictions and courage, to the glory of that day. She con- 
tributed thereunto even her laſt hopes: and though ſhe were a Wi- 
dow, and that her husband had leſt her but a ſpark of what remained, 
(to make ule of a ſacred word) yet ſhe hazarded in that fight with 
this ſpark the reſource of herblood, the foundation of her houſe, 
and the ſeed of her poſterity. I ſpeak according to the fence of the 
| Doctors, who belicved that Barac was the Son of this excellent Mo- 
ther, that he became a Souldier and Captain under her diſcipline; and 
had learnd of her how ro fight and overcome. So that in his time, 
to joyn my words with thoſe of S. Ambroſe, a Widow was ſeen govern- 
ing a holy Nation ; a Widow diſtributing rights, and arbitrary duties ; 
a Widow mediating between God and his people; a Widow or- 
daining peace and war ;z a Widow directing combats and victories ; a 
Widow leading an Armie, nay the Mother and Commandreſle of the 
General ofan Armie. And the untractable and mutinous Jews, whom no 
human prudence could govern in time of peace, faint-hearted and van- 
quiſh'd Jews, whom no valour of men could defend in time of war, 
were reduced to order and military diſcipline, became docible and vi- 
corious under the Regency of a Widow, The wonder1s, andit muſt 
be added here to crown her memorie, that no complaint was made, 
nor any fault found during this Regency. And the ſacred Writ which 
hath not concealed the defects of the Patriarchs, and hath publiſhed 
to poſterity the diffidence of Moſes and Aaron, the imprudence of Jo- 
ſua, the incontinence of Samſon, the fall of David, and the follics of So- 
lomon,found nothing to reprehend in Debora; and left us only her Pro- 
pheſies and Hymns, her Laws and Victories. This example is wonderful, 
and our ſex hath reaſon to be jealous of it ; there was in this woman 
wherewith to form rhree great men : and this triple Spirit which was - 
given at onceand in groſle, might ſatisfie for the government of three 


Races, if it had been placed leverally and beſtowed by intervals. 
MORAL 
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MORAL REFLECTION: 


"Rom time to time ſuch examples are ſeen, to the end we ſhould 

be advertiſed, that fouls of the firſt magnitude may be found in 

bodies of the {ſecond ſex: that the inſtruments which God em- 
ployes receive their vertue from his hand, and not from their own mat- 

ter: and that the authority and impreſſion of his finger upon what 
faces ſoever merits reſpe&, and requires obedience. We ought to ſub- 

mit to thoſe Powers he hath eſtabliſhed, as we are ſubject to his Sun 
and Plancts. And as we undertake not to preſcribe Laws to the Pla- 
ncts, and to ordcr the courſe of the Sun, but leave them to the gui- 
dance of thole intelligences which move them, and equally bear and 
without murmuring the {weetneſſe and force of their influences : ſo 
ought we not by an unlawful uſurpation, and which would appear a 
certain ſacriledge of State, to ſet our lelves in the Seat of Magiltracy, 
and undertake to judge our Judges and rule our Mafters. We muſt not 
degrade Authoritie,nor make our Soveraigns our ſubalterns. Let us reſt 
content in beſeeching God to in{pire them. And this prayer once made, 
letus leave them to the inſpiration of Godand to the condutt of their 
g00d Angels, who are their inviſible Counſel. And what ever arives to 
us from them, let us bear it with equality of minde, and remember 
that there 1s no lofſe comparable to that of obedience. 

Certainly if S. Payl wills us to be ſubje& to ſuperiour Powers, and 
to bcar even with our moſt rigorous and inſupportable Maſters; far 
more jult is it that we ſubmit to the Powers, whoſe commands are 
milde and pleaſing; and which are, like Debora, afliſted by fair Vertues 
and Graces. It ſeems that God acts more viſible by thoſe; and that 
his Authority 1s more reſplendant and appears molt clearly through 
theirs. The obedience likewiſe which men render them 1s commonly 
more bleſſed and victorious: and if we conſider what 1s done under 
Debora in Fudea, under Pulcheria at Conſtantinople ; under Amaloſonta 1n 
Lombardy , under Iſabella in Spain , and laſtly in Flaxders under Mar- 
carite Dutcheſſe of Parma, we will conteile that ſuch miracles are 
wrought under the government of women as have not been done un- 
der that of men. 

The hand of God is not ſhortened ; and oxr Regent, not to ſpeak of 
others, hath much of reſemblance with the Jewiſh Regent. She hath 
the ſpirit of wiſdom, which 1s an habitual , conſtant, and peaceable 
Propheſic. She gains battels in her Cloſer, and at the foot of Al- 
tars: She gives Judgements under the Palme of the deceaſed King, 
and under her own: andif her good intentions be not obſtructed, ſhe 
will ſuddenly render them under the Olve, and Peace ſhall be the co- 
ronation of her Vertues. | 


MORAL 


The Gallery of Heroick Women. 7 
MORAL QUESTION. 


Whether Women be capable of Government * 


Know very well that there be Politicians who are againſt the go- 

vernment of Women ; but I know allo, that theſe Polititians are 

no Evangeliſts,and that there 1s no Creed as yet made of their Opini- 
nions. Theexample of Debora 18 a famous and Prophetical proof a- 
gainſt their Doctrine. It 1s adeclaration of God himlelf to which there 
arc no Axioms to oppoſe. And when we {ce a woman made the Go- 
yerneſle of his people, and the General of his Armies; a Woman who 
gave Judgements, and gained Battels; a Woman who had the miſſion 
of Prophets, and the Authority of Judges, which were then particu- 
lar Soveraigns and Kings without Unction and Diadem: It cannot 
be ſaid that Women are ablolutely uncapable of Government without 
oppoſing the Sacred Hiſtory, or accuſing with contempt the choice 
which God made of her for the ruling that Nation which he himſelf 
hath ſanCtihed. 

States are not governed by a beard nor by an auſtere Countenance : 
they areruled by the ſtrength of wit, and with the vigour and aGtivity 
of reaſon: and Wit may be as ſtrong, and Realon as vigorous in the 
Head of a Woman, as in that of a Man. There are ſome Planets called 
Males, and others Females. Thele arc not lefle regular nor lefle active 
| then thoſe: they have not leile light, nor are guided by lefle perfect 
Intelligences. As for the want of heat, and the exceſfle of moiſture 
wherewith Women are reproached, beſides that theſe are but ſuper- 
ficial differences, which reach not to the ſoul, nor can place any ine- 
quality between mindes ; it will be granted me, that not the hotand 
cholerick, but the cold and phlegmatick are the wile men. 

Let us ſay likewile that it imports not- of what colour, or of what 
ſtuff a Pilots garment be made, provided he underſtand the Card, and 
have the knowledge of the Windes and Stars : little more doth it im- 
port of what Sex or Complexion the body is, ſcrving but for a gar- 
ment to the ſoul wich governs. The main importance 1s, that this 
foul be well inſtcucted and directed : and it 1s not from the bulk the 
inſtruction 1s formed : it 1snot the ſtrength of the nerves which pro- 
duces good Counſels- If wit and prudence were ſo meanly derived, 
the Law-makers and Wile men of Greece would have been Wraſtlers. 
That ancient Senat, which was the pureſt and moſt {piritual part of the 
Roman World, would have been a company of Gladiators : and if now 
adayes the Miniſters of State wereto apply themſelves to wraſtling and 
running, we muſt chooſe them amongſt Smithsand Seamen. There have 
been ſome weak and tender Princes, to whom the aftairs of two King- 
doms leemed of no weight; and who governed both on this {ide and 

beyond 
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beyond the Seas without quitting their Cloſets. Some ſtrong and ro- 
buſtious ones have Þcen ſcen who bowed under the lighteſt, and were 
diſturbed with the moſt eaſy and gentle affairs. They might be 
exccllent Wraſtlers, but were moſt unfit to be Princes. They were 
compoled of the Arms and Feet of the State, and could bear all its 
Offices: but they were not compoſed of the Head ; they had not the 
form, nor could perform the functions of it. 

It is not then the vegitable part which forms great Princes. The 
good conduct proceeds not from the ftrength of the Arms, nor from 
the well cloſing of the Shoulders : the Stern is handled otherwiſe then 
the Oar ; and other forces and hands are required for the Scepter, then 
the Hatcher. Women as well as Men may have thele hands and forces. 
Prudence and Magnanimity which are the two principal inſtruments 
of Policie, appertain to both ſexes. There 1s as much diſcourſe con- 
cerning the ſight and courage of the Female, as of the Male Eagles. 
The heart of a Lioneſlc 1s as great as the heart of a Lion. And the 
female Palm as well as the male, ſerves to make Crowns, and ſupport . 
Trophies. 

Women are accuſed of exceſle, inconſtancy, and weakneſlie : and 
notorious examples of them are alleadged which cannot be dilayowed. 
Bur ſurely vices proceed from perſons, and not from ſexes: and if we 
abandon reaſon, to a& by producing preſidents and memorials, I fear 
very much that the Catalogue of bad Princes will be found more ample, 
and their actions more dark and ſtaind with blood, then thoſe of bad 
Princeſſes. Let us ſpeak freely,our Ahab was little better then their Jeza- 
bel, nor our Manaſſes then their Athalia, our Tiberins and Caligula were 
not better then their Cleopatra and Meſſaline ; and three or four hours of 
Neros reign proved more fatal to the Roman Empire, then the whole 
lite of his Mother Agrippina, it we except the night of his conception, 
and the day which brought him forth. 

Women cannot only reproach us with the Monſters ob our ſex which 
diſhonoured Diadems and ſullyed Sceptres; but may alloalleadg the 
Vertues and Graces of their own ; which bore them with Dignity and 
managed them with addrefſe. And not to introduce Amazons and o- 
thersin the time of Fables, which are the imaginary ſpaces of Hiſtory : 
Zenobia conlerv'd the conqueſts of her husband Odenatrs,and ſtoutly up- 
held the Forces of the Empire. Pulcheria governed under Theodocins aud 
Marcian, and had Vertue enough to ſupply the duties of two Empe- 
rours, and to contributeunto the happineſſe of two Reigns. The Re- 

ency of Blanch was more fortunate to France, then all the lives of its 
flothful Kings. But it is not needful to look ſo far back into Hiſtory to 
finde women, who have governed with wiſdom and courage. Some of 
them may be found there, whole memory 1s very freſh, and who but 


lately appearedupon the ſtage. 


EXAMPLE 


The Gallery of H eroick Women. | 9 
EXAMPLE. 
Ss : 


Tſabel Infanta of Spain, Arch-Dutcheſle of the 
Low-(ountreys. 


Hear daily that the ſameis ſaid of Spaniards as of Hawks : and it is 
I a common ſaying, That the Females are better then the Males : but 

in my opinion the ſaying is biting and over ſharp: And it would {a- 
vour much more of Civility toſay with one of our Authors, that great 
Queens, and Women fit for commands are of Spain ; as great Kings, 
and valiant Men are of France. To alledg none but celebrious and 
remarkable examples, Blanch the Mother of S. Lew#, Iſabel the Wife 
of Ferdinand, Margarite Daughter to Charles the fitt, and Iſabel her Neece 
the Daughter of Philip the ſecond are ſufhciently illuſtrious, and of 
credit enough to defend this truth. And their bare Names without 
other diſcourſe, may be invincible Arguments, and of foveraign Au- 
thority to ſuch as would prove, that the Princeſles of Spain underſtand 
the Art of ruling powerfully, and with a Majeſtical grace; that they 
know how to manage the Scepter with addreſs: and that there is no 
Crown ſo weighty, which 1s not well ſupported on their Heads. Iwill 
relerve the two firſt for another ſubjze&, and content my {elf to give a 
touch with my Penfil upon the two laſt. They are not as yet clean out 
of our ſight : and we have their pictures drawn to the life, and their 
blood with their ſpirit in our good Queen their Neece. 

Iſabel the Infanta of Spain and Arch-Dutcheſle of the Low-Countreys 
hath ſhown to what height the underſtanding of Women may advance 
in the Science of well governing. And though fortune made her not 
a great Queen; yet Vertue madeher a Heroefſe, who gives place in no- 
thing to thole that make the greateſt noiſe in Hiſtory. I ſhall not need 
to produce Teſtimonies thereupon, or to cite Books and Authors. Our 
whole Age is equally knowing in the life of this wile Princels : her 
memory 1s publtkely honoured in all the Courts of Exrope: nay even 
ſuch as were no Friends to her Houſe, had for her the Caſtilian heart 
and the Flemiſh {pirit. They have applauded her in good earneſt with 
handsfree from the Dominion of Spain : and beſides ſhe is daily crown- 
ed at Paris and Leyden, as well asat Madridand Bruxels. 

Her vertues were no ſhadowes nor parcels of vertues ; they were ſo- 
I;d and perfect ones : vertuesfor every uſe and of every form : and Po- 
licie 1s acquainted with no vertues which had not 1n her all their force 
andextent. Though they have all an affinity with each other, yet all 
of them have not the ſame reſemblance, nor the ſame functions in the 
civil life. There are ſome which are born with us, and are as it wete the 
advances and graces of Nature. There are ſome which muſt be acqui- 
red, andare the fruits of labour and ſtudy. There are ſome which arc 

B ſtrong. 
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ſtrong and vigorous, fit for aGtion : there are pleaſing and poliſhed 
ones which ſerve onely for ſhew. The Infanta poſſeſſed them all : and 
what moſt imports, ſhe had them all great, and in a condition to pra- 
Giſe tem with ſplendor. 

Firſt, ſhe was born with this graceful Soveraignty, and by natural 
right, which hath its title and force upon the face of beautifull per- 
ſons: and this Soverazgntyisa powerful and very uſeful piece when it 
1s well managed : it governs by the bare aſpect themoſt harſh and leaſt 
tractable hearts. It ſoftens the hardeſt commands, and takes from 
them what 1s biting and vexatious- it would infuſe even mildeneſle 
andgraccinto Tyranny. Certainly it 1s not beauty which deliberates, 
which judgeth, which cnaCtts Laws and Ordinances. But the Common 
people, for whom the molt part of Laws and Ordinances are made, 1s 
an Animal into which there enters more of the body then minde, and 
which obeyes more by ſenſe then reaſon. Likewile it is true that this 
flower laſts not long, and appears only in the Spring : but faded Roles 
retain ſtill a good odour: And beſides that the Infanta kept all her 
life time certain remnants beautiful enough, of this firſt flower ; thele 
very remnants were ſupported by ſo ſweet and becoming a Majeſtic ; 
' they were accompanied with ſo many graces and civilities ; and fo many 
other flowers of the latter ſeaſon were mixed with them, as no body 
could well diſtinguiſh between them and thole of Youth. 

The Intellect is the eye of Wildom, and the guide of all vertues. It 
is the chief Miniſter of Princes, and their natural CounſelFer : and Po- 
Iicie can effect nothing if it be not enlightned by it. The Infantas 
underſtanding was ranked amongit the moſt clevated and capable 
ones; and could ſuffice for all the parts and duties of Government. 
There were no aftairs ſo vaſt or weighty, which it did not compre- 
hend and manage with eaſe : there were none ſo obſcure which it did 
not inlighten : none ſo confuſed which it did not ſet in order. Her 
Counſellers were never bufted to finde her wayes and expedicnts : it 
was enough to give their approbation to thole ſhe furniſhed of her 
own: and ſhe never furniſhed any which were not advantagious, and 
according to the mealure of affairs. Beſides this capacity of minde, and 
this interiour prudence even borne with her ; ſhe uſed great care, and 
extraordinary diligence to ſtudy the capacity of other men, and had 
the dexterity to appropriate to her ſelf by a diſcreet and judicious Do- 
cility, the underſtanding and prudence of thoſe Miniſters that aſliſted 
her. This Docility ſo much eſteemed by Politicians, and ſo highly 
preferred before an opiniative and preſumptuous ability, was to her as 
an univerſal ſcience, and a ſecond capacity of greater ule, and leſle 
ſubject toerrour then the firſt. Thereby the being yet in Spain, and in 
the School of her Father King Philip the ſecond, ſhe repleniſhed her 
{clt with the Tights and ſcience of this Prince, the ableſt of his time in 
theſ{cience of Kings. T hereby ſhe framed an abridgement of the experi- 
enceand great age of the Spaniſb Miniſters, and applyed it to her po 
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uſe. Thereby remaining ſingle in the Government of Flanders after 
the Deceale of the Arch-Duke Albertus, ſhe made the underſtanding 
of Cardinal de [2 Cxexua her own. She added to his Prudence that of 
Marqueſs Spinmela, and of Preſident Roſa : And all the wile principles 
of State, wherewith the Grandees at Court were 1inriched, became 
her own. 

Moreover this Capacity did not conſume it ſelf in vain ſpeculations, 
in wandring and fruitleſle Idea's; it was active and attempting, bold 
and laborious. And there have been {ome Princes of great repute, who 
acted lefſe Gallantly and with lefle vigour then this Princels. The 
Pains ſhe took in Audiences 1s incredible: ſhe never made affairs wait 
upon her: never was her Cloſet or minde ſhut to them. never did ſhe 
accuſe them of importunity, nor complained of their crowding in. 
Likewiſe ſhe never remitted them to the care of her Officers: ſhe was 
as jealous of them, asif ſhe had inlpired them with underſtanding and 
conduct ; as if her hands had brought happincſle to them ; as it they 
had taken addreffe and light from her prelence. Secretaries were to 
her rather Officers for ſhew, then uſe. She her felt finiſhed the moſt 
difficult and important diſpatches : and when it was needful to write 
in commanding terms, and in a majyeltical ſtile; when it was neceſlary 
to uſe the Character of Graces, and civil, and obliging expreſſions, ſhe 
did not pay with borrowed words, or hired conceptions; her minde 
furniſhed her abundantly with all that could perlwade Soyeraignly, 
and with Dignity ; and with all that was capable of gaining hearts, or 


taking them by force. 
When ſhe was reſolved for the fiege of Breda, which ſerved fo long 


for the exercile and ſpectacle of all Europe; and which was before the 
ſiege of Rochel the Idea and Maſterpicce of the military Science, ſhe 
wrote with her own hand for aid to all che Princes her Allies; to all the 
Communities of the Low-Countreys for Contributions and Convoyes z 
to all the Commanders of her T roops to iſſue forth Commulſions,and to 
give out Orders. And it may be ſaid, that all the chiet Engines of this 
famous Enterpriſe received from her mouth, from her hand, and pre- 
ſence, a ſpirit of Authority which infuſed vigour into them, and made 
them act with ſucceſle. 

She wanted not even courage and addrefle 1n military affairs: but 
her courage was bound up, and her military addreſle reſtrained. And 
had ſhe not been ſo famous, and 1o very exemplar amongſt modeſt and 
pious women,ſhe might have had the firſt place amongſt the valiant and 
Heroick. It not ſuiting with her condition to fight with her hands, 
ſhe fought with manly counſels, and bold reſolutions. She imployed 
the valour of the heart and the courage of the countenance, where it 
was net permitted her to ule the ſtrength of the Arm. She marched con- 
fidently even into the mouth of. danger, and expected it ſometimes with 
a ſteady pace,though only armed with the ſtability of her mind,and the 


Dignity of her looks. Such as have written the Hiſtory of the wars in 
23 Flanders 
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Flanders ſay, that before the battelof Newport ſhe was pleaſed to be 
preſent at the general Randezvous of the whole Army before Bruges ; 
and that ſhe went from one company to another, animating the Soul- 
diers with the fire which iſſued forth of her eyes and mouth, and with 
the money ſhe ſcattered abroad with her hands. They adde that at 
the Siege of Oftend ſhe viſited their Quarters on horſeback : ſhe encou- 
raged rhe Souldiers, aud ſcent them to fight fortified with preſents and 
promiles : ſhe ordered the batteries, and ſhe her ſelf levelled the Ca- 
nons; as if ſhe had a deſire to manifeſt thereby, ( to uſe this ſaying of 
the Poet ) that the Goddeſſes can thunder as well as the Gods; and 
that they havelike them their Arcenals and Thunderbolts. Certainly 
if it hath been ſaid, that the military ſweat of the firſt Conluls, and 
thole hands which taſted of Liberty, gave to the earth they cul- 
_ tivated a ſtately fecundity mixed with glory; I doubt not bur the 
Canons leyelled by this Frinceſle, received from her eyes and cou- 
rage a ſecond fire which gave ſpirit to the firſt, and redoubled its 
torce. 

But her moſt uſual dutie in her Armies was not to make breaches 
and ruine walls; it was a wholſome and charitable duty : a duty of 
Piety and mercy : and this duty contributed to victory : this mercie 
aſſiſted to the taking of Towns and the gaining of bartels. Knowing 
that there are ſome enemies more formidable, then thoſe againſt 
whom men arm and intrench themſelves : and that the Canon com- 
poled of Iron and Fire is lefſe deſtructive to Armies, then neceſſities 
. and maladies; {he took a particular care of the infirme Souldiers ; ſhe 
cauicd them to be liberally and abundantly turniſhed with neceſſarics. 
She diſpoſed of her Jewels and moneys laid up for her trifling pleaſures, 
to provide them Drugs : and the loſt hours, which another would 
bave imployed at play, and recreative walks, ſhe imployedin furniſh- 
ing them with plaiſters and making ſwath-bands for ſuch as were 
wounded. I have been told of ſome Princes who tore their ſhirts to 
bindeup their Souldiers wounds : I know the name of that Perſon 
who once made his Diadem ſerve to the ſame ule. But concerning this 
matter I have learnt nothing, nor read any thing of Antiquity which 
15not very ordinary, it compared with the Charity of the Infanta. It 
1s very credible, that the vertue of thoſe Remedies wasno wayes weak- 
ned by this Charity : and I donbt not but the Plaiſters and Swath- 
bands, which paſied through ſo pure and beneficial hands, preſerved 
more Souldiers, then Casks and Curreſſes. Whereupon I call to minde 
that couragious Vicjorina, who was called the Mother of Camps and 
Armies. This name indeed 1s full of glory, and in my opinion of higher 
value then the Statues and Triumphs of many Emperours: but of what 
eſteem loecver it be, the Infanta deſerved it by a better title then Vi&Go- 
rina: ſhe was not only the Mother of her Armies, but even the Preſerver 
of them : her charitable acts made them fubſiſt ; her preſence avd Piety 
made them overcome. | 

To 
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To theſe imployments of the field we muſt joyn the inclination and 
dexterity ſhe had in that innocent war and paſtime which is uſed in 
Woods, without ctfuſion of human blood, and without leaving Wi- 
dows and Orphans. She there gave a little more freedom to her mo- 
deſty, and ſufferedits bounds to be a little more enlarged : we know 
likewiſe that ſhe there performed all that a moſt couragious and dex- 
terous perſon could have done. Andas if ſhe had delighted ina danger 
' wherein ſhe might be humanly valiant, and overcome without doing 
hurt; ſhe was ſeen to encounter chafed Wilde-boars with a jave- 
lin in her hand; And to ſhew in this ſingle ſport as ſerious a valour 


and as true courage as would have been requiſite on a breach or in a 


ſet Battel. 

There is a haughty capacity and a ſwelling Pride: There is a ſavage 
Courage and a magnanimity which would fain ſtrike a terrour into 
others. This alliance of vices with vertues was not obſerved in the In- 
fanta, ſhe was both modeſt and capable : ſhe was humble and prudent : 
andher magnanimity though high and couragious was yet ſweetned by 
a goodnefle victorious without Arms, and conquering without vio- 
lence, which gained her more hearts, then all the forces of Spain could 
overcome. This goodneſs did onely acquire her the love of her Sub- 
jects ; bur it gained her Subje&s where ſhe had no Juriſdiction : It 
entertained her ſervants without Penſions or Wages. It made her Do- 


minion of a larger extent then her own Country. It made her reign of a 
longer durance then her life. Befides it was an univerſal goodnefle for all 


uſes: a goodneſſe without delay or reſence: at all howersand in all 
proportions: a ſpring of goodneſle which could not be exhauſted by 
any cffufion : a goodnefle ingenious to dogood ; and to do it ſcaſonably 
and to the purpole ; to doit witha good grace and Majeſty. 

It is wonderfull that this awful Princeſs, who at her pleaſuregives li- 
mits to Fortune and Ambition, and extinguithes the moſt enflamed Pal\- 
ſions ; it is wonderfull I ſay, that even death it ſelf could not ſuſpend 
the inclination ſhe had to do good : and the laſt breath of her life was 


a ſpirit of grace, and an effuſion of good deeds. She had received the 


laſt Sacraments, and her ſoul ſtrengthned with the bread of the ſtrong, 
and prepared by extream unCction, expected only the moment of ex- 
_ Piring, when ſhe remembred that many petitions were remaining in 
her Cabinet unanſwered. Thele were petitions of the afflicted and 
miſerable, who were apparently in danger of never coming out of their 
miſery, if ſhe drew them not forth before the alteration which her 
death was ready to produce 1n affairs: ſhe gave order that theſe peti- 
tions ſhould be brought her; and cauſing her head and hand to be 
raiſed up, ſhe imployed all that remained of her fight and motion to 
figne them in the beſt manner ſhe was able. Surely ſhe could not die 
more gloriouſly, nor with-a more noble and natural effuſion of good- 
neſs. And this makes me remember the Sun, which ſtill enlightens the 


Earth, and doth good to it, cven when it 151n the Eclipſe, Thereby 
| ſhe 


venitics did not diſtaſte; and that her very rigours were obliging. 
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ſhe ſupports whole houſes which are ready to fall : ſhe raifeth up ſome 
whichwere already fallen : and this laſt trembling of her head ſup- 
ported Communities and wrought the preſervation of many Families. 
This was the right way of reigning charitably, and exerciſing a moſt 
benigne Soyeraignty, to give pardons and grant favours in the very 
ſight, and even in the arms of dcath. This was the true way of 
dying Royally, and after an Heroick manner, to riſe up out of the bed 
of death, that ſhe might ſave Families from ſhipwrack which were rea- 
die to periſh, and to employ the laſt breath of her life, to make the 
miſcrable revive ; to reſtore them hope, goods, repole, and Fortunes 
at the very rendring up her {oul. Surely thole ancient Heroes who 
took a yanity to die ſtanding, and to have their bodies upright, and 
their ſouls clevated never died fo nobly, nor in ſo good a poſture. 
And that Prince, the delight of Mankinde, who reckoned amongſt his 
acquiſitions the goods he had beſtowed ; and counted amongſt lis loſſes 
all thoſe which were remaining, how thrifty a manager ſoevyer he 
were of favours and berefits, yet he never arrived to that height as to 
oblige by his laſt breath , and to do good in the laſt motion of his 
Soul. png 

There are forced favours and conſtrained benefits, which fall but by 
drops: there arc ſome which carry with them as it were the ſtings of 
repulſcs and ill Language, and ſerve onely to diſtaſte thoſe that re- 
ceive them. Nothing of this Nature came from the Infanta. 
Her favours were without delay, and often prevented the asking : 
they were all pure, and without thorns : and her benefits reſembled 
gold which ſhould grow without earth and ordure: they were not only 
of great value and lolidity ; but they had beſides much luſtre ; they ſur- 
prized the heart and dazled the ſight, 

This Grace of doing good was the particular charaCter,and as it were 
the proper Beauty and Mark of the Infanta. All her actions, I ſay her 
moſt ſerious and vigorous actions were imbued therewith : her piety 
it ſelf had taken a tincture of 1t : and though her vertue were one of 
the higheſt and treeſt from oſtentation, yet ſhe never did any thing 
fiercely and with ſhagrin : ſhe ated nothing which was not gallant and 
civill, which was not done with reflection and ſtudy, which reliſhed 
not of quaintneſſe and magnificence : Nay, it is ſaid, that eyen her ſe- 


Whereupon it is reJated, that when ſhe was 1n Spain, a certain Knight 
lels wounded in his heargy then head, having entertained her with ſome 
diſcourſes, into which there entred fire and adorarion, the wile Prin- 
cclle who knew very well that there was ſomething of Endimion and 
of the Moon in this man, had more pity then anger for him. And to 
free her ſelf dexterouſly from his importunities procured the King her 
Father to give him an honourable employment attended with a great 
Revenue which carried him far enough oft from Spain. Thereby ſhe ſa- 
tished Vertue without cxaſpirating the Graces, and proved at once fo 

rigorous, 
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rigorous and indulgent to this melancholly perſon, that with one ſtroke 
ſhe puniſhed his love, and made him a Fortune. 

Above all, this goodneſs of the Infanta appeared admirable in ſup- 
porting ruined Powers, in comforting great wounded Fortunes in con- 
| ſerving the Luſtre and Dignity of eclipſed Planets ptit out of their 
Houſes and Courſes. To perform the like aGs of mercy, another ſort 
of charity is required then 1s praciled in Hoſpitals: and the pain of an 
ulcerated Prince demands other lenitives then the pain ofa broken Leg, 
andof an Arm cutoff. The Infanta did ſundry times ſuch good deeds, 
* and her charities have aſcended eyen to crowned Heads. Princes flying 
to her for protection, and decayed Princeſſes found with her their 
Houſe and Rank. They found there preparatives and remedies for 
their wounds, even pretious preparatives, and agreable and perfumed 
remedies: and the Hand it ſelf which touched them was ſoskilful, as 
to charm their anguiſh, and to take away the feeling, and almoſt the 
very remembrance of their falls. 

Authority which is to Princes a Crown withour matter, and a cha- 
racer of inviſible Majeſty ; which 1s in thema vertue that a&s with- 
out motion, and procures them obedience without force or violence : 
This Authority I ſay, which is formed out of jthe vertue of a Prince, and 
out of the eſteem of his Subzeds, was ſoveraign in the Infanta, and 
alone afteced more then all the Engines of Spain aſliſted with all the 
Mines of the Indies could have done. She neither wanted Armies nor 
Cittadels to ſupport her Commands: and what ſhe did with two words, 
another could not have done with four Cittadels, and as many Armies, 
Her Subjects obeycyd her intentions, what marks ſoever they had of 
them, and by whatmouth ſoever they were declared. Even ſtrangers 
and enemies honoiyed her Name, and had for her, ſubmiſſions of re- 
ſpe&, and complawancies of eſteem ; even to that degree that the 
French, who had not reſpe&ed the Kings Authority before the Barri- 
ers of the Louure; and the Royal Pallace yielded reſped& tothe Autho- 
rity of the Infanta even upon the Frontiers of her Countrey, and had 
a {cruple to fight threeſcore leagues from Bruxels. 

All thele vertues of Peace and war which became familiar and do- 
melſtick to the Infanta, which aſliſted herin her Cloſet, and followed 
her in the field, were under the conduct of another ſuperiour vertue, 
and of a higher diſcent. I ſpeak of Religion which is the Tutreſſe of 
States, and ought to be the Superintendent of Policie. That truly was 
the predominant vertue of thisgreat Princeſlc : but it wasnot a {uper- 
ſtitious and timerous Religion , a Religion of ſcruples and apith fa- 
ces; much lefſe was it of thole artificial and painted ones, which com- 
pole and fit themſelves for ſhew, which have ſtudied looks, and tears 
of reſerve for the publick, which deride 1n private the masked part 
they aG& in Churches. The Infanta was ſolidly religious, and even with 
vigour of ſpirit: ſhe was humble and ſubmiſſive to God without de. 


jection : ſhedreaded him with that reſpe@&ful fear which is the only 


fear 
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fear of the wiſeand conſtant. Nobleneſle and Dignity were to her {o 
inherent, as they centred in a manner againſt her will into all her good 
works: And in her leaſt devotions there was a tincture of Majeſty, 
and ſome thing I know not,what which hada touch of the greatneſs of 
her birth. Andurely to ſpeak my thoughts of it; Great men are not 
permitted to be lefle devout then mean perſons : and crowned heads 
owe no lefle ſubje&tion to God then others. But the devotion of Great 
ones ought to be more magnificent and reſplendent, then that of in- 
feriour perſons: And crowned heads even in their ſubmiſſions, and 
when they humble themſelves have a luſtre and motion of dignitie | 
which others want. The fire of *the mountains which God himlelf 
hath touched is another kinde of fire, then all thoſe which are enkin- 
dled with the fat and moiſture of the valleyes : And the majeſtical 
ſubmiſſion of the Palm, bowing under the weight of its fruits, renders 
far morc honour to Heaven, then the lightnels of a reed under the firſt 
winde which ſtirs 1t. | 

As the greatneſſe and dignity of the Infanta aſliſted her piety, and 
had their place andſhare inall her devotions : ſo her picty entred into 
all the actions of greatneſſe and dignity which related either to her 
_ quality or office. It had the firſt rank and principal Authority in her 
Counſel : It was preſent in the beginning and end of all her enter- 
priſes: It gave them the platforms and defignes of all that was to be 
exccuted, both within and out of her Dominions : And what propo- 
ſition ſoever was made either for Peace or War, 1t was alwayes the firſt 
heard. This Picty had likewile its part in the Iiberalities and profuli- 
ons of the Infanta ; and diſpenſed them fo Chriſtianly and with ſo gene- 
ral a Charity, as they overflowed even into the houſes of the poor. 
By this means Churches and Hoſpitals became th@eſtival recreations 
of the Palace: Citizens did not fait for the good cheer of Courtiers: And 
mercy as well as magnificence did honour to the: publick. Even diver- 
tiſements and paſtimes were practiſed ih the fight of this piety proper 
for all uſes : It brought thither order and diſcipline: It took from 
themeven the indecency of geſture, and the immodeſty of diſcourle : 
It only left them a ſerious and regular gallantry, and a moſt pureand 
ſpotleſſe joy. Afﬀeairs were alſo bleſſed and proſperous in the hands of 
{o religious a Privceſle. Flanders was never more happy then in her 
time : And it hath been very evident ſince her death, that warandill 
fortune bore her reſpect while ſhe lived. But the vertues of this great 
Princeſſe detain us too long: behold more matter then is requiſite to 
crown her. Let us make the draught which we promiſed of her Aunt 
the Dutcheile of Parma; and let us examine whether there will be mat- 
ter enough to compolea fair crown to her memory. 


Margarite 
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Marearite of eAuſlria Dutcheſle of Parma and Go- 
verneſle of the Low-(ountreys, 


| ARGARITE of Auſtria Dutchefſe of Parma may well be 
placed with the Infanta Iſabel her Neece, and ſerve asan adyan- 
tagious and modern proof for the Government of Women. 
She had much of the ſpirit and addrefle of Charles the Fift ; I ſay of 
that ſpirit of government and authority, and of that politick addreſle 
which did more miſchief to France, then all the forces and machina- 
tions of /the Empire united and combined againſt her. She being 
ſprightly and already capable by her birth, it was not very difficult to 
poliſh her ſelf by practiſe, and to adde to lo excellent a nature, as toa 
rare and valuable matter, perfe& habits, and exquiſite and accompliſh- 
ed comportments. She received the firſt ſtrokes of theſe habits in the 
Court of Florence, where adverſity furniſhed her all it could with the 
beſt impreſſions, and moſt exa& and faireſt forms. A ſecond marriage 
having cauſed her to paſle from thence into the houſe of Ferneſe; the 
diſcipline and cares of Paul the Third, the ableſt perſon of his time in 
the Science of Princes, compleated in her minde the rough draught ſhe 
had brought from the School of the Medicean Family. 

A while after ſhe was called to the Government of the Low-Conn- 
treyes by Philip the Second, who had lels regard in this choice to the 
blood and memory of Charles his Father, then to his proper intereſt, 
and to the conſervation of his Patrimony of ſeventeen Provinces. 
They remained yet all in peace and obedience when the Dutcheſs of 
Parma arrived there : and there was then no ſpeech of Factions or 
States, Guex or Kereticks. But this calm laſted not long : And the 
Hereſies of Germanyand Geneva, which had crept into thoſe Provinces 
quickly drew thither Rebellion after the difſention. This alteration 
of time gave work enough to the Goyernels : but it was a glofious 
work and full of reputation, wherein ſhe had Kings for her Encou- 
ragers, and was looked on by all Exrope with aſtoniſhment. It was 


likewiſe to the wile and ſpeculative of that time a wonderful ſpeQacle 
toſcea woman wraltle alone againſt ſo great and dangerous a ſtorm. 


Yet ſhe got the upper hand at laſt : and after nine yeers of agitation, 
ſhe brought back the velsel into the Haven in deſpite of the windes 
and tides, which had forced it out. I lay that ſhe was to wraſtle alone 
againſt the ſtorm ; becauſe the Councel it ſelf had begun the trouble, 
and the Miniſters hired to fave the velsel were the firſt that ſplit it, and 
made way for the waves. 

Granville Archbiſhop of Arras, whom King Philip hadaſſigned to the 
Governels for an honourable Spye, and a Pedagogue railed to the 
degree of a Miniſter of State, gave her morejealoufic and diſtruſt then 
good advice, and proved rather obſtructive, then afliſtant to her. His 

C Corriyals 
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Corrivals and Enemies accuſed him of all the1ll had hapned. Such as 
ſtood indifterent,ſulpefted him for raifing a tumult in the velsel, to rhe 
end the ſtern might be wholly left to himfelt. As for the Prince of 
Orange, the Earls of Egmondand Horn, the Marqueſle of Berg, and other 
Dutch Lords, being all declared enemies againſt Granwille, and ſecret 
Corrivals to each other, all ſuſpe&ed of Rebellion, and ill affected co 
the Domination of ſtrangers, they brought nothing to the Councel, 
but a ſpirit of contradiction and confuſion ; nothing but intereſted 
and partial opinions, nothing but hidden conſpiracies and open ani- 
moſtities, By which means they more imbroyled then afliſted the Go- 
yernels:and not daring either to rejze& or take their advice,ſhe might be 
truly ſaid to be abandonedamongſt all theſe guides, becauſe they were 
either ſuſpected or difloyal ; and that it was equally dangerous either 
to leave or follow them. Nevertheleſs ſhe forcibly overcame all theſe 
difticulties ; ſhe dextcrouſly looſned her {elf from thele incombrances : 
And after diverted and diſcovered conſpiracies ; after extinguiſhed, and 
chaſtiſcd Seditions;after the revolt of Towns reduced to obedience,ſhe 
 chaſedaway Rebellion and Hereſie out of Flanders : ſhe ſweetly and 
dexterouſly tyedup again the Lion which gaped after liberty, and had 
already broken a piece of hischain. The States of Holland would have 
been at preſent but a Republick in Idea; and Leyden would: have 
been as ſubject to Spain as to Bruxels, if King Philip had left tor a Jonger 
time the Government unto the Dutcheſs of Parma. Ruy Gomes and the 
Duke Feria were indeed of this opinion : Likewiſe none but indulgent 
and popular Miniſters were ignorant, that clemency is more perſuaſive, 
and makes it ſelf better obeyed then ſeverity. But the advice of Car- 
dinal Spinoſa and the Duke of Alva carrying it againſt their opinions ; 
the King concluded upen the way of rigour and force. The duke of 
Alva, bcing {cnt to put them in execution, opened afreſh with fire and 
ſword thole wounds, which lenitives had cloſed up : and what the dex- 
terity and mildencſs of a wile and obliging woman had re-eſtabliſhed, 
was ruincd by the violences of a bloody and rigorous Miniſter of State. 
Philip to repair this errour reſolved to ſend back the Dutcheſs into 
Flanders, which very earneſtly demanded her, believing that its cure 
could come from no other hand then hers. But he defired it too late 
and out of {caſon. God thought that ſhe had laboured enough, and 
ſufficiently overcome 3 and therefore called her to give her repoſe, and 
the crowns ſhe had merited. The F lemings being out of hope to have 
her Perſon, conſerved her Memory : They honoured her in Publick, 
and in their houſes, and whereas they had ſolemnly, and with ringing 
of Bells thrown down that infolent and proud ſtatue which the Duke 
of Alva had caulcd to belct up in the Citadel of Antwerp, they erected 
in their hearts, which were ſtronger then Citadels, a ſtatue of pure 
eſteem andglory to the Dutchels of Parma. 
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9, their Fortune : their Armie compoled of ſo many 
a3 Kg Troops and Engins of war was defeated by the 
<>) lfſraclites, who are ſtill purſuing the remainder of 
it. And all the preſages are deceitful, nay even 
Propheſie it ſelf is alyer, or their Empire ſhaken by this Blow 
will notmuch longerexpzc its fall : the Ezrth 1s covered over 
with the bloody parcels of ſo formidable a Bodtie ; ſome of 
them have fallen upon all the Mountains, and into all the 
Valleys of the Countrey ; and the ſtately Head thereof,which 
hath hitherto rolled along, happens to be broken 1n pieces by 
the Hand of this VVoman- It1s Fabel who hath finiſhedthe 
overthrow of the Canaanites by the death of their General, 
whom ſhe killed with a Nail in her own 1 ent, where he had 
{heltred himſelf after the routing of his Armie:theis ſtill moved 
with the blow ſhe ſo lately ſtruck. Certainly ſhe could 
not haye given a more hazardous one, nor of greater conſe - 
quence: andthe Age of our fore- fathers which was an *.ge 
of Miracles and of prodigious Adventures, hath never-ſeen 
any thing of like Courage, nor ot greater Fame. 
The joy ſhe felt at the ſucceſle of fo high an enterpriſe adds 
new luſtre to hereyes, and a ſecond grace to herface, "3 he con- 
fidence of her looks correſponds with the boldneſle of the 


Action : her hands armed with the fatal Hammer, which Pr 0- 


ved of more force then the warlike Engines of the Enemies, 


and performed more then all the Lances and Swords of the 
Iſraelites, prepared themſelves to gain aſecond Victory: And 


C3 yet. 
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yet her Handsall heated as they are with breaking the Chain 
and Y oak of 1fracl upon the Head of Siſera, ſeem willing to 
g1ve the like blow even unto the Ghoſt of the Cananean King, 
whom her imagination hath brought Captive to her, and 
loaden with Chains, 

Nevertheleſle S;era wraſtleth 1n vain againſt the Earth. At 
the ſame time he puſhes with his arms as 1c were to force her to 
vive back: and by a contrary effort he ſeems willing to carry 
her away with his head. Has heart ſtrives within to ſuccour 
the wounded part, and not being able of himſelf to afsilt ir, 
with all the remainder of his force, he conveyes thither £ nger, 
Rage,and Deſpair. Theſe impotentand furious Paſsjons appear 
confuſedly, and with horror on his face ſwollen with the blood 
and ſpirits which are there poured out from the whole bodie. 
It would be hard to diſtinguiſh. them by their proper features, 
and by the Colours which are natural to them : All of them 
have participated of the Anguiſh which 15 mingled with them, 
and are grown either pale with Death which entred by this 
wound, or red with the blood which flowed from thence. 

Fliseyes, which to him had been 11] Adviſers and unfaithful 
guards, and had ſuffered themſelves to be ſurpriſed by beauty 
and ſleep, bewail the mortal errour they had committed, 
and ſcem willing to caſt forth with their blood and tears the 
pleaſing poyſon which they have taken in from the looks of 
F. hel: Beſides they turn up and down 1n their laſt pains, as 1f 
they ſought her out toreproach her of Infidelity; And che very 
ſight of Debyra and Barac hapning to be preſent at this I ra- 
gick ſpectacle increaſes their torment and begets in him a ſe- 
cond contuſion: The victory of his Enemies proves a tor- 
ment to him : Death, nay even ſuch a death made 1t another 
death to him. But the third yet more ſenſible and cruel death 
was, that hisenemues1n his yery preſence and ſight rejoyce at 
his death and at their viRtory. 

Surely allo this ſight\may be called the death of Si/era, and 
the wound which he received therby in his heart though te caſt 
forth no blood atall, 1s yet more painful to him then that of his 


plerced head; You would ſay that he is ready to dart ont of 
his 
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his mouth a thouſand Blaſphemies againſt Heaven , and as 
many Imprecations againſt Fahel » But his voice 15 ſtifled with 
che preſſe of his paſsions, and dies in his throat; T here 1fſuech 
forth of it nothing but froth , which 1s the blood of his in- 
flamedrage, andnot being able to blaſpheme with his rongue, 
he blaſphemeth with his countenance and the motion of his 
lips. Deboraand Barac look upon him 1n ſilence, and with a 
kinde of Religtous horror. Aſtonmiſhment which opens their 
mouth, deprives them of breath, and their ſtretched out hands 
ſeem willing to ſpeak for their tonguesthat are tyed up. 

The very ſervants whichare of their I rain are {trucken with 
the like amazement; and as 1f there were a charm 1n this ſpe- 
acle, 1t took from them their voice by gazing on it. Siſera 
who could not aſtoniſh them by his valour, and with a ſword 
in his hand, doth now amaze them by his pumtihment, and 
with the Nailin his head. Andif all the people ſhould be de- 
ſtroyed, if the Ark it {e!f were a captive, andit the Cheru- 
bums which guard it were priſoners, there could not appear 
more Trouble in the minde of Barac, nor more Emotion up- 
on the face of Debora. But this trouble and Emotion will be 
quickly followed with joy, and every one reſuming the Fun- 
ction which this ſpectacle hath ſuſpended, Debora 1nſpired with 
the ſpirit of Propheſie ſhall ſinga Hymn unto God of the won- 
ders which have finiſhed ſo greata war withthe point of anall, 
and deſtroyed the Empire of the Canaanites with the ſtroke 


of ahammerand bythe hand of a woman. 


——— 


SONNET. 
| N Jahels Breſt a Hero's Soul ſurvives, 


Which prompts her modeſt thoughts to brave atchrves : 


Her flaming eyes declare with how much heat, EE 1 
She did an Army im one Head defeat. 


Siſera lies ſtrugling,his black Sol doth groan, 
T hat by a Womans hand he's overthrown : 
ade ſc 
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Ic quits bis Breaft, amazed Rage conceives, 


eAnd in his Blood its wrath enkmdled leaves. 
Behold Man's fickle ſtate, how neer allyd 


His Rune is to bis inſulting Pride; 
eAnd with what eaſe this Ball ts eUry way 
By Fortune racketea, to finde ber play. 


She can advance him when in moſt deſpair, 

eAs though ſhe rais d him with a puff of Ar : 
eAs ſtrangly too, without her VV heels full poiſe, 
She by the pricking of a NC ail deflroyes. 


THE ELOGIE OF FAHEL. 


AHEL gave the laſt blow unto the Pride .of the 
Canaanites, and finiſhing the victory which Debora 
had begun, ſhe ſhewed that God had cholen the 
1 hands of a Woman to break the yoke of his peo- 
| ple. Siſerathe Lieutenant General of Fabin, ſccing 
his Army defeated by the Iſraelites, ſaved himſelf a- 

toot in the Tent of Fahel : But Death knows no 
Sanctuary or place of Retuge: And it 1s evident, that ſhe {uftered him 
to lip away in the heat of the conflict, to kill him afterwards more at 
calc, andar more lealure out of the Battel. Fahel inſpired by God re- 
ccivedhim : And to quench the extream thirit which labour, fligkt and 
tear had cauicd, prefented him with milk to drink. 

There are {ome dangerous charities and courteſies whereof we muſt 
beware : . And ſometimes the preſence of Women have defeated thoſe 
who could not be overcome by ſtratagems or armed Legions. Vexa- 
ation, wearinefſe, rogerher with the treſhnels of this drink having 
lulled aſleep the unfortunate Siſera, Fahel without noiſe pulled up one 
of the Nails wherewith her Tent was faſtned, and with the blow of a 
Hammer ſtrook it lo deep into his head, as the Nail pierced it clean 
through, and centred into the earth with his blood and Soul. This Wo- 
man was worth an Armic; anda Nail in her hand effe&ed that which 
tcn thouland Lances, and as many Swords werenot able to cttect. 

You may well believe that this action was done by infpiration, other- 
wile ſhe would not have violated Hoſpitality, which 1s naturally holy 
and according to the Law of Nations ; She would not haye corrupted 


a Tood turn and favour, nor have ſtaind it with blood and murther : 
She 
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She would have at leaſt reſpected the gentleneſſe of her Sex, and the 
ſanctity of her Tent : But it was Gods will on that day, that two Wo- 
men ſhould work the Redemption of a whole Nation: And that by 
this exainple they ſhould tcach poſterity that great forccs are not ne- 
ceſſary to great Actions; that the powers of the carth break alunder 
if never 1o little touched ; and that without framing Engines or 
rolling mountains there nceds but one thruſt to: caule the fall of a 


Coloſſus. 


AMORAL REFLECTION. 


F Fear that if I propoſe the Example of Fabel to gallant women,ghey 
[ will rezc& my propoſition and abhor the blood and cruclty of this 
Precedent. Neverthelcſs they may 1mitate her without violating the 
Laws of Hoſpitality ; without exaſperating the mildenels of their 
Sex; without inraging or ſtaining the Graces with blood : There are 
no more Canaanites to overcome,nor 1s there another S7ſerz to vanquith : 
But there arc uncircumciled vices and forrcign habits, there are com- 
manding and tragical Paſſions, which are to the faitatul at this day what 
Siſeraand the Canaanites were heretofore to the Iſraelites: Nor only Men 
ought to take up arms againſt theſe {piritual T yranrs ; but even \Vo- 
men allo muſt enter into this war, and the neutrality which they ſhould 
hold with them would be a kinde of treafon and apoitacy. Above all, 
if there be any woman who hath entertained ſome Siſera 1n her Clolet, 
who hath opened her heart, and promiſed ſecurity unto lome predomi- 
nant Paſſion ; ſhe ought to be adyertifed, that this fort of charity is 
deſtructive and not to be confided in; and that toward luch refugiats 
mercy proves cruel, and fidelity ſcandalous and of dangerous example. 
Saul was reproved forthe like mercie ſhown to the king of the Amale- 
kites, and becauſe he was pitiful out of ſeaſon, and againft the will of 
God; he loſt both Crown and Life. T ake heed of the like fault, if you 
be not prepared againſt the Ike misfortune. And it you haveattorded 
a place of retreat to ſome Soveraign paſſion, to ſome Capital and com- 
manding vice; Remember that you are bound in honour both to betray 
it,andto keep no faith with it ; asit isa Siſera to you,lo ought you to be 
a Jahel toit; and you ſhall beto it an Heroick and victorious Jahel,if you 
lull it aſleep with the blood of the Lamb, and plant a Nail of the Crots 
in the Head of it, 


AMORAL 


24 TheGallery of Heroick Women, 


A MORAL QUESFION. 
I bether there was Infidelity in the AG of Jahel © 


He a& of Jahelis not numbred amongſt thoſe which inſtantly gain 
- approbation, and which at firſt ſight informs the underſtanding. 
The colour of it is not ſo beautifull, nor the face of it lo taking. 
There appeareth therein much dexterity and courage : but there 1s de- 
ccipt inthis addreſs;and this courage hath ſomething of barbarous in it : 
chiefly, the breach of faith ſeems in that action very evident ; cabinet 
and chamber-declaimers cannot fail to fill their Common places there- 
with, and to compole a piece againſt the infidelity of women : But 
ee every where elle we muſt defie ſeeming illuſions and the falſe 
lights of the luperticies. We muſt beware of faſtning our opinions up- 
on the extcriour of things, and of judging by the colour. The outſide 
13deceitful and cozens into belicte. And very often colours are more. 
lively and have more luſtre about vice then vertue. Moreover ſince the 
holy Ghoſt himlclt hath fer forth the praiſe of Jabel ; ſince he hath 
inlpired her with a prophetick mouth, and hath even dictatcd it to one 
ol his writers, we necd not tear to hazard our eſteem upon his appro- 
bation ; nor make a ſ{crupleto honour the memory of a vertue, where- 
ot hehath Ictt us the Elogie and picture after his own manner. 
There was then prudence and conduc, addreſle and courage in this 
ation of Jabel; and particularly fidelity which is queſtioned was here- 
in couragious and magnanimous: It was fortified with zeal, and con- 
lecrated to Religion. I know not whether Jahel might owe ſomething 
to Siſergand the Canaanites who were the enemics of God, Tyrants over 
his people, and publick oppreſlors of the poſterity of the Patriarchs. 
But Tknow very well that ſhecouldnot engageunto them a ſecond faith 
againſt the firſt which ſhe owed to God againſt the Law of her fore- 
fathers and to the ruine of that holy nation: A treaty of this nature 
had been an Apoſtacie of State and Religion : and ſhe could not have 
Kept her word without the breach of her faith, without betraying her 
brethren, without finning againſt God and Moſes. 

The Holy Scripture very well oblerves that there was ſome kinde of 
peace between the houle of her husband Hebar, and the Canaanites. 
Bur this was not a regular peace, and according to uſual forms: It was 
but a good interval hardly and dearly purchaſed by the weakeſt ſide; 
It was but a cellation of incurſions andpillages which the Canaanites ac- 
corded to the houle of Hebar in re{pect of the contributions they drew 
irom them: And doubtleſle this Accord on Hebars part was without 
prejudiceto the faith he owed to God and his people, and this particu- 
lar repole which he purchaſed was not a falling off from the common 
caule. It was 1n all probability of the ſame nature as particular Trea- 

tics 
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tics arc now adayes between common people reſiding upon Frontiers, 
who repel tire and {word with money, who divert the inundation and 
inroad of the Enemie by contributions which they lay upon them ; 
this is properly ca]led, and without abuſing the term, to CONJure a tem- 
peſt, and charm iv ilde beaſts. But theſe charms and conjurations do 
not binde the Common people. who pur them in practile. They live 
within the limits of juſtice, and under the duty of joyning as occaſion 
ſerves with the Troops of their Frince, of marching againſt the com- 
mon cnemic, of purluing the lame beaſts which they themliclyes 
had enchanted. 

The Treatic of Hebar with the Canaanites was in this form; It was 
nota ſurrender of his righr, nor a diſpeniation of his duty; It was an 
innocent Charm againit fire and ſword, againſt Tyrants and oppre(- 
ſors; And the war undertaken againſt them proceeding trom the will 
of God, ſignitied by expreſle revelation, and declared by the Regent 
Prophetels, as he might liſt himſelt withour any Treachery amongſt 
the Troops, and joyn his Arms with the common Arms for the liberty 
of the people , ſo Jahel with a good Conſcience and merit might let 
her hand to the ſame work : ſhe might be aiding by her dexterity and 
forces to break the Chain of her brethren : ſhe might finiſh by a parti-: 
cular inſpiration the victory which Debora had begun with publick Au- 
thority, and by the Spirit of Prophelie. 

This Ra Fs inſpiration ſupported the common Intereſt, and 
ſtrengthened natural reaſon: And ]ahel excited on the one li fide, and 
pcr{waded on the other, expoled for the people both her lite and repu- 
tation to a hazardous enterpriſe, and which might leave her an ill Fame. 
Thereby ſhe performed an Heroick Ac of fidelity towards God whom 
ſhe obeyed, towards the Law of her Anceſters ore” ſhe eſtabliſhed 
by the ruine of the oppoſite Power ; towards her people, whole yoke 
ſhe brake, and whole chains ſhe rent in pieces; towards poſterity to 
which ſhe conſerved both Religion and the Sanctuary, Freedom and 
Hope. 

Nevertheleſe this Ac 1s reckoned amongſt thoſe cxtrordinary ones 
which lurpaſs received Laws, and exceed ſuch meaſures as are in ule. 
It may well give us admiration and reſpect, but we cannot frame a mo- 
del of 1t, and draw copies from thence. And fince Fidelity is an eflen- 
tial part ina Gallant Woman, 1t is proper to produce ſome example 
whereby vertueall Pure and without the leaſt appearance of ſtain mav 
{crve aswell for Imitation as Sheww. 


D EXAMPLE 
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EXAMPLE. 
7oan of Beaufort Queen of Scotland, and Catherine Douglas. 


T is with the Hiſtory of Scotland as with thoſe frightful pigures 
wherein nothing 1s repreſented but dead and wounded Bodies; no- 
thing but fired houſes and ruines. One cannot ingage himlclf in it 

withour paſling over blood and murthers; nay even upon ſacred blood, 
and paracide murthers; and it 1s very ſtrange that ſo little a crown 
ſhould be divided by ſo many factions and fo often ſtained with the 
dcath of thoſc who have worn 1t. 

That of James the Firlt was a Tragedy which might paſſe for an Or1- 
ginal cither in the time of Arrexs, or in the Age of Oedipus ; But as 
there is never any Age repreſented lo cruel whercin ſome perſon of 
good life doth not intervenc, who reads not upon the ſtage leſſons of 
Vertue and corrects the {candal which others give. Two women who 
were prelent at the death of this good Prince,gave an example of Fide- 
lity which cannot be ſeen now adayes i in hiſtory without applaudig 
and crowning tt, at leaſt in thought. 

The Earl of Athole a Scotchman being poſleſicd with the Ambition 
of Reigning, which is a bloody Devil, and the Inſtigator of Paracidcs, 
conſpired againlt his Nephew King James: and becauſe he could not 
depolc him but by death,relſolved to have his head to obtain his crown: 
This rclolution raſhly taker, and obitinately determined, he ſ{ecks out 
truſty and relolute Executioners , and without going out of his own 
Race, he found ſome who were cruly fit inſtruments for ſuch an undec- 
taker: At the appointed day a Groom of the Kings Bed-chamber 
brings them 1n, and ſhews them the door without defence. This Trai- 
tor leduced by the Earl had taken aw ay the bolt, asif he meant to cor. 
rupt andatiotiate it tohis crime. 

All things being prepar'd for theExecution,and themoment of the laſt 
Act appr caching, an Officer diſcovered the Conſpirators, and deſiring 
to recover the Kings Bedchamber from whence henewly came, he drew 
bs himſclt their firſt bpws, and the prologue of their fury. At the 
noic of this firit Atlaſſinate Catherine Douglas who was attending on the 
Queen, runs to the door, and finding it without any ſtay, and unca pablc 
ot reliſtance, preſt by IS courage aiid neceſlity, (which ; 1s inventive, 
and renders cvcry thing defenſive) makes her arm ſupply the place of 
the bolt, which the Traiterous Groom of the Chamber had taken away. 
Surely F: hcrarm had been as ſtrong as her heart, the door would have 
ſtood out again{t tire and ſword,nay even againſt Engines and Canons: 
Butnot being made tor this ule,it was broken at the firſt aſlault,and the 
murtherers paſling over th \c belly of the faithful Lady, entred furiouſly 


uyon the King wW ho had no other guard then his Queen, 
| This 


The Gallery of Heroick Women. 27 


This good and couragious Princeſs was no way frighted at the glit- 
tering of ſo many {words already ſtaind with blood, and even reaking 
with the murther which was newly committed at the door. She bold] 
advanced before her husband,and alone aced the part ofal the Archers 
of his Guard : But the match wastoo unequal, and fidelity being aban- 
doned,and without arms could not refiſt a multitude, nor overcome an 
armed Furie. : — 

The King being thrown on the ground, the Queen caſt herſelf upon 
him, and covered him with her body, to the cnd at leaſt he might not 
be wounded but through her wounds, nor receive death but through 
her own : Her Sex was not reſpe&ed, the Vertues and Graces of 
her perſon proved no Sanctuary to her : ſhe received two blows 
upon her husbands body: and theſe furious Murtherers having at 
laſt by Violence taken her from him, the poor Prince being man- 
gled all over with wounds, rendered up his ſoul in the tears and 
blood of his wife; The Author of this execrable Parricide, and 
the cruel executioners who had aſſiſted him with their hands, carried 
not far the blood of their Prince. Divine Juſtice, and the revenging 
Angel of Kings followed them by the track and voice of this blood 
which cryed out againſt them; and there was none of them which was 
not brought to condigne puniſhment : there was made the ſame ex- 
ample in ſeveral ſpeGacles, and the people had full Jleaſure to be in- 
ſtructed,and to glut themſelves with their puniſhment. The deteſtable 
Earl of Athole was reſerved for the laſt at of the Tragidy, which laſted 
three dayes; 1n cach of which he appeared under ſeveral Engines of 
torment and terrour, with a Crown of hot iron upon his head. And 
thereby unfortunatly and contrary to his own ſenſe was verified the 
vain prediction of a woman, who had aflured him, that he ſhould be 
one day ſolemnly crowned, and beforea great aſſembly of people. 

| We may learn by this Hiſtory that the Majeſty of Kings 1s ſacred ; 
that their blood and lives are holy things, and that there is in Heavena 
particular Tribunal, and ſelected Executioners eſtabliſhed againſt thoſe 
who violate them. From hence allo it islearnt, that the end of Ambi- 
tion is commonly bloody and tragical, and that it is a dangerous thing 
and full of hazard to commit crimes and to attempt upon the promiſes 
of a Fortune-Teller. In fine to rerurn to my fubje& we are taught 
thereby that the ſtrength of handsis not neceſſary for the force of Adti- 
on, that delicate and poliſhed Graces can do as much as couragious and 
ſtrong Vertues, andthat Women are no lefle capable of an Heroick and 
eminent fidelity then Men, 
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JHIS firong place which ſeems to be 
borne upon the top of this Rock 1s the 
Citie of Bethuka; And this Camp 
which takes up all the Plain about it 1s 
the Camp of the eA/yrians who beſiege 
it. You may boldly approach it, ' and 
TJ mmRT23%R | pals ſecurely and without fear even to 
— th cnt of Holfernes. VV ine and ſleep 
have defeated all the Courts of Guards, They have not left a 
Centinel which was not laid on the ground; even the Fires 
which ſhould watch for the whole Camp become drowſy, and 
are half extinguiſhed. You would ſay that they have been cor- 
rupted, or forgotten the ancient Diſcipline: Do not accuſe the 
liberty of the Souldiers,nor the negligence of theCommanders. 
A ſtronger vertue then the Souldiers, anda greater Authority 
then the Officers hath overcome them both , and confounded 
the duties and orders of VVar. 
 Thisdefeat without murther or effuſion of blood 1s a blow 
from the Angel of [/rael who 1s come 1 perſon to defend the 
Frontters of Iis Countrey ; He hath made darkneſle which 
hath ſomething I know not what, of reſemblance with that 
which he heretofore cauſed in Egypt. And the Night was ad- 
vanced by his command to contribute its ſilence and obſcurity 
to the great Action which he prepares. But this obſcurity 
ſerves onely for the enemies of the people of God, this intell1- 
gentnight is diſcreet, like that of Fgype; 1t knows hoy to diſtin - 
guſh 
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guiſh the faithful, and to put a difference of perſons. That 
which is cloudy and dark for others ſhall be light forus, And 
were there nothing bur the brightneſle of theſe Inminous ſpi. 
rits added to the reſplendency of the zeal and eyes of Fudith, 
which ſeemto infire all the pretious ſtones of that ſtately Pa- 
villon, yet there would be enough to diſcernfrom thence the 
Tragedie which is begun in the Tent of Holofernes. 

All things are diſpoſed there,to a ſtrange revolution , and this 
fatal conjuncture hath 1n an 1aſtant reduced to extremity the 
life of Holofernes, the honourof Fudith, and the ſafety of Be- 
thulia. Thegallant and victorious VVidow who ſo couragi- 
oully expoſeth her honour for the ſafety of her people, hath but 
this moment tomanage; and ſhe doth not happily manage 
it and with ſucceſle, theres anend of her honour and the ſafety 
of herpcople; there is an end of Betbuha, even of Feruſalem 
it ſelf andof the Temple beſieged in Bethul:: Ir is her work 
to fave all this; and all this cannot be done but by one ſtroak 
and by thedeath of Holofernes. Behold how ſhe is prepared to 
vive this fatal and important blow, which muſt cut of an hun- 
dred and fifty thouſand-heads, and reſtore ſpirit and heart to 
ewelve deſolate Provinces. She did not cauſe Legions or armed 
Elephants to march before her; {he came not accompanied 
with Giants or Engins of war : ſhe 1s only invironed with 
Beauty and Graces : Butit1s a bold and victorious Beauty, 
they are magnanimous and conquering Graces : ſhe 1s onely 
guarded with attractives and graceful charms : but they are 
violent attractives, and forcible charms, She 15 equally dange- 
rous and graceful, and wounds even by that which delights : 
Not onely her eyes are piercing, and the lightning which God 
hath placed in them doth dazel the ſight; but even her very feet 
contributed tothe viRory, and the tyes of her Buskins have 
ſurprized Hslofernes by the eye, and entlaved his Soul. 

Theſearms, though divinely reinforced and purified with 
a Heavenly ray, could not have overcome alone. They 
effected nothing bur after prayer, faſting, and tears. And 
though theſe which are ſpiritual, and of an inviſible temper 


have not wrought upon the ſight of Holofernes, yet they wo» 
| one 
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done it upon the heart of God, and opened a paſſage whereby 
Safety came upon his people,and Death upon his enemies. Fu. 
deth is ready to give a beginning to both, T he exterminating 
Angel who aſsiſts her, puts nota Lance of Fire into her Hand, 
nor the point of a Thunderbolt brought down from Heaven ; 
ſuch noble weapons, and deſcending from ſogreata heightare 
not neceſſary for this execution : And God doth nor uſe to 
leave to the haughty the title of a glorious and renowned 
death. He preſents to her the ſword of Holofernes, and 

putting it into her Hand, he ſetled confidence and boldneſle in 
her Heart. You would take this fatal ſword for the ſtroke of a 
Thunderbolt: you would ſwear that tis all compoſed of lighr- 
ning: Bur theſe lightnings are not like thoſe which are formed 
in the clouds ; they come to it from a Diamond and aRubie 
whereof the Hilt 1s compoſed : and what luſtre ſoever it re- 
ceives from thele fires of pretious ſtones which adorn it, it ex- 
pects more from the innocence and vertue of this fair hand 
which is ready to1mploy it. You would fay that it glittereth 
from the impatience 1t hath to be ſerviceable to a ſtroke, which 
will be worth many ÞBattels, and which (hall be heard by all 
Ages. 

Fudeth receives it couragiouſly and with confidence ; but 
her courage is far from fiercenefle, and her confidence appears 
modeſt and ſubmuſsive, Her faith renewed 1n this perilous mo- 
ment, and her zeal breaking forth, enlighten her face, ard 
diftuſe themſelves by her mouth. And her eyes are lifted up 
toward Heaven, as1ft they did thew the way to the prayers ſhe 
ſends thither 1n ſilence and accompanied with the ſpirit of her 

tears, There 1s nothing which ſo pure a ſoul, and fo holy 
tears may not obtain; and theiyoice of thisfilence 1s too power- 
ful and preſsingnot to be heard. But though 1t were ſtrong e- 
nough to penetrate Heaven, and to make1tſelf ro be heard of 
God, yetitreacheth not the ear of Holofernes. Beaſt that he 
is, he is far from waking at this voice, he would notawake at that 
of Heaven, though it ſhould thunder with all its force. He 
hath notonly loſt both ſpirit and motion : but even his hearing 
and ſightare bound up : and he 15 more faſtned by the fume of 


wine 
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wine and the vapours of ſleep, then he would be by ſix great 
cords and as many chains. 

Do not believe thatin this plight he dreams of the taking of 
Bethulia or the ſacking of Feruſalem, that any Siege is laid, or 
any batte] fought in his Head. No Armies are now there to 
lead, nor Kingdoms to overcome. Fudeth 1s there alone what 
VVar, Glory, and Nabuchodonezer were before. Bur it isnot 
this Zadeth whom vertue,zeal,and theſe Angels have brought : 
Itisa Juderh, not unlike acheating dream, which hath tranſ- 
formed a Heroels into a mincing Dame ; and this mincing 
and imaginary 7udeth {hall be ſuddenly overthrown by the 
trae and chalſt one. The ſword which you ſee in her hand 
ſhall do her Juſtice upon this cheating dream. And all theſe 
vain Ideas ſhall be drowned in the blood of the Dreamer, and 
{hall fall with his Head. 

VVhilſtthe meaſures once more the greatneſs of her Enter- 
prize, and that her laſt tears demand of God courage , and 
proportion d forces ; the Angels who brought her thither re- 
main as a Guard about her perſon at the door of the Tent. 
Her Angel Guardian lights her with a Torch, and at the ſame 
time bowing down the Pike of Folofernes C which he had 
ſeized on) ſeems to aſſure her with his looks and geſture that 
he will ſecond her, if her hand ſhould fail. Obſerve the Acti- 
on of theſe Angels who ſport with a cask and Cuyraſs: There 
1s a myſterie 1n their Action , and what they ſport at, 1s the 
allurance and inſtruction of Fuderh; They break in pieces the 
Armor of Holefernes,which was thought to be all compoſed of 
ſoltd Fires, and of well tempered and well hammer'd Inchant- 
ments :; and which was {o long the general terrour of all 4a: 
In breaking it, they deride the infirmity of human powers ; 
and you ſee that they ſhew the pieces of it to Fudeth, to aſſure 
_ herchar there is nothing to be feared having guards and ſeconds 
to whom Diamonds and Steel are but Glaſs and Tiffany. 

As for thoſe whom you ſee at the door of the Tent, they 
ſtand there to chale away fear and apparitions from this Maid, 
whom 7udeth placed there for a Guard, They remain in 


that place to repell the Devils, Enemies of Gods people, which 
might 
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might come totheaid of Zolofernes. Their arms though ſeem: 
ingly obſcure are yet compoſed of a Celeſtial and moſtreſplen: 
dant matter : but becauſe hghtnings might iſſue from them 
which would awaken the whole Camp, they themſelves ob- 
ſcured them, and ſuppreſled all their light. Nevertheleſfle this 
reſtraint is no longer needfull for them, Behold 7uderh coming 
forth with che i ead of Zo/ofernes and the Heart of all theſe dit- 
ferent bodies, which are half dead with wine and ſleep, and 
which ſhall quickly be diſpatched by the {ſraelites. The blood 
ſtill reaks after the ſword, and wheret paſles,the earth greedily 
drinks up the drops which fall fromat. 

You believe 1ndeedthat the joy of this Victory is not little 
in the heart of the Conquereſle : Ie 1s there ſo greatas it 1s di- 
lated on her face , and her eyes have recetved thereby a ſecond 
fire with anew and acceſſory light. It will ſuddenly appear far 
oreater in Bethulia where the generous VV dow is 1impatiently 


S ” - : 
expected : andto which place ſhe 1s going to carry, with the 


| Head and Death of the Pyblick Enemy, the life and freedom 
of all the people. — | 


SONNET. 


P Roud Holofern is laid, the ſun hi light 
Hath mixt with darkneſs to commencethe night ; 
Whoſe ſhadow Judeth for her weil doth take, 
Left with her Beauties luſtre he ſhould wake. 


T he ſword which this chaſte wonder doth advance 
eAdaes a fierce ſplendour to her Conntenance: 
eArndinthis exigent to quell all Fear. 

Thus ſpeaks ber Angel- Guardian im her car. 


Shrink thounot Judeth, let thy Foe be ſped, 
Heis atread) little leſſe then dead : 


= . boy 


—— = 4 lin 
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For Sleep and VVine, by their joynt forces, bave 


' Beeunthy Conquelt, andthe T yrants grave. 


1t would beſeem thee ill to be afraid 

Of him thou haſt thy humble Captive made : 

Well may thy eArm his Head and Body part, 

I ho with thy Ex es ha# from him torn his Heart. 


THE ELOGIE OF F/DETH, 


WRRERT is notneceſiary for me to lay who Fudeth was, and what 
Act ſhe hath done; ſhe is ſufficiently known to every 
\E&? one: Foraboyethe ſpace of two thouſand yeers ſhe isin 
AN B24 all Countreyes, and in theſight of all Nations ſtill cut- 
Pi ting off the Head of Holofernes, and raiſing rhe ſiege of 
| Bethulia, This part of herlife hath been indeed the moſt 
radiant and remarkable, but peradventure not the molt laborious or 
Heroick ; and ſhe more eaſily defeated Holofernes invironed with a 
whole Armic, then Pleaſure and Grief, Covetouineſſe and Fear, then 
her own Beauty and Youth. She was victorious nevertheleſs inall ſorts 
of conflicts, and got the upper hand both of pleaſing and terrifying 
Enemies. At the Death of her Husband ſhe overcame Grief by reſig- 
nation, and ſhewed, that with the blood of Patriarchs her Predece(- 
ſors, ſthe had inherited their Faith and Conſtancie : This firſt Adver- 
ſary being maſtered, the overcame allo Idleneſſe, Pleaſures, and the 
latter Aﬀedcions, which are the ſecond and moſt dangerous Enemies 
of young Widows. She not being able to renounce her Youth, nor to 
be rid of her Beauty, which were to her like luſpe&ted Domeſticks,and 
Aard to be preſerved : ſhe kept them continually ſhut up ; and likewiſe 
fearing leſt they ſhould make an eſcape, ſhe weakned them by Prayer, 
Labor, Faſting, and Hair-cloth. | 
She grew warlike by theſe Domeſtick and. Private Combats, and pre- 
pared her {cltall alone, andin one ſingle night for this famous Field, in 
which the Fortune of the Aſiyrians was ruined by the Blow received 
from thc Hand of a victorious Woman, and the Head of a varquiſhed 
Man. Beſides, in this ſo magnanimous and perillous an enterpriſe ſhe 
was to overcome, not only a man whom Love haddifarmed, and Wine 
and Sleep had ſecured ; but to overcome the power of Gold, towhich 
armed Legions ſubmit and ſtrong. Forts are rendered ; ſhe was to over- 
come the {parklings of pretious ſtones, which wound even fouls which 
are invulnerable to the ſharpeſt poiat of ſwords : ſhe was to overcome 
pleaſures, which 1s ſtronger then yalour it ſelf, and triumpheth every 
day over the Victorious. Beltdes 
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Beſides theſe pleaſing and flattering enemies certain cruel and ter- 
rible ones preſented themſelves, which ſhe was likewiſe obliged to 
overcome : Her Enterprile could not prove {ucceſſeful to her but by 
miracle ; and if it took no effec, ſhe was to paſle through all the hands 

1 of a furious Army ; ſhe muſt ſuffer all the puniſhments and Deaths 
; which inraged Tyranny can inflict ; ſhe meaſured all theſe puniſhments, 
: and numbred all theſe Deaths: Andupon a ſerious conſideration of 
them all ſhe undertook 1n their very ſight andpreſence this memorable 
Afton, by which with one ſtroak ſhe heweFher ſelf not onely more 
couragious and valiant, but moreintelligent and prudent then all 7udes 
which ſhe preſerved, and all Aſria which ſhe overcame. 


AMORAL REFLECTION. 


Omen have not every day Holofernes's to vanquiſh ; but every 

day they have occaſion to fight againſt excels, vanity, delights, 

and all pleaſing and troubleſome paſſions; The memory of 
this Heroick Woman may inſtruct them 1n all the enterpriſes and exer- 
ciſes of this war, which though made 1n ſhadow and without cttuſion 
of blood ceaſcth not to be laborious, and made with vigour of {ſpirit and 
ſtability of courage. Let them learn then from this illuſtrious and glo- 
rious Miſtreſſe to diſcipline their graces, and to give to them devotion 
and zeal; To imprilon dangerous Beauty, and to take trom it all the 
weapons wherewith it might offend; Let them learn from her to re- 
form Widowhood, and to put themſelves under the yoke of God, after 
they are free from thar of men. Let them learn from her to be loyal 
to the memory of their decealed Husbands, never to divorce them- 
{elves from their Names, and to place under their aſhes all the fire which 
may be remaining in them: as for this celebrious At, by which 
Judeth overcame all Aſſyriain a Tent, and ſtruck off with one blow the 
head of a whole Armie, It teacheth men that Heroick Vertue proceeds 
trom the Heart, and not the Sex ; that valeur clothed with iron 1s not 
alwaycs victorious ; and that rhe weakeſt and molt tender hands may 
procure the fatety of Nations when God directs them. 


E * AMORAL 


(I 


IIS y OI pen es — III <a ooo 


26 - T be (allery of Heroick Women. 


A MORAL QUESTION. 


Concernins the Choice which God hath made of Womcn for the pre- 
ſervaticn of $ fl reduced to F xtrenity. 


T is noredin the Book of Judges, and obſerved there as a wonder 

and prodigic ; that mieekneile was once born of force, and that nou- 
riſhment 1{lued trom the teeth of him that devours. It is a wonder which 
reliſheth no Jefle of prodigic, and which neyertheleis hath not been yet 
oblerved, that force 1s a portion of mceeknels; and that the hands accu- 
led to have been the Authors of Neath, have brought latcty and g1ycn 
lite, However, this ſecond wonder 1s true, and no Ieſle jurprizing then 
the firſt, nor Icſſe proper to trame a curious Problem, and a ſpecious 
Enigma. The examples thereotarclikewile lels rarc and more known ; 
There are to be {cen of them almoſt in all the Regions of Hiſtory ; 
And God hath renewed them as often as he hath choſen the hands 
of Women cither to eftabliſh rortering States, or to ſupport their 
TUINCS. 

The great wonder 1n this 1s, that God hath almoſt made this choice 
even 1n the C3 <tremity of Colbſcls and Hope, and in the la{t contuſion 

Attairs: And in occaſions wherein the Arms of the ſtrong were 
ſs down, and wile Heads exhauſted ; he hath railed up Women, who 
perform tlc tunCtions of the valiant and wile; whohave taken away 
thc Yoke, and the Sword held over the Head of Nations : who have 
chaſed away irom lurrendred Towns Armies alrcady victorious, 

who have reſtored Force and Courage to vanquilhed Kings, who 
have railcd ſubverted Thrones and Rllen Crowns. It Edificerliito be- 
lieve that ſuch works arc not done, bur by the hand of God, and with 
much of his {pirit, and by the Vorrac of miracles. There are neverthe- 
Jels appearances and Realons within the reach of our fight, which in 
this particular make good his Providence. 

Firſt, his Power appears thercin more independant, and his Wildom 
more intallible and ethcacious. There 1s very often Deception 1n our 
Thoughts, and miſtake or incongruity in our Terms, \We take Forcc 
for We kn ictic; and that which we call Power, ought to be called 
an incumbred Infirmity, and a Weakneſle with a grear I rain. 
"This were the way to be truly y powertul, to take Towns, and oycrcome 
Armics ; not with Canons and other Arima. but with heoken Pots and 
the Jaw-bone ot an Afle: This were to i extraordinarily {trong, not 
to throw downa Statuc of Earth with many Engines, but to break in 
pieces a Coloſſns of Brals with blowing on the Face of it to cleave a 
Mountain with'flakesof Show. And the Artas well as the Cour rage of 
a Pilot might be called D1vine, who 1n the iight of a Storm ſhould ſave 


a halt braiſed Veilcl with fails of Cyprels, and with a Stcrn of Papcr. 
It 
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It ſutes very neer with the manner of Gods acting, when in the Tus 
mult of Attairs, and amidſt the noile of falling States, he rejects the 
Arms of Giants, and the Heads of Polititians, and makes choice of 
weak Women and tender Maids to ſubdue the victorious, and to raile 
up the vanquiſhed, to ſupport Ruines, and repair Shipwracks. 

Secondly, he thereby verifies his Title of the God of Hoſts and a 
powertul Lord in War. He ſhews that Victory 1s his Subye&, that it 
follows his Orders, and obeyes his Providence; And that this Com- 
mon and daily Mars, and this blinde and giddy Fortune, of which lo 
much reckoning ismade ,are but Fantomes of mens Invention. Thirdly 
he thereby teacheth Humility to the proud oncs of the Earth. He 
teacheth Modeſty ro Conquerours and Haughty {pirits; and makes 
them 5A dilcern that Crowns depend on his Favour, and not on the 
ſtrength of their own Hands; That he takes them oil at his pleaſure 
from proud Heads to place them upon the Humble; That he hath 
Crowns for Women as well as men, tor Shepherds as well as Princes ; 
and that upon what Heads ſoever he placcth them, he ſtill remains the 
Maſter of them. 

In the fourth place, thele wonders wrought from time to time by 
the hands of Women are juſtifable Acts, and 1]luſtrious inftructions 
torthe whole Sex. Thereby detracting tongucs are refuted and Ca- 
lumnic injurious to the ſecond work of Cod 15 confounded. Thereby 


Women are advertilcd, that they have Hearts of the lame matter, and 


as well derived as thole of Men, it exccts doth not corrupt them, it 


they be not overcome by Wantonnels. TI hey learn thereby that their 


hands in bcing more tender, GN to wooland filk,arenot the 
Icls fir tor grear Actions; Thatalong ſupe or Coat doth not incumber 
Heroick Vertue, nor hinder it troin advancing to Glory ; -"Thatto PIC- 
Parc he icives betimes for Acts of Courage and fair adventures. 
They muir accuitome themiclves to overcome, and to begin their Vi- 
Gorics at Home, and upon themlclycs. Judeth was not victor!ous at 
firſt, and without Tryal: She prepared her lelt tor it by particular 
excrciles, and Domeſtick Combats; and this was not till the had over- 
Come pleaſure, till ſhe had chated away Paſlions and Vices from her 
Heart, till ſhe had defeated Holofernes, driven away the Aſſyrians from 
before the City of Bethulia. 

Moreover, this is not the ſole cxamplc of its kind : there are more 
even 1n one Agc and Nation;a long time betore Judeth, Debora,and Jabel 
had forced the ”pcople trom the Tyranny of the Canaanites. Sc years 
after Heſter prelerved them from the Hands of Haman, and the general 
Maſlacre which was prepared for them thorowour all Perſra. Under 

the Reign of David, the Abelites being beſieged by Joab, and threatned 
with the Sacking of their City, were deliv wed both from the Pillage 
and the Sicge by the Providence of a wiſe Woman, who per{waded 
them to clear their hands of a Rebel, whom they had harboured, and 


to calt his Head over the Walls. This Head being thrown over effected 
More 
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more then twenty thouſand Arms and Engines could have done t 
Peace remained to the Abelztes, and Joab without taking the Citie re- 


treated with Victory. 


EXAMPLE. 
 Marulla of Stilimena. 


A _—”— 


HE Maid of Orleans may well be added to thele Gallant Jewiſh 

Women, though far diſtant from their tune and Countrey. 

France in her had a protedqreſs and a Warrier, a Debor« and a 
Fudeth ; and what ſhedid to deliver that Kingdom trom Invadets, who 
had already put the yoke over its Head, 1s a tamous proof of a miracu- 
lous gift divincly conferred on ſome Woman for the preſervation of 
opprelsed States, and Cities reduced to extremity. But all thewho]- 
ſome and Sabke Vertues of this Sex are not of {o great Antiquity : 
thelc latter Ages have had them as well as the former; and there arc 
{ome of them as it were born in the ſight of our Fathers. 

In the time of Mahomet the Second, the Turks conducted by BaſhaSo- 
lomon, marched down into Stilimena, and ſet upon Cocciz, which 15 the 
chick City of the Iſland: divers aſcaults couragiouſly giyen 1n ſeveral 
places, and repulſed with like Courage ; at laft either by fraud or torce 
they gain'd a gate, where the fight was a long time ſtiftly maintained ; 
{o far that the Governour of the place, who wasa man of Counlcl nd 
Valor loſt his lite. He hada daughter called Marulla, who was thenupon 
the Wall with other Women, prepared to give a handſome reception 
to the enemy, and to act for their Honour and Religion much more 
then their Sex required, Thus Ccourag1ous Maid had her Eyes and [leart 
in the Combat, and accompanied it with her Geſtures and motions; 
Though w pended with the Blow which had killed her Father, yet the | 
was not overcome with him, nor Joſt her Spirit and Courage by his 
Wound. She deſcended from the Wall to the Gate, ſhe runs through 
Fire and Sword to the Body of her Father , ſhe takes up his Sword and 
| Buckler, andas if with his Buckler and Sword ſhe had taken the bold- 
nels of his Heart, and the ſtrength of his Arms, ſhe preſents her ſelf to 
thoſe Encmies, which appeared the moſt preſling, and were the moſt 
advanced. Some (he repels, and knocks down others: She fights with 
ſo much Courage, and her Courage afliſted from above, and ſupported 
by the rallied inhabitants proves ſo happy, as ſhe puts to flight what 
Turks ſoever ſhe found inher way, and leads her Companions fighting 
even to their Galleys. The very lame day they returned to lea, and lett 
the Victory intire to Maralla, and Liberty to Stilimena. 

Thenext day the General of the Venetian Fleet, thinking to be at 


the Fight, came to the Feaſt of it. The People being richly cloathed, 
| and 
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and the Magiſtrates in their ceremonial garments went out to meet 
him, and brought to him their Delivereſs1n Triumph. He cauſed her to 
come before the Armie raingdin order upon the ſhoar. And there after 
the having Crowned her with an Elogie, which was of more value 
then the Laurel, or the Oak of the Ancients; He ordained that every 
Souldier ſhould make her a prefent;, and offered her for a Husband 
what Captain ſoever ſhe would pleaſe to chule, with promiles that he 
would prevaileſo with the Senate, as he ſhould be adopted of the Sig- 
nory, and her Marriage Portion given her out of the publick Trea- 
fury. Marulla, who was truly bold and couragious, yet more adviſed 
and diſcreet, rendred Thanks to the General for his Preſents and offers ; 
and made him this anſwer, © That the difterence was great between the 
«<Vertues of the Field and thole of a Family ; that an excellent Ca- 
<ptain might make a bad Maſter of a Family ; and that Marriage . 
«< being no Warfare, the Hazard would be too great, and the Eleftion 
© too raſh, tochuſe a Husband in Arms, and to take him in a Field of 
Battel. This Anſwer ſet a ſecond Vajue upon the AG of Maralla : and . 
madc appear, that there was a great deal of light in her Fire , and that 
her valour was both {pritely and Juditious : and from that time, they 
looked upon her, not only as an Amazon, equal to, thole repreſented 
in Fables ; but eſteemed her allo as a learned Perſon. amongſt the 
Mules. 
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Salomona, 


4 


FXEE AM HE Combat you behold, though it 


be bloody onthe one ſide, and cruel on 
the other, yet 1t 15 none of thoſe where 
Valour ſhould be brutiſh, and commit 
murders. She ts very reſolute and cou- 
A ABZ : | ragious; but ſhe is diſarmed and ſuffer- 
SJ fmmaaz | ing. In like occaſions the weak become 

| DEL 


DW%, 


OO — 


A —— ſtrong, the dying victorious ; and.they 
that ſtrike and kill, were the vanquiſhed. The Combat is for 
the God of eAbraham and Moſes, for the Law of the Patri- 
archsand Prophets, On the other ſidethis cauſe is defended 
by abandoned and naked Faith, and on the other, affaulted 
by Infidelity,armed with Engins and puniſhments. The match 
ſeems to you to be unequal : And'you will hardly believe, that 
Infirmity and Tenderneſle, can be of more Force then Iron 
and Fire; that a Mother weak both in Sex and Age, and Chil- 
dren both abandoned and unarmed, ſhould vanquiſh a furious 
and armed I yrant, and overcome all the Executioners of his 
Train, Nevertheleſs they ſubdued them all, and there are al- 
readie on theirſide as many Victories as Deaths. 

Salomona was preſent atall theſe particular Combats : All en- 
tire that you ſee her, ſhe hath already delivered up fix parts of 
her heart; And I believe that ſhe 1s now come to her laſt 
Childe, and to her ſeventh Crown. Her face bears as many 
Victories, as Years. There is ſomething I know not what, of 
venerable and Auguſt in her wrinkles: and you would fay 


F that 
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that even the Law it ſelf is come out of the Propitiatory in 
humane ſhape, toinfuſe Zeal into her Followers, and to teach 
them Fidelicy and Conſtancy. 

Certainly Beauty, whatſoever 1s ſaid of 1t, belongs no: only 
to Youth. Vertueis graceful in every 4 ge, Her flowers are 
of thelatcer ſeaſon as well as her fruits : And whether by na- 
tural riglit, or by an Immemorial Priviledge, ſhe hath ever 
preſerved the advantage of being at once, both Beautiful and 
Ancient, and of having charms under gray Hairs and wrinkles. 
You will profeſs at leaſt,that ſhe hath commanding Attractives 
in this half dried up skin, and upon thele withered \_heeks: 
And you will be as much inamored of theſe venerable Ruines, 
and this Heroick and generous Caducity,as of adornedY outh, 
and a ſcandalous V ivacity. 

Beſides, donot believe that her Conſtancie 1s blinde and 
obſtinate; it1s fortifled with Sence and Reaſon, and its ſolidity 
is reſplendent, and penetrated with light, as well as that of the 
Diamond As it ſhe were not furniſhed enough with that 
which 15 1ntrinfical and diffuſed from her own Spirit; A light 
more vigorous and pure, deſcendsto her trom Reaven, which 
infires her Heart ; and her heart being inflamed with this fire, 
ſeems ready to iſlue forth of her Eyes toreceive it, even inits 
ſource. By the Clzrity of this Divine Light ſhe came to know 
the ſhort and ruinous Carretr of time, and the Immenſe and 
ſollid Fxtent of Eternity : She hath ſeen the VVaſte 
and Detects of Fortune through the Paints and Diſguiſes 
wherewith ſhe varniſhes herſelf: And one Single Ray mira- 
cu'ouſly extinguiſhed in her apprehenſion all thoſe Piles of 
VVood which are ſet on fire for herſelf and Children, and 
made her diſcern afar off, 1n the hands of Abraham and Facob, 
the Crowns prepared for them, 

[lluminated by theſe Lights, and fortified by this Object, 
{the hath already overcome even fix Deaths: and behold her 
wraſthng with the ſeventh, which afſaults her by the youngeſt 
and laſt of her Children. There 1s tenderneſle indeed on that 
ſide, butnothing of weakneſfe ; and this laft part of her Heart 
1n being the moſt innocent and leſle fortified by time ſhall nor 
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be the leſs invincible. The Tyrant thinks to gain upon her by 
that way, but he was not well acquainted with her : He per- 
{wades himſelf, thatart leaſt with this ſingle drop of blood which 
was [ett her,ſhe would preſerve the hope and reſtauration of her 
Poſterity. But the blood of the Macchabees would not endure 
the leaſt ſtain for its Conſervation: and ſo holy and glori- 
ous a Race could not end more honourably, then by ſeven 
Martyrs. 

She was far from contributing her voice and Carreſles to ini- 
quity, and from becoming the Temptreſs of her Son, ſhe for- 
tified his Minde, and ſtrengthened his Courage : the diſcover- 
edto him her Boſom and Breaſts, which are reaſons ſo much 
the more powerful, as having the more tendernefle : ſhe ſhews 
him the Heavens open, uy the God of Abraham a Spectator 
of his Conflict, with the Patriarchs and Prophets. I think 


allo that ſhe ſpake to him of his Anceſtors the Macchabees : 


and made him underſtand, that this great Light, 1s that, of their 
Conquering Souls, which are deſcended to alsiſt his Viory, 
and to finiſh by his Conſtancie the Glory and Coronation of 
their Name, the Triumph and Sanctity of their Race. 

The Couragtous Youth heareth her with a manly Con- 
ſtancie : his Reſolution is viſible already 1n his Eyes, and gives a 
Color to his Face:His Conſtancie in Puniſhments will quickly 
ſhew, that he 1s twice born of this Heroick Mother; that he 
15 no leſs the fruit of her Heart, then of her VVomb,; and thac 
he hath ſucked with his Milk the Spirit and Quinteflence of 
her Vertue, and the very blood and Marrow of her Soul. Be- 
ing now aſſaulted by large Promiſes and magnificent YVords, 
he only oppoſeth hisſileace to this vain Battery : and one mo- 
tion of his Head, accompanied with a Geſture of Scorn,over- 
turns all thoſe Mountains of Gold which are offered him. The 
Tyrant being irritated thereby bites his very Lips; wrath pre- 
parcs new Fires in his Heart, both for the Mother and the Son : 
Some ſparkles of them are ſeen already to iſſue from his Eyes, 
and ſmoak out of his Mouth: and two great ſtacks of wood 
will ſuddenly be here enkindled with his Breath, and the Fire of 
his VVrath. YT | 

= Mean 
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Mean while Salomona rejoyceth at the Courage of her 
Son, ſhe animates him afreſh tothe Combat; and propoſerh 
to him the Exwmple of ,his Brothers. She thews him their 
ſouls already crowned, who remain at the Gate of Heaven, 
ſtaying only tor his, to begin their I rrumph. T hoſe are their 
Bodies which you ſee amidſt the Executioners and Tortures. 
Of ſix, two of them have been delivered up to the Furnace 
incompalsed with Fire ; and the four other have been djvided 
berween two great Caldrons. I hey liveno longer,and yet till 
reſiſt. They ſeem to conteſt with Laſenſibilicy, which 1s to 
them,as it were a ſecond Conſtancy,anda natural Force, which 
their ſouls have lett them at their Departure. You would ſay, 
thatthey had a mind to make ſhew of a diſtinct Virtue from that 
of their mindes, and to poſleſs their labours and merits apart in 
this common cauſe : You would ſay,that every member hath 
a Heart peculiar to its ſelf, and a particular life ro expoſe. T heir 
blood, though ſhed, retains ſtill its vigour ; T here iflueth 
thence a ſmoak which proceeds from the fire of their Zeal ; 
nay, even their flead skins, and their lopped off Feet and 
Hands retain ſtil] ſomething of the Spirit of the Aacchabees, 
and ſeem to ſeek a ſecond Vidory. | 

T here remain none about them but theſe two Executioners. 
All the reſt are out of the Combat and have loſt their Reſolu- 
tion with their Forces. T he Fires which have been kindled to 
conſume theſe Holy Victimes, are overcome by the Divine 
Fire, which hath left them nothing but the exteriour to burn * 
Neither do | know whether they reſpect not the very marks 
which appear upon theſe bloody and torn rel1ques: Surely they 
owe this and more to that Fire,ſupertour to all others; And the 
impreſs;on of Charitte ought;to be art leaſt in like reverence, 
and no leſs ſacred then the impreſs:on of Lightning. Hereto- 
fore the Flames of the Babylonian Furnace had this diſcretion, 
either Natural or Divinely inſpired. 'T hey reſpected the chree 
Jews, whom Faith and Charity had conſecrated ; And by 
a violent breaking out, like thatof a L1on, who ſhould leave 
his prey and fall upon his Keeper, they deyoured thoſe Mini- 


ſters of Impiety who kindled them. 
Bac 
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But nothing but Miracles of Courage and Patience will be 
wrought here. God will permit the Conſummation of the 
Sacrifice, and receive all the Smoak of it. Salomona her ſelf 
who hath hitherto fought but in heart, and been only tryed 
againſt Compaſsion, ſhall be ſuddenly tryed againſt Grief. 
By the ſame Force wherewith ſhe reſtrained all her Tears, ſhe 
will pour out all her Blood. She will overcome Cruelty, as ſhe 
hath vanquiſhed Nature : And after ſeven Deaths ſuffered in 
Minde and by Piece-meal ſhe will endure the laſt, which ſhall 
be the Recompence and Coronation of all thereſt, 


h.——— 


SONNET. 
T'% N atures fight. in fight of Heavn above, 


Brave Salamona combats Grief and Lowe: 


Which, through her ſeven Sons Breaſts with deadly Smart 
Have made a Rent in her undaunted Heart. 


or Blood nor T ears do trickle from her wound ; 
eAllthat's in her u with trueValour Crown'd : 
Her Faith d-fends that Breach , "midſt horrid pains 
Her Soul much more bclieyes, then it ſuſtains. 


 Whatcannot Love improveits force unto ? 
What hath not Faith abundant pow'r to do © 
The Love of ſeven brave Sons, dear as her Eyes, 
Makes her endure [even Deaths before ſhe dies. 


Tet Faith does more, and bya rare F fort 
(Which Love // ould emulatein its tranſport) 


Makes her ſeven times a Martyr, ere pale Death 


Conitrains her to forſake her vital Breath. 


ELOGIE 
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ELOGIE OF SALOMON JN. 


He Mother of the Macchabees was peradventure the firſt Gallanc 

1 Woman who fought without Arms and overcame by death. She 

was the Daughter of holy Conquerers, and the Mother of Mar- 

tyrs, and gave to Fudea a Chriſtian Heroeſs before Chriſtianity. In the 

common ruine of her Countrey, and general Martyrdom of her Nati- 

on, all lorts of Engins were applyed to withdraw her Children from 

the Religion of their Parents. They were put to defend themſelves 

againſt objccts both of delight and terrour, and to overcomea Tyrant 
armed with tavours and puniſhments. 

The Couragious Mother aſliſted at all their Combats, and contri- 
buted her voice, her zeal, and ſpirit to their Victory : ſo far was ſhe 
trom conccaling them from Torments and Death, that ſhe produced 
them one attcr another, armed with her Vertue, and fortified with her 
Admonitions: ſhe animated them with her faith, and warmed them 
with her tears; ſhe gathered together their flead skins, and their mu- 
tilated members, as the matter both of their Crowns and of her own 3 
and as many deaths as ſhe numbred, ſo many accompliſhed Victories 
ſhe counted in her Thoughts. 

Not that ſhe was leſle a Mother then the tender arid weeping ones 
are: Her ſou] endured Iron and Fire in the bodies of her Children ; 
ſhe tell in pieces with their Members, and her Heart melted away 
through their Wounds. But ſhe knew the order and quality of her 
obligation: It was her belief that ſhe owed more to God, then to her 
own blood ; and more to Religion, then to her Race: And knowing 
that a juſt Death is more happy then a ſinner who lives and reigns, ſhe 
chole rather to makea Family of Saints then of Apoſtates; and to be 
rather a Mother in Heaven, then upon Earth. 


 ——— mm 


MORAL REFLECTION. 


Et our Ladies learn of this Jew to be Mothers and Chriſtians : Let 
chem learn by her Example that Children given to God are not 
loſt; That it would be much better to have them innocent in a 
Grave,then vitious on a I hrone; T hat a good Death is the beſt Fortune 
they can attainto; And that it 1s for the glory of the Macchabees, and 
the good of Children to be ſaved even before their time, even with 
many pains, even by their own blood, and through all the Engines of 
Death, and not to be damned after their old Age, loaden with ſorrows 
and fins. Itisa glory to the Earth, that Marble ſtones which come out 
of 1ts Bolom, ſhould become excellent Figures under the Hammer. And 
It 
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it is better that a Shute ſhould be cut off when it is yet tender, and that 
it begrafted in the Garden of a Prince, then to have it wither upon 
the Stem, and ſerve only for matter of Fuel. 


MORAL QUESTION. 
I} bether Rehgion be the Principal Vertne of a Gallant Woman © 


Here are ſome Vertues indeed of greater noiſe, and carrying a 
fairer Gloſs then Religion ;, but none of greater uſe, nor more 
| necellary for a Gallant Woman. All the reſt, what noitc ſoever 
they make, and what colour ſoever they have, are without her, bur 
Stage-Vertues. They reſemble thoſe ſuperficial bodies, made only for 
ſhew, which are all Mask and Garment ; they have neither lite nor 
ſpirit ; they are without form and confiſtence : And though they lecm 
to be active, and full of motion, yet they a tono purpole, nor move, 
but by Artificial wheels. Even Force and Valour which are not ſup- 
ported by Religion, are feeble and impotent : At the moſt they have 
but a Flaſh of Choller and a precipitous Brutallity : Prudence is blinde 
without her Light : And the Graces cannot pleale, if Religion hath not 
adorned and inſtructed them. 

There 1s then no ſolid and perfe& Vertue without Religion ; and by 
this common reaſon : if all the reſt ſhould ceale, Religion ought ro be 
the principal Form, and the predominant Quality, of a Gallant and 
{ſollidly Vertuous Woman. But that is ctteced by a more precile realon, 
and which reflects particularly upon the Courage which tis treated of in 
this place: there are tour functions of courage,and as it were four general 
duties which {upportall particular ones, andgive a lolid ftate and con- 
ſiſtence to the whole lite. By the firſt it makesus act equally and with a 
conſtant and regulated evenneſle ; by the ſecond it fortifies the Mind 
againſt either Fortune, and keeps it up what winde locver bloweth be- 
tween the elevation and the fall. By the third it arms the Heart againſt 
the corruptions of fleth and blood, and preſerves it from material Paſli- 
ons. By the laſt it ſecures it againſt the apprehenſions of Death,and ren- 
ders it victorious over this dreadful thing, which 1s the common Bug- 
Bear of mankinde, and the terrour of Nature. 

Theſe dutics are noble and fublime : But force ſhould impertinently 
ſtrive to ule extraordinary violences, 1t could never acquit 1t iclt with 
the aid of Morality alone ; 1t hath need of a more powertul afliſtance 
to ſupport it, of a ſupernatural and Divine Coadjutreſle to labour 
Jjoyntly with it ; And this Coadjutrels can be no other then Religion, 
whoſe part it is to looſen the ſoul from abjeG& things, and elevate it to 
God. This elevation allo being ouce well undertaken, and made with- 
out deviation is able alone, to ſtrengthen the minde, and fufficeth wirh- 
out other Philoſophie for all the dutics of courage. 


Firlt, 


— — 
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Firlt, all the Actions of life being ſubjeetid thereby tothe eternal 
Law, and applyed to ſoveraign Juſtice, and-totheeſfentral andprimi- 
tive Rule, receive trom thence an equal and conſtant :evennetle, anda 
rectitude incapable of deviation or infringement. Secondly, the ſoul 
approaching to God by this clevation, and conſequently illuminated 
by his Light, and inſtructed in the orders eſtabliſhed in the World by 
that Providence which governs it, doth not repiningly, and with fro- 
wardnefle receive that part of events which 1s afligned her ; ſhe acco- 
modcatcs herleclf by degrecs to the rules of this vaſt Family into which 
ſhe 1s cntred: ſhe pertorms ther part of the conſort, and .contributcs 
at leaſt her reſignation to the defigne of the great Workman, and to 
the general harmonie of his Work. Concerning Hazard and Fortune, 
knowing very well, that they are but Figures which Errour hath 
painted and {ct up; and that none but Children and Ideats regard 
them, ſhe equally derides their favours and their threats : And what- 
{ocvcr happens to her of good or ill, ſhe receiverh it with the ſame ſa- 
tisfaction of Mind, and acknowledgeth therein the care and gooduels 
of the Father who 1cnds 1t her. 

Thirdly, the {foul 15 purified by this elevation, and disburdens herſelf 
of mattcr: And the neerer this elevation approaches her to God, 
che ſtronger and more vigorous ſhe 1s; the purity alſo which ſhe re- 
ccives thereby 15 more exact, and her difingagement more perfect; the 
1s thereby Icfle capable of material paſſions, and can raiſe her ſelf to 
{uch a degree, andunite herſelf fo dolc and ſtraightly to the firſt ſpirit, 
that being made one ſpirit with him, ſhe forgets the allyance and 1n- 
tereſt of her body, and aſliſts indifferently and as a ſtranger to its ſor- 
rowsand joycs. 

In fine the Soul brought back by this elevation to the ſpring of lite, 
and led into the entrance of Eternity, which 1s -promiled her, learns to 
 contemn thele little Moments which roll within the Circle of time. 
and mark out to eyery one the ſpace and length of his life : And ſo far 
1s ſhe trom apprehending Neath, or being attrighted at the ſight of its 
terrible Arms, that ſhe looks upon it as her Deliverer, as that which was 
to break her Chains, and looſen her from the wheel of revolutions 
and human viciflitudes- The Synagogue in its declining Age had in 
Salomona an Example of this Religious Fortitude. The Church in her 
beginning had the like 1n S. Felicitas, who was a Roman Salomona, and 
who of {eycn Sons which God had given her, and by her reſtored to 
him, made ſeven Chriſtian Maccabees. In theſe laſt Ages, in which 
Schilmatical Tyrants have ſucceeded Idolatrous ones, avd unbridled 
and furious Heretic hath fought againſt the Church and Faith : There 
hath been plenty of Heroick Women, who have given examples of 
their Fortitude and Religion. Behold here one of Note, and choſen 
amonglt our Neighbours, where we ſhall fce a Woman an Exhortreſle, 
not of her Children, but of her Father, a Martyr : A Woman above 
intcreit and Nature and equally victorious over Fortune and Death. 


EXAMPLE 
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EXAMPLE. 
e Margaret Moor, the Daughter of Sir Thomas Moor, 


\ 


£ Lord Chancellor of England. 


TFT” Hereisno Perlon who hathnot heard ſome Diſcourſe of the Birth 
of the Schilm in Ezgland, and who knowsnot the Cruelties which 
followed that Inceſtuous and Tragical Loye, and that fatal Ma- 
| lice, which of a Proſtitute made a Queen ; and of an excommunicated 
Lay-man, of a rotten and mutilated Member, made a Soveraign Pre- 
late, without UnGion and Order, a Schilmatical and Monſtrous Head. 
The Lord Chancellour Moor was one of the firſt and moſt noble Victims 
Immolated to Anxe of Buller, and to the Schiſm which was born of 
this unfortunate Marriage. King Hexry omitted no kinde of Tempta- 
tion to gain this learned and wile old man, who was grown white in 
the Service of the State, and had ſpent fourty Years to the Honour of 
his Countrey and Time. But all his temptations proved weak, and his 
Offers as well as his Threats returned back to him without effe&. The 
Chancellor was ſtronger then all the Engins which were prepared a- 
gainſt him : the Prayers and Tears of his afflicted and mourning Kin- 
dred werenotable to move him. The Engins and Rage of an inflamed 
and furious Tyranny could not alter his reſolution. 

He had a Daughter called Margaret, who was no leſſe the Daughter 
of his Spirit, then of his Body ; He had formed her with his Tongue, 
and poliſhedher with his Pen: He had imprinted in her by degrees and 
in divers Figures, the Flower of his Learning, and the Spiritual part 
of his Soul : Andhe that ſhall repreſent to his imagination an exact 
Graver, and jealous of the perfection of his Work ; who ſhould ſpend 
Dayes and Nights about ſome rare piece of Marble, which he deſignes 
for one of the Mules or Graces, will have a right mnmagination of the 
Cares and Afliduity which this good Father had ſhewn in the inſtruQi- 
on of this excellent Daughter. His Cares alſo proved ſucceſſeful, and 
his Aſfiduity was very fortunate: And if it be a common faying, that 
Booksare the Children of their Authors, one may well ſay that this 
Daughter was the moſt learned and poliſhed Book which ifſued from 
the Minde of Sir Thomas Moor. His Vtopiaand other Works, which ſtill 
live, are but in one Language and of one matter; That other Piece 
was both Greek and Latine, Proſe and Verſe, full of Philoſophic and 
Hiſtorie. 

Of all the Family of Sir Thomas Moor there was ſcarce any but this 
Woman learned and couragious, who went not along with the Time, 
nor was pliable to Intereſt. She was ſingularly beloved of her Father ; 
and a few Words of her Mouth, accompanied with as many Tears 
would have battered him more dangerouſly then all the fuborned Mi- 


G niſters 
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niſters of Henry: andall the Engins of Schiſm. Nevertheleſle theſe fo 
powerful words,and thelſc forcible Tears which might have ſhaken him, 
were all imployedto confirm him : Friendſhip and Tendernels fortified 
his Faith, and gave Courage to his Conſtancie : And the PFiety of the 
Daughter added to the 7eal of the Father, and finiſhed his Martyr- 
dom. Sir Thomas Moor being Priſoner in the Tower of London, Wiſpre 
he was viſited by God alone, and had commerce with none but the 
Muſes which ſuftered with him ; his Couragious Margaret cauſed a for- 
ged Letter to be ſpread abroad, in which ſhe feignedly ſeemed willing 
to gain him to the Kings Will, and procured leave by this innocent and 
charitable deceit both to ſee and ſerve him. Being received into the 
Tower ſhe left at the gare, with the perſon ſhe had takenupon her, the 
rclentments of Nature, and the weakneſle of her Sex, andentred with 
the pure Spirit of Chriitianity, and with a couragtous Faith prepared 
tor the Combat. 

So far was this Daughter from tempting and aſlaulting him with the 
Ruines of his tottering Houle, that ſhe repreſented co him the 1impor- 
tance of his {uttering for that Cauſe; thatMen and Angels were SpeGta- 
tours of his Victory; that he had the Applauſe and Congratulation of 
the Church ; and that the Glory of his Family was raiſed to the Alli- 
ance of Martyrs. She ſpake nothing to him which he knewnot before ; 
but ſhe faid nothing which did not confirm him. Old realons received 
a new light from her Tears, and iſſued with more vigour out of her 
Mouth. And whether God placed in her Voice and upon her Lips 
{ome tincture of Divine Spirit, whether pleaſing perſons have a natu- 
ral Charm, andan Eloquence without Art ; or that their ſole preſence 
1s perlwaſive ; It ſeemed asif an Angel appearing to this Moor, had 1n- 
flamed him with more Zeal, or infuſed into him more Light. In fine 
having received the Scntence of Death after Fourteen Moneths of 1m- 
prilſonment , and an illuſtrious and ſolemn Confeſſion of his Faith, 
made in the preſcnce of all the Miniſters of the Schiſm, his good 
Daughter was willing to be a ſpecatrelſs of his Combat ; and ro fortifie 
her {elf by the Evidence of his Faith, and with the laſt Act of his Con- 
ſtancie, ſhe expected him 1n his paſſage, and went to imbrace him in 
the midit of the people, whogave back out of reſpe&, and with their 
Admiration and Tears honourcd ſo reſolute and ſo'exemplar a Piety. 
Art theſe laſt imbraces the fervour of friend{hip mixed with that of 
Zeal, aſcending from her Heart toher Head, cauſed ſome Tears to di- 
{till from her eyes. But theſe were couragious Tears, and ſuch as here- 
tofore the firſt Heroes of Chriſtianity ſhed upon the wounds and 
Crowns cither of their Fathers or Children ſtill warme with Mar- 
tyrdom. | 

After the execution of the impious ſentence, which had ſubmitted this 
High Judge of Equity to the {word of a Hangman : Margaret prepared 
her ſelf to render her laſt duties to the Bodie of her Father. Concerning 


whoſe Head after it had ſerveda whole Moncth for a ſpectacle of ter- 
rour 
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rour upon London Bridge, ſhe bought it of the Executioner, and cauſed + 
it to be inchaſed in Silver; to the end it might remain with his Wri- 
tings, the Relique of his Family, and of her Domeſtick Devotion. 
Notwithſtanding, this Devotion wantednot Acculers, and was purſued 
by Juſtice. It was made a crime of State, that they might have a pre- 
tence to perlecute Sir Thomas Moor even after his Death, and cauſe that 
part of his Heart and Spirit which he had left to his Daughter to ſuffer a 
ſecond Martyrdom. She was made a Priſoner, and examined before the 
Schiſmatical Tribunal : But ſhe ſhewed ſo much Conſtancie in priſon : 
ſhe anſwered ſo prudently,and with fo great courage : ſhe made 1o reſo- 
Jute and a noble confellion of her Faith, that the Commiſſioners them- 
ſelves being become her Admirers, conceived it much fitter to ſend her 


back,then to give a ſecond Victory to her Father,and multiply Martyrs 
and Crowns in his Family. 
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Mariamne. 


: 1 HIS Ferrace incompaſſed with Palli- 
ſters of Jaſper belongs to the Palace of 
D® Q\V-ll Herod : And it can be no other then 
> ] \®/=8 1 {arianne, who comes out of it withſo 
- SA much ſplendour, and ſo ſumptuouſly 

1, | apparelled. T here needed no Diadem 
E274 5 || and Sceptre to make her known; Her 
Dignitte 1s neither Artificial nor bor- 
rowed : Tt 1s from her Perſon, and not from her Fortune. 
And her Heroick Stature,her Majeſtical Countenance, and ſo- 
veraign Bcauty came from the Maccabees, as well as her Blood 
and Courage. Can you believe, ſeeing her ſo Beautiful and 
Reſolute, that ſhe 1s going to Execution ® She goes thither 
moſt fair and undaunted as you ſee her; And all the Graces and 
Vertues accompany her to that place. Bloody and murtherous 
Judges,ſuborned by her Husband, Mother, and Siſter in Law, 
come to give the Sentence of death againſt her. She ape 
peared-before this Tribunal of Tyranny and Injuſtice, with a 
Countenance of Authority, and a Soveraignty of Heart 
equal to that of her Face, You would haveſaid, that the Cri- 
minal was to pronouncethe Decree ; and that the Lives of the 
Judges were in her Mouth. But as good Intervals ſtay not with 
ſweetned Tyrants, nor with charmed Vipers; ſo malice and 
poiſon quickly return to the Judges of Iniquity, Their fury 
which Innocence and Beauty, equally Imperious, had chained 
up with reſpect, is looſned and confirmed; And they at laſt 


pronounced her Sentence, byt fill with Fear and Trembling. 
TO , * 
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As if their Faces had accuſed their Conſciences, and given 
the Lye to their Tongues; As1if therr very Tongues had re- 
tracted what was done ; theit Palenefle and ſtammering made 
a Declaration contraditory to their Decree, and juſtified 
condemned Innocence. In what manner do you think ſhe re- 
ceived this unjuſt Sentence, and procured by her own Huſ- 
band © VVith more Equality of Spirit, with more Indifterency 
then ſhe could have received his Carrefles. And had it been 
but a feigned Death they pronounced againſt her, ſhe 
could not have appeared leſle moved. Sheis come hither with 
all the Calmnefle of her Heart : the Reproaches and Injuries 
of her wicked Step-Mother, who combined with her 
Enemies did not provoke her. Andhad ſhe gone toa publick 
Sacrifice or to ſome ſolemn Feaſt, She could not have carried 
thither a better compoled Modeſty, Since tt 1s decreed thatſhe 
mult die, ſhe reſolves todie refolutely, and like a Afacchabee. 
And there will not only appear a Conftancy in her Suffering, 
- buteven aDignity and Grace. Putty it is nevertheleſs, that fo 
perfect a Light ſhould be extinguiſhed atits high Noon, and 
in the nudſt of its Carreer : And the Mifts muſt needs be very 
thick and malignant which could not be difsipated by it. 
But we amuſe our ſelves in bewailing her, we loſe her laſt 
ſplendour, and the laſtexamples of her Vertue. She is already 
arrived at the Place of Execution : And the envious Salome 
hath ſo violently preſſed the Execution, that at the very 1n- 
ſtant] ſpeak, there is an end of poor Mariamne. Herod him- 
ſelf is come too late to fave her : His Retraction was fruitleſle : 
1 hey left himnot ſo much leaſure as to ſuſpend the wicked 
Sentence, or to keep back even for one moment the Arm of 
the Executtoner. And repentant Love which brought him 
thither, found nothing bur ſorrows to vent, and unprofitable 
tears to ſhed, Aﬀetghtment, Horror and Deſpair entred mto 
his Soul, at the ſight of Adariamne dead. Spite, Anger, and 
_ Telouſie, at the ſame time iffued from thence : And the marks 
of theſe Paſsions mix'd at their encounter,caufed this diſtemper 
1n his Eyes, and the Confafion you behold on his Face. His 
Eodie half reverſed, and his arms extended follow the poſture 
| | "0 
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of his Soul , which remains as it were in ſuſpence between 
aſtoniſhment and averſion, between the reſpect and horrour 
of theſe deplorable Reliques. He was willing at once both to 
remove his fight from thence , and to ſacrifice himſelt upon 
chem for the expiationof juſt blood, by blood chat was guilty - 
Andto Immolate the jealous Penitent toſexecuted Innocence, 
He wiſhed that he were able at leaſtto tear out his Heart, and 
to rid himſelf with it of his Crime and Puniſhment. His Eyes 
beſieged by a Death as yet warm and bloody, and by two Spe- 
cers equally trightful, finde every where I orment and Re- 
proaches. 

Me thinks this Fury ſtrikes Fear into you. Surely ſhe is fright- 
full ; And the moſt Reſolucte and Heroick Souls, even 
thoſe which deride Death with all its diſguiſes, cannot behold 
her without Trembling , if ſhe appears to them. Of theſe 
Serpents which you ſee upon her Head , ſome raiſe ſiniſter 
Reports, and bad Rumors; others infuſe ſuſpitions and di- 
ſtruſts : There are ſome which ſteal in by the Eyes of Huſ- 
bands : others which enter by the Ears of VVives. The 
faireſt Flowers wither as ſoon as they are touched by them. 
 Thebeſtunited Hearts are ſevered, if never ſo litttle bitten b 
them ; and from their mouth doth fall, as well the Gall which 
imbitters the ſweeteſt Humours, as the Venom which cor- 
rupts the faireſt Flowers of Marriage. The Torch which ſhe 
holds in her Hand 1s noleſfs pernitious, then the ſerpents about 
her Head. Allthe bad Colours wherewith the moſt innocent 
Actions become darkned, are compounded of this Coa!, Her 
Smoak obſcureth the pureſt and cleareſt Lights , and draws 
Tears from the faireſt Eyes; ſherobs the faireſt Faces of their 
Luſtre and Attraction ; Her Fire ſeizeth on both Souls and 
Bodies, ſhe cauſeth Frenzies and Calentures, and even in this 
Life ſhe makes Devils and damned Souls. All this teacheth 
you, thatthis Furie 1s Jealouſie, an Enemie of the Graces, and 
the Corruptreſle of Love. She is come as you ſee, to act her 
ſecond part, and begins to revenge that Murder, to which ſhe 
her ſelf did inſtigate. All the Serpents which are wanting on 
her Head, are about Herods Heart; and even tcars his Con- 

ſcience, 
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ſcience. The Bloody ſword which ſhe ſhews him is adreadfull 
Looking-glaſs to his Imagination. He beholds there, the horror 
of his Crime, he ſees there, the wounds of his Heart and the 
ſtains of his Soul, 

This Apparicion indeed 1s frightful : butthe incenſed Ghoſt 
which ariſeth from this beautiful Bodie is much more: And 
Herod ſuffers an other fire, and other ſtings then from the 
Torch and Snakes of the Furie : His wandring and troubled 
Eyes change their ſtation at every moment : They are obſcſt 
with theſe two Spectres, which haunt them every where: And 
thinking to repoſe them upon this dying Beauty , wherein 
heretofore conſiſted his chief Happineſle, he findes there a 
Tribunal and Scaffold ; his' condemnation and puniſhment. 
H1s Yeſterdayes Idoll 1s to day his judge and Executioner. 
This juſt Blood which ſtill reaks 1s, a devouring fire which fills 
hisdiſtemperd Imagtnation,and there comes out of it Impreca- 
tions and Complaints, Outcries of R eproach and Vengeance: 
Theſecold and tyed up Hands tear his Heart in pieces : and 
this Beautfull Head which cauſed-all his joyes and happy 
dayes, 15 now the Principal part of his Torment, Mean while 
ſhe hath only changed place : the blow which caſt her down, 
hath not ſhaken off her flower : her Grace and Beauty are 
thereby a little faded, but not defaced: And her open and 
ſtill {:rene eyes ſeemto expect another Death, as if there needed 
more then one to extinguiſh them, ' hus the eclipſed Moon 
1s ſtill fair, and the Sun ſets daily without loſing one ſingle 
Ray, orchanging Countenance, T he miſchief is, that where- 
as the Moon recovers her defections, andiscured of her Eclip- 
ſes; and the Sun riſeth again the next day after his ſetting ; 
there 15no renovation of Light or anew day to be expectcd for 
AMariamne: And this Beautiful Head ts fallen in her own Blood 


never to riſe again. 


SONNET. 
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|" p— dead, ber Corpsisnow the ſeat 
A. Of Whiteneſs only, by ber Souls Retreat; 
T be Royal Blood that tinfar d it with Red, 

1n Crimſon ſtreams flowes from her ſever d Head. 


Megzra holds before the Tyrants Eyes 
The murd ring Sword: Hein that Glaſs eſpyes 
T he [tains wherewith his Heart is cover dore, 


eAnd ſees bis [mage purpled with her gore. 


The Vigorous impreſſions of this ſad 

eAnd fatal Objeft render Herod mad: 

7 wo vindicating Gholts his Eyes invade 
With flaming T orch, and with a glitt ring Blade. 


But now his Fury dreads nor Flames, nor Swords, 
Her Blood that's boyling fill, ſuch Fumes affords 
eA's make bim feel all Hells rormenting Evils, 

Without the Scorch of Fire, or Scourge of Devils. 


ELOGIE OF eM ARTIAMNE. 


22% ARIAMNE hath appeared too often upon the Thea- 
ter not to be known in this Pi&ure. All things were 
| great in her, Birth, Beauty, Vertue, Courage, nay bad 
7 I Fortune. She was the Grand-Childe of Patriarchs, 
BEFRe| Prophets, Kings, and High Prieſts. Her Countenance 
captivated Herod, and inchain'd him for a time, and ber 
Picture ſtood in Competition with Cleopatra 1n the Heart of Anthonie. 
Her Vertue nevertheleſſe did not conſent to this concurrence; and 
being far from thinking on forbidden Acquiſitions, ſhe never dained 
to put any conſtraint upon her ſelf, for the preſervation of that which 
ſhe lawfully poilefſed. Her Chaſtity was ſo ſevere, and lo little in- 
dulgent outwardly , that there remained within ſomething I know 
not what of ſtately and piccant, which exaſperated Herod, and made 
him return to his own Nature. But ſhe was the ſame to the bitings -— 
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this-inraged Beaſt, as ſhe had been to his Indeerments. She retained 
her confidence, and preſerved all her Majeſty amidſt ſuborned Accu- 
ſers, confederate and corrupted Judges. The Face of the Executioner 
did notalter at all the ſerenity of her Countenance, and her Head was 
ſtruck off without paling her Brow, or dilplacing her Heart. Her 
Conſtancic did not begin by her puniſhment, it began by that which 
is termed her good Fortune. Having eſpouleda jealous Tyrant, it was 
requiſite for her to be as couragiousin the Palace, as inthe Priſon ; and 
Reſolution was as needful for her under the Diadem, as under the 
Sword. The Blow which ſtruck off her Head was leſs her Death then 
the End of her puniſhment : for one Crown it cut off, it brake a dozen 
chains, and it was a Redeemer and notan Executioner which delivered 


her from Herod. 


MORAL REFLECTION. 


EROD glorious and tormented , and Mariamne crowned and 

unhappy tcach us, that the greateſt Tranquillity is not found in 

the Higheſt Regions of the World. There are no priviledged 
Territories, nor exempt from Malediction : Many ſuffterers are cen in 
Priſons and upon Scaffolds ; but the worſt treated Perſons remain in 
Pallaces and upon Thrones, Thele neyerthelcls cauſe more Envie then 
Pitty. The People admire what they ought to lament ; and when there 
15 occaſion of drawing the Picture of Happineſs, they repreſent her up- 
on a Throne, and place a Scepter in her Hand, and a Crown upon 
her Head. 

But the People are ignorant Judges, and very unskilful Painters : 
Every day they judge at Random, and without knowing the Caule ; 
Every day they vent Chimzra's and Caprichio's for well regulated Fi- 
gures. T hey ſufficiently underſtand of what matter Crowns are made , 
and diſcern well enongh how they glitter : bur they know not their 
weight and aſperity, nor ſee from whence they wound. They aſliſt in- 
deed at the Sacrifices which are offcred to crowned Fortunes : They 
keep an account of all the grains of Incenſe which are burned to them : 
but they afliſt not at their perturbations and torments. They ſee not 
the Wheels, nor the Nails wherewith they are pricked; and leſle alſo 
do they diſcern the five which ts put into their wounds. They have a dim 
fight, and an Imagination filled with a Stage-Felicitie, which hath only 
a fair Mask anda purple Garment made meerly for ſhew : but they tec 
not all the tears which trickle down under this ſpecious diſguiſe; nor do 
they ſee the Wounds which bleed under this Purple. | 

Letuslearn then, not eaſily to {ubze& our Opinions to our Senſes, 
never ©o eſteem things by the Exteriour, to make more account of a 
ſweet and peaceableMediocrity, of an obſcure and filent repoſe, then 


of 
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ofa bitter and turmoiled Greatneſs,then of a puniſhment magnificently 
attended and expoſed to the view of the people. And let us under- 
ſtand that this ſo common ({aying delivered by a gallant Perſon con- 
cerning the Fortune of Labourers may be ſpoken generally of all com- 
petent Fortunes : They would be happy if the advantages of Mcdio- 
critie were known unto them. 

As concerning the Death of Mariamne which was the Crime and 
Puniſhment of her Tyrant, it teacheth us that Jealouſie isa dangerous 
Beaſt ; that it makes no diſtinction of Perſons , nay,ſpares not him that 
foments it : T hat 1t 15that ungrateful and cruel Serpent which leaves 
nothing intirein the Houle of its Hoſt. And that if the fire be not ex- 
tinguiſhed with Sulphur, if Wounds be not Healed by Lancing them, 
it isa very dangerous Experiment, to think to extinguiſh Spight with 
Choler, and to cure the bitings of Jealoufie with the Teeth and Nails 
of Crueltie : Thereis another Refle&ton to be madeupon this Picture ; 
but it will ſerve as matter for the enſuing Queſtion. 


<— — —— 


MORAL QUESTION. 


C_—_ 


Why the moſt Perfea Women be commonly the leaft Fortunate * 


Speak not of interiour ſatisfaction, and of that ſolitary and re- 
tired Felicity which appears not in publick, which is wholly conſ(um- 
mated 1n the Heart, which proceeds from the quiet of Conſcience, 
and from the Calm of an equal Spirit, and diſpoled to finde every 
where aletled and commodious abode. I ſpeak of that ſuperficial and 
ſpcctous Felicity, which 1s all compoled of exteriour and hazardous 
pieces, and which the Vulgar attribute to Fortune. I ſay that this 
Felicity was never the Companion of Victory, nor the Domeſtick of 
the Graces; and that to take things in the common Track , Perſons 
of greateſt merit, have ever been the leaſt Happy,and the moſt Crofled. 
Mariamne 15not the firſt upon whom this obſervation hath been Made : 
Hiſtory entertains us only with {ad adventures of unfortunate Beauties. 
There have been heretofore no Tragical Accidents nor violent Deaths, 
but on their Account : Now adayes there are none but theſe who la- 
ment, and are lamented upon Theaters. 

To the end we faſten not upon Apparitions, nor accule either the 
Hardnefle of Deſtiny, nor the Jealoufie which Fortune hath of Vertue 
God hath ordained even in Nature it {elf which 1s governed by fo juſt 
and regular Intelligences, that the moſt excellent and rare things ſhould 
retain ſome Image of unhappineſle, and ſomething I know not what 
reſembling the Adverſities of thoſe Perſons of whom I ſpeak. None 
but the great Planets have their Blemiſhes and ſuffer Defections and 
Ecliples The Role which 1s the Virgin-flower, nay the Soveraign of 
H 2 Flowers 
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Flowers, andclothed in Scarlet (as a gertain Perſon hath ſaid) is the 
moſt beſet with Thorns, and rhe moſt ſubje& to be blaſted. Diamonds 
and Rubics grow 1n Precipices and upon Rocks, and. Pearls are in the 
Element of Tempeſts and Bitternefle. It is no ſmall Comfort then to 
thele Excellent Perions, that they are 1n the like degree,-and'in the 
ſame condition with the prime Pieces of the World, and the moſt pre- 
tions portions of Nature. And if they be not extremely tender, they 
will finde (I afſurc my ſelf) that their Bitterneſs and Ehorne;: there 
Ecliples and Blaſtings retain ſomething more of Honour, then a taint 
and corrupt Mildnels: then an Effemimnacie of 111 tour, thenian 
obſcure Securitie anda regardleſſe Health, wherein Wai rhings, do 
languiſh. 

Fur befides Honour and Dignrty, the Benefit thereof in other, "= 

ſpects 1s great : And it 15 principally in Regard of thoſe Excellent 
Perſons that this old Proverb is vetified, which1aith, that Adverſityzs 
Inſtcuctive, and that Aﬀictions are better then Dotirincs. Firſt they 
are preſerved thereby in Chriſtian Humility, and are cured of a certain 
interiour and ſecret Pride, which 1s the ordinary Dilſeale of Beautitull 
Women. They lecargat leaſt, that-the Diymity wherewith Men treat 
them 1s but a Poctical and Stage-Divinity ; That the Reverence which 
15 rendred them-1s but a Mask or Play : And their underſtandingfor- 
tified by Adverſities 1s not eaſily corrupted by the Smoak'ot the Incenſe, 
which their Adorers offer to them. 

Moreover they areadvertiſed thereby that God hath not made them 
forthe Earth ; and thar Heaven 1s their proper Reg1on, as it 15,the 
Region of Spaties and Light: And ſurely if that Prince would not 
DE accounted wiſe, who ſhould caulc his "Herd to be made of, Gold, 

and placed ina back Court or Stable, can thele {o perfect ' reatures, 
which are the Faireſt, and moſt pretious Images of God, belicyve with+ 
out Blaſphemic, that they have been finiſhed with ſo much Care-to 
adorn only the low Storie of the World, to Beautiftie the Regian, of 
Diſorder and Miſery, the Element of Thorns and Tears? God hath 
made them then for his Palace, nay even for the Higheſt and moſt Lu- 
minous part thereof. And becauſe he will have them there moſt pure 
and fpotlefſe, he puts them in the fire of Aftlictions which purifieth 
them from the ruſt and ſtains they contract upon the Earth, and pre- 
parcs them to receive more purely, and to reflect with greater F orce the 
radiant light of his Face, and the ettuſtons of his Grace. 

This 15 Gods Deſigne in the Adverſittes which he ſends to verſe 
Men : Theſe Adverſitics are Remedies againit Pride, and Prefervatiyes 
againſt Corruption ; they are ſeeds of dation and materials for 
Crowns. But theſe Remedies and Preſervatives muſt be taken with 
Courage. Theſe ſeeds remain fruitleſs if they be not well Husbanded;; 
and theſe Materials never become Crowns if Patience doth not form 
them. The moſt unfortunate Women will have for their Conſolation 


and InſtruC&tion a Model of this Patience in-the Following Hiſtory. 
EXAMPLE. 
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Blauch of Bourbon, Queen of Caſtile. 


VF: 7 Hoever ſhall read the Hiſtory of Blanch of Boxrbon, Queen of 
. VY Caftile, will no longer believe that Vertue is a Charm againſt 
-;\; + Difaſters, nor that the Graces are able to inchant Fortune. 
This Princeſſe who had Whateneſlſe and Beauty even in her Name, was 
of thoſe Lites, 'whith the Holy Scripture repreſents unto us beſieged 
with Thorns: She was of thole Pearls which were drowned in Bitter- 
neſſe, andabaridoned to Tempeſts. All her dayes wereſerene, and all 
hours ſweet and quiet under the Climate of France: and by a Deſtiny 
contrary to that of Roſes, which have prickles onely upon their ſtalks, 
and'1nuſt be firſt gathered to be Honoured ; the was Happy and Ho-. 
nowuted whilſtſhewas a Maid, and lived in the Houle of John Duke of 
Boxrbon ber Father. The Tempeſt, Bitterneſs, and Tragical Reyolu- 
tion of her Life, began from the yery Moment of her Marriage with 
Peterithe Cruel, King of Caftile. Certainly alſo the Allyance was too un- 
equal, and the union too ll made between Innocency and Cruelty, be- 
tween a moſt pure Grace and a Devil compoled of BloodandDurt. 

Before Blanch went into Spain, the Prince had no longer any Heart 
togive her, Mary of Padilla was become Miſtreſle of it: and whether 
it were by Conqueſt or Uſurpation, ſhe reigned there loabſolutely, and 
with ſo great a Command, as al] the Authority of the Queen her Mo- 
ther, and all the Favour of Albuquerque her principal Counſeler, were 
needful to diſpofe him to the Conſummation of the Marriage. The 
Wedding was not celebrated ; it was tumultuary precipitated, and 
donein ſilence withour the leaſt Shew or Pomp. It was rather a mourn- 
fal A& then a Feaſt of Joy ; and if this forced Prince brought to it no- 
tliing but diſcontent and averſion ; the unfortunate Princeſle aſſiſted 
there with the Spirit of a Mourner, and the Countenance of a Victime 
defiened to Death. They had not been two dayes together, but Peter 
reſolved to leave her. He could not live content far off from his Heart, 
ahd;his Heart was in the Hands of his Miſtreſſe, who laid a charge 
az ainſt him for marrying Blanch, andthreatned him as a Rebel Subje& 
and a fugitive Slave. 

! The Queen his Mother, and his Aunt Elenor being adyertiſed of his 
Deſigne, replaced before his Eyes the wrath of an offended God, the 
ill opinion of his ſcandalized People, and the incenſed Arms of France. 
He 'looſneth himfelf from all thele Chains, he overcomes all theſe 
Obſtacles, and rides poſt where his Love or his wicked Devil called 
him. After ſome Moneths dedicated to them both, he returns to his 
Wife, drawn by the earneſt Intreaties of his Mother, by the good Offi- 
ces of Albaquerque, by the Counſels and Sollicitations of his Grandees. 
But he returned to forſake her two dayes after, and to give her by a ſe- 
cond Divorce, a ſecond Wound more injurious and ſenfible then the 

7 | former 
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former. Thenoile of it was great, and the Hiſtory alſo ſaith, that this 
{o violent averſion was wrought on him by a Charm; and that a Jewith 
Magitian corrupted by Mary of Padillas Brothers, faſtned this Charm to 
a Girdle belct with rich Stones, which Blanch had preſented to the 
King. Burlurely, it a certain Perſon ſaid, that Love was a Sophitſter, 
and a Mountebank ; I may well ſay, that it was a powerful Sorcerer, 
and a great Inchanter: It knew how to pervert and corrupt founder 
Heads, and better tempered Hearts then that of this Prince, without. 
either Spels or Characters : And whatever Men ſay of the power of 
Magick, It knows no Hearbs more Efticacious, nor can compound any 
Drink more to be fearcd, then the depraved Habits of a Soul aban- 
doned by God, and delivered&up to a reprobate Senle. s 

Whatever it be, this Cruel King not only left his Wife a ſecond time 
neyer to {ce her more : but even Banithed her to a little Place, where 
heconvertcd her Chamber into a Prilon,and aſſigned her as many Goa- 
lers and Spics as Guards. And his Cruelty paſſed fo far, as he was deli- 
berating whether he ſhould appoint Commilſliomers, to caufe her to be 

ut to Death Juridically, and according to the forms of Law. 

This barbarous andunjult T reatment of the Faireſt and moſt Vertu- 
ous Princels of her Age, was a Scandal to all Exrope. The Pope ſent a 
Legat armed with Excommunications and Anathemas,to ſetat Liberty 
oppretled Innocence, and to puniſh the Incorrigible and Scandalous 
King The Princes of CaStile and Aragon made a League with the Inha- 
bitants of Toledo, Cordoxa, and other principal Cities, and joyned in com- 
mon their Othces aad Arms. France offended with the Calamity of a 
Princelle of the Blood, haſtned to fide with them. Heaven it (elf took 
in hand this Cauſe : And the King being a hunting, a Spirit appeared 
to him 1n the ſhape of a hideous and ftrighttul Shepherd which threat- 
ned him with Divine Vengeance, it he recalled not his Wife. All this 
didnor mollific the obdurate heart of this Prince: On the contrary 
being perlwaded that the Lite of Blaxch was the Fatal Fire-brand which 
nouriſhed all thelc Fires, and that they would be all extinguiſhed with 
her ; He cauſed her to be impoilonedat Medina in Andalouza: where 
by a Couragious and Magnanimous Piety, ſhe knew ſo well how to joyn 
Devotion to Paticnce and Incenſe to Mirrhe,as ſhe lanctified her Priſon, 
and made it a Houle of Sacrifice ard Prayer. 

- I know not whether any Princeſs was more perfect then this : but in 
all appearance, there was never any one lefſe happy ; ſhe was Eſpouſed 
in Mourning ; ſhe was a Widow during Marriage: and the Wedding 
day, which 1s ſercne for all others, and makes Flowers to grow even up- 
on the Chains of Slaves, darkned her Diadem, obſcured her Purple, 
and yielded her nothing but Smoak and Thorns. Burt God would have 
her accompliſhed and pure, and it was his good pleaſure, that Adverlity 
and Conſtancy ſhould give her the laſt Hand, and that Princeſſes ſhould 
learn by tiis Example, that Martyrs may be made as well between Balli- 


ſters, and under a Cloth of State, as upon Scaffoldsand Amphitheaters. 
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The Gallant Barbarian VVomen. 


hos — 


Panthea, 


S|OU ſeethat it wasa remarkable Day, 
which proved Fatal to vanquiſhed 
Lydia: And whuch was like to prove 
7 || no leſfle to Victorious Perfia. The 
727 | Blood runs ſtill from the VV ounds of 
/ || theſe two great Rivals : And the 
| — Earth 41s covered all over with the 
2) CET FBD W) pieces of their broken &rmies, But 

" Lydia was not acquit for a little Blood 
and ſome ſleight wounds.She loſt there her beſt Men;and ſuch 
as remained were putin Chains. [tis not yet known how For- 
rune and the Conquerers will deſpole of Crſus, He was newly 
driven by Force into his Capital Citie: And his Riches in- 
ſtead of fighting in his defence and preſervation were taken and 


led Captives with him. 
Perſia alſo did not purchaſe this Important Victory at a 
cheap Rate : ſhe loſt there much of her pure Blood, and a 


- great number of uſeful and prectouslives. eAbradates was the 


moſt generally Lamented : His Death, though Illuſtrious, ob- 
ſcured this fair Field, and mingled Mourning with Triumph. 
Andevenin the fruition of Victory, 1t made victorious Cyrus 
to ſigh, anddrew tears from his Eyes. If we had come one mo- 
mentſooner, we ſhould have ſeen theſe Noble and Generous 
Tears trickle down ; they would havetaught us that the = 
; : 
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of Heroes are not Adamantine Eyes ; And thatthe Vulegar are 
deceived, who take great Hearts, for Hearts of Braſs. Cyrus 
then bewailed Abradates; but he did it magnificently, and 
after an Heroick manner. His tears were followed by a pro- 
fuſion of Riches, which will be preſent'y burned with che 
Dead: And he is newly returned to the Camp, to give out 
Orders for the Funeral Pomp, and to make choice of the 
Viciuines which were to be Immolated to the Ghoſt of his 
Friend. He believes him ſtill in the Field of Battel , where 
he enjoyes his Reputation, and numbers the Dead and his 
own Victories. 

As for thele ſad Preparatives and Funeral expences, they 
are made for the Conſolation of ©Panthea, no lefs then for the 
Honour of Abradates, But Panthea 1s no longer in a Condi- 
tion to Comfort her ſelf with burn'd Purple, or Gold conſumed 
to Aſhes; withthe Smoak of a Flaming Pile, and the Blood 
of aButchered Flock ; with the large ſhadow, and great Ima- 
ges of avaſtSepulchre. Her Grief was too violent to expect 
fuch Superficial and VVeak Remedies; and to be cured by 
Ceremonies and Superſtitions. She had Recourle to a Con- 
ſolation of leſs Colt, and far more Efficacious : 'She believed” 
that a ſmall Piece of Stecl plung'd into her Boſom, would be to 
her Sorrow a more Infallible and Speedy Remedie, then 
Mines of Gold, and Quarries of Jaſper, erectedinto Pillars and 
Pyramids over her Husbands Bodie. And this Remedie, 
which ſhe conceived the moſt ſpeedy and Infallible, ſhe newly 
took couragiouſly, and with a boldnefle which mcrited to be 
reſerved for aleſſe Tragical Occaſion. | 

Behold on her Face the Confidence of her Spirit, and the 
oraceful Compoſure of her Grief. Every thing is very Be- 
coming to Beautiful Perſons: Their Sorrows and Angers look 
handſomly ; Their Tears adorn them, and their very deſpites 
Beaurific them ; And there 1s nothing even in their Maladies 
and VVounds which appears not Decent ; There 1s not any 
thing even1n their Deaths which ſeems notpleaſing from their 
Attractives, and ſhines not from the ſame Luſtre which it ex- 


tinguiſheth, T hat of Panthea hath nothing hideous or gaſtly ; 
Lou 
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you would rather take it for a ſweet Sleep, then fora violent 
Death. | The Graces themſelves, if there be any ſuch as Paint- 
ers and Poets dci{cribe, could not ſleep more modeſtly : and 
a Flower which the North VVinde hath withered, could not 
more gently bow down its Head, nor die more gracefully. 
It is not likewiſe a Paleneſſe which you ſee upon her Brow and 
Cheeks ; Ic is a tincture reſemblu g that dying Brizheneſle 
which appears in a Clear Cloud when the Sun withdraws his 
Beams from it. Truſt not her Eyes though they begin to 
cloſe: The Fire Burns full, even when itis extinguiſhed : And 
the Sun being in the Ecli-ſe ceaſech not to be dangerous, and to 
offend the ſight. The ike may happen to theſe dying Eyes: 
TheSparkles which fallfrom them retain (till a kinde of Light- 
ning and Heat: and I do notdoubt but it FEraſpes were here, 
and that one of them ſhould enter into his Heart, it would 1n- 
kindle there a ſecond Feaver, and ſend back the Fire into his 
former VV ound. | 

VVhilſther Eyes half ſhut caſt forth their laſt Light, and 
that her Mouth is open to her laſt V/ ords, you obſerve per- 
adventure the paſſage of her Soul; and deſire to know whe- 
ther it will iflue out by her Eyes or Mouth. Afure your ſelf 
that through what * art ſoever 1t paſleth , 1t will paſſe gene. 
rouſly, and depart victorious andthrough a fair gate. It 1scre- 
dible nevertheleſſe, that it will ſally forth by the neareſt Gate 
tothe Heart, and which ſhe her ſelf newly made with her own 
Hand, A. ſtream of Blood which goes before this great Soul, 
prepares the way : And (purting up even upon the Bodie of A- 
bradates,enters there throuh all his VV ound, as if it would fill 
his empty Veins; as if 1t would even penetrate his Heart, to 
reinkindle the extinguiſhed Fire; and diſpoſe it, by the Spirits 
which it brings to receive the Soul which was to follow them. 
Her Countenance though languiſhing expreſles joy at his en- 
counter. Her life ſeems to paſſein good earneſt with her Blood 
into her Husbands Bodie : and her Soul 1s aflured to finde 
there aſecond Abode, which will prove more happy then the 
former had been, 

Comforted by this Vaig and ſweet as , ſhe _ 

a 
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All her Head upon the Head of eAbradates. You would fay 
thatſhe prepares her ſelf to expire upon his Lips: And thar 
after the tranſmitting into him her Blood and Spirits, ſhe re- 
ſolves to place her Sighs and laſt Breath upon his Mouth. Love 
ſupports herin this Action : But it 15 an Heroick ard Magna- 
nimous Love, a Love which inſtructed her in Vertue and 
fortified her Courage. For Loves, if you are yet to learn it, 
arenot all VVanton and Voluptuous. There are Auſtere and 
Chalte Loves, there are Valiant and Philoſophical ones: And 
amongſt them, Glory and Vertue have their Confederates and 
Diſciples, as well as Vice and Pleaſure. He that aſsiſts Pan- 
thea with ſo much Care, 1s one of theſe Confederates of Ver- 
tue, and Diſciples of Glory : Itis he thatſtrengthened her a- 
eainſt Temptations, and the Courtſhips of e4riaſpes ; he that 
Inſpired her with Chaſtity, and Conjugal Faith ; hethattaughe 
her to apparel herſelf with the Reputation of her Husband, and 
to Adorn her ſelf with his Victories: hethat perſwaded her 
rather to love eAbradates glorious and dying with a good 
Name, then living and Infamie. 

This manner of loving Gallantly, and like a Heroeſs was 
indeed according to eAbradates own Heart: And you ſee in - 
what Fofture he ſet himſelf to correſpond therewith. VVe 
have not ſeen him in the Conflict breaking a Squadron of E- 
gyptians, and purſuing the Victory in a VVarlike Chariot; 
Lut we behold the Glorious Colours which he brought thence, 
and received even between the Arms of Victory: It ſeems 
that his Valour could not die with him: At leaſt itappears 
ſtil] heated 1n his VVounds, and ſtacely on his Face, The 
Rich Armour which his Generous VVife had bought him 
with her Pearl, was pierced thorow 1n divers Places ; asif a 
great Soul could nor fally forth by one ſingle paſſage, The 
blood which trickles down from thence 1s mixed with the 
blood of his Enemies, wherewitth he 1s covered, and ſeems 
willing ſhllto overcome, All things have m him, ſome Mark 
of Honourand Generoſity : And even Death it ſelf is bold 
upon his Brow,and reſembles Victory. In this fo glorious 
and Mournfall Condition, his Vertue begot Pittie even in 


thoſe 
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thoſe to whom ih the Conflict 1t had bred Emulation. It was 
Honoured by the Bloodof Enemies, and by the Tears of his 
Rivals: by the terrour of the one, and the affliction of theo - 
ther. And immediately a ſumptuous Monument erected over 
his Bodie and that of 'Panthea, buried inthe ſame Garmear, 

will be to each of them as a ſecond Life and an Immortalitic bf 


Jaſper and Porphure. 


; SONNET. 


wW Hile this Heroick Mede attempts to gain 
O'reweiebty P ga. ,be by their poyſe #8 ſlain; 
Hu Brow (ull ſweats with Gallant eAfions done, 
Still do's the' Blood about his eArmour run, 


His Hearts late alive Flames have loft their Fire, 
eAnd, throughits reaking Blood, in Smoak expire, 
While, couch'd among the Dead, his Soul purſues 

T he wand ring Shades of thoſe the ſword ſubaues. 


O bold, Panthea hold : thy beſt Relief 
Re fes in the moderationof thy Grief: 
Save thou at leaſt thy Husbands ſecond Heart, 
eAnd let one Death ſuffice yourcommon Smart. 


In thee be flill ſurvives, and may again 

In thee, fair Cruel, bythy Hand be ſlain :: - 

Th: inbumane Steel that ſhall diſmiſi thy Breath, 
To bias maſt a r procure a ſecond Death. 


I 2 ELOGIE 
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ELOGIE OF PANTHEA. 


KANTHEA had a Philoſophers Spirit in a Womans 


= EI7VD 

= 122) \S, 
þD (3 
UE) 


Bodic, anda knowing and diſciplined Soul under a Bar- 
= barous Climat. There was nothing weak or ruſtical in 
| WEE her Life : All her Adtions were full of Courage: and 

Ws, eg Dexteritie. Chaſtity, Grace, and Modeſty excepted, 

nothing appeared in her agrecable to her Sex. Having 
remained a Captive after the Defeat of the Aſſyrians vanquiſhed by 
Cyrus, ſhe was let apart, as the moſt precious piece of rhe Spoil, and 
as the choiccſt fruit of the Victory. And in this occaſion her Vertue 
appeared more rare and prizable then her Beauty. A noble man of 
Perſia having had the Impudence to attempt upon her Honour, Diſcre- 
tion, Chaſtity, and Fidelity defended it: And the Victory which re- 
mainedto her, evidently ſhewed that Fortune had not yet overcome 
her. And that though ſhe were an abſolute Captive, yet ſhe had al- 
waycsa free Heart and a ſoveraign Soul. 

The Afﬀection ſhe bore to her Husband Abradates, was ſerious and 
manly ; ſhedid not conſume it in affe&ed Diſcourles, and ſuperfluous 
Apprehenſions. She truly loved his Life and Repole ; but ſhe was zea- 
lous of his Reputation and Renown: And {ſhe would rather have 
wiſhed him an untimely and glorious Death, then a diſhonoured and 
compleat oldAge.So far was ſhe'from making him loſe in her Cloſct the 
hours of the Field, and from withdrawing him from Gallant Encoun- 
ters, and Honourable Dangers, that ſhe {ent him thither 1n a coſtly 
Equipage like a Conquerer ; that ſhe delighted to lee in himan adorn- 
ed and ſumptuous Valour, which might both dazlc and aftright ; which 
might beget at once both Admiration and Fame. 

He died likewiſe Victorious in the Gold Armour which ſhe had 
bought far him with her Pearl and pretious Stones : as if ſhe intended 
thereby either to adorn his Death, or to ſet a Value and Luſtre on 
his Victory. Being brought to her covered over with his own Blood, 
and that of his Enemies, ſhe received him Couragionſly and with a 
manly Conltancy, mixt with ſorraw and Majeſty. She forbore not to 
bewail him ; but it was done with thoſe modeſt and decent Tears which 
do not ſoften the Heart, but beautifie the Face. Not being able to 
make his Soul return into his Body, ſhe eſſayed to ſubſtitute her own 
in the place of it : For that end ſhe opened her Boſom by a wide 
wound : and leaning on him, as if ſhe were willing to fill his Heart with 
her Blood and Lite; ſhe dyed in two Bodies, and yeelded up her Soul 
through her Husbands Wound and and her own. 


MORAL 
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MORAL REFLECTION. 


Put not here a Sword into Womens Hands, nor invite thetn unto 

Poiſon, a Halter, or Precipice. Voluntary Death might appear 

handſom and becoming in this Barbarian, it would ſeem black and 
hideous in a Chriſtian Woman. But Chaſtity, Fidelity and Conſtaxcic 
are in uſe with all Nations, andrequiſite for All Se&s. And our Chri- 
ſtian Women without darkning or disfiguring themſelves may imitate 
Barbarian. Let them learn of her, that Conjugal Loveisnot an effe- 
minate and mincing Paſſion ; That it is vigorous and ſerious; Thatit is 
capable of great Deſignes, and of Noble and Conragious Thoughts. 
Let them underſtand, that though their Sex be exempted from the 
Dangers and FunGions of War, yet their Fortunes and Mindes arc not ” 
ſo : that they ought to ſerve with their Goods and Pofleſſions, if not 
with their Perſons: And that it were a Diſgrace for them to {pare two or 
three Pearls,and Parcels of rich Cutwork in Occaſions, wherein Princes 
arc Liberal of their Blood, and Kings expole their Crowns and Heads. 
In fine let them know that their chicf Ornament confiſts in their Hul- 
bands Glory: that they ought to adorn themſelves with all that cen- 
tributes to their Credit and Reputation: And that a man without 


Honour is as great a Deformity toa brave Woman, as a Head of Clay to 
a Statue of Ivorie. 


—__ —_—_— ” SR 


MORAL QUESTION. 


Concerning the Order which a Gallant Woman ought to 
obſerve in Conjupal Love. 


F good Eyes anda great Light be requifite to love regularly, more 

Courageand Vertue isyet required toit : And well ordained Cha- 

rity what ſweetneſs ſocyer it promiſeth,is the moſt powerful, and the 
moſt rare perfeFtion of a Gallant Woman. There are many who ten- 
derly love their Husbands: The Heart of a Turtle or the Soul of a Dove, 
without other Philoſophie would ſuffice for this Tenderneſſe. But 
ſurely, few there are that love them according to meaſure and in or- 
der ro their duties; few that know how to afford juſt proportions to 
their kindneſles, and to ſet every office in itsplace, and in the degree 
which is proper toit: Finally few that can boaſt with the Spoule in 
the Canticles of having a regular Love, and a well ordered Charity. 
And nevertheleſſe it is this regular Love, and well ordered Charitic 
which muſt accompliſh the Fortitude of a Woman ; For according to 
the ſaying of S. Auguitine, theſe give the Character and Tinure to all 


other 
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other Vertnes of what Sex ſoever they be, and by what Names ſoever 
they are called. 


Morever this Order, to draw the Defigne of it 1n little, and to teach 
it by Epitomie, muſt be taken from the very order of thoſe Objects 
that are beloved. Wherein this proportion 18 to be exaQly ed 
that every Obje& be ranked in the cltcem, and according to the degree 
of its Merit : That the moſt pretious and importarit ſhould have the- 
firſt Cares and be furtheſt advanced in the Heart ;' that the reſt of lefle 
conſequence ſhould remain in the ſuperficics, and'1eft ſatisfied with the 
ſecond thoughts and remaining AﬀeGtions: And'genetally that love 
ſhould grow intenſe or remille, riſe or fall, a& or acquieſce according 
to the differentweight, according to the ſcycral degrees, according to 
the Value of the'good which 1s to be affected and purſued. 

This Rule ought to be ina Gallant Woman, what 'the Rod was to 
the Angel whom Ezekiel ſaw meaſuring the Temple. She ought not to 
Love, but with proportion according to the quantity of merit: And 
how vaſt ſoever her Heart 1s, ſhe muſt yer be wary of pe uring it out 
raſhly and at random ; ſhe ought to give nothing of it but by weight 
and WG Not that I permit her to divide, "and difiribare it ,# 
whom ſhe pleaſcth ; ſhe owes it all entire to her Husband : But ſhe 
owes 1t not equally to her whole Husband. And as ſhe owes more of it 
to his Perſon, then to his Apparel and Livery ; more to his Head, then 
to his Hair ; atd more of it to his Hands, then to his Nails: fo ſhe 
owes more to his Honour then to his Lite ; more to his Conſcience 
then to his Honour ; more to his Soul and Salvation, then to his Bodic 

and Fortune. 
| Theſe meaſures and proportions are taken from Moral Philofophie, 
which teacheth us, that ſuch Loves as are looſned from us, and ſlide out 
of us, arc but ſmall threads of that Love which remains in- us. They 
are taken from Chriſtian Philoſophtie, which direds that Charity, whe. 
ther it be terminated in our (elves, or ſhed upon our Neighbour, ſhould 
beof the ſame Nature, both in its ſource, and where it makes its dil- 
charge; and that it ſhould paſſe from oneto another to the ſameend, 
by the ſame tracks. Now there is no Woman fo ill inſtructed, who 
knows not, that by the Law of well ordered Charity, ſhe owes her 
eſſential and principal parts, and as Imay ſay, the Heart of her 
Heart, to his Honour and eternal Happineſs: And owes only the ac- 
ceſlory and ſuperficial parts to his Life and Fortune. By this Law then, 
as ſuch Wives love themſelves immoderately avd inorditately who! IVC 
to their Honour and Salvation but their ſecond affections, ' and' the 
remaining cares after their lives ſecured, and their Fortunes ſetled. So 
{luch do loyc their Husbands very confuledly, and without diſcretion, 
who torment themſelves both day and night about their Health - . whs 
demand of Forturic Riches and noble Offices for them ; and put theni- 
ſelves to as little trouble concerning their Souls and Salvation, as if 


the Bodic were the whole Perſon; and as if beyond the Tomb there 
were 
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were nothing but Fables to be expected and nothing but Fantomes to 
be feared. 

Certainly ſo inconſiderate a Love muſt needs have very bad Eyes : 
And it cannot be, whatever men ſay, but a very childiſh and befotted 
Love, to value things by the ſound and colour, to forſake the ſolid 
which 1s obſcure, and noiſeleſs; and to run after the ſuperficial which 
is bright and reſounding. What would they lay of a Woman who ſhould 
take the painsevery morning to preſent flowers unto her Husband, and 
who ſhould at a great expence cauſe Eſſences and pretious Powders to 
be brought from forreign parts to perfume his Clothes and Linen ; who 
ſhould take upon her to feed his Servants and Horſes , who ſhould dil- 
conſolately lament the fall of one Hair from his Head, andthe prick of 
a Pin on his Hand. And after all thele Tenderneſles and Carcs, could 
without Emotion and with a quiet Spirit ſee him choak'd with an Apo- 
plexie, torn in pieces by his Dogs, and tyed upon a Wheel ? What 
might be ſpoken of this Woman, ought to belaid of the moſt diſcreet 
and prudent Women, I mean the diſcreet and prudent according to the 
ſence of the World. There are ſome of thele wile and diſcreet Wo- 
men who employ all torts of Cares and Inyentions about the Body and 
Paſſions of a Husband. The touch of a Lancet which ſhould bur 
ſcratch the skin would even pierce their Hearts, and cauſe their very 
Souls to iſſue forth by their Eyes. A fleight Feaver which ſhall draw 
but a few drops of [weat from him, will congeal the blood in their veins. 
And as for his foul, whichis the effential and important piece in order 
to Eternity, they lefle deplore its falls and wounds, then they would 
lament a torn Gorget, or a broken Diſh of Purcelane. They will ſuffer 
it without trouble to be tormented by as many Hangmen as there are 
ſins to be confiſcated to the Divine Juſtice, and toits eternal Executio- 
ners, to become a prey to Hell and the ſecond Death. 

_ A Gallant Woman will not have ſuch confuſed cares, nor ſuch dil- 
proportionable kindneſles : All her Offices will be Juſt and Regular. 
Andift Panthea, who was but a Heathen, nay a Barbarous Heathen, had 
a Heart Noble and Philoſophical enough to with her Husband rather a 
precipitated and Honourable Death, then an cffeminate and diſho- 
__ nourableold Age; our Chriſtian Woman, who hath more light anda 
better Guide will advance one ſtep farther; and will rather wiſh for 
the laſt perfe&ion of her Love, that her Husband might aſcend to 
Heaven before his time; though he went thither without Feet or Hands, 
as the Goſpel faith, nay without either skin or Head, then to deſcend 
| into Hell all entire, and loaden with Scepters and Crowns. This Vertue 
15not without example: ſome of them areſcen in the Palaces of Kings, 
where preſent intereſt crouds in, and findes ſo much relief; and where 
the prerenſionsfor the future arelo litrle confiderable and abandoned. 
Thole which 1am going to preſent to your View are of this Nature : 
they give not only inſtruction to Women, but will render Honour to | 


France, which hath educated Holy Queens and Martyred Princeſles. 
EXAMPLE. 


2. The Gallery of Heroick Women. 
EXAMPLE. 
Indegundy, and Clatilda of France. 


P A IN was neverlo well cultivated, nor ſo Catholick as now it is. 
\ ) It hath had Moniters, and Hereſtes, Gerions and Arians in a time 

whenFrance was yet a Virgin:and when Rebellions and Errors were 
not as yet come to diſturb her Repolſe and adulterate her Innocence. 
We were neceſlitated to make Alliances and Wars for the inſtruction 
of this good Neighbour : And the Faith, whereof ſhe now ſo much 
vaunteth, hath coſt us expoled Princeſſes and ruined Armies. Inde- 
gund;s the Daughter of Sigebert was one of thele Princeſſes expoled for 
the propagation of Faith, and the reduction of Spain from Arianiſme. 
Leovigtdus cauſed her to be demanded in Marriage for Hermenigildus his 
cldeit Son. The Countel ſat long without being able to reſolve on this 
Alliance with an excommunicated Houſe. But God who intended to 
make a Saint of Indegundis carried it at laſt againſt Szgebert, who feared 
leaſt in {ſeeking to make her a Queen, ſhe were made a Heretick. | 

The firlt dayes of her Marriage had a moſt pure ſerenity, and flowers 
without thorns or bitternetle. Hermenigildus tor all the Cxowns of the 
World would not have changed the pleaſing tye, which faſtned him to 
ſo rare and perfect a Princeſle : and poſſeſſing in her both Vertue and 
Graces, he thought that there was nothing more to beasked of Glory 
or Fortune. But lo {weet a ſcaſon was not to laſt long; Dark Clouds 
quickly oathered together which overſhaded this fair ſerenity - 
There grew Thorns and Wormwood amongſt thele Flowers : And the 
{weet Chaim which was the Diadem of Hermenigildus Heart, chanced to 
be broken by the malice of his Step-Mother Goſuinda. 

This unhappy Woman,poflecſſced by the Devil of Arianiſmr, undertook 
to pervert Indegundis: and propoicd unto her to receive the profane Ba- 
ptiſm of her Sect. Her {tratagems and wiles having il] ſuccels,ſhe imploi- 
ed therein, Force and Tyranny ; even to that height, as ſhe made her to 
be caſt naked into a Pond, threatning to drown her unlets ſhe would 
changeher Religion. The couragious Princeſs was not daunted at the 
Neath the law betore her Eyes, and as it were upon the Brink of her 
Lips. She was drawn out from thence with an initiated Martyrdom, 
and a compleat Victory, And to overcome herſelf, as ſhe had vanquiſh- 
cd Goſnindaand Herelie, the ſuppreſsed the reſentment of this injurie, 
and concealedit even from Hermenigildus himelf. But the Eyes of Lo- 
versare more fpiritual, and ſee farther then others : they have ſcme- 
thing of prophetical in them : and the moſt artificial diflimulartion 
with all its Countenances, and Masks, could not make them believe it. 
The Princeno ſooner beheld her as yet pale with the Combat ſhe had 
larely tought, but he conccivedan ill opinion of this Paleneſs : And 

not 
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not knowing whether he ſhould take it for a figne of the paſt evil, or 
for a preſage of evil to come; helſuffered in a Moment all that Indegun- 
dis either had or could yet ſuffer. His Intreatiesat laſt having wreſted 
the Truth out of her Mouth, he left the Court with her, and retired 
to Srv1l. 

It was there where the Princeſle freed from the Importunites and 
wicked Devices of Goſninda let upon Heriſie in her turn: And gained a 
ſecond victory over her, which was evidently the Recompence of the 
firſt. She was a Soveraign in her Husbands Heart : and though this 
Soveraignty of Love placed her above all the Empires of the Earth ; 
yet ſhe hada ſcrupleto reign in that Heart, where the Son of God was 
degraded. Having an Heretical Hysband, ſhe could not believe her ſelf 
to be entirely Catholick: And becoming one ſelf ſame Fleſh and Bo- 
die with an excommnnicated Perſon, ſhe apprehended to be burned 
or {tained with his Anathema : ſhe feared leſt the found part might 
draw putrifaction and infection trom the corrupted. But though ſhe 
were aſſured of her own ſalvation by an expreſie Revelation from 
Heaven ; yet the eternal Reprobation of her Husband was a frightful 
Specter, which awaked her every Night,and cauſed her to have ſtrange 
Dreams. At every moment ſhe ſeemed to behold the Sword of the Di- 
vine Juſtice ſevering two ſo well united halts; And the exterminating 
Angelsſci1zed upon the one and caſt it into Flames. 

On the other ſide ſhe apprehended that the Converſion of Herme- 
2igildus might prove fatal to both their Lives ; or at leaſt thatit might 
infire the State. She had reaſon to fear the Furie of an irritated Step- 
mother, and the Hands of an Heretical Father, become a Tyrant. It 
ſeemed to her, that it would be more proper to ſuffer God to work ; 
To expect the effect of his Mercie with patience, and to enjoy,mean- 
while, the Flower of her Youth, the Fruits of her marriage, and the 
Offers of Fortune ; then toloſe all this by an indiſcreet Pietie and of 
Supererogation ; and by an Enterpriſe exceeding her Forces. Faith 
nevertheleſs weighed more with her Spirit, then human Confiderati- 
ons: and the Intereſt of Eternity prevailed againſt the Intereſt of 
Time. She reſolved, whatever might happen, no longer to endure. 
this Divorce of Religion, which proftaned her Marriage : No longec 
toſufter the Excommunication and Anathema of her Head, the Here- 
ſic and Reprobation of her Husband. 

Love was the firſt Doctor that began the Conference with Hermeni- 
gildus: The Graces, who are perſwaſive without ſpeaking, joyned 
themſelves with Love, and were of the Party. There were neither 
Texts cited, nor Reaſons alleadged in this Diſpute: All the Argu- 
ments were Tears and Prayers: And Tearsand Prayers ette&ed more 
then all the Divinity converted into Dilemmas and Syllogy(ms could 
have done. Hermentgildus, ſhaken by this firſt Conference, ſhewed lets 
oppolition at the ſecond, which he had with the Biſhop of S. Learder. 
And the Light of Truth working more efhcaciouſly, and with more 

Force 
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Force upon a Subje&, which the fire of Love hadprepared, he fubmit- 
redart laſt to both. This change made a great noiſe : and he himtels, 
ro givenotice of it to all Spair,cauled Mony to be coyned which was as 
it were a Publike Ac of his Faith, and an abjuration of Heretic, which 
his Image and Name publiſhed thorowout all the Cities. 

After this, the Father irritated at the Converſion of his Son, and the 
Son inflamed with his new received Faith, came to an open Breach. 
Enraged Goſuinda, and the Furious Hereticks enkindled the Wrath of 
the Father. The Church of Spam being under perlecution, and the 
Catholicks1ll treated, increaſed the Zeal of the Son. Indegundss tryed 
all ſorts of Expedients to bring things tomoderation, and to reconcile 
Hermenigildus to his Father, as ſhe had reconciled him to Gud. She 
s ſeriouſly and with Tears repreſented to him the i] example and, dan- 

* Yers of this War, and made him diſcern, that after a long contention 
<it could Icad him but to a decryed and ſcandalous Victory, or.toa 
<diſmal Defeat followed by a Tragick Death. She made him. call; to 
*Minde the Heroick Maximes of that Faith he had embraced.: ;And 
* often repeated to him, that according to this Faith Acts of Injufrice 
- might leſs handlomly be committed, then ſuffered : and that, there 
<wasno Sufferer in ſo bad a Condition, who was not of more.yalue 

*then the moſt happy Criminal of the World. Bat the Fire,was; al+ 
ready too much inkindled : And there were too. many Hands and 
Mouths, which ſtirred the Coals on all fides. Hermenigildus who 
forelaw that it would be great and laſting, reſolved uot, to calt himlelf 
all entire into it, and without reſerve. He believed that if. the deaxeft 
part of himſelf were removed, the other part which he ſhould expoſe 
thereunto, would thereby become morc  Couragious,|and be "RA pre- 
parcd againſt all the ſtroaks ob Fortune. 

He reſolved then to ſend Indegund;s into Africa: And Indegundiq, was 
nota little rroubled to relolve for this palilage : She was 1n very great 
apprehenſion concerning the Lite and Liberty of her Husband: | but 
her tear was much greater for hisas yet tender Faith, and for his mitiax 
ted Salvation : And having conjured him at her departure to make an 
Accomodation with his Father ; and to endeavour rather to gain then 
vanquith him : She added witha {ſerious Tone, and with a more aftr- 

*mative Countenance, But Hermeninildus to what ſide ſocyer the For- 
*tunc of War ſhall encline, and what propoſition foecyer ſhall be ten- 
' dred you, takc heed of entring intoany Treaty wherein Religion en- 
"Tcrs not with you. If Peace can be purchaſed with fome | olle, remain 
*a looſer in Gods Name to obtain it : butlet the loſſe be of your For- 
*tune, andnot of your Piety. Abandon freely to the bad time, your 
© Pretentions and Rights, your Crown and Succeſſion, nay your Head 
*with your Crown, and your Lite with your Succeſſion : but proceed 
© in ſuch fort, thatyou preſerve at leaſt your Faith, and reſt ailured that 
conſerved Faith will render you all things with uſe. Hermenigildus 


promuled to remember her good InſtraQions : He himſelf took the 
Spirit 
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Spirit and Zeal thereof from her Mouth. And all that he promiſed, 
he kept exactly and with Conſtancy. 
| War having bin unfortunate to him, and the Imperial Forces which he 
had called to his aid having betrayed him after a long Siege, he loſt Sivil 
and Cordoua. Andin this extremity he remembred the tears of Indegun- 
dis . and acquainted Leowrgildus with the inclination he had to Peace 
and Obedience. The old Man, who was not ignorant that deſpair is a 
dangerous weapon, and that the laſt Efforts of the vanquiſhed, and 
the bitings of dying Beaſts are equally to be feared, ſent his Brother 
Richardus to him, who ended the matter by perſwaſion, and brought 
him in, without giving other Aſſurance then his Word. This confi- 
dence was Hazardous and tull of Danger : And it is credible, that the 
remembrance of Indegundis wrought more ecttecually therein, then the 
perſwaſions of Kicaredus. The old man alſo having him in his power, 
forgot his own Blood and Nature; and having in vain tryed him, like 
a Tempter and a Tyrant, with Offers and Threats, Chains and Priſons, 
not being able to deprive him of his Faith, he took off his Head. 
 Indegundss received this Newes with a {ad Satisfaction ; And a Reſent- 
ment whercin even in Deſpite of her, Nature was preſent with Grace. 
She bewailed her dead Husband, and crowned him a Martyr ; And ſhe 
could not crown him more richly then with her Tears. A fewdayes 
after God ealled Indegund;s to give hera Crown. Affliction, Love, and , 
Zeal looſned her Soul : ſhe died Victorious over Nature and Hereſic : 
Andather expiring caſt forth a light which illuminated all Spar, and 
finiſhed the Converſion of that Countrey under the Reign of Ricare- 
dus who tucceeded Leowigildus. | 

The Combats of Clotilda wereno lefle celebrious, nor lefſe glorious 
to France then thele of Indegundis. But Spain drew not thence the ſame 
advantage : And the ll treatment it gave her had not {ſo happy a ſequel. 
She was Daughter of the great Clodowens, and of this holy and wile 
Clotilda, whom Chriſtian France acknowledged for her Mother and In- 
ſtructreſſe. The King her Father cauſed her to eſpouſe Amanlry, who was 
a Goth by Birth, and an Arian by profeſsion. He was ignorant what a 
Monſter 15formed of Barbariſm and Herefie aſſembled in one and the 
ſame Bodie: but he believed that a far ſtranger and dreadful Monſter 
might be charmed by the Vertue of his Daughter : He believed that 
the Name of Clotilda was an Apoſtolical and niiraculous Name : and 
that the ſecond might well effe& in Spain, a Converſion like that which 
the firſt had wrought in France. But the time for this Converfhon was 
not yet come : Amaulry imitated thoſe obſtinate Alps, which are men- 
tioned 1n Scripture: He ſhut his Eyes and Stopped his Eares, for fear 
of being charmed by Clotilda. So far was he from reſpecting the Graces, 
which inſtruced him ; and from ſubmitting to ſo ſweet and pleaſing a 
Vertue, thathe became a Tyrant and jExecutioner to them : He uſed 
all poſſible Inventions to pervert theſe Graces : He practiſed all forts 
of Violence to betray this Vertue to Hereſie. Ir lay not in his power to 
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overcome the Courage of Clodowens, and the Sanity of their Daugh- 
tcr. The good Princeſſe armed with their Spirit, and fortified by the 
remembrance of their Triumphs and Miracles, refiſked his Wiles and 
Violence. How little focver ſhe had complyed and given way to the 
Tempter, ſhe might have reclaimed the Tyrant, and made htm a good 
Husband : Burt ſhe preferred Honourable Wounds before deceitful 
and dangerous Carreſles ; and rather affected a Tyrant who might 
crown her, then a Husband who might corrupt her. 7 

It cannot be expreiicd how coltly this crown was to her : and how 
much ſhe ſuffered from a Prince and People equally Barbarousand pol- 
{efſed with the ſame Devil and Herefie. Her Husband tormented her at 
Home with the Countenance of a Hangman, and with words of Blood 
and Death ; and abroad, ſhe {uttered the outrages of an infolent and 
furious Multitude, which tollowed her with Reproaches and throwing 
of ſtones, when the went ta Church. The Heretical Miniſters added 
Firc to this publick Violence: And Amanlry himlelf, who authorized 
it by his Example, did once ſo outragiouſly beat the poor Queen, that 
he covered her all over with Blood, leaving her half dead. Having re- 
covered her ſenſes, ſhe ſent her bloody Hankerchiet to her Brethren 
Kings The Blood of the Innocent had both Spirit and Voice upon 
this Linen, and carried Indignation and Wrath thorowout all France. 
Childebert took horlc, and marched at the Head of thirty thouſand men 
to require his Siſter. This journey coſt Amaulry his Lite, and Spain cha- 
{tited, defrayed the Charges of it. As for Clotilda, ſhe was called to 
Heaven betore her Arrival in France. Pcradventure God foreſaw that 
her Merit would ſuffer ſome diminution by repole ; and that her Crown 
might be lefſencd thereby. And intending to give it her compleat and 
fully round, he beſtowed it on her immediately after her Victory. 
However it were, Clotilda added to Indegnndy, to Blanch of Bourbon, and 
others who followed them, made us believe that Spain was fatal to our 
Princeſſes, as it hath been thought to be fatal to thoſe Planets who go 
thither to expire. In effect all thoſe that have been ſent thither dycd 
very young, and repleniſhed with Lite and Light. But this death was 
only in appearance like that of the Planets. God made them paſle 
from thence to a better Lite, andtoa Kingdom of longer durance. 
 Anditis credible that they have there a particular Luſtre, and hold 
the rank of Princelses amongſt highly deſcended Martyrs, and noble 
Sutfercrs. | 
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A O VV vain are the Hopes of Man ! And how 
dangerous [mpoſters, and treacherous Guides 
ll are Deſires! Sinnortx came hither to give a 
$|| beginning to his Marriage : Death, which is 
found every where, would be atthe Feaſt in 
Deſpite of the publick Joy, That which is 
very ſtrange, Love himſelt brought him chither : and by a 
new and Fatall Revolution of all things, Vertue is there 
a Cheat and a Homicide: And the betrothed ſerve as 
Victimes to the Sacrifice prepared for the Ceremonie of their 
Nuprals, — 
Fidelity and Treacherie are the Subject of this Action; 
Camma and Sinnorix are the Actors; and the Temple is the 
Scene. Sinnorix not being able to overcome the Chaſtity of 
Camma, atlaſt cauſed her Husband Sinnatus to be ſlain, that he 
might ſucceed to his Bed and Throne. And Camma knowing 
no other way to be quit with Sinnorix, coped it by the 
feigned Conſent ſhe gaveto his Addrefles. She deferred not 
her Revenge to time and occaſions which might bappen : ſhe 
wouldnot expeR obſcure and Domeſtick ones: ſhe believed 
that ſhe onght to ſausfie Her ſelf ina high, and remarkable 
way : -And without giving one moment of Truce to her. 
Enemie, ſhe comes to poiſon her ſelf publickly with him, 


by the drink which was prepared to confirm with Cere- 
Rees 
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monie, and by a ſolemn facrifice the Contract of their Mar- 
riage. 

The Declaration ſhe made of ſo Couragious, and fo little 
expected an Action, raiſed a T umultin the” Femple, and con- 
fuſion amongſt the people. No perſon 1s ſeen there who re- 
fleas on the Goddefle,- or remembers the Sacrifice. The 
Victimes which were already at the Foot of the Altar crowned 
with Garlands of Flowers, and powdred over with fine Meal, 
were affrighted at the Noiſe made about them: And ſaving 
themſelyes with their Garlands and Ribbons threw down the 
Perfumes and Cenſors; and ſcattered the Aſsiſtants ſurprized 
with Aſtoniſhment, Superſtition, and Fear. Inſtead of bring- 
ing them back, the moſt confident accompany them 1n. their 
Flight. The Virgins of Diana only ſtayed behinde, and they 
themſelves were detained by a Terrour which tyed their feet 
and cangealed the Blood in their Veins, T heir aſtoniſhment 
and fear appeared on their faces, which bore the Color of their 
Garments. The very flowers of their Crowns ſeemed to wax 
pale by their Example, and Afﬀrightmene. The Torches 
fallen from their Hands are extinguiſhed by the Milk and 
and VVine of the Goblets which were tumbled down : And 
of theſe two confounded Liquors a third 1s compoſed, which 
retains the Colour of them both. 

In this general tumule Camma alone remains quiet and 
undaunted. She was never more fair and Graceful then you 
now behold her : She never drank any thing more delici- 
- ous or pleaſing to the taſte, then that Remnant of Death 

| ſhe newly gave her Enemie. The ſweetneſle of the Revenge 
ſhe took, wrought upon her Heart before the poiſon, and 
penetrated eyento the bottom of her Soul, There was ſpread 
from thence upon her face an effuſion of Joy, accompanied | 
with a majeſtical and pleaſing fiercenefle, even Angerirt ſelf 
was there graceful: and the laſt drops of its Gall had there a 
kinde of Sweetneſſe. Nothing is ſeen in her of that Death 
the hadtaken in: her Couutenance reſemblesa Conquereſle, 


and in her Attire ſomething appears feſtyal and Triumphant. 
The 
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 Thevery Flowers wherewith ſhe is Crowned ſeem to rejoyce 
that they ſhall notbe carried to a profane and polluted Bed - 
And that they ſhall dye Ghaſt and wrthoue Blemiſh in her 
Company. It was believed that ſhe had: taken them to facri- 
fice with more decencie ; and to render Honour to her Mini- 
ſtery, and new Marriage : And this was done to go more ad- 
orned to Sinnatus, and to Triumph over Smorix with more 
Pomp. 

The wretched Man dejected by the Guilt of his Conſci- 
_ ence, and pierced by the Reproaches of Camma, falls on the 
Ground with the Fatal Cup which deceived him. The Pale- 
neſſe of Death, which he drank, begins to ſpreadit ſelf on his 
Face : And diſquieted by his Deſpair, noleſſe then by his An- 
ger, helooks upon Camma,' with Eyes which ſpeak neither a 
Lover nora Husband. I think alſo that he vents forth againſt 
| her allthe Gall of his Spirit, which 1s more bitter, and comes 
from a far worle ſpring Fl the poiſon he drank. And being 
able todo her no more miſchief, he diſmembers her atleaſt by 
his deſires and Geſture: And makes of her Bodie as many 
pieces, as he ſends forth Imprecations and Reproaches againit 
her. She hears him coldly and without Trouble. It may be 
ſaid rhat ſhe loves him in this Condition : And having never 
beheld him without Horrour , ſhe now ſees him with Joy, 
Meanwhile the Poiſon gaining on her Noble Parts, and find- 
ingthe Heart half open, by the Effort which her Soul makes 
there to ſally forth, -and reunite it ſelf to Stnnatus ; behold her 
ſinking between the Hands of her Maids, 

They are well recovered of their firſt diſorder ; but in no 
Condition tohelp her, if their tears ſerve not for an Antidote. 
The beſt they cut do 15 to lift up their Eyes and hands to the 
Goddeſle, and todemand of her by their Geſtures and Sighes 
the preſervation of ſo ſublime a Vertue,tor the Honor and Ex- 
ample of their Sex.Do not believe that they are heard. Camma 
oppoſeth their Petitions, and offers up Prayers to the contrary. 
In the Smoak of:the extinguiſhed Torches, and the overturned 
Cenſors ſhe beholds the Ghoſt of Sinnatus ſtill bleeding from his 
VVound, who gives her aſigne, thatit is time to depart; A A 

tnat 
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thatſhe is expectedin the Region of Chaſt and Faithful Souls. 
Her impatience redoubles atthis Objet: And her Heart clo- 
ſingup ſhe takes leave of the G oddeſle; Craves Pardon for ha- 
ving inher 1 emple, andat the Foot of her Altar and Image,ſa- 


crificed to Love and Revenge: And with theſelaſt words ren- 


dred up her Spiritwith a ſerene Countenance ; and ſuch as a 
Conquerour would have, who after the gaining of a Victory, 
ſhould eXxplre in the fruition of his Glory. 


SONNET. 


Hu Queen, whoſe noble wrath admits no reſt, 
T (With poiſon at her Lips, Death neer her Breaſt ) 
Do's the now trembling Synnor1x upbraid 
!/ith that ſad [lroke bus murd'rous Hand convey d. 


Her Husbands Ghoſt, which often call d in vain, 
CWith Languor pale, yet bloody as when ſlain) 
Waits to receive her in that Cloud the late 
Extinguiſhd Torches with their ſmoak create. 


Brave Soul forſakenot thy fair Priſon ; ſtay, 
Donot, Renowned Camma, poſt away 

To thy Sinnatus, erethe poifnous Draught 
Haveon hs Murd'rers Head due Vengeance wrought 


T o which the Heavns andall things elſe conſpire 
With bis ſad Fate, and thy inflamed lre: 

eAnd Love himſelf t accelerate his pain, 

Megrra's Torch,and Deatbs cold Shafts hath tane. 


ELOGIE 
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ELOGIE OF CAMMA 


£9 AMM A Princeſs of Galatia, and the Wife of Sinnatus, 
V2 was doubly Soveraign ; and reigned by the right of her 
4A blood, and by rhat of her Face. Her Beauty which was 

ﬀF2/(. 7 her firſt Crown, drew Suters to her, and furniſhed her 

—/, with Combats : and theſe Combarts rendred her Spirit 

fit for War, and maniteſted_her Courage and t idelity. 

Her Vertue made Fortune Jealous, and her Beauty begot Love in S- 

norix. But not complying with Sinorix, and abandoning all to Fortune, 

ſhe remained victorious over both. Sollicitations and Services Proving 

unſ{ucceſſetul to Sinorix, he employed Deipair and Crimes : And per- 

ſwaded that a vacant place would be weakly defended, and with leſſe 

obſtinacie, he murdered Sinnatusz and of his Bodie makes a ſtep to his 

Bed and Throne. This Blow ſtrengthened the Couragious Princefle 

inſtead of dejeding her. Shegaveno Ear tothe bloody Ghoſt of Sin- 

zatus which ſummoned her ; And before ſhe would follow him reſolved 
to revenge his Death. 

After fo foul and baſea Treachery Sinorix renewed his addreſſes, and 
{weetned them with the Name of Marriage. He preſented himſelf to 
Camma with all the Artifices and Dilguttements by which he thought 
to hide from her his Crime. She failed not to diſcern it through 
all his Arts and Diſguiles; and to ſcent. the Murther and blood which 
remained {t1]] freſh upon him. Neverthelels ſhe reſtrained her ſelf: 
And for fear of loſing her ſtroke if ſhe lifted up her hand too high, 
ſhe encloſed her Defigne in her Heart with her Anger. 

In fine, after many premeditated dithculties, and counterfeit irreſo- 
lutions ſhe feigned to ſubmit to the perſwaſions of her Kindred who fol- 
licited her in Sizorix behalf; and gave them her Conſent and Promiſe. 
Atthe afligned day for the Ceremonie of her Martiage, all things be- 
ing ready for the Sacrifice, ſhe took the cup in which poiſon was ſteep- 
ed: Andhaving out of reſpect poured forth two or three drops there- 
of upon the Altar of the Goddels, ſhe drank part of it, and gave the 
reſt to Sinorix. The unhappy Creature expecting to taſte the firſt 
ſweets of his Marriage, drank there his Death, and the puniſhment of 
his Crime. Camma had the fatisfation to ſee him die with her: And 
having enjoyed two or three hours of her Revenge, and the Glory of 
her Fidelity, ſhe went to carry the News of both to Sznnatus. 


L _ MORAL 
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LL the Lines of this Picture are inſtrucive, and the very oh 
, of it are luminous, and enlighten the underitanding. We learn 
fromthe unfortunate Beauty of Camma, that as there be lowers 
which impoiſon ; ſo there are Riches which render tholeunhappy who 
polleſs them: And that very often we are only ſtung with what glit- 
ters aboutus; as well as with what pleaſeth and adorns us. We ate 
taught likewiſe by her Courage, that inthe Combats of Vertue, Victory 
con(iſts in the ſtrength of the Minde,and not of the Bodie : That the 
weakeſt Sex may herein Diſpute in point of advantage with the {tron- 
geſt : and that a Crown is more for the Heart, then for the Arms.or 
for the Head. On the other fide we learn from the Crime of S7orzx, 
tharunchaſt Love 1sa dangerous Gueſt : It enters with Nolegayes in its 
Hand, and Garlands on his Head ; Andaſsoon as it comes into a Houle, 
and hath there ſetledit ſelf, it exhibits poiſons and ſwords. We gather 
alſo from his puniſhment, that Divine Juſtice, though it ſets forth late, 
yet it fails not to arrive in due time: And that without cauſing Exe- 
cutioners to comeafar off, it often makes our Idols become our Tor- 
mentors,and ourfins our puniſhments. 


—— 
a6 —cK_ —__ 


MORAL QUESTION. 


Ip hy Conjugal Love is more Faithfull in Women, 
then in Men. 


TF Suppoſe the Truth of the Theſis, and ſuppole 1t upon the Report 
[ of Hiſtory, which is the Conſerver of Truth, and the Depoſitory 

of fair Originals and eminent Examples. I have been conſulting on 
1tinall Countreyesand Ages: and I confeſs that in every Countrey 
and Age where I have examined it, Hiftory hath ſhewn me Heroick 
Women by Troops, who dyed out of Fidelity and Love to their Hus- 
bands. But when Ircquired from it Husbands of the like Vertue and 
Courage, ſcarce couldit furniſh me with enough to make a number. 
— Thiscertainly is wonderful, yet moſt true : And fuch as ſhall not have 
_ Faith enough to believe it upon my word, may inform themſelves upon 
the places. | 

They will be ſhewed in Greece the Aſhes of Exadne, who caſt her ſelf 
into the flaming Pile of her Husband ; and who by an honeſt and law- 
tul Love performed that which a furious Heroe, and vaunting Philoſo- 
phers have done either out of brutiſh deſpair,or ridiculous vanity. They 
will be ſhewed the Web wherewith Penelope preſerved her lelf for VIyſſes: 


the Cup inwhich Camma drank death and revenge: Another Cup wherin 
Artemiſia 
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Artemiſia drank the Aſhes of Mauſolus. They would cauſe them to ſee 
at Rome the Coals which Porcea {wallowed : the Dagger of Aria and 
thoſe efficacious words by which ſhe gave Reputation to her Death, 
and Courage to that of Petus: The Lancer wherewith Paulina opened 
her Veins, that ſhe might die with Seneca: And divers other famous 
pieces which are in Veneration with the Ancients ; and which are ſeen 
{till coloured with Blood, and marked with the Fidelity of Wo- 
meng The ſight of thele picces is ſufficient alone, and without other 
proof to perl{wade, that Women love more conſtantly, and with more 
Fidelity then Men. But I ſuppoſe this Advantage of Womens Fidelity 
above that of Men, who have hitherto left no Reliques of it : And 
ſeeking Reaſons for it in Natural and Moral Philoſophy, I finde eight, 
which added to the Memorials of Antiquity, will ſtrengthen this Pro- 
poſition againſt the malitious Allegations wherewith tome ule to al- 
(ault it : And which may make it atleaſt an Article of Human Belief. 

Firſt, if Philoſophy and Experience have Authority enough to be 
credited therein, Aﬀections follow Humours ; and take their quali- 
ties and tincture from the temper which ſerves them for matter. Now 
1t 1s not doubted, but Melancholy is the predominant Humour in a 
Woman : itisnot doubted, but that her Temper is more moiſt and her 
Complexion more tender then ours: we ought not then to doubt, 
but that her Afﬀections are more adhering and lerled : and that ſheis 
' more ſtrongly united to whatſoever ſhe faſtens her ſelf. Why ſhould 
we doubtit, ſince Melancholy hath been hitherto believed to be the 
matter of Conſtancie, and the moſt proper Oyle to nouriſh the fire of 
Love? Since we lee that ſoft things are better linked together then 
hard ones: and that without Humidity no laſting union can be made. 
From thence comes the ancient ſaying, which declares that the afteCti- 
ons of Women can endure no Mediocrity : and that whatever they de- 
lire, they defireit obſtinately, and without intermiſſion. 

Let us adde Inſtin& to Humour, and Neceſſity to Complexion : and 
what Faith tcacheth us, concerning the Creation of Woman taken out 
of the ſide of Man, being ſuppoled; Let us alledge for the ſecond 
Reaſon, that the Inſtind of the part to the whole being of neceſlity, 
and conſequently ſtronger then the Inſtin& of the whole to the part, 
which 1s but of congruity: It was according to the order of Nature 
thata Woman ſhould do by an Intclligent and Judicious inclination, 
what all other ſeparated parts perform out of a blinde and inſenſible 
Propenſion. And ſince Man, from whom ſhe was taken, 1s neceſlary for 
her conſervation ; it appears nothing ſtrange, thar ſhe adheres more 
conſtantly to him, and renders him more aftec&ion then ſhe receives : 
And beſides, thisſurpluſage which ſhe gives him, is leffe an advance and 
a work of ſupererogation, then a duty and acknowledgment. 

After this ſecond Realon there follows a third, which is grounded 
upon the Aſſiſtance and good Offices which Women receive from Men. 
1 his aſſiſtance is frequent and more then ordinary, and theſc offices 
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continual and at all hours. Thoſe which the Bodie receives from the 
Head can hardly fufter lefſe interruption ;3 thoſe which the Moon ex- 

ets from the Sun can ſcarce be more neceſlary to her. And therefore 
if good offices be the tycs of Hearts, and the chains of Souls ; is itnort 
reaſonable that Women ſhould love more then they are beloyed z and 
be more ſtrongly taſtned then they faſten ; {ince in the Domeſtick, So- 
ciety they lerveleſle then they are vc ; and are more obliged then 
they oblige ? Should they have lefle of good Nature thenygvie, 
which faſtens it {clf inſeparably to the Tree that ſupports it, and} ne- 
ver leaves it cither in Life or Death ? Should they love leſle conſtantly 
then the Female Palm, which never findes comfort, never FCFcrves 
verdure, nor is ever capable of Renovation after the Death bf her 
Male to which ſhe was allycd. 

This Fidelity doth not only appertain to the dutie and oratitude 
of Women : but it concerns their Honour and Glory : And whether: 
in their opinion there be ſomething of Nature and Inſtin& therein; 
whether there be not ſomething of Tradition or Hear-lay; they,are all 
per{waded that Conſtancy, next to Chaſtity, is the predominant, Ver- 
tue and the eſfsential quality of Vertuous Women. Men place not 
therein their punQilio of Honour : there is no Title leſs alledged 
among them; there 1s no quality more cheap, then that of a good 
Husband : They ſcarce rank or holdit conſiderable in the Deſcription 
_ of aGallant Man. And from hence it comes, that Conſtancie and Fr- 
delity, whereof I ſpeak, being not controverted with Women, they 
have ingroſsed them both to themſelves, and left to men in their room 
Valour, Knowledge, Juſtice, and other Verrues, which as they concei- 
ved, {uted better with the Dignity of their Sex. 

Moreover, it 15 the chief Ambition of good Women to be ed 
by their Husbands entirely and with perleverance. This begets their 
Peace and Content at home : this procures them a good Name, and a 
good odour of Reputation abroad. On the other fide they know, and 
Nature hath taught it them, that the Heart is the only Bait with which 
another Heart may be ta ken : and that Love, to which wings are given, 
15a Birdnot tobe caught, but by another Love. F rom whenceit ariſeth, 
that to polsels this ſo important Love, they make advances of it which 
exhauſt them; and whereof very often there remains only in them a 
habit of loving {olitarily, and an obſtinate and cuſtomary Fidelity. + 

Beſides, it is with the Heart of a Woman, as with Rivers which are 
keptin, and ſhutup ; and have bura little Deſcent by which they have 
liberty to disburthen themſelves. Conſcience and Honour, Chaſtitic 
and Fear, the Laws of God, and the Laws of the World are the ob- 
Racles which encompals it on every {tde: and it cannot dilate it ſelf 
without breaking thein, nor break them without extraordinary vio- 
tence. Likewite, when amidſt ſo many obſtacles, the diſcharge lies 
Open to 1t on the Husbands part, 1t pours it ſelf forth on that fide 


with morc :mpetiofity and refiriction, chen doth the Heart of a Man, 
which 
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which reſembles thoſe ſhallow Rivers, which have neither Ridges nor 
BankF) but many little open ſtreams through which they disburthen 
themſelves. 

Let us alſo ſay, that Women being freed from many affairs where- 
with Men are charged ; And Lovebeing, as a certain Perlon ſaid, the 
buſinefle of perſons wanting employment, and the occupation of thoſe 
chat are at leaſure : they muſt neceſſarily love with more Force, and 
with more application of minde then rhey are beloved. 

In fine, I adde for the eighth Reaſon, that Love hath Jealouſicslike 
a King : It is alſo the Princely and Soveraign Paſlion: Andin a Heart 
where 1t reigns, 1t cannot endure that any ſhould go equal with ir, nor 
play the Miltreſſe. Now the Hearts of Men are more divided, and ſub- 
zect to more Paſſions then thoſe of Women. Every day occations and 
affairs introduce there ſome New Paſlion : and every one will com- 
mand in its turn, and reign at leaſt on the day of its Arrival. Perfect 
Love, which 1s Jcalous of its Authority, and an enemye to diſorder 
and confuſion : not knowing how to be at quiet and in a ſtate of 
Honour amidlt theſe turbulent Paſſions, gives way to them, and retires 
mtoa Womans Heart: And it 1s there leſſe diſquicted and more abſo- 
folute: No Rival is found there to riſe up againit it : There 1s no Pal- 
fion which doth not obey it. For this Reaſon, Fortune, Afﬀairs, and the 
Paſſions which are of their Train ſtanding almoſt all for the Husband, 
nothing remains for the Wife, but Conjugal Love accompanied with 
Fidelity and Conſtancy. I might produce great number of Reaſons 
for it : but 1t 1s the weight and not the multitude which ought 
to perlwade. Letus conclude this Queſtion with an Example, which 
will manifeſt in deſpite of Monteizze, that there are modern as well as 
ancient F idelities : and that good Wives have appeared long after the 
Age of Zither Aria or Paulina. 


——c 


EXAMPLE. 
Sanchia of Navarre. 


Am to draw in this Hiſtory the Picture of two Siſters, who have not 
not one drop of Blood in their Veins, nor one Hair on their Heads 
by which they reſemble each other. This nevertheleſs is neither 
ſtrange nor new: the Roſe and Thorn grow upon one ſtalk:and one fire 
produceth both Light and Smoak. The repreſentation thereof in that 
reſpect will not be Jeſſe delightful : And by an oppoſition like that 
which 1s made by the Impoſtures of the Perſpe&ive,a Grace and a Fury, 
an extream Fidelity, and an extream Treachery will be ſeen thereupon 

the ſame Ground, and almoſt under theſame Line. | 
 Sanchins the ſecond, King of Nawarre was ſlain by Ferrandus _ 
wales 
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ales Earl of Caſtile in a publick and regular Duel, undertaken ſfolemn- 
ly, andin thelight of two Armies, to. end their quarrel, and toIpare 
the Blood of their People. This Dilaſter left ſo lively a reſentment, 
and ſo obſtinate a grief in Theracia, Daughter to the deceaſed King, 
and Wite to the King of Leon, that ſhe took an oath never to admit of 
any Lenitive but Revenge, and the Blood of Gonzales. She ſought 
cvery where this Lenitive of Blood, and this Revenge which might 
curcher: {ceing no Honourable or lawful occaſion which might lead 
her to efte& it with a good Conlcitence, ſhe reſolved to compaſle it by 
Treaſon and Surpriſe. The wrath indeed of a Woman is a dangerous 
Wrath : All that ſhe hath of {ſweet 1s 1imbittered and turns into Gall 
when ſhe is netled : and in delpite of her Natural Conſtitution poiſon 
itlues forth of her Eyes, and the teeth of Serpents enter into her 
mouth. But though ſhe be cvery way to be feared ; yet ſhe ought 
chiefly to be miſtruſted when her fire israkedup : when her teeth are 
hidden : and when her Gall and Poiſon are covered with a ſeeming 
{weetneſſe. And we may take allo in this ſence the ſaying of holy 
Scripture, which advices us to avoid the fury of an irritated Dove. 

Thele Aſhes of a plaiſtred Reconciliation, and this feigned meek- 
neſle of a Dove, hadlike to have ruined Gonzales. He would have pre- 
ſerved himſelf from an open Fire: and would have defended himſelf 
againſt an Eagle which ſhould have aflaulred him by Force. Theraciz 
counterfcits her ſelf tractable and inclined to Peace ; makes an offer of 
Reconciliation : And to eſtabliſh a ſolid and laſting Peace between Na- 
warre and Caſtile, ſhe propoles a Marriage between her Siſter Sanchiz 
and Gonzales. Surcly the Bait was too tempting, and too ſ\ubtilly pre- 
pared, and with too much dexterity to catch nothing. Gonzales who 
was generous and no Enemie to Peace, gave car to this Propoſition ; 
reccives from the Queen of Leon ( deputed for the ſolemnization of the 
Contract ) the Promiſe of abſent Sanchia, and returned her his. When 
all things were agreed, he undertakes a journey to Nawarre, with no 
other Attendance then his own Family : Neither did he think to go to 
a Siege or Pattel : he bclieved that his Voyage was to a Treaty of Mar- 
riage: and a Marriage 1s not treated of with Armies and Engins of 
War : No maneſpouletha beatiig Drum or flying Colours. 

As 1oon as he arrived in Nawarre, King Garcius a Complice in the 
T rcalon of his Siſter Theracia, received him with outrages and re- 
proaches: and without giving him time to recolle& himſelf commits 
him to Priſon, and cauſeth him to be loaden with Chains more harſh 
and pondcrous, then thoſe which he came to ſeek. Sanchia advertiſed of 
lo foul a Treaſon, to which ſhe had contributed innocently, and with 
noill intent, thought her ſelt obliged, for the Juſtification of her pro- 
mile, and for the Honour of her Houle, to afliſt a Prince who was 
taken in her Name, and by her promiſe. She found out a means to ſee 
himin Priſon, and this ſight mollified her Heart, and laid it open to 


Paſſion, which never before found any acceile untoit, Pitty which is 
not 
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not baſhfall ant faſpefted by ho man, efitred firſt boldly, and without 
reſiſtance : Love ſtolc in fearfully after her, and was there receivedup- 
on the ingagements made by Gonzales, and upon the faith which had 
bech' given him. Sanchia was already ſufficiently tied by the promiſe 
delegared to the King of Navarre her brother, and to her ſiſter the 
Queen of Leon: But ſhe found her ſelf there much faſter tied by the 
chains of Gonzales : She renewed to him the promite ſhe had ſent him 
by the minifters of her|brothers treachery : And having given neceſlary 
orders for his liberty, ſhe took him out of priſon, and fled away with 
him to Caſtile, where ſhe was married to him in great pomp, and with 
thegeneral applauſe of the people. 

TI confefle that there was much of boldneſſe in this ation; and I would 
not pardon it in Maid, who had followed a wandring fire, and played 
the'part of a Careclea, or a Lucippa. But if we confider that Sanchia was 
no longer at her own diſpoſe, nor ather brothers: that ſhe waspromi- 
fed and betrothed to Gonzales : that ſhe had given her faith out of 
obedience: And that ſhe owed more to her betrothed faith, then to 
the treachery of her Houſe ; her boldneſſe will be no reproach to her 
memory : And men will rather give her an honourable ranke amongſt 
the rhe op then joyn her with the wandring women of Romances. Ne- 
verthelefle the King her brother did not take it in that ſenſe. As ſoon 
as he was advertifed of his priſoners and ſiſters flight; he preſently rai- 
ſ{cda powerfull Army and fell into Caftile : But he fell in under fo ill a 
Planet, that he was defeated in the firſt Battell ; and by the ſport of 
Fortune, which mingles at her pleaſure, chains and Crowns, and pla- 
ceth them ſometimes upon one Head, and ſometimes upon an other ; or 
to ſpeak more Chriſtianly, by a juſt diſpoſure of Divine Providence, 
which would puniſh Injuſtice and Treachery, the King of Nawarre in 
his, turne remained priſoner to his Fugitive, and was loaden with the 
ſame Chains he had brought for him. 

_ Afﬀer fome moneths of impriſonment, Gonzales moved by the per- 
ſwaſjons of his Wife, ſet him at liberty, and ſent him back with ho- 
nour to his Kingdom: Theſe benefits ought to be ranked amongſt 
thoſe Coals, which according to the ſaying of the Wiſeman, give new 
heat to conpgealed Charity, and reenkindle extinguiſhed affection : 
Bit they ſtirred up hatred, and inkindled a new warre which would 
haye caufed great flames and ruines, if the wiſe and couragious San- 
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chia, before one drop of blood was fpilt, had not mediated between 
her Fa Band and Brother, and quenched with her tears the fire which 
had"takenon all fides. Theſe tears which had vertue enough to extin- 
ouiſh a warrcalready flaming, and to pacific two Kingdoms in Arms, 
hadnotcnoughto {weeten the Animoſity of a Woman. The Queen of 
Leon reſerved her pafſion in all the Treaties which were held : Andin all 
the Articles which were propoſed to her, whatſoever her lips and tongue 
did ſwear, and whatſoever her hand did figne,ſhe ſtill ſware in her mind, 
and ſignedin herheart the death of Gonzales. _ 

is 
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_ __ Theobſtinate Princeſs not content with having laboured unproſ:- 
tably and at a great expence to diſhonour the Name of the King her 
Brother ; with having perverted her Faith and falſified her pro- 
miſe; took away alſo the Honour and Reputation of the King her 
Husband : And per{waded him to make of his Word and Faitha le- 
cond ſnare for Gonzales. The Faith of Kings is ſacred ; Their Promiſe 
is holy . And it is aprophanation, anda kinde of Sacriledge to convert 
theminto Deceits and Treaſons; and to make them lerve for Baits to 
Circumventions. This Prince nevertheleſs ſeduced by his Wite, con- 
ſented to the Prophanation of his Word and Faith. He convened the 
States of his Kingdom, and lent thither the Earl of Caſtile. The Earl 
had ſight good cnough to diſcern afar off the ſnare which was laid for 
him : but he had too good a Heart, and too confident a Soul to avoid 
a ſnare from which he knew not well how to flic, but by flying from 
his Duty, and turning his back to his Reputation. He ſtuck faſt then to 
his Reputation and Duty ; and committed his Lite and Liberty to 
Fortune, Fortune nevertheleſs which is ſaid tobe favourable to bold 
Actions, gave him no better entertainment at Leor, then he had re- 
ceived at Navarre. He found there a ſecond Priſon, and as ſtrong and 
heavy chains as theformer : And found no Sarchiain that place, who 
might break theſe chains and open the Priſon for him. But Love which 
was more juſt then Fortune, and works far other Miracles, did not 
long retard the bringing thither his Delivereſs : And it ſhe had been 
Couragious and Faithful during the time of Contract , ſhe ſhewed 
herſelt yet more Couragious and Faithful in the ſtate of Marriage. 
Aiſoon as ſhe had notice of her Husbands Captivity, her firſt thought 
was to march inthe head of twenty thouſand men, to deſtroy his Pri- 
{on with Fire and Sword, and to bring him back to Caſtile through the 
Ruines, and Light of a flaming Province. To this firſt thought which 
aroſe from her Courage, another ſucceeded, wherein there was more 
of Prudence, and more of Safety for her Husband. She fixed upon 
that, though the danger thereof was more evident for her ſelf: And 
ſhe reſolved to oppole to a foul and treacherous fraud, an innocent 
and purely charitable deceit. She choſe amongſt the moſt Faithful ſer- 
vants of the Earl her Husband, all thoſe who had moſt courage and 
ſtrength, and commanded them to follow her without noiſe, and with 
Arms of more effe& then ſhew. This done, ſhe began her journey in 
the habit and Marks of a Pilgrime: paſſeth every where fora Woman 
of quality, who went to perform her Vow made to S. James. And be- 
ingarrniyed in Leoz with two Knights, ſhe ſo craftily and dexterouſly 
allaulted the Gates of the Priſon, as at length they were opened to her, 
and obtained leave to ſee her Husband. 
_ The apparition of an Angel invironed with fire and covered over 
with light, could ſcarce have more dazled Gonzales, then the arrival of 
diſguiſed Saxchia had done. Afﬀter the firſt Embraces, and the Tears 
that were mixt with them, which ſupplyed the place of Words, ſhe 
acquainted 
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acquainted him in tew words with the occaſion of her coming: And 
conjured himto take the garment and liberty ſhe had brought him, and 
to leave her in exchange his Chains and Apparel ; nay his puniſhment 
and Death, 14 1t were decreed he ſhould die. This exchange being 
made, he went out of Priſon with the Garment and Heart of Sanchia ; 
And found the two Knights at the Gate, who brought him to the 
place where his ſervants waited for him. The next day the light diſco- 
vered that charitable Fraud which the night had concealed. The King 
of Leon on the ludden expreſſed an Anger, which ({eemed never to be 
allayed without cftuſion of Blood. But reaſon returning by degrees, 
admiration ſucceeded his wrath : He highly praiſed a deceipt ſo well 
meant, and of ſo great example. And having magnificently treated 
his Sifter, he ſent her back to her husband with ceremonie and pomp : 
and this Pomp ſervedas a Triumph to Conjugal Loveand the Fidelity 


of Women. 
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Artemuſia, 


HERE 1s nothing here but exceeds 

the meaſure of mean Spirits : Nothing 
:j but tranſcends the Capacity of ſhallow 
Heads, 1 he Mauſfolzum which you be- 
=|| hold, is one of the VVorlds great Mira- 
cles. eArtemifia who cauſed itto be built, 
1s another far greater Miracle,though not 
ſo vaſt, nor wearieth ſo muchthe ſight. 
But both have wherewith to fill with her Renown, as well che 
preſent as future Times : VV herewith to furniſh matter for 
new Fables; And to ſerve in Hiſtory for a ſpectacle of magnt. 
ficence, and prodigte to all Nations and Ages. 

They are no common Architects which direct this. ſumptu- 
ous and ſtately ſtructure. Love 1s the undertaker and hath 
traced out the deſigne: Magnificence preſides in the Execu- 
tion ; andall the Arts gathered together work there under her 
Command, and by her Orders. Surely it were needfyl to have 
a very vaſt apprehenſion, and Eyes capable of great objects to 
contemplate at once theſe pendant Quarries wrought into 
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' Pillars: And to behold at one View a whole-Mountain of 


Jaſper erected into an Obelisk. e4fa and Africa mult be there- 
by exhauſted and impoveriſhed : I do beleeve that atpreſent 
there are left neither Marble 1n their Boſoms, nor pretious 
Metals in their Veins. And you there behold in Frizes, 
Chapters, and Balliſters, all chat the ſun was able to produce 
rich and reſplendent in many Ages. Not only all the Trea- 
ſures of the Earth have been exhauſted toſerve for this Enter- 
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prize , but whole Colonies of workmen have been conſumed 


therein ; Andall thoſe rich carved Pieces, whereof your eyes 
partake jn an inſtant and without trouble, are the Invention 


and labour of the ableſt heads and the moſt skilfull hands of 
(Greece. 

Lrocarex who was the Authour and Father ofthe moſt ex- 
quiſite Gods, and of the moſt eminent Artiſts of theſe dayes, 
umployed all his skill in that Statue which he made of one ſin- 
ole Agate. It hath no other colours then what the Stone 
brought with it from the Quarry. And nevertheleſſe by a con- 
currence, which exceeded the expectation of the V Vorkman, 
Nacure ſo well mingled them, and with ſo much equality and 
proportion, that a Picture, were it drawn by the hand of Apelles 
himſelf, could not better reſemble Man/olus. Three Lamps 
framed of three large Rubies make a precious Fire, fed with 
Balm under this Figure. There isa fourth, which is compo- 
ſed of a more noble matter, which ſends forth a cleerer and 
more reſplendent flame, though it be inviſible. Itis the heart it 
ſelf of Artemiſia, which burns alwayes equally and with the 
ſame fire, and conſumes before her Husbands Ghoſt ſtill pre- 
ſent to her eyes. 

[ obſerve that you have along time fixed your ſight partt- 
cularly upon the face of this Coloſſus, and upon the ſtrange 
Characters it bears, 'Tne Characters are Egyptian and Sacred. 
The Subject is the Elogy of Mauſolus, expreſled in figured 
and mylticall termes. T he mourning of his VVidow, and ſor- 
rows of his People are notthere forgotten : But all this, as you 
may ſee, 1s there onely in Epitome, andin a cold and liveleſſe 
ſtile. The moſt Magnificent, even the moſt cloquent and 


faichtull Epitaph of Manſolus isinthe heart of Artemifia. Love: 
and Death have grav'd it with their Pencils. There 1s nota 
word in it which hath not both life and heat, which doth not 
love and ſigh, which doth notreſent and 1s not reſented. Ts it 
not that which the Architect meant to expreſle by this Love 
and Death, which he hath couched at the Foot of the Obelisk® 
VVould you not ſay that theſe Characters were but newly in- 
raven, and that they made all Paſſengers who ſhall read them 


ro 
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to accompany with their ſighs and Tears, the Sighs of the Arts, 
and the Tears of the Muſes; the ſadneſſe of the Metals, and 
the mourning of the Marbles © 

As for thoſe two other Loves which cloſe up the Balliſters, 


they are numbred-among thoſe which have contributed their 


Cares and Labours to this vaſt VV ork. They hold alfo the 
Squareand Compals in their Hands: And ſeem thereby wil- 
ling to give Teſtimonte againſt the Errours of the ignorant, 
who perſwade themſelves that Love can act nothing which 1s 
not tumultuous and irregular; And that there is nothing but 
confuſion and diſorder 1n all its productions. Love neverthe- 
leſs ( whatſoever theſe ignorant perſons may fay of 1t) isthe 
ſuperintent of Harmonies and Accords; and the firſt inventer 
of Squares and Meaſures: And I do not doubt, but if ſome 
one of thoſe people came hither, he would preſently avow 
that Love is more regular and better proportioned in this vaſt 
building, then Philoſophte ever was in the Tub of the Cynick. 
Surely alſo it1s wonderful to behold, ſuch regular Enormities, 
and ſuch adjuſted proportions amidft ſo great excefſe. Bur 
nothing yet there appears ſave the firſt draughes of this pro- 
portionandevennefſe: Andonemult expect thelaſt formof 
the whole Bodie to judge of the correſpondence between theſe 
enormous and monſtruous parts, which are the Temerities of 
Art, the Exaggerations of Marble and Jaſper, And if I may 
ſay ſo, the Hyperboles and Amplifications of Archite&ture, 

VVe are not the only' perſons in whom ſo ſumptuous and 
magnificent a mourning begets aſtoniſhment. T hoſethat you 
ſeeat the Foot of the ſteps, though they belong to the Court 
of eArtemifia, andare accuſtomed to the Majeſtie of her De- 
ſigne, and have their Mindes and Eyes as tull of 1t as ours. 
Some expreſle their aſtoniſhment by their Geſture, and ſeem 
to ſay that this Monument will one day draw all Europe to Afia, 
and be an Heroick Temple, where Magnificence and mourn- 
ing, Love and Death, eArtemi/ia and Manſolus will be ho- 
noured together, and receive from Poſterity an Y worſhip, 
and like Oblations, T he reſt further advanced obſerve her 
action, and accompany 1t withtheir reſpect and ſilence, 
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 Theaffliction of her Minde ſeems to have paſſed even into 
her Garment, which 1s black and without ornament. Her ſad- 
nefle nevertheleſs is Majeſtical and:becoming::;:» And upan 
her face, ſtill pale by the Death of her Husband, there appears 
a kinde of pleaſing languiſhment, which demands compals- 
on and would beget Love, if it were in a ſubject either leſſe 
elevated, or leſle auſtere. .T'wo Turtle Doves which ſhe.her 
ſelf newly ſacrificed to the Spirit of Mauſolus burn before her, . 
with her Hair upon an Altar of Porphirie : And mean while 
the fire which ſeized on her Heart .by degrees conſumes the. 
tyes of her Soul, and prepares 1t to go joyn 1t ſelf with the 
other Heart which expects1it. T he aſhes of Mayſolus,which ſhe 
hicherto ſo charily preſerved, are moiſtned with her Tearsin 
the Cup you ſeen her hand.She takes itup to drink them: and 
her moiſt and ſparkling Eyes which partake ſomething of-the.. 
Sunand Rain ſeemto ſay to thoſe that ynderſtand them, that 
ſhe nevertook any thing more ſweet and pleaſing to her taſt: - 
That the richeſt works of Art and Nature could not worthily - 
enough conſerve ſo pretious a Pledge : That theſe dear Aſhes 
are due unto the fire of her Heart, and that nothing but eArte- 
mifia alone could make a fit ſepulchre tor Mayſolus. 


SONNET. 


ARTEMISIA ſpeaks. 


Ehold this Sepulchers proud flruure, where 
Glory and Grief do equally appear : 
IWhere Aſia (rais'dinto one Monument ) 

Tord allthe Arts, and Natures skill outwent. 


Love with bis ſhafts hath wrought the Sculpture fair, 
Love did the ('yment with his Fires prepare, © 
eAnd makes,in ſpite of Death, my Lover have 
eAnenaleſs life in this lupendious Grave. 


But 
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But tell me Love, what Glory do [ gain 
F 9 theſe my ſumptuous Labours, if [daign 
Alarbles to be the Rivals of my Fame, 
eAnd ſhare with them my Souls reſplendent Flame * 


AN owif the gentle Shade, with wandring Feet, 
eAmong the Dead do ſtray, it will be meer 

T hat of its Flame my Soul the Fuel be, 

And that his Aſhes [ive intombdinMe. 


—— 


ELOGIE OF ARTEMISIA. 


of MEgT isnothing ſtrange that Artemiſia ſpeaks in this Picture : 
a8) She bath lived above three thouſand yeersin the Memo- 
\E ric of Man. Her Fortune and Dignity nevertheleſs hath 
Sw not preſerved it for her. Whatſoever hath been ſaid of 

72 Gold, it doth not exempt thoſe from corruption who 

wear it in their Crowns : and the Names of Kings and 

Queens ought not to be more priviledged then their Perſons, which 
die upon I hrones. Vertue hath made Artemiſia live to this day, 
and would have her remain to her Sex, an everlaſting Example of a 
peaceable Magnanimity ; and of a Widowhood Couragions without 
Detpair, and afflicted without Dejeftion. The one Moity of her dyed 
with Maxſolzs, and the burned with himthat part of her Heart in which 
Joy reſided: But ſhe reſerved the other in which was Fortitude and 
Courage. Andif ſince the fatal Moment which had thus divided her, 
ſhe was never ſeen to delight in any thing, yet no man ever oblervedthe _ 
the leaſt weakneſſe in her. Her modeſt and ſtrict mourning, and her 
well becoming and Majeſtical reſervednefſe futed with a perfe& Wi- 
dow : But her bold and Couragious aGtivity in War her dexterous 
and free Conduct in managing affairs; and her conſtancie in :re- 
jetting all ſorts of ſecondatfeQions, was like a Woman, who acted ftill 
with the Heart and Spirit of her Husband ; and who had even eſpouſed 
his ſhadow. But not being content to have preſerved his Courage in 
her actton, and his image in her Memory, ſhe muſt. needs haveallo his 
Aſhes npon her Heart; And erected his Name and Tombinto a Mira- 
cle, by a ſtruGure in which all the Arts wearied themſclves, and Na- 
ture her ſelf was almoſt exhauſted. 


MORAL 
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'A RTEMISTA though a Heathen and a Barbarian is to your 

Widows a Governeſle full of Authority and of great Example. 

She teach<th them that the moſt invincible and ſtrongeſt Widow- 
hood 1s not that which ſends forth the loudeſt cryes, and which ſecks 
to exprels it ſelf by Poiſons and Precipices : That it is Modeſty and 
Fidelity which make chaſt Matrons, and not Hairs pulld up by the 
- root, and torn Cheeks; That a ſober and laſting Mourning is more 
decent and exemplar, then an unequal afiliction which tears it ſelf 
to day and paints it {elf to morrow, which 1s furious on the day 
of a Husbands Buriall , and will endure no Diſcourſe but of 
Poiſon and Ropes , and two Dayes after will have their Haire 
curled, their faces painted and {potted. Andſthat a Heathen woman 
having in one Monument placed all the wealth of a whole Kingdom, 
to raiſe unto the Name of her Husband an imaginary and fantaſtical 
Eternity. It isa very great ſhame that Chriſtian women ſhould not 
diſtribute even for the {alvation of their Husbands, and the Comfort of 
their own Souls theRemainder of what they ſpend upon Play, Vanity, 
' and Exceſs. And becauſe rhis Truth is important and of great uſe, I 
conceived, that it would be very beneficial to give it a more ſolid foun- 
dation; and to makea Diſcourle of it apart; where it ſhall have all 
the proots andall the light whereof it is capable. 


——— _— 


MORAL QUESTION. 


In what manner a Gallant Woman ſhould mourn, and what 


ought to be the duties of ber W idowhood. 


Hoſe Women are very ill inſtructed in the Morality of their Sex, 

who reduce into Shagrin and fadnefſe all the Duties and Vertues 

of a prudent Widow. A ſerious and conſtant Love doth not 
wholly pour it ſelf forth into tears; Andall the decency of exemplar 
Fidelity conſiſts not in a black cyprels Veil or Gown: It is not exprel- 
ied by ſhadowed lights, and weeping Tapers; And it is not diſcovered 
by ſtudied looks, and by fourty hours of artificiall darkneſs. Philoſo- 
phy, I fay even Chriſtian philoſophy, forbidsnot tears in like occaſi- 
ons; It 1s1mpoſlible that blood ſhould not flow from hearts which are 
divided, and from ſouls which arc {evered by force. And ſince man, as 
the Scripture tells us, 1s the head of the woman, the wonder would be 
_noleſle, if a Wite ſhould loſe her Husband without weeping, then if 
a body ſhould not bleed when the head is cut off:. But ſhe ought not 


lo to perſwade her ſelf that her wound muſt run everlaſtingly ; And 
that 


The (Gallery of Heroick Women; 97 
that it concerns her honour to have alwayes tears in her eyes, and com- 
plainrs in her mouth. Sadneſs, Mourning, Solitude, relate indeed to 
her duty, but make not the moſt important, and indiſpenſable part 
thereof: And yet by a publique Errour, which time and cuſtome haye 
authorized, this lefſe important part is ſuperſtitiouſly obſerved. Wo- 
men are not content with a regular and diſcreet ſadneſs, they put on 
an extravagant and;fantaſticall kind of ſorrow; And Opinion begin- 
ning where Nature ends, they figh for faſhions ſake, and weep artifi- 
cially,after the true mourning hath conſumed the reall ſighes, and when 
tears in good earneſt are exhauſted. 

A Prudent and Couragious Widow will give no way to fancy, or 
opinion, and will ſubmit all that ſhe can reaſonably and with decency, 


to lawfull Cuſtomes, and to inſtructed and cultivated Nature. Butha- 


ving once ſatisfied theſe duties of tenderneſſe which proceed more from 
the ſuperficies then the bottome of the heart, ſhe will reſerve her ſelf 
for more ſolid and ſerious duties of greater force and uſe, wherein her 
affection and fidelity may a&t more profitably, and be produced with 
more honour and reputation. The weak widows who raiſe up a hea- 
vie and flothfull ſadneſs to a degree of Vertue; and the wilfull who glo- 
ryinan incurable grief, will oppoſe to theſe duties the example of the 
widow Palme, I mean of that Palme from which the Male is taken 
away : She isnever cured, as they ſay, of her drineſs, which is her affli- 
ction ; and what care ſoever 1s taken to reeſtabliſhher,ſhe dies at length 
languiſhing, and of I know not what ſecret diſeaſe, which reſembles our 
Melancholy. | 

However it fares with the widowhood of the Palme, which is but a 
Metaphoricall and figurative widowhood, as her love 1s but ſymbolt- 
call and allegoricall: IF it be lawfull to make compariſons, and ren- 
der figure for figure, I will lay that a prudent widow ought to leave 
unto weak ſouls examples of weakneſs, which reſides in the lowelt ſtory 
of ſouls; andto ſeek out in the Region of light and pure ſpirits, patterns 
of a generous mourning, and of an active and well governed affliction : 
She will performe during a widowhood of many yeers, what the Moon 


doth during a widowhood of few hours: An obſcurity 1s ſeen upon 


the face of the Eclipled Moon; And this obſcurity is, to ſpeak proper- 


ly, but the ſadneſs and mourning of her widowhood, occaſioned by the 


interpoſition of the Earth between her and the Sunne. But this ſad- 


neſs which deprives her of colour, takes not away her force. Ir makes 
her not deſcend from her Elevation, nor diverts her conrlſe : Though 
ſhe appears black to us, yet ſhe forbearsnot to keep her Station, and to 


move regularly and in order: And her mourning doth not hinder her _ 
from following the conduct of her Intelligence. The affliction of the 


ſage Widow ought tobe juſtand regular, like that of the Moon. Her 
mourning ought not to deject her _ nor diſcompolc her carriage: 
It ought notto obſcure the light of her ſou], nor retard the activity ſhe 
 oweseither her Houle, or the Republique, to which ſhe 1s after thedeath 

of her Husband, what the Moon is to the Worldin the abſence of the 


N. Sung, 
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Sunne. Her affliction 1s not exempted from theſe duties, and her Sex 
gives her no diſpenſation for them. The Widow and afflicted Turtle 
doth notabandon the care of her neaft, and the feeding of her little 
ones. And the Mother Eagle when the Male is taken from her doth 
not forbear to prey and make warre upon Serpents. Thereare exam- 
plesenough of this Active and Couragious Widowhood, of this reaſo- 
nable and well ordered forrow,of this diſcreet and magnanimons mour- 
ning. This which I am goingabout to propole, is Iluſtrious and full 
of Reputation: and the ſight of it ought to beſo much the more de- 
hghtfull, in reſpe& a Copy of it is now drawn, which poſterity will 
eltcemno lefle then its Original. 


EXAMPLE. 
Blanch of Caſtile, Queen Regent of France, 


Pain boaſts to have produced Artemiſias as well as antient Lidea; 

And ſhe boaſts not of them without reaſon. The chiefeſt point is, 

that ſhe hath produced them as Quarries of ſtone produce fair 
Statues. Their matter was indeed of Spain, but the lineaments and beau- 
ty of their Figure they owe to France. Blanch the Mother of St. Lewis 
was one of theſe Artemiſia s born in Spain, and formed in France. Her 
Race was one of the moſt Illuſtriousand Remarkable in that Countrey. 
The Mines of Gold,and the Veins which bear the moſt Precious ſtones, 
- were not fo rich nor famous. And we may ſay that her Heroick life, and 
great ations were to the greatneſs of herbirth, what a rare Figure is to 
rarc Matter. 
' She was the moſt reſpe&edand renowned of four Crowned Widows, 
who in their time were the honour of their Condition, Sex, and Age. 
The firſt was Margarite of France, ſiſter to Philip the Auguſt, who had 
the Courage to undertakea Warre againſt Infidels, and to go ſeek out 
in the Holy-Land, honourable and renowned Dangers and Crowns, 
Bleſſed by God and Men. No leile Courage was requiſite for Queen 
Blanch, to conſent to the Expedition of her Son Lewzs againſt zhe Turk, 
and his enterprizes beyond the Seas, then was neceſlary for Margarite to 
begin a holy Warre, and to ingage her ſelf by an expreſſe Vow, in dan- 
gers of the Sea and Warre. And whatloeyer the moſt Malignant inter- 
preters of the beſt actions may ay of it, who avouch in deſpite of Hi- 
ſtory, that Blanch perſwaded St. Lewis to take a Journey into Syria, that 
ſhe might Reigne a ſecond time, by a ſecond Regency. It is certain that 
this Croſiad, or holy Warre, was the heavieſt crois of her life, the pu- 
niſhment of her heart, and he torment of her ſoul ; the death of her 
pleaſuresand joys: And the Couragious Queen fince the very moment 
her Son left her, did nothing but ſuffer in minde, and fight in imaginati- 


on. Nothing but dangers, and objects of fear were preſented before 
her 


[7 
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her Eyes ; And in the Louner it ſelf ſhe was continually toſſed by 
Tempeſts, and thought her ſelf in danger of ſuttering ſhipwrack with 
her Son ; every day ſhe was a Priſoner, and ſick with him, and every 
night ſhe died by the Hand of ſome Arſacide or Sarazin whom her ap- 
prehenſ1ons and dreams repreſented to her: The 1ccond illuſtrious 
Widow of her time, was Hedwiga Dutchels of Silecia. The Church, to 
which appertains the Crowning of Vertues, rendred Honour to her 
long and difficult Repole, to her paintul and laborious Solitude: And 
judged her worthy to be Canonized, after a Widowhood of thirty 
years ſpent in a Monaſtery. The Vertue of Blanch had need of no 
lefſe Conſtancie at Court. Her Widowhood was no letle laborious, 
her Devotion no leile feryent, nor leſs excrciled or profitable in that 
place, and ſhe required no Ieſſe Courage againſt the pleaſures of the 
Palaceand the Pride of Authority,then wasnecefſary for Hedviga amid(t 
the Auſtcrities and Humiliations of a Religious Lite. Elizabeth of Hun- 
gary was the third Widow, who honoured this Age, lo fruitful in So- 
veraign Examples, and Crowned Vertues. Her Charity and Works of 
Mercie retain ſtill a good odour in the Church, and edifice the faith- 
ful. It is reported that the Emperor F rederick the ſecond, who was 
preſent at the opening of her Tomb, made an ottcring to her of three 
Crowns of Gold : And by this Ceremonic crowned 1n one ſingle Per- 
ſon, aholy Virgin, a holy Wite, and a holy Widow. The Charity of 
Queen Blanch was practiſed i ina higher doen then that of El;zabeth. 
Her works of Mercic were more nniverſal, more neceſſary, of greater 
uſe and better Example. The poor were not only cntertained and the 
ſick comforted by her good deeds; but Nations were conſerved there- 
by, and Provinces ſetledin Peace, Wars extinguiſhed, Troubles paci- 
fied, good Lawscſtabliſhed, publick abuſes reformed, Herefies either 
humbled or aboliſhed, and a whole kingdom preſerved in peace, and 
quietly governed, and with. Juſtice. Thele Royal Charities and Mer- 
cies of State, are of a quite other Rank: then the particular ones which 
are practiſed I in Hoſpitals. And the Crown of a Holy Queen which 
Blanch hath merited thereby, may equal thoſe of a rely Wite, of a 
holy Widow, and of a holy Nun, which ſhe purchaſed by her other 
Vertucs. 

But1lookupon her here asa Widow: and without doing injury to 
the memory of three others, who were not ſet forth with ſo much ad- 
vantage, and who letr leſle light behinde them , We may well place 
her upon the Stage, and propole her for the pattern of a modeſt and 
conſtant, active and victorious Widow. Her heart by the Death of the 
King her Husband ſuffered all that a Heart violently torn from another, 
and divided betweenGriet and Love, conld endure. But Reaſon and 
Piety prevailedoyer Grief and Love; andſo well joyned the picces of 
this Heart, that a ſcarre onely remained without weakneſle or unde- 
cencie. 

_ After this Grodn and domeſtick Combat fought again two predo- 

3 - minant 
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minant paſſions, and authorized by Nature ; ſhe began by the Cares 
and Durics of a Mother, which was to her more intimate, and of a 
longer ſtanding then a Regent : and applyed her firſt thoughts to the 
education of her Son. Having a defigne to make hima Holy, Wiſe, and 
Victorious King, ſhe placed about him able Religious men, and of good 
Lite, who ſeaſoned in him the firft principles of Piety ; Men of buſj- 
neficand experience who read him Ietlons of State-attarrs, and taught 
him Policic ſutable to the time and practiſe ; Captains and Knights of 
Reputation, who inſtructed him in the Scicyce of War, and rendred 
him one of the moſt Gallant men at Arms in the whole Kingdom. 
Paſſing from thence to the FunCtions of her Regencie, ſhe began with 
ſetling Religion, which ought to be the principle Pillar of a State. 
Arid becauſe ſhe was not 1gnorant that the leaft Divifions in this Pillar 
might procure the general deſtruction of the whole building ; and 
that Conlpiracies and Revoltsare the ordinary Attendants of Schiſms 
and Hereſics, ſhe vigorouſly endeavoured the reduction of the Albi- 
genſes. Her pains therein-found ſo happy ſucceſs, as the diffipated the 
| Remnants of this unhappy Set : And Raymond Earl of Tholouſe torced 

by her Arms, ſubmitted to the Authority of the Church ; expiated the 
Apoſtacic of his Houlc, and the Rebellion of his Progenitors ; made 
publick ſatisfaction, and in his ſhirt, to that Religion which he had ſo 
often violated. . | : 

Theſc happy ſucceſſes of a moſt happy Regency did not hinder the 
Commotions of ſome diſguſted Princes from ſhaking the veſſel, and 
indangering it in the midſt of a Calm. They did not hate the Princeſs 
who goycrned ; ſhe was too amiable, and ruled with too much Pru- 
dence and Grace : But it vexed them to ſee the Stern 1n her hands ; 
and they were willing to take 1t from her, with a purpole to break it, 
and to divide it amongſt themiclves. Noiſe and Tumult did not aſtoniſh 
the Regent nor put her in diſorder: ſhe dexterouſly managed the moſt 
tractable, and brought them back by little and little to their duty ; the 
ſhewed her Sword litted up to the moſt perverſe and untractable per- 
ions. And by her Prudence, no lefſe then by her Courage, their raiſed 
Troops, and plotted Enterpriles were reduced to Deputics, and a Con- 
fcrence, Force having proved ſo unſucceſsful to them, they relolved to 
practiſe Treaſon, and undertook to carry away the King as he was 
going to the appointed Aflembly at Vandoxre. But it is a dangerous thing 
. to undertake to {tcal awaya young Eagle from under the Wings of his 

Mother, and to carry away by force a young Whelp from a Lioneſlc. 
Blanch being advertiſed of their Conſpiracie ſaved the King in the 
Caſtle of Moynt-le-Hery : and from thence brought him back to Paris 
with a ſtrong Convoy, andeven the ſight of the Conſpirators, to whom 
there remained only ſhame and delpite, which arc the firſt puniſhments 
of diſcovered Treafſons. ; 

After theſe appeaſed Troubles the Duke of Brittany on the one ſide, 


and the Earl of Champainon the other, raiſed with new Charges a new 
party. 
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party. Blanch went out the firſt in the moſt rigid ſeaſon of the Year. 
The heat of her Courage was ſo great in this War, and her March fo 
ſpeedy and vigorous, that not being to be ſtayed cither by Ice 
which ſtopped the moſt rapid Rivers, nor by the Heavens which poured 
down Snow, ſhe returned in few Moneths victorious over Winter, Na» 
ture,and Rebellion. The Earl of Champain was defcated with leſs Noile, 
and with gentter Arms. The King being already ſet forth to chaſtiſe 
him, theRegent got before him, and went to try whether perſwaſi- 
ons might prevail without Force. But he yielded neither to per{waſi- 
ons nor Force. They were the Graces which vanquiſhed him; The 
face of Blanch left nothing to be aCted by Reaſon or Arms; It gained 
the Victory without Combat; It concluded the Treaty without con- 
teſtation or Articles; And the Earl who was come forth a Rebel to 
the Son, returned back a Slaye to the Mother, and a ſworn Seryant to 
them both. 

All the whole Regency of Blanch was thus powerful. And in the 
Field as well as in the Cloſet, in Military no leſſe then Civil Enter- 
prizes, ſhe ſhewed that her Heart and Head were equally capable of 
the two parts of Regality : That her Hands were as fit for the Scepter 
asfor the Sword and that ſhe knew how to govern as efficaciouſly, as 
handſomly to overcome. This 1o lively and beneficial light did not 
eſcape the being aſſaulted with very foul flanders, which fell upon that 
which ought to be moſt reſpeGed and invielable in a Woman. But the 
vapours which ariſe from the Earth do not darken the Sun, nor hinder 
it from doing good to the World ; and thele Obloquies took not away 
one ſingle Ray from the Vertue of Blanch, nor hindred her from ſhining 
and finiſhing her Courle peaceably and with Honour. In fine, to equal 
alſoin auſterity and ſubmiſſion, ſuch as ſhe had excelled by ation and 
in the Government of affairs, ſhe imbraced like them the profeſſion of 
a regular life. Thereby ſhe acquired out of the World the Regality of 
the poor and humble, the Soveraignty of Spirit and interiour Union. 
She finiſhed what was wanting to a Queen by adding to that Dignity 
the Title of Religious. And the Veil which ſhe took was to her aſecond 
Crown, which gave a ſecond Luſtre and feta new value upon the firſt. 
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—_ O 'S| have heard of the Rout of M;- 
All !hridates, and of the laſt part his 
| treacherous Fortune plaid him. This 
extravagant, after many phantaſtical 
prancks, and dayly diſorders at laſt 
entertained new Loves, leaving him, 
| to bequeath her ſelf to the Romans. 
2 She carryed away ather going off, all 
the fayours ſhe had given him : ſhe 
reſumed all her Crowns and Scepters : And of ſo many Marks 
of Love, of ſo many ſtately Pledges, and glorious Enſignes, 
ſhe left him onely an impoiſoned Ring, to the end his Deſpair 
mizhe poſleſle atleaſt ſomething that was rich, and that a D1a- 
mond might procure him a more honourable and glorious 
Death, then a halter could do. pw 
This pernicious Example ſpread it ſelf thorowout all eAþa; 
and the Infidelity of Fortune was followed with the Revolc 
of the People. But that which will move Pittieeven in Trea- 
cherous Afia, and would do the like in Fortune if ſhe had any 
ſenſible part; that which will be lamented by deſerting and 
Rebellious People, is that Mubridater as jealous of his VVife, 
as deſpairing of his Afﬀeairs, reſolved to depart out of the 
VVorld, to remain no longer in the powerof Fortune ; ard 
to take a Courſe that his VVite might firſt go out of it, not to 
{cave her behinde in the Hands of his Enemies. This Barba- 
rous Reſolution. accompanied with a far more Barbarous 
Command hapned to be brought to the Queen, by an —_— 
0 
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of her Chamber. The Meſlage was delivered ſolemly and 
with Ceremonie, with mournfullooks, and a Pomp whichre- 
ſembled ſome great Funeral. AJonima on the contrary received 
it with her Feaſtival Countenance, and a Face full of Joy. 
She likewiſe adorned herſelf, and put on all her Jewels toper- 
form it with the greateſt ſhew and Luſtre, As1f ſhe had taken 
this Meſſage for a Defiance of Fortune and Mihridates, ſhe 
reſolved to brave them both, and inform the VV orld , that ſhe 
had rather be with Death, then alive with Jealous Mithridates, 
or deceitful Fortune | 

Being informed that her Husband carried in an eaſie and 
woundleſſe Death an impoiſoned Ring ;, ſhe beltevedthat her 
Diadem might well be as compalsionate to her, and render 
her the like office. And that after the having deprived her of 
Liberty it might deprive her alſo of Life. Butthe Diadem as 
you ſec 1s broken 1n her hands : You will peradventure be- 
lieve that Majeſtic oppoſeth it ſelf chereunto, and that it con- 
cerned his Honour not to ſuffer an Enſigne of Dignity, and a 
Sacred, and Regal Ornament to become an Inſtrument of 
Deſpair, and a Fatal Core. You will perchance believe that 
the Graces are come to the Aidof an Innocent and ill treated 
Grace, and have hindred the Pearls which arc particularly de- 
dicatedto them from being prophaned by her Death, who is 
the Glory of their Sex, and the Pearl of e4fia. Others will 
believe, and peradventure with more probability, that the Di- 
adem had much of the malice and Spirit of Fortune which 
wroughtit; And thatit being made to deprive Monima of Li- 
berty, it ought rather to break then to beſtow it on her. How- 
eyerit were, the VV iſe and Couragioys Queen looks upon the 
[pieces of itwith a Countenance where there 15 lefſe of Deſpair 
then Contempt, and more of a Philoſopher then a VVoman. 
This haughty and becoming Action, mixed with fierceneſle 
and modeſty, hath ſomething I know not what which explains 
it ſelf more .efficacioufly then Clamours and Reproaches : 
Andafurious VV oman, who ſhouldexclaim with openmouth 
- againſt Fortune, could not do her more Deſpite, nor ſo highly 
reproachher[mpotencic. 


Surely 
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Sufely alſo the VVoman that you ſee is not a painted [dol, 


a dainty and voluptuous Barbarian, an Ajian fit onely for 
the Bed and Table. She is a Couragious and knowing 
Beauty, a ſevere and Stoical Beauty ; A Beauty which lead 
Philoſophie into a Seragliio ; which reformed the Riot and 
Delights of a debauched Court, which preſerved amongſt 
the VVomen and Eunuchs of Aſa, the Conſtancie and 
Auſteritie of the Sages of Greece : Notwithſtanding all 
this, ſhe 1s commanded to die : In vain do the Vertues and 
Graces intercede for her ; In vain do they appeal from 
her Husbands barbarous VVill ; They will not procure it to 
be cancelled whatſoever they alledg to the contrary : And you 
ſce already the poor Queen laid on her Bed, and ready to re- 
cetve the {troke which was to execute 1t. 

' But conſider here on the one ſide the trouble of a brutiſh 
and diſcompoſed Soul : And on the other ſide the calme and 
ſcrenity of a wile and well inſtructed Spirit, The Eunuchis 
affrighted with the cruel Obedience which heis going toren- 
derunto his Maſter. Of his two hands the guilty one which 
was to give this unhappy Blow, proves weak and feeble, ſcarce 
able to bear up the Sword. The other, more innocent is lifted 
up as 1t 1t ek upon 1ts Guard either againſt ſome Fantome 
which threatned it, or agataſt the Lightning which iſſues 
forth of Aonimas Eyes, and which fills the Chamber with 
a ſudden and new Light. Itwould be hard to judge whether 
it be out of Fear or Reſpect, that he turns away his Head ; 
whether he be affrighted with the Jealouſie of his Maſter, 
or dazled with the Majeſtie of his Miſtreſle ; whether he 
apprehends the being unfaithfull ro the one, or impious 
and Sacrilegious' to the other. Monima nevertheleſs con- 
firms him, and preſents to him her naked T hroar,” To be- 
hold the Serenitie of her Countenance, -and the ſweetneſle 
of her Eyes, you would take her fora Captive, who flatters 
her Deliverer, and intreats him ſpeedily to break her Chains. 
Hence it. appeares who would be moſt 'terrified with the. 
Prick of a, Thorn, and who would be leſle bold in gather-: 
mg a Rok,  3-;- Ton mnt 1 Son: JV 
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| You are aſtoniſhed to ſee ſo much reſolution joyned with 
ſo many Graces, and ſo much Conſtancie in a Countrey of 
Riot, and in an A/an Court. Surely alſo the Graces are ſel- 
dom accompanied with Reſolution. Conſtancie is not the 
Companion of Riot : And the Vertue of Adonima is not 
borne upon this Stately and Sumptuous Bed where you be- 
hold her. The Jewels which load as much as they adorn her, 
neither ſetled her Minde, nor fortified her Courage. Philo- 
ſophie hath educated and trained her up with her own Hands ; 
and good Books have formed her, They have been her In- 
ſtructors in her Fathers Houſe : They are her Councellors 
and Confidents at Court : She hath given them all the 
Hours which others beſtowe on their Looking Glaſſes and 
Flatterers: She hath drawn from them that'Conſtancie and 
Vigour of Spirit, which you behold in her; And even at 
preſent ſhe cauſed them to aſſemble upon this Table, to be 
ſupported by them in this Combat ; and to overcome 
Fortune and Death by their Aſsiſtance and in their Sighr. 
But what Diſpoſition ſoever ſhe had to die Couragiouſly 
and like a Conquerefle ; her Deſpairing VVomen cry out 
againſt her Courage, and oppoſe her Victory. The boldeſt 
amongſt them put back the Eunuch with her Hand and 
Voice : She gives him injurious Language, and yet tenders 
fupplications to him. Anger and Pittie ſpeak both at one by 
her Mouth ; and you would fay, that cither willingly or by 
force the will obtain from himthe Death he prepares for her 
Miſtreſſe. "The reſt melt into Tears, and tear their Hair ; 
as if of their torne Hair Ropes were to be made to tye the 
Hands of Death : And as if by their Tears ſhed in ſtreams 
they were able toRanſome their Miſtrefle , They would l:ke. 
wile Redeem her with their Blood, if Death would be paid 
with the Exchange : Andif they could either deceive or ſatis- 
fic the Jealouſie of Afithridates. + 
They alone were notatfii&ted atthe deplorable end of their 
Fair and VViſe Miſtreſſe, The Vertues and Graces which 
alwayes attended her, are yet more afflicted at it then they. 
VVe might behold from hence theſe Fairafflicted YVomen, 


and 
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and become Spectators of the Modeſtie of their Sadneſſe, and 
the Comlineſle of their Tears, if our Eyes were purer, and 
more accuſtomed to Spiritual Viſions. Fortune her ſelf, who 
hath compoſed all this Tragick Scene, cannot lookupon her 
without ſome kinde of Regret; and I do not doubt but 
ſhe would make another Cataſtrophe, and concludeit by a 


more happy iflue , if ſhe could make a Reconciliation with 
Vertue, and be cured of the Jealouſic which he hath of her. 


 SONNET. 


|; here dyes ; her Fealous King requires 
Her preſence with bim in Hels dark Retires : 
Love tears his wings, enrag'd at that Decree, 


eAnd Nature curſes ſuch Barbaritie. 


By her fland fighing the Diſchevel d Graces, 
eAfrightment pales ber waiting Damſels Faces: 
Fortune her own revolt can hardly brook, 
She croſſes and admires ber with one look. 


Behold the noble Pride that doth poſſeſs 

T bis Gallant Heart, a (;onquerour nolefS = 

Of charming Objeds, then of ills that have 
T he moſt of Terrour, and doth Fate out-brave. 


T he Diadem which Fortune had degra | 
I herewith tenflave this Heart, which nought can binde, 
Is, by it, turn d into a Cord, to free - | | 


I: ſelf from Fortunes loath'd Captivity. 


+ --- cs 


» 
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ELOGIE OF MON TIMA. 


1JONIMA ina private condition was born a Princefſe ; 
and before her bad Fortune had placed a Diademe 
on her Head, ſhe was crowned by Nature. The title 
{ and power of her Regality were ſeated-in her Mind, 
| and on her Face. Butit was a Regality without fears 
and jealouſies, A Regality free from conſpiracies 
and revolts. Though unarmed and tender by her 
Sex and Complexion ; ſhe was yet more immoveable then the walls of 
Mileta befieged by Mithridates, more Couragious then his Troups 
which belcagueredit : And after the Fortune of her Countrey was 0- 
vercome, ſhe vanquiſhed the Victorious. Mileta was taken by force ; 
Monima could not beſo, either by force or compoſition ; And amidſt 
the ruines of a pillaged City, ſhe remained alone ungarded, and yet 
impregnable. Mithridates, who could not think himſelf Victorious, if 
he did not poſleſs her, cauſed her to be aflaulted by fifteen thouſand 
Crowns : The like Battery would have defeated four Legions, and 
made a breach into three of the ſtrongeſt Cittadels in Aſia: Monima 
was not ſo much as ſhaken by them; This generous obſtinacie com- 
pleated the conqueſt over the Affaulter, and perlwaded him, that his 
Crown wasnot too large for {o great a heart, nor too reſplendant for 
ſo beautifull a Head. He gives over unlawtull purſuits, and fought Mo- 
aimainthe way of Marriage, ſhe conſented thereunto through the am- 
bition of her Kindred ; And rather to repair the ruines of her Coun- 
trey, then to aſcend to his Throne. She likewiſe found there nothing 
but guilded Nails,and pertumed chains, which proved to her a glorious 
puniſhment, and a magnificent Bondage. 

Some time after, Mithridates oyercome by the Romans, and reſolved 
for death, cauſed hislaſt will to be carried to her, by which he ordai- 
ned her togo and wait for himin theother World, with aſſurance that 
he would preſently follow her. This generous Woman accepted this 
barbarous Teſtament, with leſſe Emotion then ſhe had conſented to 
the contract of her Marriage. And without going farther to ſeek 
means to execute 1t, that ſhe might brave Fortune, who had changed 
her Palace into a Priſon, and her Throne into a Wheel, ſhe reſolved to 
make a cord for her ſelf of her own Diadem. That Regall Ornament 
which was made to torment the minde, and not to kill the body, being 
broken between her hands,ſhe tendred her throat to the Eunuchs ſword 
who brought her this news: And her ſoul went forth Vicorious over 
Fortune, Death, and Mzthridates himſelf, who had done her more mil- 


chief then either Death, or Fortune. 


MORAL 
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MORAL REFLECTION. 


Earn of this Woman to diſcern evils under the painting, and tho- 
row the masks wherewith they are diſguiſed. Take heed of wiſh- 
ing to your ſelt high and ſplendid Miſeries: Beware of running af- 
ter celebriousand remarkable puniſhments. We are not ſcorched but by 
that which gliſters : We fall onely from high places: And Fortune 
raiſes onely thoſe upon the Stage whom ſhe hath a minde to torment : 
You eſtcem any life weariſome in a private condition, and all daycs 
ſeem rainy to you, andall hours clowdy ian obſcure and ignoblc Fa- 
mily. Monima would have rather deſired to wax old amongſt the Lilies 
and Roſes in her Fathers little Garden, then te expoſe her ſelf to.a 
thouſand thorns, and perchance to as many blemiſhes in the Palace of 
Mithridates. This Palace was to her a gallant Priſon, and her Sove- 
raignty a ſpecious Yoak. She was inchaind with her own Diadem, 
and tormenteduponher Throne: And the matter of her glory was the 
matter of herſervitude, and the inſtrument of her puniſhment. Her 
bloud retains {till a voice and ſpirit in this Picture; And if you hearken 
to her Ghoſt, it will tell you, that your Liberty though obſcure and in- 
commodious, 15 of more yalue then the luſtre and riches of her Chain ; 
that it would be better for you to be your own Milſtrels in a Cottage, 
then to be a ſlave under a Cloth of State: And thata Turtle is more 
"happy in the Deſert, thenan Eaglein a guilded Cage. 

Learn then from the unfortunate Dignity of Moxima, that the hap- 
pinels of Women conlfiſts not in thole remarkable Pieces, and ſpecious 
Colours, whereof Fortune compoleth great Ladies. It is madeup of 
the tranquillity of the Minde; Of the ſatisfaftion of the Heart, and the 
repolc of Conſcience: And the priviledge of fitting in prefence of a 
Queen, contributes nothing to the tranquillity of the Minde ; Nor pla- 
ceth the ſoul ina better ſeat. Crowned Coats of Arms , and the Title 
of a Palace written in galden Letters upon the gate of a Houle, are not 
Defences againſt Adverlity, Diſcords, and the exterminating Angels. 
Canopies of State, and Baliſters are not reſpected by {pight and jcalou- 
fie, nor by unquiet Nights, and perplexing Dreams. There is nothing 
that prohibits evil paſſions, and detractions, to follow Coaches which 
have right to enter the Louyre: And commonly the thornes of the 
Heart ſpring from the Jewels on the Head ; The wounds and ulcers of 
the Conſcience proceed from the trickings and ornaments of the face. 
In fine, if the Vertuesand Graces be for you, do not envie others their 

ood Fortune : And remember, that flowers are more fair and continuc 
longer freſhin Valleys then on Mountains. There is another Confide- 
ration to be had upon this Hiſtory, and becaulc it 1s curious and pra- 
&icall, The enſyving Queſtion will teach us the ſpeculation and uſc 
thereof. 


MORAL 
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MORAL QUESTION. 


Whether it appertains to the dutie of a gallant Woman, to 
expoſe ber Life to ſatufie the minde of 4 
Fealous Huband. 


T would be very Inhumane to go about to lay more weight upon the 
yoak of married Women. It licth heavy enough already upon 

their necks and hearts: Andif the moſt Couragious amongſt them 
had not their comforts, they would ſcarce be able to bear it one hour. 
It is enough that they have been condemned to obedienceand ſubic- 
cion, without being {till ſubje& to Jealouſic : And that an imaginary 
and barbarous duty, which nature avows not, and which is neither ac. 
cording to theuniverſall, nor written Law, ſhould oblige them to fa- 
crifice themſelves, as often as it ſhall pleaſe this fantaſticall fury. 
Truly not to ſpeak of other burthens; The condition of Mothers 
would be harder and more deplorable then was heretofore the con- 
dition of Children, who were 1mmolated to fiery and ſanguinary Idols. 
And if they owe[their bloud and life to the cure of their jealous Hul- 
bands, there is ſcarce any ſo happily married, or ſo diſcreet, that three 
or four times a week, ought not to prepare her ſelf, either for a knife, 
rope, poiſon, or precipice. 


Extream and expenſive Remedies are not for daily Maladies ; and 


there is no Malady ſo popular and common to weak Spirits as ſcalouſie: 
nor is there any infirmity which doth ſo eaſily, andat random ſeiz up- 
on unſetled brains. There needs but a piece of Ribbon, or a Noſegay, 
but a word, which fignifieth Nothing, but a ſigh vented by chance to 
make a man jealous: And being onceſo made, he hath viſions and ra- 
ving fits, which exceed, the whimſies of frantick people. His minde 
and thoughts will quarrell with all the Figures ina piece of Tapiſtry, 
and will take thei for Rivals, that debauch the eyes of his Wife, and 
court her in filence. If the preſents her felt. before her looking-glaſle, 
he will accuſe her very Image of bringing herſome meflage of aſſigna- 
tion: And in caſe ſhe commend but an ancient marble Statue, or look 
but fixedly on a Picture, it will hinder his{leep. He will even miſtruſt 
the prayer Books he ſhall ſee in her hands;. And when ſhe ſhall ſay her 
Hours, he will belceve that {he reads Loye-letters: There will be no 
Domeſtique upon whom he will not ground fome ſuſpition: And 
the moſt faithtull, will in hts conceit, be taken either for diſguiſed 
Gallants, or confidents maintained at his expence. | 

Would it be juſt to oblige Women to the Warranty of all theſe ex- 
travagancies ? And would 1t not;be extreamly cruell, to demand their 
bloud, to make a Remedy for ſo fantaſticall a Diſeaſe ? There is then 
no written Law, nor any Tradition which ordains them to die for their 
jealous Husbands: But cxcepting life and conſcience, they can have 


nothing 
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nothing ſo intimate to theit Souls, nothing fo fixed fo their Heatts, 
which they ought not to tear from both; be it to prevent Jealouſie 
which might grow; or to cure that which may bealreadygrown. 

This they owe firſt to their Conſcience; and to the Evangelical 
Precept, which ordains them to cut off their Hands and Feet, if they 
be feet of Offence, and handsof Scandal. I ſay not that they ſhould 
cut them off with Saw or Rafor: but by an unbloody and moral in- 
_ cifion, whereby, without tearing one ſingle Nail, without taking 
from them one Hair, they deprive them of all the fun&ions, which 
may occafiona fall. It imports not that theſe furitions be innocent of 
their own Nature ; and that befides there be no evil intervening in- 
tention to ſpoilthem. Perfumes are excellent things ; yet Women to 
whom Perfumes are offenſive, would not excufe their Husbands indi- 
ſcretion, ſhould they take pleaſure ro torment them with Eſſences 
and Spanith Gloves. Let them ufe as much Juſtice in the Subje& now 
in queſtion; and let them not concetye themſelves innocent before 
God, when they obſtinately perſiſt in torturing their Husbands with 
Converlations and Cuſtoms, which though tadifferent and without bad 
defigne, ceale not to beget ſtrange convulſions of Minde ; and to cauſe 
ſometimestheir Brains even to turn im their Heads. 

Secondly it concerns the purity of theit Reputation; that they gene- 
rouſly rid themſelves of all thehabits, which make way for ſufpitions, 
and may leave any ſhadow of Jealouſie. It is a ftrange Domeſtick ; It 
15 impoſlible that it ſhould remain long ina Houſe without cauſing a 
great noiſe and fume. Now this noiſe bears a part in all Tatlings and 
detractions - And the ſame fume which makes the Husbands Head turn 
round, and fills his mouth with bitterneſle, ſtains alſo the reputation 
of the Wite. If ſhe be not eſteemed unfaithful, ſhe will at leaſt be ac- 
counted diſobedient : And though of theſe two blemiſhes the ſecond 
be lefſe ſordid, and ſayoureth not fo ill as the firſt ; yet it is ſtill a ble- 
miſh which ſullies; and when Reputation comes to be once ſallied 
on the one fide, no great ſcrupleis made to ſtarnit on the other. 

But thongh Women had no Conſcience nor Reputation to preferve 3 
yet the very intereft of their quiet ſhould be alone pron enough to 
withdraw them from Goſlipping. Certainly thoſe ſmall delights where- 
with they amuſe themſelves, coſt them ſtrange anguiſhes of Minde ; 
andarefollowed with very tart reproaches. They bring not a Flower 
from any ſufpe&ed Walking-place which becomes not at home a Thorn 
in their Heart and Head, and very often tormenting Devils approach 
themin Angelical ſhapes; They finde a Domeſtick Helf under an im- 
broidered Heaven. This implies not that Jealouſic doth every where 
perpetrate murders; and rhat it alwayes imployes poifon, Sword, and 
halrer;yet is there no place whereit doth not bite and feratch.It is never 
without-Teeth and Nails; andits Feeth, which canſe nothing bat pain, 
are more to be feared then Ropes and Swords, which' might give Re- 
poſe in taking away Life, 

A Gallant 
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A Gallant Woman will not inſiſt upon theſe three Reaſons where 
Intereſt is more prevalent then Honour: She will paſſe to the fourth, 
where Glory is moſt pure and Vertue 1s diſintereſted. What others 
will do through terrour of Conſcience, or to preſerve their quiet and 
good repute: ſhewill do the ſame upon the ſole account of her Hus- 
bands affe&tion, and out of a Complacencie purely conjugal. There 
1s yet more ; and this is the Jaſt degree," to which without doubr: 
Women will-never aſcend in Troops. Her Love being Heroick, and' 
her Complacencie vigorous and Couragious : not only to curcher ap- 

rehenfive Husband, and to remove all the Thorns from his Heart; and 
all cares out of his Head ; She will rid her.felf of objze&s, even of the 
ſhadow of objets which might nouriſh theſe Cares and Thorns. 'She 
will even deſtroy her own Beauty, if he do but ſuſpe&-it : ſhe wilÞex- 
tinguiſh her Graces, if he miſtruſt them of holding any intelligence 
with a Forreign Loye: ſhe will dye- couragiouſly, provided ſhe: may 
dic innocent, and without ſtaining his hands with her Blood. Ar 

Although I have ſaid that Women will not aſcend in Troops to this 
high degree: yet ſome there are,who have arrived to this Pitch, and gone 
thither more innocently and couragiouſly, then Monima, ſhe wliom I 
ſhall immediately produce will finde few equals. She cannot be placed in 
too great a light, nor upon too faira Stage. She cannot have too noble 
Spectators : and Hiſtory will never give her ſo many applauſes and 
Crowns as ſhe delſeryes. 


EXAMPLE. 
The Brave Hun TATIAH. 


He Wound which Hungary received at the taking of Seget was 
great and dangerous: Andif God had not reached out his hand, 
and upheld that Kingdom ; it was ready to periſh by this wound. 

T he ſiege was famous by the prelence of Solymon the ſecond, who be- 
gan this laſt Expedition with five hundred thouſand men, and left 
the finiſhing of 1t to his Reputation and Fortune, dying a few dayes 
| betore the taking of the place, andalmolt in the fight of Victory. It 
was not the Earl of Serins fault, who defended the Town, that Soly- 
210ns Fortune and Reputation died not there with his Perſon, and that 
Victory did not abandon himin this Action, and remain to the Chriſti- 
ans. The Ladiesof Seget did what ſervice they could with their Jewels 
and Pearls which were converted into Money for the pay of the Garri- 
{on : they ſervedalſo there with their 6752” Sony And by a Zeal much 
bolder then that of the Carthaginians, who gave their hair to make 
Ropesfor Engins of War, they employed their Arms to therepairing of 
the Walls; and expoſed their Heads to the defence of the breaches and 
Gates. ; At 
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— Atthelaſt aſſault given by the Turks, the Earl of Seriz perceiving 
that the hour of periſhing was at hand, reſolved to dye moſt magnihi- 
cently and in Pomp; and to give Luſtre and Reputation to his Death, 
He fought in an Imbroidered Sute, and with a ſtring of Diamonds tyed 
about his Hat, having the keyes of the Town faſtned to his Scarfe, and a 
hundred Crowns in his Pocket for that Souldier, who ſhould ſend him 
to Triumph in Heaven. The Hiſtory renders this teſtimony of his 
Death ; that it was a Triumphant and Victorious Death. But though 
it was victorious; yet it did not equal the Death of a Ladie of Siget, 
who ſurpaſleth all that is left us of the Memory of Heroick times. 

She was a Woman of quality, and one of the faireſt : but ſhe was 
none of thole languiſhing Beauties and without Vigour; of thoſe 
Beauties which reſemble the ſtars of the North, which have no activity, 
and ſhine faintly and without heat. She was vigorous and bold, yet 
vigorous with {weetneſle, and bold with a good Graceand Comlineſle. 
Her Husband who loved her paſſionately, and even to the degree of 
Tealouſie, feared nothing but her taking in the taking of Szget. The 
Image of captivatedand inchained Hungary, nay of flaming and bloody 
Hungary was to his apprehenſion a leſle dreadful apparition, then the 
Image of his Captive Wife. To rid himſelt of this Fantome, which 
followed him every where, and to ſecure the Honour and Freedom 
of his Wife, of whom he was more [ealous, then of the Honour 
of Chriſtianity, and the Liberty of Exrope; He reſolved to take 
her out of the World, before the Victorious Turk ſhould enter 
theCity; which wasno longer able to rcliſt, aud had too good hearts 
left to yield themſelves. 

This ſo Tragick and foul a reſolution was no ſooner fixed in his 
Minde, but the ſtains thereof appearedeven in his Eyes and upon his 
Face: His Wife who was diſcreet and quick-ſighted oblerved them, 
and was touched therewith, ſhe pardoned his Jealoufic in conſideration 
of his Love : And though ſhe was fully prepared tor death, yer the 
did not deſire a death which might make him a Criminal, whom ſhe 
loved more then her own life. She took him aſide and made him un- 
derſtand, that his bad intention could not be hidden from her : She 
was {o dexterous as to draw the confeſſion of it from his own mouth, 
and upon his Confeſlion ſhe ſtrongly and ethicatiouſly repreſented 
tohim the infamie which would remain to him from fo Barbarous an 
Act, and the Scandal which he would give to his Age, and leave 
unto poſterity. © I confeſle ſaid ſhe, that I owe you all my blood; 
*And behold me ready to give it withput relerving one drop ; But 
* have patience till ſome other come to ſhed it : Do not ſullic your 
* hands with it ; ſtain neither your memory nor your ſoul there- 
*with : Do not inkindle an eternal fire by it. For my part, I ap- 
* prehend far more Life then Death : and all the Scimiters of theTurks 
*cauſe in me far leſs fear, then their moſt gentle and pretious Chain, 
*were it more {ſweet and pretious then the Diadem of the Sultan?ſſe. But 

P permit 


=_ - T he Gallery of Heroick Women. 


©oermit meto die gloriouſly and with Reputation : Do not diſhonour 
©*the Repole which you leck ; Diſparage not your good atteGion : My 
© Honour 1s not ſo deſperate, that it cannot be preſerved but by a 
©Crime. You think to juſtifie your ſelf by laying the blame upon Love : 
©Youare much miſtaken, if you takeit for a murderer : Do not put 
*the Dagger into its hands: Do not ſolicit it to commit a murder 
© and if you cannot reſtore it the goods you havereceived from it, leave 
<itat leaſt its Reputation, and donot envie1ts Innocencte. An honou- 
<©rable Death is not ſo harda thing to find in a Town taken by force : 
©There enter enough of them by Gates and Breaches. Let us fallie 
© forth together with Swords in our hands to chule an illuſtrious and 
©renowned end. Let it be þy fire or ſword, let it be ſhort or laſting it 
<:1mportsnot ; It will be {weet to me, provided I dye a rival to your Va- 
© Jour, andnot a Victime to your Jealoutie. 

Having ſaid this, ſhe cauſed her {elf tobe compleatly armed, and went 
out with a Sword 1n her hand,and a Buckler upon her arm; her Husband 
followed her, armed with the like weapons, and encouraged by her 
words and Example, which gave him a ſecond Heart, and a new Spirit. 
They went on boldly where fire, noile, and danger were greateſt. And 
as ſoon as they came to the place, where they were to fight between 
the flaming Fire, and the victorious Army, They ſhewed by the won- 
ders which they did, that there 1sno valour like the valour of deſpair- 
ing Love, and of Graces armed in defence of their Honour. After a 
long and rude fight, they were at laſt rather overpreſſed then over- 
come by a barbarous multitude , irritated by their own loſſes, and 
their reſiſtance: And feeling their ſtrength ſtealing away with thcir 
Blood, they gave each other their laſt imbraces, and fell upon a heap 
of dead bodies, which had been flain by their Hands. They could not 
die more {weetly then in the fruition of their mutual Fidelity : They 
could not have a more magnificent Tomb, then their Arms and Vico- 
ries. Their ſouls which imbraced each other as well as their Bodies, 
could not be ſevered by Death. And it was believed that God, who is 
the Author of chaſt Unions, received them into Heaven in this con- 
dition, and crowned them with theſame Glory. 
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LEN OBIE Reyne des Palmyremens, victorueuſe des Roys et- des Lyons, aquerrit- ſe 
Enfans a la chaſſe et les dreſſe par fon exemple a la vaillance et a la victoire, Trebellms Pol 
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ERSSz,oNFESSE that this new Spectacle 
"ACER hath ſurpriſed you; And that you 
WERE could not have believed the Graces fo 
Courag1ous, nor Lovers ſo Adventu- 
rous, as to go 1n chaſe of Tygers and 
MEISE Lyons. Beſides, if it were to the chaſe 
OM gp of Swans, which are harmonious and 
[SEZESSEESS amiable, andarmed only with feathers : 
If it were to the chaſe of Bees, which have nothing but honey 
in their bodies, and reſpect Innocents and Virgins: the party 
would be lefle unequal, and the divertiſment lefle hazardous 
and raſh. Beauty which 15 the Mother of the Graces, and 
Loves goeth alſo ſometimes a hunting ; But it 15 6nely to the 
chaſe of Eyes and Hearts, which have neither teeth nor nails, 
and can neither bite nor ſcratch: And now adayes the chil- 
dren of this Mother haye the boldneſs to hunt Tygers and 
Lyons. _ 

But ſhew no fear for them; they are accompanied by Ze- 
nobia, who yeſterday gave chaſe tothe Roman Eagles, which 
are more dreadfull and furious Beaſts, then Lyons and Tygers. 
Yes, ſhe whom you ſee hunting there ſo gallantly, and with fo 
gracefu]l a boldneſle, is the famous Zenobia Queen of the Pal- 
myrenians, who lately gave Chaſe tothe Roman Eagles: And 
by the defeat of the Imperiall Army, ſecured to her ſelt che 

 Conquelt of Egypt. So glorious and painfull a Chaſe well de.. 
ſerved that peace and divertiſments ſhould ſucceed; Butthis 


generous VVoman hath not learn to refreſh her ſelf Ike 0- 
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thers in her Cloſet and under a Canopy of State, Her very re- 
poſe is Ativ* and Heroick : and her divertiſmentsars dange- 
rous Combats, and eflayes of Victories. ; : 
You may approach without danger, and contribute at leaſt 
with youreyes tothe nobleſt Chaſe which wasever given. It 
isnot like thoſe which are practiſed in the Amphiaters of Rome, 
where captive Bealts are chaſed by captive Men. Thereis no- 
thing here which is not Glorious and Noble; They are Sove- 
raignes that chaſe, and arechaſed : Andrhat which is yet more 
wonderfull, Lovers are here bold, and the Graces adventerous 
and dreadfull, Beauty indeed was heretofore ſeen armed; but 
it was rather for ſhewthen a Combat: And her weapons were 
as little dangerous,as the prickets which Roſes bear. Zenobia 
was not content with furniſhing her with Arms; ſhe made her 
 warlike, and taught her all ſer1ous and pracick Combats. 
| >Conſider with what boldneſſe ſhe attaqu's this Lyon. Te 
appears by her countenance that ſhe takes this danger for a pa- 
ſtime of her Courage. T he fiercenefle you ſee in her 1s not a 
fierceneſle of any trouble or emotion : Itis a demonſtration of 
courage, and a tincture of boldneſſe ſpread upon her face : It 
1s a valour of countenance, ang a Meene of Combat: It isa 
manly and military Grace : Itisatart {weetneſſe, which plea- 
ſingly affrighes, which begets at once both fear and love. But 
Zenobia imployesnot here any thing of this tartneſs; ſhe re- 
ſerves it for other occaſions, when ſheis tograpple with Conſuls 
and Kings. This Chaſe 1s to her but a meer divertiſment : 
And herheart could not bemore calme, nor her face more ſe- 
rene, had ſhe been to deal only with Beaſts in a painted Cloths 
Her Horſe couragious by Nature, and proud of the fair 
burthen he bears, caſts forth his feet asif he meant to give the 
firſt ſtroak, and anticipate the Javelin which 1s ready to part 
from the Princeſſes hand, T he chated Lyon prepares to receive 
 themboth: And he was even ready to have caſt himſelf upon 
Zenobia; but the lIightnings which her heart and ſpiritdart in- 
_ tohis eyes. the flaming of thoſe feathers which dance about her 
head, andthe jewels wherewith ſheis adorned making her ap- 
pear like a flaming fire, he Jooks upon her with an irreſolute 


Anger 


The Gallery of Heroick Women 17 
Anger mixt with Fear : And you would ſay beholding his 
poſture, that he deliberates between the dazling brightneſle, 
and the threatning Javelin- | 


Dilquiet/nor your ſelf, and abandon the fear you expreſle to 
have of Zenobia ; ſhe is accuſtomed to overcome all ſorts of 


| 2 


Enemies ; andif ſhe ſhould fail of her ſtroke, Araſpes whois. 
preſent with a ſword in his Hand to ſecond her, would have 
Courage enough to draw upon himlelf the danger and Fury 
of the Beaſt. He could not be worſe treated by him, then he is 
by his own Love, which expoſeth him to a thouſand cares and 
vexations, tearing him 1n pleces without teeth ornails. Like- 
wile the molt frighttul inſtruments, and the greateſt wounds 
donot alwayes cauſe the greateſt Torments. Such as delivered 
up their Slaves to Lions, were lefſe cruel then he that com- 
manded his own to be calt amongſt Lampryes; and it were 
better to be cruſhed in pieces by an Elephant,then to be gnawn 
by Rats, or eaten up by Flies. 

This poor Prince Zenobia's Prifoner, even a Priſoner with- 
out Chains and Manacles, is come from a remote Countrey 
co offer her his Perſon with his Kingdom, But he aſſaults a place 
too well provided: and though a Scepter and a Throne be 
powerful Engines; yet 1n vain will he bend the forces of his 
Throne and Scepter againſt her. 'T he Heart of Zenobia iis too 
well fortified againſt all ſorts of ſecond affections: The Name 
and Image of Odenatus leaves no place empty there : And 
ſurely ſhe will not violate the Vow of VVidowhood which ſhe 
made to his Ghoſt and Memory. Eraſpes is in Deſpair of her, 
as you ſee; yethis Deſpair isreſpectful, and accompanied with 
eſteem: And he loves better Zenobia generous andinflexible, 
then he would do Zengbia baſe and yeelding. Obſerve his 
Reſpectin his very looks, his Deſpair by his Paleneſſe, and the 
fire of his Heart under the Aſhes of his Face. See how he 
ſuſpends his Addreſs and Courage before his Conquereſle : 
He will leave her all the Glory of the Chaſe : And looking on 
her with imploring eyes, he demands of her for himſelf, the 
ſame fair Death ſhe prepares for the Lion : and intreats herto 
do that favour at one ſtroke to them both. But ſhe was fatis- 

fed 
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fied in having wounded him with her eyes, without under- 
| taking to wound him by her hand. And ſo far was ſhe from 
raking away his life, that ſhe was ready to have given him his 
Liberty, and reduced him to himſelf, 1t he would haye em- 
brac'd its | ra. 
As for this ſtately Beaſt, he will carry no furchereither his 
Liberty or Life : And in recompence of them, both he will 
have the Glory to be overcome by the ſame Arm, which, Ye- 
ſterday vanquiſhed the Roman Eagles. Her two ſons who 
ſtand by her, intend to ſhare 1n her Victory, and finiſh with 
their Bowes what ſhe is going to begin with her Javelin, Te is 
not requiſite that I ſhew them to you to make them knowa. 
Their Beautiful and Couragious Mother 1s ſo tothe Lite upon 
their Faces and in their Actions, as there are no Eyes ſo bad 
whichdonot ſuddznly diſcern, that theſe two lovely Coppics 
come from this fair Original. You will remain aſtoniſhed to 
behold in them ſo great Courage in fo tender an Age; it you 
conſider that they are born of an Heroels, who poſleſleth all 
the Graces of her Sex, and all the YVertues of ours, Her active 
and contagious Courage 15not only communicated to her chil- 
dren, who grow warltke by hunting, and learn by practiſing 
on Lionsto vanquiſh Kings : Bur it animates her whole Fa- 
mily, and inſpiresall her domeſticks : And her Houſe repre- 
ſentsnolefle the Court of a Queen, then the Campotf aCon- 
quereſſe. The moſt uſual and chief imployment of her Do- 
meſticks1is to fight and overcome. Her very Daughters be- 
come valiant by her Example, and have the Generoſity 
of Amazons, wearing their habits, and executing their Fun- 
_ Etions. 
They ſtayto huntinthe neighbouring VVood : And from 
hence you might have the pleaſure of their Chace ; you might 
be Spectators of their Boldneſſe and Activity, if the Trees did 
not hinder your ſight. Behold three of the boldeſt and moſt 
diligentabout the Queen, who undertake to ſet upon a Tyger, 
which ſhe had woundedin paſsing by. But he is no longer in 
a condition either of ſaving or defending himſelf. The Arrow 


hath picrced his ſhoulder , and whether he received with it 
ſome 
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ſome Charrs from the hand that ſent it, or whether theſe Cu- 
pids which binde him wich ſtrings of Myrrhe, have deprived 
him of his Natural flerceneſs; Ir ſeems that his VV ound af. 
fords him more Glory then1t gives him pain, You would ſay 
that one ſingle ſtroke doth nor ſuffice him : and thathe expects 
todyefrom more then one hand; and to do Honour by his 
Death unto more then one Grace. And had there been ſome ſe- 
cret attractive in theſe ſhafts, had the Cupids that binde him 

. drawn them qut of their Quivers, and lent them to theſe Hun- 


treſſes, he could not expoſe himlelt to their ſtrokes with more 
Cheerfulneſſe and Delight. 


———_—_—_— a tle. . AS At. io. " m—_— nt. ed 


SONNET. 


VV [th armed hand, with brow where lightning ſprings, 
eAfter defeats of Conluls and of Kings ; 
Zenoba, in thy Wood, her ſelf willgrace 


Wh the wilde T rumph of a dangerous Chaſe. 


The Flames of Courage which her Eyes do ſhoot, 
By Charm, or Awe, render the Lion mute ; 

IP ho vanquiſh'd without fight, doubts which to try, 
eA noble Death, or noble Slavery. 


Careleſs SpeAators, from the like ſurpriſe 

Defend your ſelves, fnce from theſe conquering Eyes 
eAre ſent ſuch fires and ſhafts as though no ſound 

Is by them made, do make a mortal Wound. 


T hey have been praftifd in the chaſe of hearts : 
eAnd 1f yours be not wing d, to flye their Darts, 
T hey eafily may in this Hlout Lions leed 

Be either taken or be made to bleed. 
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TENOBTA, who hunts Lyonsand Tygers in chas Pictars 
makes warre alſo at preſent againſt all Aſia 1 in this Hiſto- 
ry: And 1n allplaces where her memory.is menti 
= we ſee Towns taken either by force, Armies defeated;;ot 
REACTS] Crowns acquired, She was ”* the Race of the Ptolomies, 
and deicended from Cleopatra, whole Beauty, Spirit,and 
Magnificence ſhe inherited. Beſides theſe qualities of ſucceflian and 
hereditary Graces, ſhe had acquired Vertues; and ſhe was of hex. felf 
Modeſt, CE Eloquent, and Warlike. Her Beauty, to behold 
itin the Pictures which Hiſtorians have left thereof, was a : MajeGieall 
and Military, an Active and Commanding Beauty : And her Hergick 
Stature, her confident Meecne, her ſtately and bold Grace, her4j 
ling and flaming Eyes, andall her Exteriour, like that which Painters 
aſcribeto Vertueand Victory, wasto her as a ſpecious Dignity, and. a 
certain pleaſing and becomming Authority, which per{waded FRISUt 
ſpeaking, and ſubjected ſoulsby the ſight. 

| So perfed a Body was inhabited by a more perfect Soul, which, fe 
ſembled a fair Intelligence ina beautifull Planet. She was. very EX= 
pert jn the knowledge of Princes, and private Men, in Policy, anda 
the Military Art : She poſleiled both pleaſing and profitable Sciences} 
She wasſo well read in the Hiſtory of the Eaſt, as ſhe her {elf compaled 
brief Annals of it: And thereby "alſo ſhe equalled the glory of. #holc 
Conqucrours who were no lefle renowned by the Pen. then the Sway 
and who at night wrote down 1n their Tents, what they had done by 
day in the Field. The Cabinets of Cleoperra,, ' 1n which these wege 
; wry enough for four Crowns, could not have enough.to honour this 
Hiſtory. She deſerved reſpe& from the molt injurious-time. AndH 
there be, as they ſay, a Getis Guardian of Books, and a Con, 2FY68:0 
Learning ; Let us avow that he hath very ll diſcharged his. ofhee;-4 
having ſaved either the true or forged Epiſtles of the Tyrant Phalans 
in haying conlerved the impyre Viſions of Petrenigsy _ the: 
Dreams of Apuleins, and done nothing to preſerve this glorious Monu- 
ment of the Wit and Eloquence of Zenobza. 

In all times malicious and jealous perſons have given out, that there 
was no good correſpondence between the Graces and Vereacs; ; And 
that very rarely, the Fair and Learned were Chaſt and Modeſt : Zenobia 
hath given the lie to theſe ſpitefull and diſtruſtfull people : And the 
Roman Hiſtorians, who for realon of State, have more ſullied therepu- 
tation of Cleopatra, then the Sunne of Egypt had blacked her face, did 
never intrench upon the honour of her Progeny. She was a chaſter 
Wite then the moſt part of their Veſtals were chaſt Virgins. As ſoon as 
ſhe ſuſpected her ſelf to be with Childe, ſhe declared herſelf a Widow 
until the was delivered: And though in this manner ſhe every yeer took 

upon 
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poi her a Widowhood of nine monerhs during her Husbands Life ;. 
yet aftcr his death ſhe could never perſwade her ſelf that ſhe was a 
Widow. Odenaxs lived till in her thoughts; and his Bodie having 
hecn.raviſhed from her bythe Crime of one of her kindred, the remained 
Aill-married to his Name and Memorite, & —*, © 
 - Rxceſſcallo and pleaſure, which are the Incendiarics of diſho | 

Love, were not of her Court, nor hadany acceſſc about her. Warand 
hunting took up her whole time, and were all her divertiſments. And 
when there were ho Kings to overcome, nor Towns to befiege, the went 
unto the Woods to fight with wilde Beaſts, and to enter by force into 
their Dens and Caves. During the Life of Odenatusr, ſhe waged War 
againſt the Perfeans for the Romans:and after his Death ſhe made War of 
her {clf againſt the Egyptians and the Romans themſclves. She marched 
in the Head of her Troops, alwayes the firſt in fight, and the laft in the 
retreat. Hercyes were the Common fire of her Camp : the moſt effe- 
minare there warmed themſelves, and drew vigour and Courage from 
thence. And when ſhe made any ſpeech in the day of Battel, ſheleft 
nothing to be effe&ed by Clarions and Trumpets, —— | 
 Herdefignes were no lef{e vaſt, nor leffe clevated then thoſe of her 
Grandmother Cleopatra, who prepared a Yoke and Chains for the Gods 
of the Capitol; and had the Ambition to have Conſuls. for her ſcr- 
vants, andto be attended by Captive Di&tators. She thought like Cleo- 
zars to make her ſelf the Commandreſſe of all the Grandees of the 

Indverſe : and undoubtcdly ſhe would have carried her Arms even to 
Lat fclf, and ſhared the Empire with Viforia, who was another cou- 
agious Princeſſe of the Weſt ; if Fortune,jealous of her Honour, had 
not with Anrelizx and all the Forces of the Empire come againſt her, 
| Beſides, ſhe could not be but half defeated, and by Compoſition : And 
Aurelian rather triumphed over by her a Treaty, then by a juſt Viory. 
His Friamph was alſo followed by the Triumph of his Captive, whe 
cdhk fic in her turn. He had but half overcome, and with muck 
trouble, the Valour of the Mother : the Beauty of the Daughter van- 

| quiſhod him totally and without Trouble; and w—_ at lengrh mar- 
her, as fome Authors affirm, Zenobis had the ſatisfaGtion to ſee her 
Bleedupon the Throne of Cſars, and her Image adorcd at Rowe. 
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MORAL REFLECTION. 


T is great Pittic that ſo eminent a Generoſity, ſo Heroick a Con- 
| ſtancie, ſo invincible a Chaſtity, ſo modeſt Graces, ſo many Vertues 
of Peaceand War ſhould be damned : And that Zenobiathe Cou- 
ragious, the Temperate and Chaſt, ſhould finde as bad an Eternity as 
Meſſaline the diſſolute and incontinent. But how ſhould we help it ? 
Heathen Vertues, what Beauty ſoever they have, how well adorned fo- 
ever they be, arein fine but fooliſh Virgins. The Heavenly Bridegroom 
knows them not:and what {upplications ſoever they preſcnt at the gate 
of his Palace, it will never be opened to them. If Chaſtity, Temperance, 
Modeſty, and Fidelity, which ſhall not come to him with full and light- 
cd Lamps, and ſhall not be preſented to him by Faith and Charity, will 
not be admitted to theſe Nuptials. It there be no place there for 
temperate, and modeſt Heathen Women, who had no warning to pre- 
pare their Lamps, and to follow theſe lovely Guides to the Bride- 
groom ; what will become of the licentious and debauched Chriſtian 
Women, who have broken their Lamps, contemned, and rejefted their 
Guides ? Certainly 1f it be written that penitent Nineve ſhall condemn 
incorrigible Feruſalew; it 15 much to be feared that the gallant Zenobia, 
and other Vertuous Heathens ſhall riſe up in the day of Judgement to 
give Teſtimony againſt our Ladics, who refute their belief by their 
_ courſe of life: who. condemn by their Wantonnefle and exceſle, the 
force of Chriſtianity, and the Auſterity of the Goſpel ; who had ra- 
ther loſe eternal Crowns, then part with little flowers half periſhed, 
ſerving only to infect them with their ill odour, and to prick them with 
their thorns. 


— — —_ 


MORAL QUESTION. 
Whether Women be capable of Military Vertues : 


Diſpute not here againſt the general practiſe ; nor pretend by pri- 
vate authority to diſcard an Immemorial Diſcipline, and a policie as 
antientas Nature. Leſleallſo is it my deſigne to publiſh an edict by 
which all Women ſhould be ſuinmoned to War. They ought to keep 
themſelves to the diſtribution which Nature and the Laws have made, 
and Cuſtome received; and tocontent themſelves with that part which 
hath been aſſigned them in ceconomie and houſhold affairs. I fay 
only, that this common Right which deprived them of Arms, hath not 
robd them of Courage, nor cut off their Hands; that military Ver- 
tuesare neither too unwieldy nor too harſh for them: And if it were the 


good 


OP 


good pleaſure of Cuſtome, valiant and vitorious Women would not 
be ranked amonſlt the prodigies of their: Sek, The Number of them 
would be as great, and the Examples as common as of Wiſe and Chaſt 
Women. ve 0 IE 
Firſt, the Heart is theeſſential part of Gallant and Valiant Men : It 
is the Heart which begins all aſſaults and Combats, which gives the 
firſt Charge, and comes off the laſt : and it cannot be denyed that a 
Womans Heart is as vigorous, and of as good a temper astharof a Man; 
if we conſider that it was made by the ſame Hand, and formed' of the 
{ſame matter. And there is ſome ground to believe, that it may be more 
vigorous and of a better Temper : if we remember that the firſt Wo- 
man was made of a matter already ſolid; and which had need of foft- 
ning. Moreover as Steel what hardneſs ſoeyer it reccived from Nature, 
cannot be formedinto the iron of a Lance nor into a Sword unlefſe it be 
ſoftned : ſo Courageis groſs and material, immoyeable and unattive, 
before it be ſharpned : And Choler according to the ſaying of the 
Philoſopher, mult be whetted that 1t may bEcome Valour and ſervice- 
able for War. Now it is certain and experience ſhews it, that this 
Choler which excites Courage, and gives it the title of Valour, is more 
quick and ſudden in Women then Men: And conſequently if Cuſtom 
hath deprived them of acquired and habitual Valour, it hath not taker 
from them Netural Valour, and that Spirir of Choler which is a com- 
bating Spirit, and the laſt tinCture of that Humour which produces 
Gallant Men. WY OF 
_ Some will oppole to me here the delicacie of their complexion, and 
the tenderneſs of their Temper. It will be demanded of me what 
reckoning will be made of ſuch a Hand as may be hurt by an ill ſowen 
Glove, or an ill poliſhed Ring? Of ſuch a Head as ſweats under 
ſilk, and bows under a ſoft Pillow ? Of ſuch a Bodie as may be pierced 
through by a Beam of the Sun, and be beaten down by a ſingle Hail- 
ſtone : To this one may anſwer; firſt, that this Weaknels proceeds 
from the 11] Education of Women and not from their temper : And 
Plato obſerves yery judiciouſly to this purpoſe, that if theexceſſe of Hu-. 
midity, which allayes their Vigour, and renders them more tender then 
Men, were dried up by moderate exerciſe; their Complexion being 
reduced thereby to a more juſt and exact quality then ours; their Bo- 
dies would become by that means ſtronger and more active, and have 
a more free and laſting motion. Whereupon, that I may not ſeem to 
vent a Propoſition at random and without proof, he makes us oblerve, 
that among all the: Species of Animals of prey, the Females have the 
{witteſt pace and theſtrongeſt flight, and fight more couragiouſly, and 
with more vigour then the Males. iP 4 
.- Inthe ſecond place we mult anſwer, that yalour doth not require 
 Armsof Steel, nor Hands of Iron : That the antient Hero's were not 
brazen Statues : . that they were not all of the Complexion of that fa- 
mous Grecian, who wraſtled againſt the greateſt Chains: And that 
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cvcn in theſe dayes men: dryed up by the Sun, and hardned by Froſt, 
arcnot the Perlons who gain vicories. Let us adde for a third anſwer, 
that tenderneſic is not ſo timerous as they makeit, nor fo incompatible 
with Valour. Roſes which are ſo Beautiful grow compleatly armed, 
and though tender forbear not to prick. Bees which live within the 
Honey Comb, and arc fed by the Spirit of Flowers, have ſtings and 
wage war. The Holy Scripture makes mention of a Dove which was 
 nolefle formidable then Eagles: And not to go ſofar, the Hearrt it (elf, 
which is the ſeat of Valour, is the moſt tenderpart of the Body : It is 
compoſed of fleſh without Nerves, and Bones ; hath neither Tceth nor 
Nails to fortific it. Theremay well then be generous Spirits and vigo- 
rous Souls in tender Bodies, as there are good {words in Velvet Scab- 
bards; as victorious Hands are ſeen in perfumed Gloves, as Conque- 

rors arc lodged in painted and guilded Tents, 
That if it beneceſlary to ſupport reaſon by experience, and to make 
Hiſtory ſpeak for Philoſophie ; it will produce from all Ages whole 
Armies of couragious and warlike Women; Women Conquereſles 
and victorious over men; even the moſt gallant and valiant amongſt 
men. That famous Cyrus, who deſerved the Name of great by the great- 
nels of his exploits, was defeated by Thamaris Queen of Scythia: And 
the Scythians themiclves who were all born Souldiers, and had no other 
_ Countrey nor Houles then a Camp and Tenrs, were ovescome by the 
Amazons. That famous Semiramis to whom a Prophet gave the Name 
of Nove, was indecd a Dove in her Cloſet, even a voluptuous and per- 
tumed Dove; but a victorious Eaglein the Field : And in her time 4ſ7z 
hadno King out of whole hands ſhe wreſted not the Scepter, and from 
whole head the {natched not the Crown. Bunduwa was another Eagle, 
toulc ſtil] the ſame Phrale; but a Northern Eagle,who in ſeveral Battels 
vanquiſhed the Roman Eagles; and intended to chaſe them out of 
England. Zenobia, waole Picture I have newly given you, did not treat 
them more gently in Egypt and Perſia: and the Commanders of Nati- 
tions and the Conquerors of the World were neceſlitated to come to 

compoſition 1n point of Victory witha Woman. 
France hath had Amazons as well as Scythia and other Countreyes be- 
yond rhe {eas ; And todeter to another time the Maid of Orleans, whoſe 
Valour came to her by Inlpirationand Miracle, not to produce here 
a Catherine Liſſe who drove the Flemings out of Amiens, and forced out 
of their Hands a Town taken, and a victory gained : not to ſpeak of 
the boldne(s wherewith rhe Ladies of Beaumaris repulſed the Hugonots 
duringthe Civil Wars of France: The memory remains {till freſh of the 
late Siege of Cambrey, and of the Heroick Courage, which the Wife of 
the Marſhal of Balagni ſhewed there to the general aſtoniſhment of all 
thoſe that beheld her upon this Stage. She aſliſted in all Military du- 
tics, ſhe viſiced the Sentinels and the 'Courts of Guard, ſhe made 
Speeches upon the Bulwarks, ſhe gave Lite to their :Labours by her 
Prelenceand Example. And if betimes ſhe had known how to gain the 
Hearts 
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Hearts of the Inhabitants, the Head of Count Fuentes, and all the 
Arms of his Camp would have unprofitably wearied themſelves at this 
Siege. She was likewiſe of the Houle of Amboiſe; and the Name of 
Amboiſe, is a Name of valiant Menand Women. The Race is couragl- 
ous and full of Heroick Spirits in all the Branches thereof. It reſembles 
that of Palms, whoſe Females are as vigorous as the Males, and as fit for 
Vicories and Triumphs. And beſides now that we have War with Spair, 
if ſomc Count Fzentes ſhould preſent himſelf betore Brefte, he would 
*not indeed finde there the Courage and Magnanimity of the Marſhal 
of Balignts Wite to be cruel and haughty, but a Valour accompanied 
with (weetneſle, and a civilized and gentle Magnanimity, mixed with 
armed and liberal Graces. And aſſuredly this mixture of ſweetnels aud 
courage, and thisconjunGion of Arms and Liberalitics in the Gover- 
neſs could not be the leaſt ſtrong piece ef the Cittadel. 

But it 15 not neceſſary to 1nroll here all the gallant Women, who 
have made Beauty warlike, and armed the Graces. The Princeſs whom 
I am going to produce will finiſhthe convincing of thoſe who place va- 
liant Women amongft Monſters: And who believe that a Cask and 
Plumes of Feathers upon a Womans Head, make no leſs a Prodigie then 


heretofore the Snakes did upon the Head of Medyſz. 


EXAMPLE. 
Foan of Flanders, Counteſs of Montfort. 


E Agles whatſoever they do are ſtill Eagles: And whether they 
ſport in the Air, orhaveany thing in Chaſe, they ſport with Vi- 
gour, and chaſe couragiouſly and with vehemency. Foan Counteſs 
of Mountfort, and Daughter to Lewzs Earl of Flanders, was one of thefe 
ever generous and bold Eagles. Her whole Life was a perpetual War- 
fare, or a continual preparation to it. Her firſt divertiſments were Ja- 
borious and manly: And at the-Age when Maids begin to lee the World 
to goto Bals, and ſhew themſelves at publick Meetings ; ſhebegan to 
learn the riding of great Horles, running atTilt,and fighting at Banners. 
She learnt all theſe Exerciles without forgetting the Baſhfulneſs of 
her Sex, without taking off from ſweetneſs or diſcompoſing Graces : 
And there was alwayes upon her Face, aud in all her Actions, a mixture 
of Beauty and Valour ; a tincture mingled with Boldnels and Modeſty, 
anda certain Air like that of Minerva, drawn by the antient Painter, 
who was armed and yet appeared a Virgin. Her Valour likewiſe was 
not a Valour for Carrouſels and Turnaments : and her Gallantry was 
not painted and {peetous. From counterteit VVarsand Chamber Com- 
bats, ſhe paſſedto real VVars, and Field Encounters : ſhe was preſent 


at Sjeges and Naval Battels : ſhe gained all kindes of Viftorics, and 
meritedall ſorts of Crowns. John 
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JobnDuke of Brittany dying without Children, left to the Earl of 
Mountfort, and Charls of Blois the ſtrife about Succeſſion. The Earl be. 
gan the purſuit of his right by a ſeizure: and aſfliſted by the VVit and 
courage of the Countels his Wite, partly by Force, and partly by dex- 
tcrity, he gained the moſt conſiderable places of the Province. Charls 
prevented by what was done, had recourſe to the Court of Peers and to 
the proteGion of the King, whole Neece he had marrizd. The Court 
adjudged the diftercnce about ſucceſſion in his Favour: And the King 
committed the Execution of the Decree to his Son the Duke of Nor- * 
mandy, ſending him withan Army into Brittany. After the reduction of 
ſome Places, the Earlof Montfort was taken at Nants, and ſent Priſoner 
to Paris, where he dyedin the Tower of the Lonxer. nz 

T his fall of the Count muſt evidently occaſion the Ruine of his 
Counteſle; As they lay, the Death of the Male Palm is followed by 
that of the Female ; But all Loves are not of the ſame complexion, 
nor ſubject to the ſame Symptomes. The generous Widow remamed 
unſhaken between her Husbands Death, which lay extreamly heavy on 
her heart, and the war he left upon her ſhoulders: And it was a hardtask 
for a Widow to ſtandout againſt all France, her Enemic andin Arms. 
Sheviſited in Perſon all. the Towns of her Party : ſhe ſetled the affrigh- 
ted people, and confirmed the wavering Garrilons : ſhe gainednoble 
ſouls by her Carctses, and the mercenary by preſents; And by her Ex- 
ample infuſed courage into the one, and fidelity into the other. 

Afterwards the War being reinkindled by the firſt ray of the ſpring : 

And the City of Rennes, after ſome aſſaults, being rendred to Charles of 
Blojs, notwithſtanding the reſiſtance of William of Cadowilal who com- 
manded there; the French Armies marched to beſiege Henebond, to 
which place the Counteſle betook her {elf with her choileſt friends : She 
manfully ſuſtained the fiege, and ſerved there with her whole Perſon : 
She acted no lefle with her armes then with her heart and head ;, Andſhe 
alone was of more uſe then many Souldiers and Captains. She gave out 
Orders, and was the firſtin executing the Orders given : She made one 
in all the Sallies, and aſſiſted at all the Afſaults. And when ſhe aſcended 
upon the walls, and went through the ſtreets mounted on a watrlike 
horſe and compleatly armed, the lightning of her eyes and the fire of 
her heart ſpread upon her face, and this Valour of carriage and coun- 
tenance which reinforc'd her Beauty, and gave it a quicknefle, did 
encourage the moſt fcartu], and awaked the moſt drowſie and faint- 
hearted. | 

One day, when the Beſtegers equally irritated by her reſiſtance, and 
their own loſſes come to a general Aſſault, the Couragious Princeſle 
having for defence ſet in order all her people, even her Women and 
Maids, whom her example had made warlike, aſcended unto the top 
of a Tower to diſcover the ſtate of the fight: Andas ſoon asſhee dil- 
cerned that none but ſervants were left for the Guard of the Ca mp ; ſhe 


came down from the Tower, took Horle and Sallying forth by: a Po- 
{terne 
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ſterne Gate in the head of three hundred Cuiraſſiers ſhe fired the Ene- 
mies Quarters. The ſmoak and flame called them quickly back to the 
defence of their Tents ard Baggage. The Countelle having done her 
work, made a Gallant Retreat in the ſight of her Purſuers: And the 
wayes of Herebond being ſhut up, ſhe got with her Party into Aulroy. The 
befieged were five dayes without hearing any tidings of her: Meanwhile 
ſhe made up five hundred Horle : And the ſixth day very early in the 
morning ſhe preſented her ſelt before the face of the Camp : She forced 
all that ſhe found in her way, andentred the City with a great ſound 
of Trumpets : Victory her {e]t could not enter more Gloriouſly, nor be 
received with more joy. 

It wasnot onely her work to reſiſt Force and Engins rais'd againſt the 
Walls , but ſhe was to defend her ſelfagainſt Stratagems, and to conteſt 
with thoſe artifices which ſlack the courage of her people, and debauch 
them from her ſervice. But in fine, her Prudence, her Dexterity, and 
the Eloquence of her intreaties accompanied with her preſents, ſtayed 
them till rhe arrival of the Engliſh ſuccours which raiſed this firſt Siege. 
She procured afterwards a Ceſſation of Arms, which gave her time to 
paſſe over into England, and in Perſon to ſollicite newaids. Magnifi- 
cence, Civility, and all the Graces asked themin her behalf, andcauſed 
them to be Iinbarked: Her Valour and Fortune preſerued them at 
Sea, and rendred them Victorious in Britany. 

The Naval Army of Charles of Blozshaving ſet upon her before the 
Iſlands of Garnſey, ſhe maniteſted that her Valour was for both Ele- 
ments: and that ſhe had as gooda Heart, and as ſolid a Head in a ſhip, 
as upon a Bulwark and in Trenches. She fought all the day witha Sword 
in her Hand, under a ſtorm of Iron and Fire, and amongſt many dead 
Bodics of diftcrent forms andall of them frightful enough. Neverthe- 
leſſe ſhe did neither ſink under Iron nor Fire : ſhe beheld with a ſted- 
faſt Eye all the ſhapes of theſe bloody and gaſtly dead Corps: And 
though they had been more terrible and 1n greater numbers, ſhe would 
not have failed to carry away the Victory in the midlſt of them, if the 
Night and Tempeſt which intervened had not taken it out of herhands. 
As ſoon as ſhe landed with her Troops, ſhe marched diredly to Vannes, 
and began the War afreſh by beſteging this Place. Her preſence and 
Exampleproved the two ſtrongeſt Inſtruments wherewith the Walls 
were bcaten down. Andthe Town at laſt being taken by Force after 
ſeveral aſſaults, in which ſhe fought both with. Voice and Hand, ſhe 
made her entry on horſeback, and like a Conquerels. 

If I were to follow this Victorious Woman in all occaſions,and in all 
the fights at which ſhe was preſent ; I ſhonld write hecea Hiſtory ofma- 
ny yeers : It ſufficeth to ſay for concluſion, that after divers Sieges and 
Battels, ſhe placed the Crown upon her Sons head. And if ſhe had lived 
in an Age of Statues and triumphant Arches,ſhe would ſtill triumph in 
Marble and Braſs,upon all the Gates and publick Places of all the Cities 
in Brittany,as ſhe ſtill ightsand will fight eternally in our Hiſtory. _ 
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Luc recla. 
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EP Ow dangerous a Good is Beauty ! how difficult 


E it expoſed ! I know not whether the danger 


” vage Beaſt in ones houſe,as to harbour a hand- 
ſom woman : or whether the Graces, I ſay the modeſt and 
chaſte Graces, are not more to be feared, then irritated For- 
rune become an Enemy : Lions at leaſt have intervals of 
Innocence ; they bite but till their hunger 1s ſatisfied : and 
there are ſome Feaſts which bad Fortune celebrates : there 
are days of I ruce for thoſe whom ſhe perſecutes. Beauty 
knows none of thoſe days of I ruce,nor thoſe intervals of In- 


nocency. Her very Complacences are dangerous, and her 


Repoſe 1s to be feared. And to the end you may know that it 
15 not only a debauched and licentious Beauty which 1s de- 
ftrucive, that of Lucrecia ruined 7 arqum: And Lucrecia 
her ſelf, who was lo ſevere to her own Beauty, and kept it 
lo watchfully, and under ſo great reſtraint, happens to be 
newly murthered by it. 
You may have peradventure heard of the undiſcreet gal- 
 lantry of thoſe Princes who are in the Camp of Ardea. 1 he 
"Aa other 


Y is it to keep ! and to what ſtrange Adventures is 


> would be ſo great to have the keeving of a ſa-_ 


A 
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other day they entred into diſcourſe concerning the merit of 
their V Vrves, and every one giving the prize to his own, it 
was reſolved that the Eyes {ſhould be choſen Tudges of this 
difference : without adjourning the agreement to the next 
day, they al! took horſe together, and rid Poſt to Rome and 
( ollatia. It 1s {aid that all the voices were for Lucrecia : ſhe 
gained unhappily an advantage, which ſhe did not diſpute : 
and this unfortunate and fatal Purchaſe coſt her the loſs of 
her Honour and Life. Young Targquin of his own Nature 
Arrogant and full of Pride, and inheriting from his Father 
the name of Proud, being returned to ( ol/atia, and received 
by Lucrecia as her Husbands Friend , came with a Sword in 
his hand to ſurprize her in Bed, and offered her a Violence 
which ſurpaſſes the T tle of Proud and Tyrant. will not ac- 
quaint you with che particulars of this Attempr,but only ſay, 
that by break of day the poor V V oman, grown deſperate 1n 
her Misfortune, ſentin all haſte for her Husband Collatern, 
and Lucrecins her good Father ; T hey being come,with Bru- 
tus and /alerins their intimate Friends, ſhe with Tears related 
to them the {ad Accident of her violated Chaſtity : and ha- 
ving engaged them by Oath to Revenge it, ſhe on a ſudden, 
preventing their Excuſes and foreſight of her Intention, 
{truck her ſelf to the Heart with a Dagger which ſhe kept 
hid under her Gown. Behold che laſt Act of this funeſtous 
Tragedy; which will perchance have yet more ſad ſequels : 
and you are come very ſeaſonably to receive the laſt ſighs of 
the firit Roman Heroeſle. 
She gave her ſelf but one blow, and all that were preſent 
. received it. A ſtream of blood ran from Lucrecia's V V ound: 
Streams of Tears flowed from her Husbands and Fathers 
V Vound: And of thele tvvo ſorts of VVounds, I know not 
which 1s the deepeſt and moſt painfull. I know not whether 
the blood comes more from the Center of the heart, or whe- 
ther it {hides away with more reſentment, then the tears. How- 
ever it were, Lucrecta appears well ſatisfied with the ſtroke 
ſhe newly gave her ſelf. You would fay that with her blood 
there iſſues forth ſomething, I know not what, that is Iumi- 
nous, 
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nous, and clears the dark clouds which the ſhame of the 
laſt night had left in her eyes, and on her brow. You would 
ſay that her Innocence and purity of heart are ſeen through 
her wound : and her wound 1s to her, as it were, a new 
mouth, which cals upon the eyes, and per{wades in ſilence. 
Do you hear what this mouth, eloquent without noiſe, and 
per{waſive without words, uttereth : It proteſts againſt the 
outrages and tiranny of the T arquens: it _—_— the revenge 
of Gods and Men, and doubtleſs it will obtain it from them 
both, and obtain it by the voice of her blood , which 1s cou- 
ragious and bold, which 1s animated with indignation and 
juſtice, which 1s tull of a Roman ſpirit and verrue. 

There is nothing ſeen effeminate or weak 1n her perſon : 
nothing which 15 not either a proof of her innocence, or a 
- mark of her courage : And thoughThere were no other teſti- 
mony for her, yet her juſtification 1s clear and manifeſt in 
her looks, in the ayr of her face and countenance. The tin- 
cure of vertue 1s not there a ſuperficial painting, and an ad- 
dition of art ; it 15 there interiour and natural : it hath been 
ſtill entertained by the effuſions of her heart, and the rayes of 
her ſoul : And now that her ſoul hath abandoned it, and 
thar her heart pours 1t ſelf out through her wound, this fair 
tincture reſiſts ſtil] the colour of death, which effaces all the 
reſt . you will not beheve that I ſay too much, if I aver that 


py 9 . . oy RL” C1 ® 
it would neither ſubmut to the ſtain of vice, nor to the dye of 


1mpudence. 
You may have ſeen baſhfulneſs elſewhere: All honeſt wo- 
men have this tincture, and the brown ſhould have 1t as well 
as the fair, Y ou may have alſo obſerved modeſty elſewhere ; 
it 15 a natural ornament, and no coſtly dreſs, which may be 
_ uſed by rich and poor. But perhaps you may have never 
ſeen but upon this face a couragious baſhtulneſs, and a vigo- 
rous and heightned modeſty. T his temper belongs to the 
ancient Heroefles, who armed the Graces,and led them forth 
to the wars. T hoſe of Lacreca, though not warlike, appear 
not leſs bold; and her beauty , though broughtup in the 


thade, and under a veil, hath no leſs yigour or courage. 


Aa2 Nevertheleſs 
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Nevertheleſs this powerfull and couragious beauty begins 
to decay, and theſe wounded Graces will quickly expire one 
after another. Mean whule it 1s apparent that the loſs of their 
Honour doth more diſorder them, and 1s more ſenſible to 
them then the loſs of ite. T heir ſhame 1s {till freſh and en- 
tire, and fear 15 not yet come upon them. T heir bluſhes do 
not vanith, though cheir ſpirits ſteal away with their blood ; 
and before they die of their wound, they will expire with re- 
gret, for having complyed with the laſt nights crime, though 
they then alsiſted without being ſeen, and by meer con- 
{traint. 

 (ollatin, who had the greateſt loſs by this accident, ſeems 
the molt afflicted : He ſupports Lucrecia,who ſinks between 
his arms ; and he himſelf would need anothers arms, if he 
were not {ſuſtained by wrath, which came to the {uccour of 
his heart, and inflamed his countenance. Seiled as he was 
with wrath and griet, indignation and pitty, he could not 
expreſs himſelf but by his eyes; and his tears,fince his voice 
failed him, bid unto Lucrecia the laſt adieu, and confirm to 
her the good opinion he had of her Innocence. 

To this diſcourſe of tears, Lucrecia makes anſwer with 
blood, and fighs : She caſts down her eyes upon her wound, 
as 1t ſhe meant to give align to ( oat to behold at leaſt her 
naked heart through this gaping wound. I believe that the 
laſt motion of her lips 1s an oath, whereby ſhe aſſures him 
that he {hall find it free from the ſtains of her body ; that he 
{hall meet there with no other image then his own, nor any 
print of a forraign flame : and that if there remain ſtill any 
alhes of it, they are the aſhes of a lawfull fire, which he alone 
hath inkindled, and which is no leſs pure then the ſacred fire 
of the /eſtals. Though there be nothing but ſpirit and 
breath in this oath, yet 1t 1s underſtood by (latin, who 
makes the like proteſtation of fidelity for the future. Burt it is 
only expreſt1n tears and ſighs, he hath forgotten all other 
terms : And Lucrecia, who yet well underſtands them, ac- 
cepts the proteſtation of his eyes, and conſigns it to her ſoul, 
which carries it with joy to the other world. 


Brutus, 
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Brutus, who ſtands by, makes a third proteſtation, which 
15 of a different form, and will not be accompliſhed but with 
fire and ſword. The countenance you behold in him is not 
his ordinary meen : The language he ſpeaks is new to him, 
and without doubt the Genius of Rome hapening to be pre- 
ſent at this action, appeared to him, and inſpired him to the 
full. Itis from his I1ght this Romans eyes are ardent, and his 
whole face as flaming fire : It 1s with hus ſpirit he 1s poſſeſſed, 
and they are his words which iſſue forth of his mouth. 
VVith one hand he holds the bloody Dagger which he 
bur newly drew forth of Lucrecta's wound, and ſeems to of- 
fer it asa ſacrifice to the Genius that ſpeaks to him; the other 
he lifts to Heaven; and accompanying with his voice and 
fire, the voice and ſmoke of the chaſte blood, which diſtils 
from the fatall Dagger, he vowsto the Gods and his Coun- 
try the ruin of the T arquins, and the extirpation of Soye- 
raignty. 

This new fire ſtayes not with him : it pafles to Yalerins and 
Lucrecius the Father:1t dryes up the tears upon their Cheeks, 
and ſadneſs in their hearts, and inkindles in place thereof an 
anger, which 1s yet but a particular and domeſtick fire, and 
ſuch an one as will ſoon fet Rome and all Iraly in an univer- 
{all lame. T heſe two grave Senators confirm by their ge- 
ſture and countenance the ſame oath which Brutus takes : 
T heir fiery eys and their faces grown young again, by a heat 
unknown to their age, ſwear in the ſame form to extirpate 
the Tarquims. ( ollatin dazled with his attliction and loſs, 
doth not mind what they do ; but when he ſhall return out 
of this amazement, he will mingle his zeal with theirs : And 
all four conſecrating themſelves to liberty and revenge, by 
touching that blood which this woman gathers up, they 
joyntly renewed their vow to Lucrecia's Ghoſt. And Lucre- 


cia will be hereafter, next unto liberty and vertue, their Do- 


meſtick Divinity, and the principall Religion of their Fa- 
mihes. 


SONNET. 
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SWONNET. 


LucrEecia ſpeaks. 


A ELL if ap! know my T ragedy , 1find 

T hat ſtill the fatt 1s freſh in ev'ry mind ; 

T he blood ſtill from me flows, which in Rome's fight 
Repair d my wrong, and waſh'd my honour white. 


Nature admird my gen'rous Death, ſet forth 
In Hiſtory, by Pens of greateſt worth ; 
eAnd to eternize me, each hand that's rare 
{1 Glory's Temffte draws my Pitture faire. 


But all theſe marks of Honour, and of praiſe, 
What do they ſerve me for, ſince now adayes, 
T hey ſlander my diſaſter with the name 
Of Crime, and wrongfully arraign my Fame. 


But thu affront my noble Ghoſt reſents, 


 eAnd tomy Fate her thence-ſprung ſorry vents : 


N ay rather then endure ſo foul a ſtain, 


T in this Pourtrait kill my ſelf again. 


The 
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The Apology andElogy of LUCRECIA. 


5 Peretia complains in theſe verſes of her rigorous uſage, and of 
SS, the charge laid againſt her, to the diſhonor of her Memory. I 
EZZS have ſeen this charge,and the ſentence annex: to it in the Books 
mm bf the City of God : I have been preſent ſometimes at the de- - 
clamations which one of the higheſt and ſtrongeſt Vertues of her Sex is 
wontto make againſt her: And I confeſs , that if ſhe be judged by the 
Chriſtian Rule, and the Laws of the Goſpel, ſhe will be hardly able to 
juſtifie her Innocence. The moſt favourable will be ar leaſt of S. Auſtins 
opinion, and conclude with him, that ſhe neither merited the death ſhe 
gave her ſelt, if ſhe were innocent in her diſhonour , nor the praiſes ſhe 
received, if ſhe were guilty of it. 

Nevertheleſs, were ſhe withdrawn from this ſevere Tribunal ,where no 
Heathen Vertne appears, which is not in danger to be condemned : were 
ſhe to be judged by the Law of her own Country, and by the Religion of 
her time, ſhe will be found one of the chaſteſt Women of her Age, and 
one of the moſt couragious of her Country : Noble and Vertuous Philo- 
ſophy, which ſo often accuſeth her, will abſolve her of her dilaſter,and be 
reconciled to her , and every one will confeſs that her fin is leſs aſcribable 
to her own fault, then to the imperfeRion of the Law, which had ill di- 
rected her, and to the ſcandals of that Religion which had given her but 
bad preſidents. —— | | 

In effe&, the Law of thar Country was then but ſpecious and ſuperti- 
cial, the Moral was only applyed to plaiſter over the exteriour, to imitate 
the countenance and geſtures of Vertue, to make fair masks and hand- 
ſom deluſions : It touched not upon corrupted intentions, it had no Rule 
for inordinate deſires ; and in cale depraved paſsions came nor fo far as 
to ill effe&s, yet it abandoned them to their own fenſe, and permirred cheir 
hearts to enjoy a liberty more then popular : It allowed them an unpu- 
niſhable and unreſtrained freedom. As for the Religion of the Romans, 
which erected Courtiſans into Goddefles, and ſacrificed to Adulterers , ir 
was notto be expected that it ſhould produce Virgins and chaſte Women: 
Therein Lucrecia, even ravifhed Lucrecia was better then the Gods of Rome. 
It was not the love of pleaſure, nor the fear of death which induced her to 
fin, but the love of Honour, and the excelsive fear ſhe had to loſe it : and 
if ſhe were not endowed with the reſolution of Suſanna, who ſunk neither 
under death. nor infamy, it ſuffices to ſay in her excule, that ſhe knew not 
the God of Suſanna : And the miracle would have been too grear, it a Hea-. 
then Woman had equalled one of the higheſt Vertues amongſt the Faith- 
ful, without the Law, and the Graces, which made them lo, 

Let us not forbear then to commend Lycrecia, ſhe is worthy of our 
praiſes. Ancient Rome,which hath been the Nurſe of ſublime natural ver-- 
rues, & of great Pagan Heroes,hath brought forth nothing more high and 


oreat, nothing more gallant and couragious,then Lucrecia, This great City 
Was 
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* was the Exterminatrix of inſolent Kings,and the Mother of the Common- 
wealth: And to bring into the World this famous Maid, who ought to have 
commanded {o many Nations, ſhe opened her own boſom, and procured 
to her ſelf a remarkable and violent death. T herein ſhe was moreglorious 
and worthy of eſteem then the Mother of the fir{t (ſar, whole belly was 
ript up to make way for the Uſurper, whom ſhe bore in her womb. The 
outragious Villain who offered violence to her Honour, did not diſhonor 
her : Honour ſtuck cloſe to Vertue, and Vertue cannot be torn our of the 
hearr, it mult fall of it ſelf. Being unable with her ſingle hands to reſiſt 
armed Force, ſhe repelled it with her minde; and her ſoul raiſed it ſelf as 
much as it could, not to be ſtained with the 1mpurity which defiled her 
body. Beſides, ſhe was willing to cleanſe it with her blood : and the zeal 
of her Modeſty was ſo great, as ſhe puniſhed upon her ſelt the unclean- 


neſs which another had committed. 


Mp 


MOR AL REFLECTION. 


OU who fee Lucrecia dying in this PiEture, take heed leſt her blood 
{4 fall upon you, and pur you tothe bluſh , if you be a leſs chaſte 
Chriſtian,then ſhe was a chaſte idolatreſs. And if you be pure in that point, 
and poſſes the prime Vertues of your Sex;remember that a chaſte Woman 
is bur an initiated Chriſtian, and thar it is no great praiſe to you to be un- 
derthe Law of a Virgin-born and a Virgin-God, what ſo many other 
have been under laſcivious Gods, and adulrerous Goddefles. But if your 
Honour be humble and modeſt , if your Chaſtity be ſweet, charitable,and 
religious ; if you be numbred amongſt the induſtrious and prudent Vir- 
gins ; if you liſten to the Bridegroom with patience , and with a Lamp 
lighted in your hand if you be ſtrong in the ſtrength of Chriſtianity, all 
Ancient Rome, whether of your Sex or ours, was enducd with leſs Forti- 
tude then your ſelves : And you do not only take away the honour from 
Lucrecia , but you take it allo from the Cornelia's, the Panthea's, and the 
Area's , you take it from all the Vertues of the Republick and Empire. 


D——— 


on ms ——_—_ 


ab} 


Whether ( haſtity belongs to the Honour of Heroeſſes and great 
Ladies 


Have ſeen the diſcourſe of Taſſus, concerning the vertue of Ladies : 

I and [ underſtand very well the difference that he places berweeen the 
| honour of Women, and that of Heroefles : But | very well diſcern to 
what his diſcourſe doth tend : And I am not ignorant of his ſickneſs 


cauſed by the Princeſs Eleonara of Efte. Surely it he were upon his oath, 
where 
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where he could not be heard by the Princeſs Eleonara, he would give the 
lie to his own book, and ſtand for the received truth. And it by preoccu- 
pation or intereſt -one hagle licentious and ſcandalous word happen to 
eſcape him , his Sophronia, Glormda, and ou wonld depart our of his 
Jeruſalem to declare againſt him, and would by torce'of Arms conſtrain him 
to retradt this word of fcandal; arid to condemn his - Ermunia and Armida. 
Bur whether he harh been the Author of this novelty,which gives lo il} ex- 
ample, whether he had learnt it by tradition, or whether the Philoſophers 
of his Country have made a-myſterie of ir; certainly it ought not to pre- 
vail againſt common Morality. . And Ladies would be ill adviled to re- 
-nouncethe belief of their Sex, and relinquiſh the-Doctrine which Nature 
-her ſelf hach- taught them, to follow the opinioniof an intereſted Inno- 

 -wvator, of an amarous and pretending Poet, who ſoughtro accommodate 
Philoſophy to his paſsion, and draw advantage from the-noveky-et his 
erroneous Doctrine. GS, 
\- They muſt chen keep themſelves to that Morality which all Nations 
and Ages have rcceived , and believe generally and without exception 
chat chaſtiry is an eſſential part appertaining tothe honor of their whole 
Sex. Why ſhould Heroeſſes be exempt from it ? why ſhould impuricy-be 
-permitted thoſe that art born in PaHaces and under Crowns ? Is itthat 
hey arc'of a third Sex. and of another Species ? ls itthat deformity and de- 
-- ifpAts Wrer nature under cloth of Gold ? And is it that great Fortunes are 
" !ſoefficacious and luminous, as they purifie vice, and giveluſtre and grace 
te ſin +:-lurcly it- would be very ſtrange, if our of the ordures and infection 
of petty Bourgers houſes,gold and perfumes ſhquld be made in Pallaces,if 
tattered garments, which would diſcredit the wife of a mean ſhopkeeper 
ſhould adorn a Princeſs, If thedirt of the hands and feet ſhould become 
4 Paint and Ornament of the head , if ſpots which appear unſcemly in a 
little Srar ſhould not be ſo in a great Planer : This would beto relapſe into 
'the error of the Ancient Idolaters, who ſung Hymns co their adulterous 
Gods, and puniſhed -their ſervants for the ſame crimes : who adored in 
Ppublike'debauched.-and pratling Goddeſles, and art home preached chaſtiry 
to their wives and daughters. | 
I add hereunto,that by the right of Nature, and by the Order eſtabliſhed 
in the world;Greatneſs andNob1lity have a particular obligation co purity. 
The nobleſt ſpirits and the moſt elevated Intelligences, are, it 4 may lay 4 
the pureſt Virgins, and the freeſt from the ſtaines of matter. The Planers, 
"who areithe Peers and Nobles of the corporeal world, have the advantage 
4n point of purity, as well as in that of Greatneſs and Nobility. And not 
only fire, which is the ſuperior Element, is purer then the reſt ; bur ic is allo 
more purifying,and a more declared enemy to whatever defileth. By the 
ſame reaſon gold and ſilver, which are the Soveraign Merttals, are eſteemed 
for their purity ; And the ſame purity gives a value to Pearls and precious 
Stones, which are, as a gallant perfon ſaid, the:Majcſty of abbreviated 
Nature. Regulation oblerved with ſo hanſome order, andf63jafta diſpo- 
faion of things, is to Princeſles and great -__—— of: putiry o_ 
TFH. B they 
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they have found in their birth. It cannot be more lawful for them to diſ- 
pence with it by the moral Doctrine of Taſſus, then it can be permitted by 
the Philoſophy of Chymicks , that either Gold ſhould be mixt withBraſs, 
or Diamonds be blemiſhe with Flaws. 

Moreover,if Chaſtity be.a natural Ornament, and an eaſe attire withour 
art, which 1s proper and peculiar to the ſecond Sex, | ſee not why it ſhould 
lets appertain to the condition of Heyoeſſes, then thoſe fancied Ornaments, 
and luch cumberſome rich Dreſles,in which they are ſo curious. It would 
be very ſtrange that they who might not decently apparel themſelves in 
courie cloth, might yet appear decently without the robe of chaſtity, and 
that nature had made for them the whitenels of Pearls and the fire of Di- 
amond-, and for others the whiteneſs of chaſtity, and the fire of modeſty. 
And afluredlyNature hath nor given them lo many Beauties, nor imprint- 
ed in them lo lively lights, which we ordinarily obſerve in them, to the 
end*®thele Beauties ſhould be prophaned, and thele lights obſcured ; and 
that by their prophanation and ſtaines they ſhould ſcandalize ſuch as be- 
hold chem. She is too jealous of lo excellent things : The exact curioſities 
wherewith ſhe hath ranked them, the care ſhe hath had ro preſerve them 
for the pureſt part of the world, are marks viſtble enough of whart ſhe ex- 
pects from great Ladies,to whom ſhe uſes to be lo liberal oi ſuch treaſures. 

And if modeſty be an Ornament proper to their quality as well as to 
their Sex, it cannot be denyed, but the contrary vice is by the ſame reaſon 
a ſtain to them both, nay a ſtain ſo much the baſer, as the ſubje& upon 
which it fals is of a higher birch, or of a moce elevated fortune. And therein 
net to diſpleale the Miſes, whom | reſpe&t, and Prefie, which i honor , their 
Taſſus ſeems ro me ridiculous, tor permitting that to 1!]uſtrious Ladies, 
which he permirs not to ordinary Dames. He might have maintained with 
as much reaſon , thar fcabs are noilome on the teet , and not ori the face; 
thar dit which ſpoils linnen or courſe Cloth, gives luſtre to Silk or Scar- 
ler; and that dete&ts, which would diſgrace a figure of clay, would not do 
the like to one of Ivory Was he lo poileſſed with his Love,or ſo troubled 
with Melancholy, as he had forgotten that great Perſons may not have 
ſmall imperfections, and that the leaſt defects disfagure the faireſt works ? 
Harh he never obſerved that all che deietions of the Moon are numbred ? . 
That there happens no Ecclyple ro her which cauſeth not all Hiſtorians to 
_ of ic? That the ſpots and detections of the Sun, though they be only 
uch in appearance, are yet ill interpreced by the world ? And if he had ob- 
ſerved all this, in whar ſenſe, to what end, and with what colour could he 
write, that thoſe Heroick perſons, of whom he ſpeaks, might loſe their 
faireſt lower,and receive no diſhonor by ir. | 

Nay more, publike honeſty here joyn: it ſelf with the honor of parti - 
cular perſons againſt this fair Morality, of Tafſus. Impurity is not only 
more lordid and of a worle odour in theſe eminent perſons, but more con- 
tagious,and of more dangerous conſequence. Ill example, and an infe&i- 
ous air is alwayes to be feared from what part ſoever it comes , and what 
wind ſoever moves it. But it hath a more fubtile poyſon,and a more pene- 

crating 
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trating malignity, when ip iſſues from great Houſes , when it is breathed 
forth by a mouth of Auchoriry, when it is carried in garments of filk and 
oold. Andifin theſe times Princeſles, and ſuch as approach neer to their 
degree,had declared themſelves for the ill Doctrine of Taſſus, the very nexc 
day all other women would believe that it concerned their honour to be 
Gallants. And the licentiouſneſs of Ladies would be brought in faſhion, 
as well as their Apparell and Dreſſes. : 
It will nothing avail co oppoſe hereunto the example of Semiramis , of 
( leopatra, and of other Princeſſes who have been couragious, magnificent, 
learged and expert, and yet have not been very chaſte. | have ſaid already, 
that this ſtain was ſo much the baſer,as being placed upon a more precious 
matter, and wrought with more art. And if the integrity of Cato the Senſor 
and drunkard could not juſtity drunkenneſs; I ſee not how. the inconti- 
nence of Ladies will be juſtified by the valour of victorious and un- 
chaſte Semiramss, or by the ipirit and generoſity of the knowing and licen- 
tious, the magnanimous and debauched ( leopatra. Surely it is great pitty 
that ſo many Vertues have been ſo ill lodg'd, and with ſo bad company. 
And lincethe Holy Ghoſt hath compared fair women who are nor wile, 
, to Sowe's adorned with bracelers of gold : fince a Philoſopher hath ſaid, 
that fairignorant perlons were veſlels of Allabraſter fill'd with vineger, we 
may allo ſay by the ſame realon thatthele magnanimous, debauched, and 
thele learned, licentious women were full fraught veſſels, and loaden with 
dirt,magnificent Pallaces,and infected with Ordure and unwholſome air ; 
coſtly Monuments,and filled with putrifaftion. And therefore we muſt 
cancluide; that modeſty is a vertue neceſſary for Heroeſſes, AnJ that great 
Ladies have more intereſt in its conſervation, then thoſe' that are inferior 
tro them both in birth and fortune. The diſcourſe by which Taſſus en- 
deayors to prove the contrary,is ſcandalous : And if I might be credited, he 
-, would be condemned by the exprels ſentence of all Ladies ; And his Au- 
thor, would be baniſhed our of all Clolets,and Chambers ,asPoetrs his pre- 
deceſfiors were heretofore out of the Commonwealth of Plato. 


EXAMPLE. 
Gondeberga of France, Queen of Lumbardy. 


"T' Here are not only good reaſons to alledge againſt the bad doctrine ot 

1 Taſſs, bur whole Volumes of examples to oppole againſt him : 

And for two or three licentious women, who have diſhonoured No- 

bility, and diſparaged the Graces, Hiſtorie might ſend Heroeſſes in Troops, 

who have been chaſte and magnanimous , who have had the fame degree 
of courage and modeſty, and have conſerved the tinQure of purity in the. 

ſplendor of a ſoveraign Fortune. 
| Heave all the fabulous ones which are created by Poets, and nouriſhed 
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by che Compoſers of Romances. I leave even the true ones which are too 
far-ferch'd, and appertain to forraign Hiſtory ; and it ſarisfies me to pro- 
duce a French woman, who hath been more chaſte and valiant then Ly- 
crecia, and will no leſs couragiouſly defend the honour of Ladies ; though 
I do not expoſe her with a ſword in her hand, nor repreſent her prepared 
ro commit a murther. 

Gondeberga, a Princels of the blood of France, and neer allyed to King 
Dagobert, was born with all the Graces and Advantages ſhe could receive 
from Nature. Her Nobility was of a Race which had this quality of the 
Pome-Granad-1 ree, that it bears no head that is not crowned , and full of 
Heroick ſpirits. Her beauty was ſoveraign by right of Nature,which reigns 
without ſtrong holds and Armics. Her wit and courage might have made 
- a Conqueror, if it had been placed in another Sex. Nevertheleſs it was a 
courage withour cruelty ; ir was a wit tempered with iweernels and force : 
And as for her vertue, it was ſo pure, and of ſo good odour, as it pene- 
trated all her actions, and left no parc of her life, upon which detraction it 
ſelf could colourably taſten an untruth. 

Being advantaged by this natural endowment, which was more to be 
eſteemed then all the Crowns Fortune could give her, ſhe was eſpouſed ro 
Arioldus King of Lumbardy. The firſt years of her marriage were happy and 
peaceable, either by her carriage, which was pleaſing and dexterous, or by 
the power of her vertue, which wrought ſucceſsfully upon Arioldiw's heart, 
and diſpoſed him ſweetly to contribute his eſteem and complacences to 
this domeſtick feliciry. Nevertheleſs as there be Serpents which are natu- 
rally enemies to fair Flowers; and as Dogs do nor bark againſt the Moon 
but when ſhe is perfect, and potteſſes all her light; ſo there be jealous 
Devils who have a particular ſpice againſt plcaſing'and illuſtrious vertues : 
and it was one of thele internal Spirits who impoyſoned the mind of Ari 
oldus, and changed the happy tate of Gondeberga. | 

' She had in her ſervice a young Lord, native of Lumbardy, named Ada- 
 lfus, a perſon of a gracetull aſpect, and full of courage ; who beſides his 
exteriour gallantry, had allo that which was uſeful and ſerviceable in the 
Field. Bur as the moſt part of Court Vertues, to qualifie them rightly, are 
bur ſportive, and painted Vertues ; but poor ones, which act the part of 
Queens, and deformed ones with fair masks : ſo this gracefull meen, and 
great courage of Adalulfus, covered a dangerous pride; and an ex- 
tream preſumption lay hid'under this Gallantry. Nevertheleſs, whether 
theſe defects were covered over with ſo curious a plaiſter,and {o artificially 
applyed, as nothing of it appeared to the eyes of the Queen, whether ſhe 
ſuſpected it to proceed rather our of Youth then any formed malice,or that 
ſhe really believed that vertues did loſe nothing of their grace in the com. 
pany of vices, ſhe did not forbear to have a ſingular eſteem of him, and to 
reſerve thoſe favours and kindneſles for him, which ſhe had for no body 
elſe. 

Theſe favours indeed were very innocent and pure : and there was no- 
thing undecent and' immodeft in' theſe kindnefles. But diſcretion was 
wanting : 
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wanting': andiGondeberga ſhould not have truſted ſo much to her inno- 
cetice,and the purity of her intentions,as not to remember,that there is no- 
thing lo pure, which may not be-impurely interpreted; and that eventhe ſpi- 
rir of Roſes, innocent as 1t is, ſerves for matter of poylon to Spiders. Moreo- 
ver there are ſome men ſo vain, and ſo well per[waded of their own merit, 
as they cannor believethat a woman, what preſervatives ſoever ſhe ma 
carry about her, and with what Vertues {oever ſhe is guarded, can Jook 
upon them without forfeiring her liberty ar firſt ſight, and her reaſon ar the 
ſecond. And the extravagancy of ſome proceeds lo' far, as to perſwade 
themſelves, almoſt with the good man of the Comedy,that the Dog-daies, 
and'the Southern wind, which cauſe Feavors, are leſs dangerous to woe 
rtien then their preſence. 

Atalulfus was one of theſe good people; he calily believed that the 
eſteem which Gondeberga ex refſe towards him, proceeded from paſion.. 
He took her civilities and favours for coloured Courtſhips, and fore-run- 
ners of a' vanquiſhed Chaſtity, which was willing to be ſummoned, ro 
the end it might ſurrender with Ceremony, and according to the forms of 
War. Adding temeriry to this Viſion, he had the intpatea to ſpeak to 
her of Love, and to violate Majeſty by the impurity of his mouth, and 
by the blaſphemies of a ſacrilegious ſoliciration. Gondeberga, who was one 
of thoſe generous Ladies,who are not to be rouched without puniſhment, 
and who have thorns of Roſes, as well as their Graces & Bluſhes,remain- 
ing awhile without making any reply, either becauſe ſhe feared to _—_ 
tute her voice and ſoul to theears of this infamous perſon, or thar ſhe de- 
liberated'on the puniſhment of his Audacity , ſhe heddenly roſe up, and 
without other anſwer, ſpit in his face at her departure. 

'expe& indeed thar gentle (pirits will not approve this quickneſs , and 
that they will alledge againſt her the addreſs & moderation of the wiſe and 
vertuous Irfanta, who puniſhed with'a profitable and honourable diſmil- 
ſion- that lunatick Spaniard, who had diſcovered his love co her. Bur fure- 
ly the boldneſs of the Lumbard, who violated the ſanRtiry of a Crown, 
which came neer to Sacriledge, was another kind of folly, then thar of the 
Spaniard, which related more to his head then heart : who was reſpe&- 
fullland modeſt : And palsing no farther then to Congies and Grimaces, 
might be ſatisfied wich wind and ſmoke. Let not the Stoicks and their Pa- 
radoxes take offence at it, all fools are not of the ſame ſtamp, nor will be 
treated in the ſame manner. And if mildneſs were ſcafonably uſed by the 
Princeſs of Spain towards a melancholy Innocent, who diſcourſed riot of 
his folly, but to windows, and only expreſſed himſelf by his guittar in his | 
Serenades. The ſeverity was noleſs opportune, which the French Lady ex- 
erciſed on a furious perſon, who had need of chains. 

However it were, Adalulfus equally confounded, and irritated by the af- 
front he conceived to have 'been offered him by Gondeberga, retired, with 
ſhame upon his face, and poyſon in his heart. He likewiſe deferred not 
long the vomiting it forth, and what he vented, troubled all Lumbardy, 
and diſperſed'its bad odour as far as France, He repreſented to himſelf, that 
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in affairs of this nature one ought notto be fearfully wicked,and by. balfes; 
that bold and conſummated Crimes were the moſt ſuccelstul , and that 
ſince the King could not fail to be advertiſed of what had happened, 
it were good to begin firſt , and turn the ſtorm upon the head of 
Gondeber 9a. LL 

| Being fortified by this reſolution, and his natural Audacity, he preſented 
himlelt before the King with the face of an Impoſtor, and a countenance 
verſed in the art of dilsimulation and lying. © He began by a counterfeit 
« griet & jalle regrets: He complains of the harſhnels of a new duty,which 
«changeth the duries of his condition, and offers violence to his honor. 
«* He calls that necelsity, cruel , and unfortunate, which enforces him to 
*© become an informer againſt a perſon , who was lacred to him, and for 
«* whom he would have expoſed a thouſand lives. And after a tedious 
« intricacy of many confuſed words, by deſign and craft , it fell from his 
* mouth, that he had diſcovered a ſtrange practice berween the Queen and 
* Taſon, Governor of Tiſcany : That the end of this practice was to poiſon 
* the King, and torale Taſon to his Bed and Throne: T hart there remained 
* nothing bur a hit conjunEture to execute this deſign. And that if an efh- 
© cacious and couragious prudence were not oppolſcd to ſo prelsing a mil- 
«* chief, and which hung already over his head, it is to be feared that his 
 *(elay and circumſpection might prove faral ro him ; And that a moment 
* of timeill managed, might draw, together with his death, a general ruin 
© upon the State. 

Arioldus atfrighted with ſo ſtrange a relation, and a danger fo little ex- 
pected, remained ſpeechleſs forayhile : And his mind perplexed with 
the confuſion of wandringthoughts, and ballanced between belief and 
doubt, knows not what reſolution to take. His thoughts being fixed at 
laſt upon the teſtimony of Adalulfus, the conteſtation was great in his heart 
berween a Husband and a King, between Love and Fear : And theſe pieces 
being lo neer to him,and io contrary in themſelves, he neither preſented to 
his mind an expedient, whereby he might reconcile them, nor any conl1- 
derable realon upon which he might juſtly give ſentence for either. Art laſt 
he ſubmitred to fear, and declared for the King, upon whole conſervation 
the Husbanddepended: Andbeing perlwaded,thar in dangers of this nature 
diſtruſt brings lafery, and to be credulous is the part of a wiſe man ; with- 
out deferring the bulſinels till the nextmorning,on the ſame day he ſecured 
the Queen,and cauled her to be carried to the Caſtle of Amello, where during 
the ſpace of three years ſhe had commerce with no perſon whatſoever : 
And light it {elf beheld her only by intervals and ſtealth. 

T he wile Princeſs patiently did acquieſce to the will of the King her 
Husband ; And endured this civil death with a conſtancy, which ſhewed 
cleerly thatthere was ſomething in her more noble then her blood, and 
more Soveraign then her Crown. This trial, though harſh and painful, 
proved not unprofitable to her. It gained her the conſummation, and the 
laſt purity of vertue : And when God perceived this laſt purity, and this 
compleatment , which forms great Examples and Heroick models , he 

cauled 
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cauſed a deliverer to come from this ſide the Alpes, who took her out of 
priſon, and replaced her with honor upon her Throne. 

Dazobert advertiſed of this unjuſt Treatment, and contrary to the Arti- 
cles which the King of Lumbardy had enfted into concerning his Neece, 
ſends an Embaſsic to him to complain of theinjury , and ro require the 
juſtification of the priſoner: Anſelot, ro whom the Commilsion 1s given, 
diſcharges it couragiouſly, and with words of authority which ſavored 
more of command then Remonſtrance. ** He repreſented to him that the 
« blood of France had been till then pure, and held in veneration : That 
«it hath never been yet known that one fingle drop of it was ever ſtained. 
* | har the King his maſter could nor perſwade himſelf, that it had begun 
* by his Neece to loſeirs luſtre and become corrupt; that it concerned 
* his honor and duty to juſtifie her: That to this end he had lent a 
* Champion to fight with the Informer. And that if Arioldus refuſed to 
«* grant the Combar according to juſtice and cuſtome ; he would come in 
«< >er{03ic ablolve his Neece with a hundred thouſand men, and inkindle 
*1o greata fre at the gate of her priſon , that all Lumbardy ſhould teel the 
« {mo«e of it. 

Ariclaus having afſented to the Combat for the deciſion of this affair, 
Arivert the Queens Couſin threw down his Pledge, and it was taken up 
by Adalulfus, who judged ic more fate ro commit his life and honor to the 
fortune of Arms, which mighr prove favorable to him, then to abandon 
them both to a certain loſs by an anticipated Declaration. Adalul;us was 
indeed both dexterous and valiant : Bur there is no Addreſs againſt the 
providence 0: God; There is no valour which ſinks not under hs juſtice. 
He was overcome and puniſhed by death, after a publike confeſsion of his 
impeitre. And Goda was re-eſtabliſhed with the general Applauſe 
of ali {.wnbardy which had deplored her misfortune,and ſtill conſerved for 
her,its good zffections and ſuffrage. | 

This Hiſtory doth not only ſpeak in favour of the chaſtity of Heroeſſes, 
and defends it againſt the ſcandalous Morality of Taſſus: But one may allo 
diaw other lights from thence, which are no leſs inſtructive, nor [ef uſe- 
full forthe direction of Ladies. Firſt, this ſo pure affetion of Gondeberga 
towards Ada'ulfus, ought to teach our malicious Criticks , that very ofren 
whar they find of ill Odour in particular aftions,proceeds trom the depra- 
ved diſpofition of their own brains; That they take ſometimes Stars for 
Comets, and thatthey ſuſpe& impurity and corruption even in thole 
friendſhips, where there is nothing bur a pure ſpirit,a moſt pure light and a 
fire looſned from matter. 

Bur it is nor enough for Amities to be pure and innocent, they ought 
to be conliderate and reſerved , and muſt take heed of making indiſcreet 
advances. Raſh and preſumpruous Adalulf's are to be found every where, 
who have alwayes prepared matter to inkindle a fire our of the leaſt ſparks 
of affection which are diſcovered to them. And what moſt imports, is,that 
they cannor be latisfied with a ſecre: remerity,and an interior preſumption. 
They become confident by their imaginary conqueſts. They dream of fa- 

Vors 
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vors and fortunes, and divulge them when they are awake. They counter- 
feir Alignations,and forge Letters; And theſe counterfeit Aſsignations are 
followed by real quarrels : Thygſc torged Letters inkindle fire in Families, 
and blaſt the beſt Fames , and the moſt innocent lives , ſurely ſuch muſt 
needs be incorrigible who cannot be converted by ſo many examples. And 
_ though the ſacred ſcripture forbids us to lament an Inchanter, who ſuf- 
fers himſelf ro be ſtung by a Serpent which he himſelf hath charmed, 
yet is he more to bedeplored then a woman who confides in ſo deceipt- 
full a faith as that of men , and hazards her reputation upon oaths which 
have been ſo often broken. 

In fine,misbelieving Chriſtians and baptized Epicures will learn from 
the double revolution of this Tragedy, that although truth and juſtice do 
not viſibly intervenein all a&tions which are repreſented upon theTheatre 
of this world , yet we cannot ſay that they ſleep behind the Scene, or re- 
main there idle. They ſuffer there indeed ſhy Noo and diſorder for a time, 
bur ir is not a perpetual confuſion,nor a diſorder without art. And this arr 
cannot appear till the concluſion, to which they by deſign reſerve the deli- 


ycrance of Innocence, and the puniſhment of Calumny. 
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SEQ Aveaneyeand hand upon your Horſes, gene- 
£59 rous Fugitives : The River where you pals is 
rapid and full of danger : and though 1t be of 
your party, and a Roman lke you, yet one 
may fear that it approves not of your flight : 
and that it carryes you away to Sea, inſtead of bringing you 
back to Rome. But | may cry out with open mouth,and with 
al! my ſtrength, yet cannot be heard. It1s impoſſible for my 
voice to reach them amidit the confuſed clamors, and the 
preſsing outcryes of a whole Camp purſuing them. The 
rumult as you ſee 18 great upon the ſhore, The whole Army 
near upon have quit their Tents : you would ſay that the 
ſignal 1s but now given either for a barrel, or a general aſſault; 
and this tumultuary Sally, and with ſo much noiſe,” 1s only 
defign'd to apprehend nine or ten Maids vyho are fled from 
thence. 

Do not believe that this accident 1s a prank of the Devil, 
who cauſeth panick fears : much leſs is it to be taken for a 
gamecof Fortune, of this inſolent and fantaſtical Sportreſs, 
who often raiſes theſe fears in the greateſt Kings and Ar- 
mites. It is a myſterie of Romes Genius : It 15 a ſerious preſage 
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of her future Empire, and a certain forerunner of the Vi- 
ories which are ordained her: For it is fit to inform you 
where you are, and to render you an account of the ſpectacle 
which begets your aſtoniſhment. 

This River 1s Tyber the nurſe of Rome. It 1s not yet adored 
by other Kvers,and acknowledged by all Seas. Ir is not yet 
crowned with 1 r1umphant Arcks, Obelisks and Amphithe- 
aters,as one day 1t will be: And nothing but initiated Towers 
and imperfect V Valls appear upon its Banks , which are as 
 1t were the {wath-bands of the yet Infant Republike. Mean- 
whule it rolls along gravely and with pomp : And as if 1t 
were already ſenſible of its future glory , you would fay that 
it doth accuſtome it {elf betimes to the Roman dignity, and 
the Majeſty of the Empure. 

As for theſe « M aids who ſo boldly and with ſo much 
danger pals 1t over, are of the chief Families of Rome,and the 
Companions of Clzha. The Senate had delivered themup for 
Hoſtages of the I reaty made with Porcena, who but yeſter- 
day kept the City beſieged, and endeavored to replace the 
T7 arquins.But being perſwaded by ([zha that their detention 
was an impriſonment {weetned by ſpecious terms, and by 
forms unknown both to their Sex and Age, and that in other 
reſpects it ſtood not with their honor nor the dignity of the 
Commonwealth to ſuffer ſo fair a portion of Rome to be led 
Captive into Tuſcany, they made an eſcape out of the Camp 
by confederacy : And behold them croſsing Tyber with a 
boldneſs, which will compleat the liberty of their Country, 
and be recompenced with Elogies and Statues. 

The noiſe of 1t 1s great, and the aſtoniſhment general 
through the whole Camp of Porcena. He came himſelf to 
the Sea ſide to be a ſpectator of his ſecond defeat, and of the 
diſorder in his Army. Thelofs of a battel would have leſs 
weakned him then this bold Act which afſaulted his reputa- 
tion, and overcame him without effuſion of blood. T he at- 
tempt of Mucins, who lately undertook to kill him 1p the 
mudiſt of his Camp, had apparently left him more courage 
and hope to overcome the fortune of Rome, and to humble 


the pride of the Romans. | He 
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 Hereſented indeed this adventure, wherein he ſaw all his 
deſignes ruin'd and his reputation loft, But he reſents it ge- 
nerouſly and like a King : His aſtoniſhment was not bar- 
barous and ſtupid : He was not one of thoſe unjuſt perſons, 
who can only eſteem ſuch Vertues, as are their ſtipendia. 
ries, and wear their Liveries. He looks with reſpe& upon 
the preſages of the growing Monarchy: And though he hath 
taken upon him a ſuperficiall and exteriour anger to fatisfie 
his irritated people, and to contribute ſomething to the vio- 
lated Treaty ; yetinteriourly, and in his heart he applauded 
this boldneſs, and ſubmitted the Tuſcan Fortune to the Ro- 
mane. He will preſently make a greater noiſe, and ſend De- 
uties. to the Senate to complain of the breach of F aith by the 
om, and to require reſtitution of them, But he will 
only reſtrain his anger till their return : And changing His 
part as ſoon as he {hall have them in his power, he will con- 
vert his Complaints into Praiſes, He himſelf will compoſe an 
Elogy of (lzha, and ſeriouſly,and with a ſolid rel crown 
the ſame Vertue which he menaceth with hts countenance. 
The Soldiers who went diforderly out of their Tents, ren- 
der not ſo much Honor to his Vertue*nor look upon it with 
ſo reſpetfull and peaceable an eye. T he alteration appears as 
extream in their ſpirits : and their 1indiſcreet and tumultu- 
ous anger clearly demonſtrates,that in Armies, ſound judge- 
ment 15 not common, and reaſon reſides ordinarily all in the 
Generall. Caſt your eyes in this occaſion upon theſe who 
are as immovable, as if this adventure had charmed them: 
You would take them for armed Statues, or for Gyants that 
ſleep ſtanding, and with open eyes. They have likewiſe but 
an uncertain and confuſed ſight, and the leaſt amazed 
amongſt them cannot ſay,whether he ſees what 1s done, or 
whether he dreams. Behold others who ſtretch forth and 
 Nir their arms,as if theyhad wings,and were to flie after theſe 
Maids. But whatever hath been ſaid of [carus, they will not 
riſe up from the ground with their arms; and their whole 
flight being meerly imaginary, nothing but their reproaches 
and imprecations will paſs the River,” 'The arrows of theſe 


Ee. Archers 
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Archers are much more to befeared by Clzha and her Com- 
pantions : I hey have iron teeth and reall wings; they can 
flye faſter,and wound more dangerouſly then the reproaches 
and imprecations of the reſt. Behold the ſtraining of ſome 
in 7B their Bows, and the ſtrength of others in diſ- 
charging their Arrows. Letus cry out to them to ſpare in- 
nocent and diſarmed Beauties, and not to offer violence un- 
'toa Sex for which V Var and Barbarity it ſelf hath reſpect; 
to pardon at leaſt the Graces of Rome, 1f they will not honor 
its Vertues, and ſubnut to its Fortune. But by no means, let 
them alone ; their Arrows will be more humane and diſcreet 
then themſelves ; they will better underſtand the rights of 
their Sex, and the common reſpects which are due to them. 
The noiſe they make 1n the ayr, 1s as 1t were a complaint of 
the violence which hath been offered them : Y ou would not 
take them forCourriers ſent after theſe Fugitives;you would 
take them for other Fugitives, who ſave themſelves after the 
firſt. Some fall down at (zha's teet, others ſink before her 
Companions, and all theſe Arrows plunging themſelves in 
the River, aſſure them by their fall that they come not to 
hurt them. Y | 
Meanwhile the couragious Damſels recover the other 
ſhore, where Glory and the Genius of the Republike expects 
them. Clzlia, who inſtigated them, 1s ſtill their guide, and 
advances firſt upon a Horſe generous by Nature , and pro- 
bably proud with the Beauty and Nobleneſs of his - 
then. T hat other ſo famous Beaſt upon which Europa croſ- 
{ed the Sea of Creete, was leſs ſtately, and ſwam leſs gallantly, 
and with leſs pomp. See how he manages his feet in mea- 
ſure and cadence, and how his lofty head ſalutes afar off the 
Towers of Kome. Surely he would merit to be conſecrated, 
as well as the ſhe V Volf, which was Nurſe to the Founders 
_ of the City. And the Senate will appoint him art leaſt a Statue, 
and cauſe her memory to be kept in Marble. 
She that governs him 1s as little affrighted with the Ar- 
rows, as with the cryes and reproaches which follow her. 
Fierceneſs 1s beautifull, and boldneſs pleaſing on her Face. 


There 
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There is ſomething, I know not what, that's Noble and Ma- 
jeſticall about her, which reſembles Soveraignty. And were 
ſhe armed, one would imagine that it vvere Victory her {elf 
which abandons the Tuſcans, and is going to render her ſelf to 
the Romans. Her Companions follow her vvith a bold and 
reſolute cheerfulneſs : The vveakeſt are mounted two by 
two upon their Horſe ; the reſt hold by their Tayles, and 
{wim the beſt they are able. They have all an equall confi- 
dence; and the fire yyhich 1flues forth of their eyes, and 
addes ſomething, I know not vvhat,of ſplendor to the flerce- 
neſs of their looks, clearly ſhews that they are very pure Ro- 
man vyomen, and that their hearts are full of the blood and 
ſpirit of the Republike. The vvaves becomming ſmooth 
under their bodies, carry them vvith reſpect and delight. Ir 
ſeems that ſome Soveraign Genius , and full of Authority is 
come opportunely to keep them in awe : Andif ſome of 
them riſe above the reſt, they do it vvith ſo much modeſty,as 
g1ves occaſion to believe, that it 1s only to applaud this Ad- 
venture, and to teſtifie their joy, | 
The God of the River comes forth in perſon to be a ſpecta- 
tor, and to partake of the hopes of Rome, and of the preſage 
of her Victories. Behold him Crowned vvith branches of 
Corral, and Encompaſled with Reeds, vvho exprefles his 
aſtoniſhment by his action. Tears of joy trickle down from 
his eyes, vvhich are mingled vvith the vvater vyhich fals 
from his Hair and Beard. Horacius vvas lately received by 
him vvith leſs gladneſs, when he caſt himſelf between his 
Arms after the fall of the Eridge, vvhich had been ſo brave- 
ly and couragiouſly defended by him. And his hands lifted 
up to Heaven, ſeem to thank the Gods for.having allyed him 
to a Republike, whole Daughters triumph over Kings, and 


know how to vanquith Armies without fighting, 
. 


SONNET. 
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SONNET. 


Crzr1a ſpeaks. 


(” Lzlia eſcapes, ſhe to the ſhore ts nigh, 
The Fortune of great Rome do's with her fly : 
Before a ( amp, whoſe ſhafts purſue her Joe : 


Her heart, to brave them, mounts into her face. 


T1 yber mwuites her from his ( hannel's fade, 
Hyu waters under her do gent ly glide, 

eA nd, while ſhe ſwims triumphantly, do even 
Shine with ber beauties like a ſpangled Heaven. 


You beauteous Fugitives, depofe all feare 

Of meeting Death ; theſe ſhafts m their careere 
Stop to reſpett you ; and theſe waters ſhow 

Your fires conſume them, they are ſunk ſo low. 


But ſet theſe ( harmes apart, yet were't in vain 
{o think you ere could periſh : You obtain 
From V 1gnon's Pencil an entivening breath, 


eA nd what he quickens,ts exempt from Death. 
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Elogy of (ha. 


' He Republike was but newly born when ſhe was attaqued in 
Ng; Se her cradle by the Targquins, and befteged by their Allies. Mucius a 
F2<Y yong Roman,ambitious to ſer her ar liberty,encred in a diſguiſed 

habir into their Camp, and attempted upon the life of Porcenna ; 

The blow and death he carried, having by a happy miſtake forthe King 

lighted upon his Secretary ; The inraged Roman puniſhed his hand for 

the error of his eyes; And in the (ight of Porcenna and his People he burnt 

It with the fire of the Altar which was there prepared for a ſacrifice. There- 

by he gave them a ſecond aftoniſhmenr, far greater then the firſt, and at- 

frighted them more with the puniſhment he inflicted upon himlelt, then 
he had done by his bold attempt, Porcenna deſpairing of taking the City 
from whence as many Gladiators might ſally forth againſt him, as there 
were young men whoſe blood and courage the burnt hand of Muctus 
might inflame,ſent Propoſitions of peace to the Senate, which entertained 
them and offered him the children of the chiet Families of Rome for 

Hoſtages of their Faith. The Treaty was concluded, and the Hoſtages ac- 

cepted :./Porcenna withdrew his Army from the City, and being incamped 

along the 1yber , made way for the adventure repreſented in this Picture, 

T he Hoſtages followed the Camp, and each of them was religiouſly 
obſerved, and as an Article of Peace. (lelia was particularly confidered, 
both in regard of her birth and gracefull behaviour,and the courage which 
appeared in her looks. This Virgin, who knew not how to diſtinguiſh 
berween an Hoſtage and a priſoner, and who had only learned hitherto to 
be tree and Chaſte, not accounting her Chaſtity very ſecure in a Camp al- 
lied to the Raviſher of Lucrecia, preached honor and liberty to her Compa- 
nions,and offered to lead them couragiouſly to both. Per{ſwaded by the 
Eloquence and authority of her countenance, by the force and vigour of 
her words , they all went forth with her, and caſting chemſelves into the 
River Tyber,they croſſed it under a cloud of Arrows and Darts which pur- 
ſued them.Being arrived at Rome,as much inflamed by the action they had 
performed, as bathed with the water they had newly paſſed over, there 
came a crowd of people to applaud and load them with BenediCtions and 
Crowns. The next day the Tuſcans ſent to demand them with threats, and 
the Senart returned them back to make good their faith,and accompanied 
with excules. 

Ar their return to the Camp, Porcenna praiſed them in the preſence of 
the whole Army which was ſer in Bartel array to receive them with cere- 
mony and pomp. He profeſſed, that if Mucius had affrighted him, (Telia 
had vanquiſhed him , and that ſo bold and couragious a flight was his 
defear, and the victory of Rome. This done, he fent her back with ſuch 
Hoſtages as ſhe was pleaſed to choole. The Senate received her in Tri- 
umph; And to leave unto Pofterity an Eternal mark of her vertue,cauſed 
her Statue to be erected on Horſeback, which was the firſt of this name 
and 
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and Form, and the eldeſt of all the Brazen Statues of the Conſuls, and 
of all the Marble ones of the Diarors, which adorned the City ſince 
 hertime. The Republick, which received its Birth from the Vertue of a 
Woman, was conſerved by the boldneſs of a Maid : And the Camill;, Fa- 
bricii and the Catys inherited from Lucrecia and (lelia, Courage , Glory 
and Liberty. 


MORAL REFLECTION. 


T His generous Maid, who rather aftefted an honorable and perilous 


Freedom then a ſubje&ted & captivated Security, is to chaſte Women 

a great Miſtreſs of Honor and Chriſtian Liberty. She teacheth them 
oallantly & like a Roman,the very ſame which St. Ambroſe doth in ſo hand- 
ſom a Latine ſtile. She tells them that Chaſtity is not ſervile, and cannot be 
made a Caprive ; thatit cannot endure chains; no not thoſe which adorn 
and beautihe , thar it is an enemy to all ſorts of Priſons , even glorious 
and magnificent ones, even thoſe which are built for riot and pleaſure. 
T his free and generous Chaſtity did nor invent the Neck-laces, Bracelets, 
and other enſignes of this pretious and ſpecious ſervitude which Women 
have made tor themſelves. And when they are impoſed on them by a ſu- 
periour Power, and thetyrannie of Cuſtom , ſo far is Chaſtity from re- 
joycing, or beautifying and adorning her ſelf therewith, that ſhe wears 
them with regret and pain ; and groans under chains of gold and pearl, 
as Heſter did under the yoke of her Diadem. 

But if ſhe cannot endure theſe jewels which adorn the body,much leſs 
can ſhe bear with thoſe which afflitthe minde ; which are the yoke and 
rorment of the heart, which bind the thoughts and inchain deſires ; which 
make of a poor ſoul a voluntary and obſtinate Captive. Likewiſe there is 
no ſervitude more averls to her, then that of the heart. Iris very hard for 
a woman to be held by that, and remain chaſte : And how ftrong ſoever a 
place may be, yer it is taken when Hoſtages are once given. Beſides, it is 
obſervable in this Hittory, that the generoſity of Clelia eftefted more alone 
then all the heads of the Senate, and all the arms of the Camp : And that 
which is very ſtrange, a vertuous Woman and a bold Maid were the Foun- 
dreſles of the Republick ,and the principal cauſes of the Roman Liberty. A 
more famous proof cannot be brought, concerning the utility of the Ver- 
tue of women. Burt this matter will have a more juſt extent in the en- 


| ſuing Queſtion. 


T he Gallery of Heroick Women. 25 


A MORAL QVESTION. 


VV hether the Vertue of VYomen be as beneficial to the Publick 
as that of Men * ; 


' His Queſtion is not one of thoſe extravagant Problems and Para- 
E 7 doxes which are made at random, and without any appearance of 
doubt. On whart fide ſoever you take it , there is a probability, 
andevident and colourable Reaſons for it : And the vertue of Clelia, which 
was no leſs profitable, nor leſs eſteemed at Rome then that of Horatius and 
| Scevola, doth clear it at leaſt of Temerity. However my intention is not to 
decide it. It will ſuffice that I ſer down plainly and ſincerely the pre- 
rentions and right of the Parties. The Readers will deliver their opinion 
how they pleaſe, concerning my Relation : If there be injuſtice in their 
Cenſures, this injuſtice will neither prove Murther nor Thett : and after 
this, there will remain neither any death for them to exXPlate, NOr any re- 
ſirution to be made. 

Ler us begin with our own Vertue which is the eldeſt , and will have 
the firſt place; and let us forget nothing which may up her Right, 
and ſet a value upon her Advantages. Firſt the Vertue of Men is a Ver- 
tueof Command and Authority, a ſuperintendent and directing Vertue. 
She is for that {ide which governs and directs : And it 1s as well a part of 
her Duty as of her Right to govern and conduct. For this reaſon, as in a 
humane Body the Head is of more uſe then the Arms, and Diſcourſe then 
Motion : As the Art of a Pilot is more neceſſary and uſetul in a Ship then 
the skill of the Marriners : As the valour of a Commander in chief, nay 
an infirm and weak Commander, is more important in an Army, and 
contributes more to Victory then the valour of Souldiers who are 1n per- 
fe health (which hath cauſed this ſaying , That Stags which ſhould 
have a Lyon for their Captain, might overcome Lyons which ſhould be 
led by a Stag.) Soin a Common-wealth, the vertue of Men which is on 
the commanding part and hath the ſuperintendency and goverament, ſeems 
to be more advantagious then the vertue of Women , which 1s dependant 
and ſubaltern , and hath only by narural Right a docility, ſubje&ion 
and obedience. | 

Secondly, What is ſaid of Good, is to be ſaid of Vertue. That Ver- 
rue which is the moſt common,and whole limits are leaſt reſtrained, which 
acts the moſt univerſally and in more then in one place, which extends 
it ſelf to more ſubjects, ro more ules, and to a larger ſpace, ought to be 
without doubt the moſt beneficial to the Publick ; as it is in its ſelf the. 
moſt perfect, and in its Stock and Natural Goods. Now the vertue of a 
Man is diſperſed throngh the whole Body of the Common-wealth : Ir 
a&t's in allthe parts thereof, and gives to every one that life and motion 
which is proper to it. All Civil Functions appettain to it, AllMilitary offices 
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enter into its Duty : Churches and Tribunals, City and Country, the 
Court and Deſert are under its jurifdiction,; and conſequently for this con- 
ſideration it cannot be diſputed in point of utilicy with the vertue of a 
Woman, which is a particular and quiet vertue, a reſtrain'd and ſedentary 
xertue ; a Vertue which ſcarce goes abroad withour ſtaining irs ſelf, or at 
leaſt without bluſhing, which can no further inlarge its ſelf then the 
length of the filkea and woollen ryes, wherewith it is faſtened to 
its home. | 

In fine, Vertue is more profitable where it is moſt ative; It is moſt 
aCtive where it is moſt vigorous : And doubtleſs it muſt be more vigorous 
in ſubjects naturally ſolid and fortified by uſe, then in weak and fJothful 
ones, where it is weak and remiſs. It is then more vigorous and ative, 
and conſequently of greater utility in a man who is of a ſtronger and 
more lolid complexion then a Woman, and who hath more vigour,more 
ſtaidneſs, more conſtancy, and more natural ſtability. And this Reaſon 
added to the two former, {cemsto conclude tor us, and to givethe prize 
to the vertue of our Sex. | | 

However the vertue of Women hath likewiſe its right and pretentions : 
I. 5 grounded upon Reaſons and Examples: Jr can alledge for its ſelf Ex- 

crience and Hiſtory: And if we give credit thereto, it wants but indiffe- 

rent and dil-intereſſed Judges, and an eloquent and famed Advocate for 
oaining of its cauſe. Though I have never been at the Bar, nor poſleſs that 
valou of Spirit and Language, wherewith combars are fought in the long 
Robe. yet | will adventure to ſay ſomething in its behalf. And if here- 
tofore Military Orders have been inftiruted to defend it with Arms, I be- 
lieve that without deferting the cauſe, one may ar preſent defend it 
with the Pen. | 

To begin then by giving an Anſwer to the Reaſons of the adverſe 
party, | ſay, It is certa'n that Publick Good is rather a work of Veitue 
which commands and governs, then of that which obeys and is governed. 
But it 1s not certain, whether this commanding and ruling Vertue be 
{olely on our fide : it is found allo on the other, and not as a ſtranger. It 
acquits it {elf there in the ſame charge , and executes all the Fun&tions 
which 't can perform amongſt us : And ſometimes thele charges ſucceed 
there more happily ; thele FunCtions are performed with more addieſs 
and with a betrer grace. Aſſuredly if this Vertue found any oppoſition, either 
Natural or Moral to our Sex, Artimifia and Zenobia, Pulcheria and Amala- 
onta would be no lels prodigious then the fabulous Medrſas and Gorgone's. 
And the wonder would be no lels rare to ſee a Woman reign,then to lee a 
Woman flie. Yet that is not ſo, and the number of Princeſſes is large 
eno gh, who have governed more happily and with more dexterity, I lay 
not weak Princes, ſuch as (ladius the t1mple ; | ſay capable and able ones, 
even thoſe capable and able Princes, who have moſt afteted to be like 
1 ibertus. 

As tor whar hath been ſaid, that the moſt diffuſed Vertve, and the 


molt unive.ſal in its ations, is the molt beneficial to the Publick ; | con- 
| els 
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feſs that ir hath been ſpoken judiciouſly and with reaſon : Bur the Vertue 
of Women hath been wrongfully and injuriouſly repreſented as an hono- 
Table Captive, to whom its houſe was given for a Priſon, and was bound 
wick tyes of thred and conen. 1 know not whether the uſe and cuſtom of 
this Age have not in this point offered violence to Nature : But I know 
very well tharthere was a time when it was more free : and that the Ver- 
tie of Women, leſs reſtrained then now itis, ſerved more profitably in 
all the parts of the Republick. The Jews had Women Generals of Ar- 
mies, and Women Judges and Propheteſles : Women have publickly 
caught Philoſophy and Rhetorick at Athens : A Woman'ſucceeded in the 
School and reputation of Plotinus in Alexandria. The Univerſities of Padua 
and Bologna have had women Graduars and Readers : And to ſay nothing 
of thoſe whom Orators, Pqets, and Painters have had for their Competi- 
rors and Rivals, there's ſcarce any Nation which hath not furniſhed Hi- 
ſtorie with Herocſles and Amazons. 

It hath been ſaid in the third place that Vertue is more active,and conſe- 
quently more beneficial in a ſtrong ſubject wherein it is vigorous, then in 
a weak one wherein it is remiſs. This Propoſition being underſtood of the 
vigorous operation of the ſoul, contributes nothing to a Man, nor takes 
nothing from a Woman. Their ſouls are eſſentially cqual and of the ſame 
temper : Thereare ſome Men indeed in whom Wir and Courage, Diſ- 
courſe and Reſolution (which are the Nerves and Mulcles of the Soul) 
have leſs hold and vigour, then in many Women. And that if the Propo- 
ſition be underſtood of the ſtrength of the Body, and y* ſolidity of Mat- 
ter,it15 from our purpoſe , and catnies beſides our Level. Vertue is not of 
ſo low a degree : It hath not been given us to bear great burthens, and to 
hew'down Trees : And the Moral hath not \ ray amongſt the qainney 
of a good Magiſtrate, and the conditions of a perfect Prince, the ſtrength 
of the arms, and the breadth of the ſhoulders. 

From this conſideration then, the equality is at leaſt ſeeming between 
the vertue of a Man, and that of a Woman. And ſome perſon who would 
net reſt ſatisfied with having reconciled the parties, and reduced their pre- 
renſions to equality,might adde over and above to the right of Women a 
few weight of Reaſons, which would on it againſt the right of Men. 
Firſt he might ſay, that the particular diſpoſition of Families and the Fa- 
milies themlelves, reſemble particular States,and abbreviated Kingdoms,in 
which Women Reign. If they be Wile, Vertue, and Peace Reign there 
joynrlie with them : And from this Peace of well ordered Houles, the pub- 
lick tranquillity , and good order of Cities ariſeth. | 

Unto that,he might adde that the matter and farſt ſeed of mens Vertues 
comes from a good birth, and is form'd by good Education : And that 
the Vertue of Women contributes much to a good Birth , and doth all in 
matter of good Education. It doth not import that Man ſhould be the firſt 
Principal or Original of Man, and that a Woman ſhould be but the ſecond 
and ſubaltern. Thus is the Sun the firſt Producer of Trees and Metals, 
and yet Trees are good or bad according to the diſpoſition of the Earth 
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which is their common Mother : And under one Sun Gold and Palm- 
I recs are produced in one place; and elſwhere nothing but clay and 
thornes. lt is the ſame with men; if there be of them IntelleQual and Stu- 
pid, Couragious and Faint hearted, Modeſt and Inſclenr, all theſe good 
and bad qualities derive from the Vertues or Vices of their Mothers. ' hey 
take in their wombs by crack of time, and drop by drop the different 
ſceds and leveral tinEtures of good and evil, ſteepd in their blood and 
mingled with their humors : as Potters Clay receives a good or bad ſhape 
from the Mould in which its Caſt. 

| know very, well what dexterous and careful Tutors are able to per- 
form, and what is done in Colledges and Academies. But ſurely what 
addreſs ſocverthele Tutors have, and what Care lo ever they imploy, yet 
they change not the matter which they work upon. Iron becomes 
not gold in the hands of the Goldſmith ; Nor is Earth converted into 
Marble underthe hands of the Engraver. Precious matters ought to come 
from the Quarry and Mine : And Noble Subjects and capable of hand- 
fom formes, are to be compoſed in the Mothers womb. 1 ſpeak nothing 
of Education, which is a painful generation and of long labor, and a 
Birch of many years.It is certain that this Education is effected by the cares 
and hands of Women. And it children be like ſhape-leſs lumps, to which 
it is neceſſary that the tongues of Mothers ſhould give the right form , it 
cannot be doubred bur theſe tongues give them allo the tincture, either of 
yertue or vice, according to the good or evil qualities wherewith they 
are indued. 

In fine, one n$$ht alledge for the laſt proof of this Diſcourſe, that 
the vertue of Women is more efficacious then ours ; and that our Ex- 
amples are not ſo much followed nor run after in ſuch throngs as theirs, 
whether by reaſon Mecknels is more attractive and perſwaſive then Force, 
and that plealing Originals never want Coppiers : Whether by reaſon 
ouides of this Nature take away all excuſes. from the Faint-hearted and 
Timerous : and that there is no Perſon who dares complain of the 
thornes and ruggednels of the way in their Company : Whether by rea- 
ſon all men being either Sons or Husbands to ſore Women, the Sons 
follow by inſtinct, or out of reſpect the wills of their Mothers ; and the 
Husbands accommodate themſelves out of friendſhip or complacencieto 
the inclinations of their Wives. And for theſe reaſons the vertue ot Women 
being generally followed, and having Imitators in both Sexes , it ſeems 
one may conclude, that their Sex is more profitable, and more conducing 
ro the Publick Good. 


Example. 
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EXAMPLE. 


Theodelinda, Queen of Lumbardy. 


Mpetuous Rivers which precipitate themſelves with noiſe, ſtay Paſſen- 
gers, and beger Spectators. And the quiet ones which gently and 
in ſilence inrich thole places through which they pals, ſcarce finde 
any one to behold them. Nevertheleſs theſe impetuous Rivers are dan- 
gerous neighbours. They never do good which is not accompanied 
without ſome dammage: And their manner of enriching 1s common- 
ly by ruine and waſte. Ir is even ſo with Military and Calm Ver- 
rues; both of them are ſerviceable and beneficial to the Publick : But the 
Military do not profit innocently and without prejudice. They only re- 
air thoſe ruines which themlelves have made : And the riches which 
they diſtribute are {tained with Blood, and acquired by Rapine. 
However by reaſon they make a noile and a&t tumultuarily, men run 
from all parts of the World to ſee them. Their Memory receives 
Elogies in every Language , and Applauſes from all ſorts of hands , 
And their Images are preſerved with honour in Hiſtory, From thence 
comes it that all Writers make ſo glorious mention of Warlike 
women, and that on the contrary they ſcarce take notice of the Peace- 
able, who have effected Good in a calm repole, and by wayes 
uſual and proper to their Sex. 
Theodelinda was one of thele peaceable, obliging , and lels famous 
Women: And perchance we ſhould not have at preſent any picture 
of her, if the Great St. Gregory had not taken the paines to draw it 
with the ſame hand , wherewith he Adminiftred the Sacrament, 
Bleſſed the People , and wrought Miracles. She was the Daughter 
of one Garibaut King of Bawaria : And that which is very won- 
derfull , thongh ſhe were born in a halt barbarous Age, and more 
| then three hundred- Leagues from the Roman Excellency and Learn- 
ing, yet ſhe equalled the Memory of the moſt Accompliſhed, and 
Learned of Ancient Rome. The chief thing is that her Science had 
no reſemblance with thoſe {pecious and ſuperficial Sciences which 
ſerve only for ſhew: ſhe was pleaſtng and ſolid, ſhe delighted be- 
neficially , and with profit : and all the lights of her minde were 
beneficiall and fruitfull. 
So perfect and lo adorned a Vertue required a more glorious Theatre, 
and leſs diſtant from the eye of the world then Bavaria. Autharus King of 


Eumbardy , enamoured with her reputation , ſent a magnificent Em- 
baſsie 
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baſsie to the King her Father, to ask her in Marriage. And his Embaſla- 
_ dors being returned with ſatisfa&tion, he undertook upon their relation a 
oreat piece of Gallantry, and reſolved to go diſguiſed unto the Court of Ba- 
Daria, to be a Spectator of the wonders which Fame publiſhed of Theode- 
linda. He ſaw her, he was vanquiſhed by her , and returned more wound- 
ed by her preſence, then he had been by her reputation. A while after the 
Marriage was celebrated in great pomp at Milan : And there was nothing 
wanring to the happinels of their Marriage, but the laſting of it. But whar 
help for this ? Is there not ſome malignant Conſtellation which cauſerh 
the beſt Fortunes to be leſs conſtant and laſting then the bad ? 
Hath not Time a ſpight chiefly ro handſome lives, and beaurifull 
Couples ? And do we not ſee that Roſes laſt but a day, and Thornes a 
whole year ? 
Nevertheleſs, this Marriage, which laſted ſo ſhort a time, was to Lum- 
bardy the beginning of a long and important happinels. Autharus who 
had War with (hildebert, being enforced to take the held, to ſtop the Con- 
queſts of the French, who were entred into his Country, Theodelimdd in the 
interim ſtaid behinde, intruſted with the Government of the State. It was 
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ſo much courage and dexterity in the managing of Aﬀairs,as ſhe gained the 
approbation of all degrees : andiin leſs then {1x moneths ſhe became the 
ablolute Miſtreſs of all hearts. Not one remained free; not one which 
would not be hers. And by a ſtrange revolution, at the ſame time that Au- 
tharus and Childebert fought for the Crown of Lumbardy, Theodelinda van- 
quiſhed it without Arms, and took it innocently both from the Poſleſfor 
and Pretender. 

This was not done by a trick of Fortune : ſhe is without motion, and 
may well be ſported with, but can ſport with no man. It was done by a 
particular deſign of Divine Providence, which was willing to preſcribe a 
great imployment to the Vertue of Theodelinda, and to make ule of her for 
the good of the Church. In efte&, Autharus dyed before the end of the 
War : and the Lumbards not finding themſelves ſtrong enough for the 
French, made as Honourable an Accommodation as they could with 
Childebert. Their firſt care after the concluſion of Peace, was to choole a fit” 
perſon to fill up the Throne, which Autharus dying withont Children,left 
vacant. [t is apparent that the Cuſtomes of Nations, the Intereſts of State, 
and the Pretentions of particular perſons would have Theodelinda return in- 
to Bavaria. Her Vertue yet carryed it againſt Cuſtome : the Graces made 
ſate for her,and gained all the voyces on her {ide : and by a general confent 
her hands already accuſtomed to govern well, were judged the moſt pro- 
per to mannage happily the intereſts of the State, and to divert with 
addreſſes the miſchief which was feared from the ambition of pargie 
lar perſons. of 
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The Crown was ſolemnly delivered up to her : And from that time 
the began to Reign of her ſelf; and hy the right of her Vercue, which 
is the taireſt right of Kings, and the moſt i][uſtrious claim which can enter 
into cheir Titles. Surely this cannot be paralleld in Hiſtory : And there 
would need a very per{wal:ve vertue and of great authority to effect it. T hey 
mult be Graces ot a high expectation, and of a fair carriage, which 
could gain with ſo much eale upon great Ambitious Men, and a merce- 
nary People ; and procure the unitement of them both, in the choice of a 
Woman and a Stranger Being latisfed of her dexterity and capacity, they 
inveſted her with ablolute Power and Soveraignty withour reſtri&tion. 
They did not imicare thole that binde their Princes upon their T htones, 
who tye their hands to the Scepter which they make them bear, and rake 
from them the diſpolute of, the ſame Authority which they give them. 
They only declare unto her,thar if after the having cryed the werght of Re- 
gality, ſhe ſhouid think fic to ſhare it with a Husband ; they wiſhed thar 
the wor 114 ſeek no Forreign aſſiſtance, bur ſettle her afteftion upon lome 
perſon of that Kingdom. 

Confirmed by this propoſition, and by the advice of ' her Councel, ſhe 
caſt her eyes upon Ai ulfw Duke of Thurin, and divided with him her 
Perſon and Regality. This Agilulfus was a young Prince of a handlom_. 
alpect and of gra: courage, who was endued with all the Qualities fit to 
undertake and overcome : And it w4s to be feared, let Fortune, which he 
might courc, ſhould raiſe him to the Throne , had nor Theadelmda pre- 
vented her. Not content to have made him a great K1ng, ſhe undertook ro 
make him a Catholick King, and to withdraw him our of the ſlavery of 
the Arian Herefie, This was evidently an enterprize of greater labour 
and of longer time, then all thoſe which are perto: med with iron and fil- 
ver Engines, with Fleers and Armed Nations. Nevertheleſs ſhe accom- 
pliſhed it by het cares and good offices, with Prayers and Tears. Her 
Prayers drew upon Agilufus the light of Heaven : And every Tear proved 
a perlwaſive realon to him, which all the Arian Doctors were never 
able to anl{wer. | . | 

Her conqueſt reacheth farther then ore individua' foul, thotigh it were 
a Soveraign one and raiſed avove others. Ir was more awple and of grea- 
ter advantage to the Church. The chief Noblemen of the Kingdom, 
and almoſt the whole People being converted by the Converſion of their 
new King, ſubmitted with him to the zeal and piety of their good Queen : 
And this zeal was lo vigorous, and ot fo great authority, this piety was lo 
efficacious and victorious, that in a very ſhorttime all Lumbardy, and the 
Provinces {ubject to it, abjured Arianilm, and became Catholiques by the 
induſtry of a Woman She efte&ted much more, and advanced the activity 
of her zeal, and the victories ot her piety to a higher degree. Adalulfus had 
increaſed his ſins and dominions by the violated rights of the Church,and 
by uiurped Lands. He had thrown Catholique Biſhops our of their 
Seas, and introduced into the ſheepfold diſguiſed T hieves, publike impoi- 


foners,and Doctors of Error and Peſtilence. 1 he vertuous Queen enjoyed 
no 
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no repole till the good Paſtors were recalled , till the Church was re- 
citabliſhed in her Rights and Honors; and till reftitucion was made her 
0: the Lands which impetuous and bold Hereſie had taken from her. 

ihele actions did not proceed from an unprofitable and idle Vertue : 
The molt couragious and warlike ones did never act ſo vigorouſly | and 
with ſo much luccels. And \ > gained by the valiantWomen in 
this Hiſtory, were never worth ſo much as a lowre of Theodelinda's Crown. 
1 he great Saint Gregory, who governed the Church art that time , under- 
ſtood the weight and importance of her Services : And being willing to 
render her publike and laſting thanks for them, he Dedicated his Dia- 
loguesto her by a Preface, wherein ſhe triumphs to this day : and where- 
in there 15 not a word which is not worth a Statue erected to her Vertue. 

Some time after the Exark of Ravenna did over-run the Territories of 
Azilulfus, and took in ſome Places which lay convenient for him,and were 
1ll guarded ; This Lion, which was become more gentle, yet had not ſuf- 
tered himlelt to be enchained, quickly found again his Teeth and Claws, 
and haſtened ro take revenge. All things tended to a perilous and {canda- 
lous War; and not only the Exarkcat of Ravenna, bur even the Patrimony 
of Saint Peter was in danger, if Theodelinda, gained by Saint Gregory , had 
not extinguiſhed by her dexterity and Tears the fire which already began 
to be inkindled. Thereby ſhe preſerved liberty ro the Church and ſacred 
things : ſhe freed the Church from her yoke : ſhe brake in pieces the 
Chaines 37 58m; for the ſucceſſor of the Apoſtles , and chaſed away the 
Barbarians from before Rome. Her whole lite was thus powerfull : And 
1 know not whether there ever paſſed away one hour of it which was.not 
beneficiall both to the Publike aud particular perſons. The moſt Magni- 
ficent Churches were built by her : and what is more to be prized then 
many erected Churches, was, that by her cares and good offices Lumbardy 
re-entred into the Church. But we muſt not make a whole Book of one 
Example: And I have ſufficientlydiſcourſed of it, ro encourage the Vertue 
of Women, to givethem a holy and profitable Emulation, to withdraw 
them from idlenels , ro make them underſtand, that Chriſtian Conqueſts, 
Converſions of People, Heroick Works, and great Crowns belong as well 
to their Sex as Ours. | 


Porcaia. 
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nouueaute de [a mort, egale a re putah on de Caton et a gloire de Brutus, Valerius Mow, hb. 4 


Dimon muent- Mariette rexcud - cum priul, A: 
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D811] EF, defeat of Brutus could not be concealed 
#E from Porcia: The noiſe and mourning for it 
Wa arc great eyerywhere : The Publik as well as 

7 Particulars regret it equally and in common : 
= and] believe that the very Statues in the Senate 
and 7 ribune have lamented a Citizen with whom in fine the 
Republike and Liberty of Rome even then expired. T his 
generous woman did ' not recerve this loſs with outcryes 
and fainting fits ; ſhe did not violate her Cheeks and Hair ; 


. 9 = 
ſhe did not accuſe Heaven , nor reproach Fortune for it : 


and one may ſay that the news of Brutus Death found Brutus 
living and victorious in Porcia. Nevertheleſs, with all this 
Fortitude and Courage, ſhe took a reſolution to die : and 
you need not doubt but ſhe will execute the reſolution ſhe 
hath taken. 

Nothing of Cowardize ought to be expected from the 
Daughter of (/ato ; nothing of weakneſs from the widdow of 


Brutus. She 1s couragious from her Race, and a Philoſo- 
pher by Alliance : and her Death will be as Stoicall as that 
of her Husband and Father : Her kindred and friends being 


willing to preſerve this fair remainder of the ancient Vertue, 


E e did 
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did 1n vain ſet guards upon her : ſhe made them underſtand 
that they might 1nchain her body,but could never fetter her 
ſoul ; T hat ſhe could paſs through a thouſand Chains, and 
as many cloſed Gates : and that if her Fathers Vertue was 
able to free him from the power of (/z/ar; and that of her 
Husband, to preſerve himſelf from the victory of eAnthony ; 
Hers would not remain captive to their importune cha- 
rity and troubleſome offices. In fine, whether ſhe had per-_ 
ſwaded or prevailed with them, you ſee her out of their 
hands : And how little ſoever their cares are retarded, it is 
much to be feared they will come too. late, and not finde her 
alive. 
A ſlave who had brokerrhis Chains, and freed himſelf - 
from a long impriſonment, could not be more joyfull then 
you behold ker. Her joy notwithſtanding is modeſt and ſe- 
vere : As her heart never changes place, ſo her face never 
- alters colour : and her Death from this very inſtant will be 
as quiet and ſerene, as her Contentments were heretofore. 
She repreſents not to her ſelf the place to which ſhe goeth, 
nor the way ſhe takes. She hatch nothing but Brutus 1n her 
_ thoughts, and before her eyes, and provided ſhe go to him, it 
is indifferent to her whither ſhe go by Sword, Prectpice, or 
Poyſlon. The ſhorteſt way is the beſt in her opinion : and 
the neareſt Gate,what ſpectre or terrifying object ſoever hath 
the guard of it, will be fitter for her purpoſe then one more 
free and remote. | 

Burt all wayes appear to her equally barred up, and the di- 
ligence of her ſervants Sp; from about her, all that 
could open any paſſage unto death.She pretends that this cha- 
_ rity 1s a violence offered her, ſhe is vexed and angry at it; 
yet this vexation is without trouble , and this anger aſcends 
not to her face. All her thoughts are buſied to deceive theſe 
ofticious Importunes,and not to take revenge of them. There 
are no offenſive arms which ſhe doth not try upon her ſelf in 
imagination. Her Fancy puts into her mouth , and to her 
throat all it can compound of Poyſons,or forge into Swords. 


She attempts to ſtrangle her ſelf with the Scarf you ſeein he 
hand 
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band: ſhe tryed in vain to. do it with her Neck-lace and 
one of her Bracelets ; And nothing remains burtto tear off 
her Hair, and work it intoa Cord. Surely to commit a mur- 
ther with ſuch inftryments, 1s to 1nrage Beauty, and render 
the Graces cruel, But all means of getting out of priſon 
ſeems lawfull and honeſt to a Captive. 

V Vit this thought ſhe entred into her Cloſet; ſhe found 
an opportunity to dye more co.ragiouſly , and without vio- 
lauvg ſuch :nnocent things. She found there a pan of Coa's 
which little ( »pids, the Authors of fair Couples, and Super- 
zntendents of vertuous Amities have prepared for the eale of 
her afte&ion. | doubt not but ſhe ſees them by the light of 
the fire within her Soul, which 1s mingled with thar of their 
1orches, And you may behold them as well as ſhe, if your 
eyes were purified from the vapors which ariſe from Matter : 
] he two leaſt preſent to her the pan of Coals , which they 
carry upon their heads. T hey render her this Jaft office, 
with {miles and ſerene countenances : You would ſay that 
they animate her with their ſparkling eyes, and with the joy 
of their looks; and that thezr mouthes half open, ſeem to 
premiſe her the acclamations of Fame, and the applauſes of 
all Ages, Athird Cupid, greater and ſtronger then the two 
other, and hanging in the ayre, lights with his Torch the 
Coals which are 1n the Pan ; I believe nowwihſtanding that 
his T orch, what vertue {oever it hath, contributes leſs chere- 
unto then his preſence, Andit ſome one might ſay, that by 
only touching a Tree with the end of his Finger, he cou d ſer 
a whole Forreſt on fire ; it 1s apparent that this Cupid might 
in paſſing by, and wich his bare {ſhadow infire Mountains, 
even frozen Mountains, and covered over with Snow. 

[Po you not obſerve upon the face of Porcia the pleaſing 
mixture which proceeds from the light of this T orch, added 
to the fire of her eyes, and that which her heart ſpreads upon 
her Cheeks 7 There truly it 1s where confuſion appears no- 
ble, and where delight and glory enters. Painters and Dyers 
could invent nothing like this. And the concurrence 1s not 


ſo lovely upon a Roſe treſhly blown, when the firſt rayes 
WE = of 
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of the day newly flaming, and ſtill red from its birth, adds an 


artificial Purple to that which 1s natural to it. You have a 
ſight piercing enough to ſever the brightneſs of the fire from 
the fair dye of blood, and to diſtinguiſh the Juſtre which ap- 
pears outward, from that which Courage begets, and is re- 
fle&ted from the bottom of the Soul. 

Burt you are too attentive 1n contemplating the action of 
Porcia : And her heart 1s more viſible by that then her face. 
VV ith one hand ſhe puts a burning Coal into her mouth, 
with the other ſhe takes a ſecond, asf ſhe needed many to 
conclude her life : And whether the grief for her loſs hath 
ſuppreſſed all other ſorrows ; whether ſhe hath no ſence re- 
maining but in her heart, where her ſou] contracts it ſelf a- 
bout the Image of Brutus; you would ſay that they are Ru- 
bies which ſhe handles ; you would ſay that they are Leaves 
of Roſes which ſhe ſwallows. But whether it be inſenſibili- 
ty orreſoſution, whether it be Loveor Philoſophy, it *doth 
not hinder the fire ſhe had within, fortified with an exteriour 
flame, from burning the tyes of her ſoul. 

[ concerve them already conſumed, and this generous ſoul 
ſpeedily departing out of her fair priſon , will joyn it ſelf 
with her hkeneſs which 1s come to receive 1t. He: Guards 
aftrighted and ſurprized, haſten with tears in their eyes, and 
complaints in their mouthes. Burt their tears will not quench 
this fire, nor will their complaints terrifie Death , or chaſe it 
away from the place into which 1t 1s entred. This fire will 
ſhine in the eyes of all Nations and Ages, and give an eter- 
nall luſtre to the memory of Porcia : T his Death will be pa- 
ralleld with that of ( atoand Brutus: And this Cloſet will 
be as fair a Perſpective in Hiſtory as the City of Utica, and 


the Phulippian Field. 


SONNET. 
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Porc1 a ſpeaks. 


+7 worthy of regret, then envy d praiſe, 
1 by a Death which N\ ature did amaze, 


Equal d a Father's Glory, and the Fame 
Of a dear Hutband, who their Fates ore-came. 


Their Vertue, which I tracd, did me attend 
When they were gone, to guide me to my end : 


But envious Fortune in revenge, did ſtrive 


By crofi Defigns, to keep me ſtill alive. 


e My cruel Friends amidst thu hot alarm, : 
By their offenſive cares my hands diſarm ; 

T berem obſtrutting, like inhumane foes, 

eM) ar 1 to ſweet Death, whoſe gates they cloſe. 


But Love, to give my Soul deſired room, 
(ame with his Shafts to open me my T omb ; 
eAnd 1, for want of weapons, to expire, 


Swallow'd the (oals his Torch had ſet on fire. 


The 
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The Elogy of Porcia. 


\His Picture is of a magnanimous Woman, who dies of Grief 
NI | Q and Love, and reſolutely like a Stoick. It is the famous Porcia 
> who was the Rival of a Father Defender of the Publick Li- 
berty, and of a Husband the deſtroyer of Tyrannie : And 
who renewed 1n the Age of Riot and Pleaſure, the Vertue and Severity of 
the Primitive Republick. She: was the daughter of Cato, and the wife of 
Brutus : Of the one ſhe was born conſtant and invincible : ſhe became 
wile and learned from the other : and had Vertue for her inheritance, and 
Philoſophy for her Dowcy. Her Husband ruminating upan the death of 
Ceſar, and the Deliverance of the opprefled Republick : fbe deſervd ro 
be admitted ro the communication of this fatal ſecret, and to. aſiſt his 
high thougars buſted in contriving the Deſtiny of the Empire. She con- 
ſpired with him in heart and ſpirit ; ſhe promiſed to lend ar leaſt her de- 
fires, her vows and zeal ro the execution. And ſince her Husband ſeemed 
to miſtruſt her ſilence and fadelicy, fhe made by ane ſtroke of a dagger a 
great and painful wound in her thigh : And thereby ſhe ſhewed him whar 
ſhe was able to do againſt rorments, and gave him ſome of her blood in 
Hoſtage for her Conſtancy and Loyaktie. 

After the death of (ſar, and the ruine of Pompey's Fation , Brutus 
having ſlain himſelf upon the bloody Body of the Republick, defeared 
in the Philippian Plain ; Porcia died nor like him, blaſpheming againſt Ver- 
rue, and repenting her ſelf for having ever ſerved it. She continued her 
reverence to it to the laſt ; and honoured it wich her aft words. Secing 
her {elf beſieged by her kindred, which rook from her all means of cur. 
ting alunder the tyes of her loul, ſhe reſolved to kindle there a fare with 
- burning Coals, which ſhe {wallowed down. Thus ſhe ſer ar liberty what 
remained of her Father and Husband : And by her death the blood of the 


one, and the heart of the other, once more overcame Tyrannie. 


ICI CER 


y 


MORAL REFLECTION. 
W Omen ought to learn from this example, that the fault cannot be 


charged upon their Sex that they are not valiant : T hat their in- 
firmities are vices of Cuſtom, and not any defect of Nature : 
And that a great heart is no more diſcompoſed by a tender body, then is a 
great Inte]ligence by a beautiful Planet. Doves would have the boldneſs 
of Eagles, and Ermins the courage of Lyons, if their ſouls were of «the 
ſame Species. | 
One way gather out of the ſame Fxample, another inſtruction for 
Husbands : Brutus was a man honeit enough, and a Philoſopher able 
enough to read them a Le&ture. And they ſhould not be aſhamed to learn 
of him, that Wives are given them for Aſsiſtants and Co-adjutreſſes, 
that 
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that they ought to have a place for them as well in their Cloſets as Beds , 
and to ſhare with them in affairs no leſs then at Table : And that capacity 
grows from imployment, and fidelity from confidence. Judgement pro- . 
ceeds from the head which is not changeable from the variety of that which 
covers it. Auguſtus propoſed nothing to the Senate, upon which he had 
not deliberated with Livia who was as his Aſſociate in the Empire, and if 
one may ſay ſo, his Domeſtick Colleague. The Holyeſt of our Kings 
being a Priſoner to the Saracens, would conclude nothing about his Free- 
dom but with the conſent of the Queen his Wife : And under the Reign 
of Ferdinand, Spain was not happy and viRorious, but by the prudence and 
courage of [/Jabella. "The enſuing Queſtion will inform us, whether 
Porcia were endued with generoſity ? And whether women be capable 
thereot ? 


MORAL QVESTION. 
VV hether V omen be capable of an Eminent Generoſity ? 


Have been preſent at ſome Diſputes undertaken upon this Queſtion : 

I And ſometimes it hath cauſed me to have innocent and pleaſing quar- 

rels with my Friends. I have ſeen ſome who could not endure that a 
Woman ſhould be commended for Generofity : Ir is, ſaid they, as if one 
ſhould praiſe her for having a good ſeat on horſe-back , and for well 
handling her Arms : Iris as if one would ſet her forth with a Helmet or 
the skin of a Lion: It were to confound the bounds which ſever us, and 
place diſorder in Morality. And a generous Woman is no lels a Soleciim 
then a Woman Doctor, and a Woman Cavalier. Ir is an incongruity al- 
molt as undecent as a bearded Woman. 

Tothis I did Anſwer,that Vertues having their ſeat in the Soul and need- 
ing only a good diſpoſition of the Soul ro operate, belong to both Sexes , 
T hat Generoſity is one of thoſe Vertues : T hat the office of the Body and 
theaction of its Members are not neceſlary to it ; That all its Fun&tions 
are interiour and performed in the heart: And that the heart of Man and 
Woman is of the ſame Matter and Form. I added thereunto, that the 
Compariſon of Arms and Military Exerciſes concluded nothing againſt 
the Generoſity of Women : "Thar all things are becoming to well-ſhaped 
perſons and of 'a handſom aſpect : That Semiramis, Hypficratea and Zenobia 
were as gracefully ſet forth with Helmers as with Crowns : And that ano- 
ther as well known in Fables, was not found unhandſom in the Lions 
Skin, which Hercules wore. That beſides that, there have been women ſeen 
who knew how to manage a horſe,to throw a dart,& ule their {words with 
a good grace. No juſt compariſon can be made, nor a right conſequence 
drawn from the exerciſes of the Body in reference to the Habits of the 
Soul. That a Woman Doctor and a Woman Cavalier were but Errors of 

Grammar 
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Grammar which do not violate Morality. That Generofity not being fa- 
ſtened to the heart of a man as a beard is to his face,it might belong with- 
out any incongruity or undecency fo both Sexes. 

To thele Realons which came to my minde, and which I alledged tu- 
mulcuary and without choice in like Diſputes, others of more weight and 
better prepared may be added upon meditation. Generofity, ro define it 
rightly is a heighth of courage, or an Elevation of minde, whereby a ſoul 
raiſed above intereſt and profit, is led inviolably and without deviation 
unto Duty which is laborious, and to Gallantry which is paintul and difh- 
cult in appearance.And becaule this diſpoſition taken in its uſual ſoyle,and 
in reſpect of matter, {carce belongs ro any but Great and Noble Perſons : 
the name of Generolity hath been given to it, which is a name ef Great- 
nels and Nobility. Whether then that we rake Generolity materially, and 
for that cream of good blood and pure Spirits which nouriſh and ſuſtain 
it : Whether we take it Morally for an immutable and conſtant reſolution 
to purſue Duty and Gallancry , even to the contempr of [ntereſt, and with 
the loſs of benefit, it will appear tha in either ſenſe, Women are no lels 
capablethereot then Men. 

Firlt,it was never ſaid, that Nobility appertained only to one Sex, and 
that thecream of good blood was all on the one fide, & all the dregs on the 
other. The diltributioa of it is equally made , and according to natural 
Juſtice. Siſters poſleſs it in common and without diſtin&ion with their 
Brothers : And it is with. noble Races as with Pomegranate Trees, which 
bare no Flowers without Purple, nor Fruit without Crowns : And it is 
the like with Palm Trees, whoſe Males and Females are of equal Noble- 
nels. Wherefore a noble minde belonging no leſs to Women then Men, 
and the pure blood diſperſing its ſelf equally through the veins from their 
Birth : 1t remains that Generofity ſhould have on either part an equal 
ſtock, and that the matter of which it is compoſed ſhould be common. 

Secondly, The true form and proper ſpirit of Generolity proceeds 
from the Intention, and purſuit of that pure and laborious Good which 
1s its obje&t And this object is not ſo ditfcult, nor placed in lo high a Re- 
gion as women cannot pretend to it. They are not ſo meanly born that 
they cannot raiſe themſelves above whar is pleaſing and profitable : they 
may have higher aims and more noble defires ; Nature hath given them as 
well a5 to us, the relliſh and appetite of acting gallantly : And in Hiſtory 
the foot-ſteps remain {till freſh, of thoſe who have arrived to this vertue 
through thorny paſſages and precipices, even through flames and rottures. 
The frequent toyls they have undergone to run after a luminous and de- 
ceitful Fancome , teſtihe their diſpoſition and forces, ſhewing whart they 
are able ro do herein. And when Queens and Princeſles ſhall be expoled, 
who have caſt themſelves from their Thrones, who have mounted upon 
flaming Piles, who have paſſed through Swords, to follow a ſeeming 
and imaginary Good, who will be ſo incredulous and obſtinate as to den 
that Women have a Natural inclination to an effective and real Good ? 


Thirdly, as Princes and great Perſons have their Duties and a Gallantry 
which 
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which is proper to their Fortunes : So Princefles and great Ladies, beſides 
the Duties and Gallantry of their Sex, have fecond Duries;and a particular 
Galiantry, which appertains to the Decency of their condition. Now if 
theſe Duries be laborious, if this Gallantry be difficult and environed with 
dangers ; if one cannot arrive to it but with trouble and ruines ? If to at- 
rain tO It one mult abandon certain Intereſt, and ruine a prefent Fortune ? If 
one muſt part with his blood, and expoſe his life, what will a Couragious 
Woman and of quality do, and to what fide will ſhe berake her ſelf? Can 
any one wiſh chat ſhe ſhould ſubmir to fear and cenjeetrres ? That ſhe 
ſhould cxpole her honour to preſcrve her Fortunes ? Thar ſhe ſhould fail 
in her Duty, not to prejudice her eſtate 2 Thar ſhe ſhould ſuffer her blood 
to be ſtained, rather then part with one drop of it ? This truly would be 


very poor, and unworthy of a Noble Soul. She muſt then renounce the 


Rome and profit, ſhe muſt trample upon the Mines of her Intereſts : 
he mult renounce Fortune, and reject her Parents, ſhe muit expoſe her 
ſe]f evento death and punffhments , to advance directly and with de- 
cency to Duty. WM 

Since this cannot be effected without an Heroick Generotity, one muſt 
of necelsity either grant this Generofity to Women, or allow that they may 
be Covetous and Interefſed out of Duty , that they be lazy and citloyal, 
handiomly and with decency, ungrateful and treacherous by the right of 
Nature, and the priviledge of their Sex. 

Bur Nature hath not conferred on them ſo bad a Right, nor ſo ſcanda- 
lous a Priviledge. On the contrary, ſhe would have them alll born with 
an inclination to what is glorious : And whether ſhe harh infuſed ſome 
Ray into their ſouls , or whether their hearts in cheir very Birth have re- 
ceived an Impreſsion of it, liketo that which Iron receives from thc 
L oad-ſtone : "their hearts adhere unto this luſtre, in what matter ſoever it 
is found : And their fouls at the firſt Idea, which excites the rage which 
they have received of it, turn to it by their own inftin&t, 2nd withour ex- 
pecting any extrinſtcal motion which preſferh them to it. From thence it 
comes that Women are generally curious in what is fair and glorious, di- 
ligently ſeeking after all the Species of ir, and obſerving all the Rules and 
Formes thereof. Andif upon their Bodies, and in their Garments, in 
their Moveables, and all things elſe they ſo paſsionarly afte&t, a mareriall 
and ſenſible Beanty, which is of the loweft Order , lt is not credible, thar 
they haveleſs inclination tothe Intelleual Beauty , and of the firſt Or- 
der,which is che Beauty of what is Noble and Gallant,From hence we may 
conclude regularly,and in good form that the inclination to this Splendor 
being, as truly it is, the Fountain of true Generoſity, one cannot deprive 
them of jt without taking from rhem thereby that inclination which is 
moſt Natural to them; it being the ſecond ſpirit of their hearts, and the 
firſt property of their Sex. 

But why ſhould we takeit from them ? Harh Nature made then lets 
Noble then the Females of other Animals, to whom ſhe hath given ano- 
cher kind of Generofity,which ſhe hath nor a on the Miales?I know 

F nt: 
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not whether any man hath made this obſervation before me; yet it ought 
to be made, and Women may draw inſtruction, and advantage from 
thence. Lions and Tygers, Leopards, Malc-Eagles, and all other beaſts 
which are naturally ſo fierce and couragious, never fight but for Intereſt, 
and Prey : And their whole Courage, to expreſs it well, is but a violent 
greedineſs ; Their Valour is bur for necelsity and Rapine : Hunger is the 
only Punctilio of Honour which ſets them on, and withour this provo- 
cation their herceneſs pines away, and their mettal grows dull. It is not the 
ſame with Females, their mettal is more Noble, and their valour leſs In- 
tereſſed. They fight not only for their proper necelsities, and do it as cou- 
ragiouſly as the Males : Bur they fight allo for others wants, for the defence 
and preſervation of their young ones, which the Males uſe nor to do; even 
co that heighth,thar they expoſe themſelves ro fire and ſword for this Du- 
ty, Which is the only Duty and Good they are capable of. Hath Nature 
then given Generolity to Lions and Eagles, hath ſhe given it co Turtles and 
Doves, and ſhall it not be in her power to give it ro Women, to whom 
ſhe hath given a Soul of the ſame form, a Heart of the ſame remper. Blood 
_ andSpirirs of the ſame tincture as ſhe hath given co Men ? Ler us conceive 
her to be more regular and exact in her Works : We will believe nothing 
of it gratis, nor out of complacency : We ground our belief upon Na- 
tural Reaſons, and the Morality which Philoſophy alledges for ic. We be- 
lieve upon ancient Examples, and thoſe Modern ones, which Hiſtory hath 
conceived of it : And if all others were forgotten, we ſhould have enough 
of this which is of our Nation ; which is preſent before our eyes; which 
hath. begotten aſtoaiſhment in our Age, and will give emulation to 


all Poſterity. 


EAAAMPLE. 
Francs (egely the Lady of Barry. 


+ Here are ſome froward perſons, who never eſteem any but ſtran- 
gers, and can approve nothing bur Antiquity : who generally diſ- 

like all chat is of their own Country, and have always a quarrel to 
the Age they live in. Theſe kind of People adore Demy-Ceſars of Plaiſter, 
and Pompeys of Marble, who time hath maimed ; and ſcarce caſt rheir eyes 
upon entire and living Hero's of their own Age. They ſhew us Tamber- 
lans and Almonzors as a wonder, who are the Divinities of their Galleries 
and Cloſets. They alledge to us Alphonſos and Guſmans, not without an 
Elogy; and inceflantly Preach to us of Granadian vertues,or of a Mooriſh 
Wiſdom. As for French Vertues,which ſpeak their own Language , and 
are born in their ſight,they cite them not bur with a ſpirit of contradiction, 
and to reprehend them. Thele Gentlemen think much to endurethe Aire 
and Soyle of their own Country: And if they bear any reſpect to the 


Sun which inlightens them, the reaſon is, becauſc it comes from the Indies, 
| | and 
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and was ih being before the Deluge. We ought to harbour more reaſon- 
able thoughts, and judge of things more diſcreetly, and with more equity. 
Vertues are not National, nor tyed-to differences of Time : There. are 
ſome of all Countreys and Ages : And may ſay, that it is the ſame with 
thole of theic dayes, as with our Sun, which is as Great as inthe time of 
our Progenitors, and as luminous as that which produces the gold and 
precious ſtones of the Iudies. T his will appeat in the ſubſequent Example : 
itis Modern,and of France, and tmore to be valued then all chat Antiquity, 
| Whether Grecian or Roman hath ever ſeen moſt Generous and l[lluftrious. 

W hilſt Henry the Third fought againſt the Head of the League about 
Paris, the Provinces being torn in pieces by their own Members, received 
dangerous wounds. His ſtrongeſt Attempts were upon Languedock, where 
the Confederates had either taken by force,orgained by practice all the beſt 
Places. They only wanted Laucate to become abſolute Maſters of that Pro- 
vince; andto have free Commerce with Spain, which was a great ſuppor- 
ter of the League. Being out of hope to poſlels it by open Hoſtiliry, and to 
enter it like Lions & by a Breach,they had recourſe to a Stratagem of ill ex- 
ample, and ſought out by-wayes to enter in like Foxes. This Device being 
dexterouſly managed, took effec as they had Deſigned. And Monſieur de 
Barry who held Laucate for the King, being gone out with no finiſter in- 
tention upon the Liberty, which a ſhort Ceſſation of Arms had given 
him, fell into an Ambuſcado which was laid for him. 

The Confederates of the League conceived Laucateto be taken with the 
Governour : but they had neither taken his Fidelity nor Conſtancy : And 
in caſe his Fidelity and Conſtancy ſhould have been taken ; he had in- 
truſted the place with another Conftancy, and a ſecond Fidelity, which 
were better fortified, and harder to be taken then its Bulwarks and Halt- 
moons. I ſpeak of his Wife, whom he privately advertized of his miſhap, 
injoyning her by a few words, written with a coal upon his Handkercher, 
tO repair as ſoon as poſsibly ſhe could to Laucate. This Gallant and Gene- 
rous Woman did not deliberate upon the Orders which required the con- 
| duct and courage of the beſt experienced Captain : And becauſe expedi- 
tion was particularly recommended to her, ſhe immiediatly put to Sea and 
expoſed her ſelf to the dangers of Water and Fire, to Tempeſts, and the 
Frigots of the Enemy. And God who reſerved her for a far more Heroick 
and exemplar combar, ordained that ſhe ſhould happily arrive at Laucate. 

Mean while Monſieur de Barry was carryed priſoner to Narbone : And 
Lancate was there artaqu'd by contitiual Afaults given to his Courage and 
Fidelity, There was neither fire nor ſword imployed in theſe Afſaults. A 
man of ſo much Honour and Courage, who had contemned two thou- 
ſand Pikes, and as many Muskets upon a Breach, could not fear a Dagger 
or a Piſtol in a Chamber. He was batterd only with large Offers and mag- 
nificent Promiſes, with Governments and Perifions « Unto which, to Bar- 
ter him on all ſides, words of terrour, and threats of death were added 
againſt his Children and Wife, in caſe he provided not for their ſafety, by 
the rendition of the Place. . 
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In all theſe Aſſaults Monſieur de Barry ſhewed himſelf a diſ-interefed 
Servant, a Couragious Husband, and undaunted Father. His Anſwer was, 
«* That he had never known other Intereſt to preſerve, then his Honour , 
© nor pretended to any other Fortune, then the diſcharge of his Duty : 
© That Governments & Penſ1ons were too weak Arms to vanquiſh him. 
© That an innocent and unſpotred Poverty would be more glorious to 
* him, and give him better content, then criminal and ſullyed Riches : 
That the death of his Wife and Children, which they placed before his 
eyes, was a Fantome which did no wayes affright him : that he owed 
much to his own Blood and Nature, but far more to his Loyaky and 
<« Prince. That his Reputation was neerer to him then his Family , and 
© his Conſcience more interiour,and of an older date then his Poſterity : 
«© Tharta fit of the Cholick might to morrow take away his Wife, that 
«* his Children might be as ſoon hurryed away by a Feaver; and that it 
« ſhould not be laid, thatto reſerve his Wite for the Cholick, and his 
< Children for a Feaver, he had robbed his Prince of his Right, his Coun- 
© try of Repoſe, his Name and Race of their Honours. 

When Laxcate was Battered in this manner at Narbone,the Confederates 

of the League battered it ata neerer diſtance,in a place which they conceived 
leſs Naturally ſtrong: And it was done with weapons from which they 
expected more effect, then by Mines and Canons. They preſented them- 
ſelves before Laucate, and demanded to ſpeak with Madam de Barry, who 
was prepared forall the ſad events which fo diſmala beginning might 

roduce. © They acquainted her that her Husband was their Priſoner : 
* That after his loſt Liberty, he was ſtill in the Eve of looſing his life : 
'© that both nevertheleſs depended on her : That an eaſie_ranſom.ſhould 
© be ſerupon him: And that withour alienating his Lands, without empty- 
<< ing his Coffers or pawning his Jewels; in a word,he ſhould be reſtored 
© to her for the bare keys of Laucate. 

This Lady was of a Family which a Canonized Saint, and a Pope 
eſteemed Bleſſed, had in ſome kinde Sanctifyed. By her Father ſke was 
of the Race of St. Roch. By his Mother who was of the Houſe of the 
Earl of Roure, ſhe came to be allyed to /rban the faft. Beſides this Heri- 
ditary SanCtity, and belonging to her Family, ſhe had much Piety of her 
own, and was very vertuous by her own Acquiſitions. Her Piety never- 
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\ , theleſs was not tepide and timerous : her Vertues were none of thoſe idle 


\ and Antick ones, which amuſe the moſt part of Women. They were 
ſtrong and couragious ; they acted continually and with vigour, and this 
vigour was ſupported by a Generolity which might make a life Heroick,if 
it had been placed in another Sex, and ina Soveraign Condition. 

She needed no leſs courage to reſiſt the Aſſault, and to acquit her ſelf 
with honour of ſo perilous an Attempt which was made upon her. She 
made an{wer to thole that propoſed to her an exchange of Laucate, and her 
Loyaltie tor her husband: ** That ſhe owed her firſt and higheſt affections 
* to her King and Fidelity : And that ſhe would not take them off to 
** give them to her husband,to whom ſhe owed but ſecond and inferiour 


,z ONes, 
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« ones. That ſhe loved him intirely, and had great tenderneſs for bim : 
{ yet loved him in his degree and with order, and thar there was nothing 


© remils or weak in her tenderneſs. T hat ſhe underſtood better then any 


* body the worth of her Husband: That were he to be fold innocently,and 
* to beputtoa Lawtful ranſom,ſhe would rot only alienate her Lands and 
<« pawn her Jewels to redeem him , bur even rent out the labour of her 
«© hands, and make money of her blood and death, it ſhe could compaſs 
« ir by her ſweatand pains. That nevertheleſs for this, ſhe would never 
& alienate her Fidelity, nor engage therein one ſingle point of her Con- 
&« ſcience: And rhat f ſhe ſhould make(lo ill a bargain , her husband 
« would be the firſt breaker of it. That he would never be perſ[waded to 
« depart our of Priſon without his honour ; nay he would never deſcend 
© from a Scaffold, nor aſcend unto a Throne withour it. But ſhould he 


« forget his honour (went ſhe on) yet I will never be unmindtull of 


« mine : I know too well the value of it, nor will 1 ever diſpoſſeſs my 
c« ſelf thereof for any gain or loſs which may ariſe from it. I underſtand 


«« very well to what Marriage obligeth me; and what I owe to my Fami- | 


&« ly: But I was not born a marryed Perſon , as I am born a French- 
« Woman : And it ſhall never be faid that to preſerve a Fanuly, which 
<*© was but yeſterday, and peradventure will not be to morrow, I have 
*© laid open a Fort to Rebellion, and contributed to the ruine of my 
* Countrey, | 
The Confederates of the League being overcome and repulſed at 
this firſt Aſſault, did not yet retire :. they continued the Battery for 
the ſpace of ſeven weeks: And every day they gave ſome new onſet 
upon the Place, through the heart of this generous Woman. Sometimes 
they ſware to make her Husband ſuffer all ſorts of rorments : And they 
made her endure them all in her imagination with terrifying looks, and 
far more frightfull words. Sometimes they threatned to render him back 
' tO her by piece-meal : And theſe threats were worſerhen Canon ſhots, or 
Granadoes, bur they fell upon a heart which was ſtronger then the ſtrong- 
elt Bulwarks;, and which would not have yielded either for Canon ſhor, 
or for all their Granadoes. In fine, the Confederates of the League deſpair- 
ed of taking Laucate by {o well guarded a place : and the Jolefall and tra- 
bick execution which followed their deſpair , clearly ſhewed that they 
ſpake in good earneſt ; and that their threats were reall. Monſteur de 
Barry was ſtrangled in his Chamber by the hand of an Executioner : And 
neither the Cord nor Engine wherewith he was ſtrangled, could not draw 
from his mouth any ſign of irreſolution , nor one ſingle word of weak- 
neſs. In Hiſtory there are more glorious and famous Deaths then this, 
but a more magnanimous & heroick one hath not been fecn. Remarkable 
Deaths are not made ſo, by the Grandeur of the Armes which deſtroy, they 
ariſe from the greatneſs of Courage, and the force of reſolution : and there 
are enough which will not yield before two hundred Pikes , and a battery 
of twelve Canon. Butthere are few which render not themſelves to the 
Rope of an Executioner, Surely it were to be wiſhed, for the good of the 
State, 
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Stare, that we might have many Copies of this gallant Man, and of this 
generons Woman : If there were bur one in every Town of the Kingdom, 
it would be at leaſt impregnable'through covetoulſneſs or fear. 
Thelending back the body of Monſieur de Barry, did in a ſtrange man- 
ner incenſe the Garriſon. In the firſt heat of anger and compaſsion, the 
Soldiers tran{ported by both, ran unto the Governors houſe, with a reſo- 
- lution to kill Monſieur de Loupian, who was a Gentleman of quality, and a 
particular Confident of the houle of Joyeuſe. Monſieur Montmorancy, who 
kepr him Priſoner, being advertiſed of the taking of Monſieur de Barry, 
had given him in charge to his wife, that he might be reſponſible to her 
for the life of her husband; and that by the right of Repriſals he might 
make ſatisfaction with his own life if the other miſcarryed. Doubtlels 
there had been an end of him, and all the credit of the League could nor 
have ſaved him in this tumulr, if Madam de Barry had not been more ge- 
nerous and humane then is obſerved in the ſingle order of Nature. Bur 
ſhe was lo after a more pure and ſublime manner : and there was in her 
heart another kind of {pirit, and other principles, diftering from the ſpirit 
of the world, and the Maximes of Morality. She preſented her ſelf before 
© this irritated Troop, and ſpake lo eficacionſly, and with ſo powerfull 
* and perſ{waſive a grace of Monſieur de Loupians Innocence, of the Crime 
* they would commit, in making him undergo the penalty of a murther, 
© whereof he was not guilty ; of the puniſhment God would infallibly 
< inflict upon this offence; that ſhe appealed their ſpirits, and removed 
«© all ſpite and rage from their grief. Addreſsing her ſelf afterwards to her 
© Son Hercules, whom the ſoldiers had followed, ſhe propoſed to him 
* the Heroick conſtancy, and the inviolable Fidelity of his Father ; The 7. 
« Patrimony of Glory which his death had purchaſed to their Family , 
© the ſtain which the unjuſtly ſpilt blood of Monſieur de Loupian would 
© bring upon this ſtill-freſh Glory : the repentance which follows pre- 
** cipitated Anger and unlawful Revenges: The Protection they ought to 
expect from him, who makes himſelf to be called che Father of Or- 
*© phans, and the Defender of Widows. And by theſe reaſons, fortifyed 
by her example, and animared by a ſpirir of Vertue and Authority , ſhe 
ſaved this poor Gentleman, and ſent him back to Monſieur Mentmorancy 
with a Convoy. | 
The Hiſtory of Spain makes agreat deal of noiſe about the Generofiry 
of Gufman the Good, who. being ſummoned by the Moors either to de- 
liver up Teriffa, which he defended, or.to bea Spectator of his Sons death, 
who was a Priſoner in their hands, would not become a Traitor to re- 
main a Father, and choſe rather to preſerve his Honour then his Race. 
Truly this Generoſity was Heroick : And Spain, lo magnificent in great 
words, and in vaſt and high expreſsions, hath no words ſo great, nor cx- 
prefſons ſo vaſt which can equal it. Nevertheleſs the ation of a Woman, 
and a French Woman hath ſurpaſſed it : And the Loyaltie of Madam de 
Barry was {o much the more Gallant and Generous then that of Guſman, in 
as much as a dearer pledge, and a more irreparable and ſenſible loſs was 
co 
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to be hazarded thereby. The Spaniard conſented to the loſs of a young 
Plant which was dear to him, and made one part of himſelf : Bur per- 
chance this young plant was not ſingle : This part was ſevered from him ; 
And beſides others might grow up in its place. The French Woman came 
nor off ar ſo cheap a rate; ſhe was to undergo the loſs of the Stem, and 
of all che Roots. She was to fluffer the Inciſ1on of a part which was in- 
herent in her ; which ſtuck to her fleſh and bones, which was fleſh of 
her fleſh,and bone of her bone, which made up the moity of her heart 
and ſpirit. And the chiefeſt matter is, tha this ſo difficult and coſtly fideli- 
ry was exerciſed in a time of trouble and cumult ; In atime when Laws 

were in diſorder, and Duties in confuſion : when Rebellion was Cano- 
nized by the People, and Loyaltie made an Hackny : when Soveraignty 
was Litigious, and brought into Diſpute, when the oppreſſed Crown 
lcemed ready to be torn in pieces, or to change its Maſter. 

The Command of Laucate continued to this generous Widow : And for 
the ſpace of ſeven years ſhe performed the Functions of it with ſo much 
courage, and with ſo laborious an Aſsiduity, as ſhe left nothing more to 
be deſired in point of her care and conduct. By her preſence ſhe gave 
incouragement to the labours and exerciſes of the Souldiers : She was af- 
fiſting intheir Duties, and keptthem in an exact Order, and under a regu- 
lar Diſcipline : She Commanded pleafingly, and with Dignity ; and ſhe 
her ſelf added example, and the ſhew of action to her Commands : And 
whatſoever an active and vigilant Captain, Armed with Authority, could 
have done in a Garriſon Town, this gallant Woman did ir generouſly and 
with ſuccels, ſhe did it with comelineſs and a pleaſing grace. 

The deceaſed King Henry the Great , who eſteemed nothing raſhly 
and out of fancy, highly prized this Generoſity : And when ſome Cour- 
tiers affefting the Government of Laucate, repreſented ro him, that a Place 
of ſuch importance was not ſafe in the hands of a Woman: He often Ane 
ſwered, ** T hat he repoſed more Truſt in this Woman, then in the ableſt 
© Man of his Kingdom : That he knew not any one, who could give 
« ſogallant an Earneſt, or ſo precious a Pledge of their Fidelity, as ſhe 
«© haddone: And that above all, it concerned the honour of France, to 
*© have it known, that there were Ladies of that Nation, not inferiour to 
« Captains. Nothing could be added to theſe few words : They ſpake 
more then our longeſt Elogies can do. They Crown the Memory of this 
Generous Woman, and are a greater Honour to her then a triumphant 
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SPE F, rc come too late, and have loſt the faireſt 
SA piece of the moſt magnanimous action Rome— 
Jy hath ever ſeen : The Actors as you ſee are 
Wy few in number, but all choice and famous 
ones : And what they doe 1n private, and with- 
out noiſe , will be ſpeedily carryed to I heatres and pub- 
like Places, and wil receive Applauſes from all free and 
Roman Hands. 

You come not ſo far off, and are not ſo great a ſtranger to 
Rome, that you have heard no ſpeech of eArria. She 1s a mo- 
dern Copy of the ancient Vertue : ſhe is a young woman, 
and hath the Features of the old Republike. Her Apparell 
and Speech ſures indeed with this tme : but her Courage, 
Conſtancy, and Fidelity are of the Sabins Age. And though 
ſhe lives under the Reign of (laudius the Simple, and in the 
Court of Meſſeline the Incontinent, yet nothing of this Reign, 
nor of this Court appears in her Manners : They are of Lu- 
crecia's Age, or of ſome other far purer Time,and leſs remote 
from the primitive Vertue. Common Fame may have told 
you all that can be ſaid of this womans Vertue : but it could 


not as yet inform you what you ſee of her Courage. 
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She returned long ſince from Dalmatia, following in a 
ſmall Bark the Fortune and Ship of her Husband, who was 
led away Captive. You may have heard that he had been 
one of the Heads of the Scriboman Conſpiracy ; and that he 
had hberty to paſs which way he pleaſed to Meſſalin and 
N arciſſus. His wife perceiving him irreſolute, between 
Fear and Courage, ſhe her ſe}f took a couragious reſolution, 
chat the might fortifie him by her example, and teach him 
how to make choiſe of a Conſular Death , and equall to the 
Victories and I riumphs of his Anceſtors. I could with that 
we had been preſent at the Diſcourſe which ſhe newly had 
with him. V Ve might have heard the Images of the Cicinna's 
jpeak : we might have ſeen the memory of ( ato and Brutus, 
and the glory of all the Detenders of Liberty laid before him 
to give hum Courage. | 

Tothe force of ſo many Heroick reaſons, and of ſo many 
magnanimous words, ſhe added the force of her Example, 
which 1s far more Heroick and Magnanimous. And the 
mortall ſtroke the but even now gave her ſelf; ſet a value up- 
on her Realons, and fortified them by a preſent Authority, | 
and by a Perſonall and ſtill-freſh Experiment. She exhorts 
hym with her eyes, and countenance as you ſee : ſhe exhorts 
hym with her hand, with which ſhe preſents him a Dagger. 
Bur her moſt efticactous and preſling Exhortation 1s that of 
her wound, which 1s a mouth of good credit and belief; a 
mouth which can only ſay what it thinks,and nothing which 
it doth not perſwade. 1 his ſtream of blood which flaws 
trom thence, hath her voice and ſpirit : and this ſpent all 
warm, that it penetrates the heart of Gicinnat , diflipates his 
fears and coldneſs - [ayes his trembling fits, and fortifies his 
weakneſs; and raiſes up there againſt Death a true Patrici- 
nian Vertue,of the Age of Liberty,and of the ſpirit of Rome. 

eArria accompanies with the ſweetneſs of her eyes the vi- 
gour of this ſpirit : and che ſhadow of approaching Death 
was {o far from obſcuring them, that they never caſt forth 
more fire ; they never dittuſed ſo pure and penetrating a 


. b - . 
light. You believe peradventure that this is done by an 


effuſion 
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effuſion which 1s naturall and common to all Torches which 
draw near their end. For my part I believe, and believe it 
with more probabllity,tha this ſurpluſage of light iſſues from | 
the very ſoul of eArria, which ſhews it ſelf oper by theſe 
fair Gates to the ſoul of ( wimnaf, and exhorts it to lally forth 
couragtoully after her. But from what ſpring {oever this 
pure and glorious effuſion ariſeth ; 1t 1s certain that (tcinna 
1s penetr med by 1t : and his ſoul, which fear had mpri- 
ſoned, being now inflamed and amated by the power of 
this light, expects only the farall ſtroke which was to ſet it 
at liberty. 

Togive this blow, Arria preſents him a Dagger, {tl warm 
with her blood and courage. Love 1s the mediator of this 
commerce, and at the ſame time, and by the ſame inſpiration 
infuſeth courage into the mind ul Arria, and reſolution 1nto 
the ſpirit of Cicinna. T ake not this Loom for one of thoſe nice 
ones 1n whom Poppy cauſeth the head-ach, and who would 
not adyenture to touch a Role, unleſs it be dilarmed ; It15 
one of thoſe couragious and magnanimons Loves, of thoſc 
which have produced Heroes and Heroeſles, of tld which 
know no other Garlands but Helmets, no alto >r Poſies but 
Swords, of thoſe which take delight in F roſt and Rain, in 
Chains —_ Priſons. And I am much miſtaken if it be not 
the very ſame Love which led Euadne to the flaming pile of 
_ her Hatond which ſparked the Sword wherewith the crue 

Dido puarded her ſelf from a ſecond Marriage ; and which 
lately alſo cut off the Hair of the Vertuous Ehplicratea , pur 
the Helmet on her head, and made a Queen become a Foot- 
ſoldier in the Army of *M ithridates. 

At preſent this Love playes the Exhorter and Philoſo- 
pher, 1t ſpeaks to Cicinna of Iiberty and glory, and animares 
him to follow the Example and Courage of his witz. You 
would ſay, that in guiding his hand to the Dagger which 1s 
oftered him, ſhe aſſures him, that it will cut off the Iigaments 
of his ſoul —_ hurting him ; that it hath been Gd 
in the boſome of eArria, and by the fire of her heart that 


her blood hath qualified it, and _ from thence all that it 
"ae | had 
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had of malignity and ſharpneſs : and that not only ſo No- 


ble and Honourable a weapon as that, but even 4 Cord pre- 
ſented by the hand of fo gallant a woman , would be more 
glorious then many Diadems wrought by he hand of For. 
cune, and pr eelented by thoſe of e M1 {eſſaline. 

( icinna ſeems fully perſwaded by theſe realons, and con- 
firms them by his geſture and countenance. He 15no longer 
hc fcarfull {ad 1rreſolute man as before : He hath ſtill 
the ſame head and body, but another heart 1s placed in this 
body, and another ſpirit in this head. He hath no longer any 
blood in his veins which 1s not Romane : All his thoughts 
are triumphant, and all his ſentiments worthy of a Conlul : 
and ſhortly his ſoul, greater then Fortune, and ſtr onger then 
Death, will depart Cibdious over.both, = re-unite it {elf 
to the "F) of Arria. 

This Example of conſtancy and conjugall - idelity 1s very 
precious to Rome at this time : and no doubt bur the young 
Arria and T raſeus her Husband, who are ſpectators thereof, 
will make good ule of 1t. They greedily and ſtudiouſly col- 
lect the circumſtances thereof, and look upon it as the princt- 
pal piece of their Patrimony. Truly it 1s wonderfull to:be- 
hold a wiſdom at the age of eighteen ; to behold maruriy 
and youth 1 in. ond and che ſame head. To ſce a womancou- 

ragious and conitant ; a woman grave and ſerious 11 an age 
of Woriſemenct and pleaſures. She conceives her ſelf more 
rich from the leſſons and examples of her mother, then from 
the ſucceſſion of all the Conſuls of her Houſe : and three 
drops of her blood, and four ſyllables of her laſt words have 
ſomething in them which 1s dearer to her then all the Pearls 
of her Anceſtors. She likewiſe ſtores up theſe words, and 
layes up about her heart all chat ſhe can gather of his blood, 
and of the ſpirit which is mingled with it. Surely this muſt 
needs be her good Genius, who inſpires her ſo timely to arm 
her ſelf thereby : and ſhe cannot chooſe but foreſee the occa- 
ſions wherein 1t will be uſefull to her to have conſerved the 
memory of her Mother, and fortified her ſelf with her Blood 
and Courage. 


Trafeus 
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T rafſeus was no leſs ſolicitous to reap benefit by this 1l[u- 
ſtrious Example : The preſent misfortune of (zcinna is a pre- 
ſage to him of his future miſhap : and not finding himſelf fo 
weak as to crouch under the age, nor ſo powerfull as to alter 
it.heclearly ſees that the leaſt he can expeR,is to be ruined by | 
it after the reſt. He teſtifies at leaſt by his countenance that he 
will not fall cowardly, nor expect nll they puſh him on : 
and all the rules of Phiſiognomy are deceitfull, or he will be 
an Original of his time, and his death will have one day a 
place amongft the Heroick Examples. 


54 
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SONNET. 


ARR1a ſpeaks. 


A Rr1a mſtrutts her Husband, by her wound, 

T hat im Y gallant Death no ſmart 11 found: 

The Noble Blud which from her Boſome flows, 
Of her Chaſte Fire the heat and tin@ure ſhows. 


(onjoyntly with this blood of matchleſs worth, 
eA Fate-ſubduing Love hath 1ſſu'd forth . 
Who thus Cicinna's coldnefs doth exhort 
To cloſe this gallant Scene with hke effort. 


T hy Honour now Cicinna, ts at ſtake 


0 leſs then us thy Life ; os ( ourage take : 
Beware leſt abjett fear reſtrain thy hand, 


eAnd put thy Glory to a ſhameful land. 


 Arna thy wernd upon her ſelf hath ta'ne ; 


7 o her own Death ſhe hath annext the pain 
Of thine, and by an art extreamly rare, 
Hath only left it's Glory to thy ſhare. 


Elogy 
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Elogy of eArria. 


= {Bp 1 is true that, the Reign of the fift ( &/ar was but a perpetual 
$f Comedy : Bur the Interludes thereof were bloody and Tragi- 
£53 kg) call: And cruelty was*almoſt continually mixed there, with 
Toe OT (heloves of Meſſaline, and the Impottures of Narciſſa. The 
SpeRators grew at length weary of ſo ill compoſed and repreſented a 
Scene: And ſome of the leaſt patient, and moſt Couragious amongſt 
them, reſolved to force the Republike out of the hands of theſe Stage- 
Players. Nevertheleſs the Conlpirators failing in the ſucceſs they pro- 
milſed themſelves , Scrivonian, who was their Head, happened to be killed 
in Dalmatia: And his Complices, abandoned by reaſon of his death, re- 
| mained in the power of the Beaſt, whom they had inraged. | 

Afterwards Cicinna, who was the moſt ingaged in the Plot, was appre- 
hended and brought to Rome. "The Couragious and Faithful Arria did not 
deliberate, whether ſhe ought to follow him.It came nor into her thoughts 
that Adverſity was a Divorce : ſhe did not believe that bad Fortune ought 
to be more powerful then Love ; nor that it could Lawtully diffolve 
Marriages. On the contrary , ſhe believed that ſhe was the Wife of 
Cicinua,a Criminal and Priſoner, as ſhe had been of Cicinna's a Favourite . 
and Conſul , and that ſhe ought to have as great a ſhare in his Chains and 
Puniſhments, as ſhe had in his Fortunes and Glory. She accompanied 
him to the Ship : And ar the inſtant of Imbarking, ſeeing her ſelf pur 
back by the Guards : © You will permit ar leaſt, ſaith ſhe, that a Sena- 
* tor of an ancient Conlulary Race, may have ſome body to wait up-. 
« on him, during ſo long a Voyage. I alone will ſupply the Places 
© of his Attendants : Andthe Ship will not be the more burthened, nor 
© the more expoſed to Tempelts: 

None being able to perſwade theſe Barbarous People to receive her all 
entire, ſhe did not forbear in fpight of them, ro imbark her ſpirit and 
heart with her Husband , and thar ſhe might follow him, ar leaſt in part, 
ſhe pur her Body into a Fiſhermans Bark, and expoſed it to the Winds 
and Waves which carried away the reſt. Fortune favoured ſo couragicus 
a Fidelity : The Spirit and Body of Arria arnved at Rome at the ſame time : 
And being re-united at their arrival, did joyntly and with mutual cares 
ſollicite the freedom of Cicinma. Her endeavours finding ill ſucceſs, ſhe 
reſolved to die: And ſhe ſufficiently explained her elf, by the reproach 
ſhe uſed towards the wife of Scribonian tor {urviving the death of her Hus- 
band, ſlain in her boſom. 

Her Son-in-Law Thraſeus alledged all that he could devile to per- 
ſwade her to live : All that he could invent not prevailing with her : 
© You have a mind then, faith he, that your Daughter ſhould abandon 
* her ſelf to the like deſpair: And you condemn her to die with me, 
* when Fortune ſhall ordain char I muſt periſh. My Example doth nor 
| condemn 
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&« condemn her (replyed ſhe : ) And when ſhe' ſhall have lived as long, 
<« 2nd with as [weet an harmony, as I have done with (icinna, ſhe may 
« die boldly without my coming back to take the {word our of her hand, 
<® or the poiſon out of her mouth. Her kindred being advertiſed by this 
Anſwer, that her Reſolution was of more force then their Reaſons, they 
renewed their cares and diligences towards her. She belought them to 
ſuffer her quietly to die, and not to change an eaſe death into a painfull 
one. Having faidthis, ſhe violently threw her (elf againſt the next Wall, 
and fell into a ſ\wound. Being come again to her ſelt with much ado : 
« 1 did tell you, ſaith ſhe, that all you could do, was but to hinder me 
« from dying quietly and at eaſe. 

All the violent Attempts which Arria made upon her ſoul, did not 
looſen the ſoul of (icinna, nor perſwaded it to depart Honourably our of 
the World, and withour expecting the violence of his Enemies. She 
went at laſt to ſce him, © And declared to him , that if he had not 
* courage enough to go firſt, heought ar leaſt to have enough to follow 
© her. Shereprelented to him on the one fide, the ſhame of being con- 
< tinually made a Viay-game by a proftitured Woman and an inſolenc 
« Servant, who made a Scene of the Court, and a Fantome of his Ma- 
« ters. On the crher {ide ſhe remonſtrated ro him the Infamy which 
© the Executioner left to the Aſhes and Memory ot thoſe that died by his 
« hands. She often repeated to him, that death was only terrible to irre- 
« ſolute and timerous perſons : That it doth never wound ſuch Coura- 
© gious Souls, as looſen voluntarily themſelves, and prevent the hand of 
« force. Thar this laſt Act would be more looked upon in Hiſtory, then 
« his Conſulſhip ; and would be more reſplendent then the Triumphs 
« of his Anceſtors. And perceiving thathe ſtill deliberated between Re- 
ſolution and Fear, ſhe plung'd a Dagger into her own boſom, which ſhe 
had provided for that purpoſe: And then drawing it forth warm and 
dropping , ſhe preſented it ro him with theſe words, which were the 
moſt Heroick and Victorious that ever iſſued from a Romans mouth : 
Take this Dagger (vcimna, it hath done me no harm. Cicinna received 
from her hand, with the Weapon, the Spirit and Courage which came 
forth of her wound : And died rather by the Magnanimiry of Arria, then 
by his own Courage. 


Moral 
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MORAL REFLECTION. 


Love and conjugal Fidelity doth confiſt : Ler them obſerve how 

many Combars ſhe hath fought, and how many Victories ſhe hath 
gained. She had a preſent and future Intereſt in his Poſleſsions and Hopes. 
She was Young, Rich, and the friend of Meſſaline : She might have lefe 
her husband to Juſtice , and reſerved her ſelf for a better Fortune, and a 
more happy Marriage. Her Riches , her Beauty, her Youth were no 
Criminals : They had not conſpired againſt the Prince : And it was not 
againſt chem Commilſsioners were appointed , and Informations given. 
She rejected nevertheleſs, the Temptations of her Age and Intereſt. She 
liſtened only to her Fidelity and Love : And taught her whole Sex by her 
Example, thata good Woman hath no other Intereſt, then her Rusband : 
that to her, there was but one Man in all the World, and thar he dying, 
Riches, Youth and Beauty die to her. 

Arria likewile reads a {ſecond Leſſon to Women, which is no leſs impor- 
tant, nor leſs uſeful then the firſt : ſhe teacheth them how that Perſon is 
deceived, who ſaid that Marriage was buta name of pleaſure : And that 
even now adayes they are much miſtaken, who believe it to bea commu- 
nity of Goods and Fortunes. Ir is a name of Yoke and Afiction, a com- 
munity of Evils and Troubles; a ſociety of Cares and Labours. And it 
is fit that young Women ſhould be advertized on the day of their Mar- 
riage, thatthey are not to be Marryed only for that day, bur for allthe reſt 
which are to follow , how ſtormy ſoever they may prove, and what 
unpleaſling hours ſoever they may have. They ought tro know, that 
with the perſon of their Husbands, they elpouſe all their preſent and 
future Fortunes ; and that they are obliged ro follow them, ro whar 
place ſoever the wind drives them, in what ftorm ſoever the Heavens 
pours down upon them. But this verity will be more enlarged in 


the enſuing Queſtion. 


T: Chriſtian Ladies learn of this 1dolatreſs, in what diſintereſſed 


H h Moral 
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MORAL QVESTION. 


( onceraing the Duty of VV/tves towards Husbands in the time 


of their Liſlreſſes and eM tsfortunes. 


] Could not as yet Divine, why Married Women are crowned, and 
their Nuprials 1s celebrated with lo great pomp, and with ſo much Joy. 
Ttol peak properly, and without a figure, it is to adorn Slaves and 
crown Caprives, it 15to lead them to Priſon in pomp and jollity; it is 
to inchain them with Cer emony and Muſick. I am well read in the An- 
tiquity of this Cuſtom : | lee very well that Time, Example, and the ge- 
ner ality of People are for it. But I know allo, that Antiquity 1s neither all 
Wie, nor all Holy. The fhirit Men may have left us their abuſes as well 
As cheir infirmities : And old Errours are not better conditioned then 
the new : Sins are not juſtified by the crowd of thole that commir 
them. It were-far niore to. the purpoſe, and of far better example, that 
the Wedding: of Chriſtians ſhould be grave and modeſt : That rhe 
Ceremony {ſhould be ſerious and frugal; and that inſtead of being an 
object of accels and pleaſure for new married Couples, it ſhould be a Leſ- 
Dn of Patience,and a preparative to Troubles. There would not be ſeen ſo 
many Rich verſions Incumbred, nor {o many Innocent Repentants. There 
would not jo manycomplain of being caught by a ſpecious bait;who curſe 
the flowers under which ſo many thornes have | been hid. They 
would have at leaſt made trial of the burthen before they laid it on their 
ſhoulders : They would have meaſured their forces with this yoke: They 
would have prepared their courage,and head to bearit cheerfully. 
jtis even as | jay, and it 15 profitableto be often {aid ; to the end Igno- 
rance May not give way to Deceit. Marriage is not what it appears afar 
off and exteriourly, It hath not only more thornes then flowers , :and 
more bad then good moments : Not only the dayes of mourning and 
dilquict are there longer and more numerous then the Feſtival ones ; But 
what is more ſtrange, there is not one thorn, which cauſes not a double 
wound by one ſingle rouch. There is not one RE moment, which 15 not 
reckoned two : Noday of mourning or vexation whichis not double I 
mean that a married Woman beſides her particular thornes and pains 
which arc proper to her, ought over and above, and by the obligation of 
her Condition, to lnhben Het {elf with the cronbles and afflictions of 
hee Husband. She ought to expoſe her ſelf to the ſame dangers, and to 
 partakeof the ſame oms. It is not allowed her to be at quiet, whilſt 
Fortune perlecutes him : She cannot handſomly ſhelter her ſelf from 
the darts which are caſt againſt him : She ought to be toiled up and 
down with him, to have her ſhare in all the ſtrokes he receives; to 
bleed atall his wounds. And this is according to Juſtice and Law, even 
natural Juſtice,and the fundamental Law of Marriage. 


Firft 
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Firſt, If we conſider the End which God propoſed to himſelf in the 
Creation of Woman; we ſhall finde that ſhe was given to Man to be his 
Domeſtique aſsiſtant, a neer Co-adjutreſs, and of the ſame Birth with 
him. Now it is certain that afſiſtances and ſervices are not neceſlary for 
any body in time of Proſperity. Good Fortune hath no need of comfort 
or ſupport ; of having her Tears dryed up, or her Blood ſtanched.lt is not 
for her, Oyles and Balm is provided , that Plaiſters and Sear-clothes are 
made : She hath a ſound Body and a free Minde : She is equally diſ- 
charged from all that is Burthenſom and Atficting. It 1s only to 
bad Fortune, Charity and Compaſlsion , Lenitives and Remedies are 
neceſſary. She is always either Sick or Wounded in ſome part : Her eyes 
are never dry ; her Wounds are never cloſed , and at all times, ſhe hatch 
need of a Preparative and Conlolation, of a Phvſitian and Philoſopher: 
Women; who are Naturally Aſsiſtants tro Men, and their Co-adjutreſles by 
| Divine Inſtitution, appertain more to their Husbands when Suffering and 
Perſecuted, then when Happy and in Favour. And ſurely their Offices 
would not be very important, nor their Cares very conſiderable and ulſe- 
full, if they ſhould be willing to be accommodated with their Husbands 
Riches, and Illuſtrious with their Dignity and Glory ; it they ſhould free- 
ly offer themſelves to accompany them in Purple, and under a Canopy of 
Stare ; if they ſhould make no difficulty to ſhare in their Feaſts, and to re- 
ceive with them the gifts of Fortune : And yer when thoſe Feaſts were 
over, and another Fortune arrived ; they fhould become Strangers in their 
Houſes, and to their Husbands, they ſhould be unwilling to ſuffer with 
them one drop of rain; they ſhould not ſpeak to thei but ar diſtance, 
and with a Fornfall geſture , as if the very ſight of their Husbands 
portended miſchief , and that even their ſhadow were become in- 
tectious. 
Ler us add for a ſecond Reaſon, That as at the Creation of Woman, God 
conſidered the incommodities of Solitude,& the need man had of a Com- 
panion and Altiſtant , ſo he conſidered what was wanting to his entire 
Perfetion, and would not that ſo noble a Work,and begun with ſo much 
Art, ſhould remain Defective, and like thoſe rough-drawn pieces in which 
there is nothing formed but the Head. He then Created Woman ,and gave 
her to Man,not only as an Officious and Aﬀectionate Co-adjutrels, but as 
a ſecond Moity, and as a neceſlaay part to his Perfection. God having 
formed and joyned together theſe two Pieces, he declared in exprels terms 
that his Deſign was, that they ſhould make bur one Body : And it is in 
this ſenſe the words of Saint Paul ought to be underſtood, when he laith, 
Man ts the head of the Woman, This fecond Reaſon 1s yet more preciſe and 
preſsing then the former : And wives thereby are moe ſtraightly obliged 
ro take part in cither Fortune of their Husbands. And certainly ita Calm 
and Tempeſt be common to thoſe that ſayl in the {ame Veilel: If all the 
Perſons of one houſe have the ſame days and nights, and ſuffer joyntly all 
the inequalities of Seaſons : The Community doubtleſs ought to be more 
entire, and berter linked together _—_ the parts of the ſame Body: and 
Hh 2 rhis 
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this-would be ſtrange and ſeem Monſtrous, if their Sentiments were not 
equal, and their Compaſsion mutual : Bur ic would truly exceed all that 
is ſtrange and exorbirant,if in the Compound, which is made of Wife and 
Husband, whilſt that part which Governs is in Mourning and Affliction, 
the other which 1s ſubject ſhould be jocund, and play the Wanton , and 
would leave off nothing of her Ornaments or Pleaſures : If the Body of 
a Wounded and bleeding Head were delightfully adorned, covered over 
with Perfumes, and loadon with Flowers : If a Wife would make one at 
all Meetings of Pleaſure, and take her ſhare in all Divertiſements, whulſt 
her Husband ſuffers the rack of the Sciatica, and the torture of the Stone. 

One may allo lay,the better to eſtabliſh this Duty, and perſwade it more 
efficaciouſly, that amonglt all kinds of Friendſhips, there is not any ſo 
Kraight, nor better linked together then that of Marriage. Ir 1s not exteri- 
our and ſuperficial, like other Amities: Nor is it upheld hike thoſe by civil 
Tyecs, which are weak, and break aſunder if never fo lucle tonched, Ir is 
an Union of the whole Soul and Body, the Tyes thereof are firm and ſolid. 
There is Nature and Grace jn it : The whole Perfon is faſtned therewith ; 
and Time, which wears out Braſs and Steel, cannot diſſolve them. Now 
Friendſhip,as every one knows,is a Community of Sentiments,and Wills, 
of Joyes and Afflitions, of good-anct evit Fortunes: Weare further adver- 
tiſed by the Wife,that-bleſsings-canntor' enver threte but after evils: And that 
good Fortune (ought not to have aniyphace there, ' but as ſncceeding.to the 
bad. Whereupon we may remember the words of Seneca, who faith, thar 
ſuch Perſons underſtand-not Friendſhip; as feek in' a Friend'a merry and 
Table-Companion, a Solicitor of fnits; an Agent of favour, a Mediator 
of Fortune : That we mult ſeek ont'a Perſon with whom we may cheer- 
tully-enter into Priſon, whoſe Bondage and Chains we bear; A man in 
whoſe company we ſuffer Shipwrack without exclaiming againſt the Pla- 
nets, or complaining of the Tempeſt; A man for whom we endure the 
Wrack without pain, for whom we die ſmiling and with Joy. Andif 
common Friendſhip, which is free and ſuperficial, and ſupported only by 
Nature, hath [op painful Duties,and ſo heavy and hazardous burthens, what 
mult be the Duries and Burthens of the Friendſhip of Marriage, which is 
{o interiour and neceſſary, which bath the aſsiftance of God, and the Ver- 
rue of the Sacrament; which is ſuſtained by Nature, and fortified by Grace? 
Can it be either Intereſſed or Timerous, with any Necency ? can it hand- 
ſomly expreſs a nicenels? can it apprehend ſorrow and death ? can it avoid 
bad Fortune ? 

I might allo affirm, chat this Duty is reckoned amongſt the comely qua- 
licies of a Wife, and the honor of a Family, and that no baſler perſpeRtive 
can be.ſcen in a houſe, then a ſick and afflicted Husband, and a golsiping 
and tricked up Wite. This detect wounds generally all eyes : and there are 
no Pictures in 7taly,nor Forreign Land{chaps: there are no Ancient or Mo- 
dern Figures can reftihe it. Honor and decency is not only concerned 
therein, but even contentment and ſatisfaction. And as hands touch ten- 


derly a fick and wounded head, and as it is a torment to them if they be 
hindred 
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Rhindred from ealing its pain, and touching its wounds : ſo a good wife; 
who hath a heart truly fixed, whois indued and penetrated by the Grace of 
the Sacrament,cannot have a purer {atisfaction, then to ſuffer with her huſ- 
band. And ſhould even good Fortune her ſelf rye her hands and feet to 
detain her by force with her, and ſhould hinder her from following her 
perſecuted and unfortunate husband; good Fortune would be abhorred 
by her with all her kindneſles : and were her tyes made of Crowns and 
Diadems, they would be unſupportable to her. 27 
For theſe reaſons Arria accompanyed (ima to death after ſhe had fol- 
lowed him through rocks and tempeſts. Apovin dyed couragiouſly with 
Sabin after ſhe had lived nine years enterred with him : Fpficratea hardned 
the tenderneſs of her Sex and condition, madethe Graces and Beauty war- 
like, that ſhe might accompany Mithridates, purſued by the Romans and 
Fortune : And generally all the faichfull Women in ancient times have per- 
formed the famous and exemplar ations which we behold with applauſe 
in Hiſtory. 
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EXAMPLE, 


Jane Coec'lo, the / Vife of Anthony Perez, Secretary to 
Philip the Second, : 


+ He memory of Anthony Perez, ought ſtill ro be freſh at Court : We 
| have ſeen him therea long time ago in Perſon : And: every day we 
{ce him there in his Relations and Letters. I know not whether the 
name of his wife be ſo well known there : bur I know very well that this 
is the firſt time ſhe appears in that place: And peradventure ſhe would 
never have come, f | had not brought her thither : It 1s convenient ne- 
vertheleſs that ſhe ſhould come and make her {clt known there : She will 
there not only contract no bad habits, nor will her vertue be altered by it-; 
but ſhe will give allo good examples to our Ladies, and read them 
Lectures of Fidelity and Conſtancy. She will teach them, that Marriage 
is not a ſociety of Paſtimes and Trafhck, thatthe Duties thereof do not 
alter with ſeaſons : that its Tyes ought neither to be broken aſunder, nor 
looſened by Fortune. She will teach them, that they ought to be the ſame 
to their ruined and unfortunate Husbands, as to thoſe that are raiſed up to 
honours, and in favour, that they ought to love them as dearly under a ' 
Chain, as under a Crown, that they ought to bear reſpect to their ruines, 
even to the pieces of their Shipwracks, and to the inſtruments of thei 
Puntſhments. 
This wiſe and Couragious Woman was of the Houſe of (ello, who 


held an Honorable rank amongſt the Illuſtcipus Families of Spain. But 
Nobilicy 
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- Nobility without Vertue is but the half of a good Woman. Ir is a precious 

marter to which fair Features and a perfect Figure is wanting. Fane Coells 
was not one of thele ſhapele(s and defetive Nobles : ſhe was none of 
theſe rich and rude lumps; of cheie Marbles which arc only efteemed for 
the Name and Antiquity of the Quarry from whence they come : All the 
features of a good Woman were compleared in her, as the matter was 
there pure al precious : And her Vertue was properly to her Nobility, 
whart an exact and regular Figure is unto a rare piece of Marble. 

By cſpouſing Anthony Perez, ſhe thought not only to have married a 
Secretary, and the Fayourite of a Prince, a Miniſter of State, and a great 
manin expectation ; but ſhe believed to have Eſpouted all that Anthony 
Perez was, and could be, And prepared her ſe;f to Love him, in what 
condition ſoever Fortune might place him. If all wives entred into Mar- 
riage with the ſame foreſ1ght and preparation: It in the Ceremony of their 
Nuprials, and when they are to pronounce this word of Engagement and 
Servitude, this grear Word which cannot be retracted, they did give them- 
ſelves up in ſuch ſort, ro what is apparently Rich and Glonous : that 
they ftill reſerve themlelves for whar is poor and infirm , to which either 
may be reduced, it behinde the Favourite and the Grandee they did conſider 
the misfortunes and ruins which might happen to them ; there would be 
found more ſolid plealure, and more true latisfaction, leſs diſguſts our of 
Fancy, and lels conſiderable complaints in Marriages: Bad Fortune would 
not diſunite lo many Couples, nor make fo many Divorces: And Wives 
ezually prepared for the misiortunes and profperitics of their Husbands, 
would not change their hearts towards them upon every blaſt of wind ; 
nor woul\ have lo many different faces as are ſeen in the Moon. Iane Coells 
was not ſubject to this inequality of heart, nor to theſe varieties of looks. 
She doth not alter them with bad times, becauſe bad times produced no 
change in her Husband : And knowing that it was Perez whom ſhe had 
married, and not a Favourite and Miniſter of State, ſhe was the ſame to 
Perez Criminal and a Priſoner, as to Perez the Confident and Secretary 
of Philtp. 

Hiſtary indeed ſpeaks of the favour and credit of this Anthony Terex, 
and gives ſufficient reftimony that his Credit was not a credit acquired ac 
random, and by meer chance. He ferved a long time in the place of Secre- 
tary of State to Philip the ſecond, the ableſt Prince of his Age, and the 
moſt knowing in the Science of Princes. He underſtood all his Policies, 
and lived neer choſe Springs by which this King governed ſo many King- 
doms. He was acquainted with the ſecret of that fatal Cabinet-Councel! 
where ſo many Barcels and Sieges were deſigned; where Europe was aſlault- 
ed on all ſides, and new Territories invaded. And without doubt he was 
not an unprofitable piece in this Cabinet ; and his hand very often ſer a 
going, dexterouſly and with fuccels, thoſe Springs which gave mocion to 
ſo many Engines. Bur as Fortune never makes a gift of her Perſon, 
though ſometimes ſhe lends it: And as the Court is not a Heaven in 


which fixed Stars are ſeen; ſo Anthony Perez, fell in his turn from this high 
Eleva- 
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Elevation, and paſled ſuddenly, and without medium from favour into 
diſgrace. 

_ Me have written , that the murther of Secretary Eſcovedo was the 
cauſe of his misfortune. But thoſe have ſeen but the outſide of Afﬀairs, 
and have taken the Watch for the Spring. We ought rather to believe 
the Speculatives of the Eſcurial, from whom we have learnt by tradition 
that the death of Efcovedo, made away by the ſecret order of King Philp, 
was indeed the pretence for impriſoning Perez. But the concurrence of | 
Philip and Perez in the love of the Princeſs of Eloby was the true cauſe of 
it. Nature had accompliſhed with extraordinary Care both the minde 
and body of this Princeſs : but ſhe had tormed but one of hereyes, whe- 
ther ſhe diſpaired to make her a ſecond like to the firſt ; whether ſhe 
would have her reſemble therein the Day, which hath bur one ; whether 
as Perez himfelt ſpake it to Henry the Great, ſhe apprehended, it ſhe had 
rwo eyes, ſhe might infire the whole World. However it were, this De- 
fect did not hinder her from ſubjecting a Prince, who boaſted of having 
two Worlds under his ſubjection, and of reigning as long as the Sun 
ſhines. And the Malignant Conſtellation of Anthony Perez, deſigned , 
that his inclination ſhould concur with that of his Maſter. 

Truly that Concurrence is very perilous; and the dangerſo much the 
more certain, as Fortune appears more favourable , and 'gives there the 
faireſt hopes. Inall times ir hath been preached to Courtiers, and in all 
ſeaſons it will be unprofitably preached to them without amendmenr. 
There are ſome arrogant and temerarious Loves, which give a bold ſhock 
_ to Crowns and Scepters, which take delight in making Honourable and 
Soveraign Rivals, which are like that vain-gforious Youth, who would 
wraſtle and run with none but Kings. Butthele arrogant and remerarious 
Loves are ſubject to cruel Tragedies : And not long ſince, remarkable and 
ſad examples have been ſeen of them amongſt our Neighbors. 

Anthony Perez, who was in other things ſo judicious and prudent, did 
not in this make uſe of his Judgement, nor adviſed with his Prudence. 
He loved the Princels Eloby with Philip: And perchance, to his misfortune, 
he was berter beloved by her then Philip. He had a pleaſing and affable 
Wir : he Wrote gallantly both in Proſe and Verſe. He had an excellent 
gift in compoling a Letter : he tranſlated well a Sonnet and Stanza. His 
Services favoured not of Authority, nor reſembled Obligations. The 
Graces and Mules, which areattraQve and per{waſive, ſpake to his Mi- 
ſreſs in his behalf. And Philip had for himſelf but a dazling, and incom- 
modious greatneſs , and that Majelty which tortures Love, and impriſons 
the Graces. This good Fortune, if I may ſtile it fo, was the ruine of Perez. 
Philip chole rather to part with a good Servant,then toendure a Rival more 
happy then himſelf. And the death of Eſcovedo happening in this con« 
jun&ture; he put Perez in a Place, where he had lealure ro learn; thar it is 
a dangerous thing to ſtand in competition with his Maſter. 

His Couragious and Faithful Wife, did not account her ſelf a Widow 
by the fall of her Husband : the did not believe that his Impriſqnment 
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had ſer her at Liberty : The Princeſs of Eloby was no corroſive to her, 
and the did not rejoyce in her minde with Philip, for having with one 
ſtroke freed her from a Rival, and himſelf from a Competitor. Thele 
thoughts of Liverty would have become a ratling Dame, who mighr 
have had a loolned ſpirit, and a Widdowed heart in an engaged Body : 
And an irritated Jealouſte might have been ſatiated with thele bitter ima- 
ginations, aud thele deſires of Revenge. © The prudent Wite, equally 
* remote from a Golsiping humour as well as Jealoulte,confidered that un- 
* happy and deveſted Perez was not another Man then Perez in favour, 
«and inveſted with the grace of his Prince : Thar bad Fortune gives no 
« right of retraction, nor juſtihes unfairhful Women , And that a hearr 
« faſtened in good earneſt, never withdraws trom any thornes which 
© grow in the place where it is fixed. She repreſented to her ſelf, thar her 
* Husbands faults did not diſpenſe with her Duty ; that a ſtrange and 
« forreign fire had not burnt her Tyes, nor conſumed the yoke of her 
* Marriage ; that her Fidelity would appear ſo much the more Chriſtian 
© and Heroick, for being ſtronger and victorious over a more dangerous 
*« Adverſary. She perſwaded her lelf, that the molt eminent Generoficy of 
*a good Woman, and the perfection of her Vertue conſ:ited in preſer- 
«ing her ſelf all entire to her divided Husband, and to ſecure unto him, 
even to the laſt, the donation of her heart, though he ſhould every day 
* withdraw his own by piece-meal; In accompanying him to whar place 
* loever he ſhould be caſt by a ſtorm:And above all in taking as great a ſhare 
*in his adverlities as himſelf even in thoſe adverſities which are the puniſh- 
© ment of his faults. 

Fortified by theſe conſiderations, ſhe made her ſelf a priſoner with 
Perez, and reſerved to her ſelf fo much liberty as he wanted ; to ſolicite 
their common friends; to implore from time to time the goodneſs of the 
King ; to employ by intervals the credit and favour of tears and [upplica- 
tions for the inlargement of her Husband. Behold how many Combats 
ſhe fought, how many Victories ſhe gained in this ſingle action ! She 
overcame Jealouſie, which is the moſt powerful and dangerous enemy 
of Women. She deprived her ſelf of liberty and repole, which are na- 
tural and inherent Bleſſings ; Bleſsings which are not parred with, bur by 
extream violence. She ſubdued Avarice, by the continual protuſions ſhe 
was enforced to make, to render the Gaolers and Guards plyable,in giving 
chem their fill. She was ſtronger then a Priſon, rigorous and terrible by 
reaſon of its incommodity, but far more rigorous and terrible in reſpect 
of the Princes anger, which had baniſhed all pitty from thence, which 
had re-inforced the Gates, and redoubled the obſcurities thereof ; which 
had added a new hardneſsto the Iron and Walls. In fine, ſhe was victo- 
rious over tortures and death ir ſelf, expoſing her (elf as ſhe did ro both, by 
the boldneſs ſhe ſhewed in conveying her Husband our of Priſon, and in 
deceiving the expectation and anger of the Prince. Truly this boldnels 
was very [ngemions and Witty : And Love was not only reſolute in this 
action, but a Deceiver in good earneſt, and without ſcandal. Notwith- 


ſtanding 
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ſtanding all this,the Couragious Woman would have anſwered with her 
head, both for the Inventions of her boldneſs, and the deceits of her Love, 
it Philip had conſulted with the jealouſie he had of his Authority, and of 
his Miſtreſs. 

Anthony Perez, ſeeing all wayes barred up againſt hope, and that not one 
ſingle Ray of mercy appeared from the Eſcurial, reſolved by the advice of 
his Wife to ſeck of himſelf an end to his Mileries, without importuning 
any more unpowerful Interceſſors , and a deat Clemency. The reſo- 
lution was, that Jane (cello ſhould procure a Womans Garment to be 
ſecretly brought, and that Perez in the evening might go forth with her 
diſguiſed in this attire, and mingled with the Women of her Train. The 
Plot took effect as they had deſigned it : Tane Coello went forth, accom- 
panied with this new Attendant, and intreated the Guards, with gold in 
her hand, to permit her Husband to take ſome reſt, who all the laſt 
night could nor{lcep by reaſon of his diſquiets and diſcontents, Perez, 
ſet at Liberty by this Device, repaired to Henry the Great, who received 
him with Honour. And ane Coello ſtaied behinde in Spain , eſteemed 
by every one for her Courage and Fidelity. 

I am the firſt that have ſhewn this Couragious and Faithful Wo- 
man to France : And I now preſent her unto the Court, to the end 
our Ladies may learn of her, that great _ and ſtudied Exceſles 
do not form a gallant Woman : Thar ſo fair a Figure delerves better 
Lineaments and Colours : That the Nobleſt blood of the World is 
obſcure, and wants luſtre, if Vertue doth not give it. That - a 
is a Companion as well for bad Times, and rugged Tracks , as for 
fair Dayes , and delightful Roads: And that the affetion of a good 
Woman ſhould reſemble Ivy , which ſticks cloſe and inſeparably to 
that Tree which it hath once imbraced, never leaving it, what ſnow 
ſoever falls upon it, what wind ſoever ſhakes it, what tempeſt ſoever 
bears it down. ” 
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Paulina. 


PS it one of the Graces, or an wounded eAmazon 
' who dyes there ſtanding, and in the poſture of 
a Conquereſs © She is truly a Grace , even a 
manly and magnanimous Grace : No Anagon, 
unleſs a P hiloſophick and long Rob'd Amazon. 
She is the wiſe and vertuous Paulina, who became a Stoick 
in the houſe of Seneca; and reſolyes to die in his Company, 
and by hts Example. 

You may have heard what common rumour hath pub- 
lithed of eros ingratitude, and of the Fatal command of 
death he ſent his Maſter. Thi ſecond Parricide no leſs ſcan- 
dalized the Senate, and all the People, chen the firſt, which is 
yet freſh, and whoſe blood ſtill reaks upon the Merch, And 
the impiety of the Tyrant after it had cauſed Agrippma to be 
murthered; who had been twice his Mother, an broughe 
him no Wc into the Empire,then into the wor Id; after it had 
put Seneca to death, the Inſtructer of his youth, and the Fa- 
ther of his ſpirit, pes not aſcend higher, if 1triſe not up 
againſt God himſelf; 1f 1t fall not on Religion and holy 

things. Though this laſt ſtroke fell only upon Seneca, yet he 


is the only perſon that was not {| urprized with it : and having 
"3 © often 
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often beheld the ſoul of Aero open, and even to the bottom; 
he ever indeed beheved that figures of Rhetorick, and ſen- 
rences learnt by roat, would not be more acknowledged then 
the Life and Empire he received from his Mother. 

 Herecerved hkewiſe that barbarous Order with a Tran- 
quility truly Stoick, and worthy the Reputation of his Sect. 
He did not appeal to the Senate, he knew very well that the 
Senate 15 now but a Body diveſted of Power, a diſmembred 
Body, and ſtill bleeding of the wounds 1t had received from 
the Tyrant. He did not implore Redreſs from the Laws : 
they were all at preſent either baniſhed or dead. He was con- + 
tent to obey without noyſe or delay : and you could not ar- 
rive more ſeaſonably to ſee a Stoick, dying according to the 
forms and principles of his Profeſſion. Paulina would alſo 
ſhew, that Conttancy belonged to her Sex no leſs then to 
ours; and that V Vomen might be Philoſophers without 
| having commerce with Lycea and Portica, without making 
Dilemmaes or Sylogiſmes. She beheved, that being the one 
half of Seneca, ſhe might be couragious by his Courage, and 
dye by the example of his Death, as ſhe had been enriched 

by his Riches, and honoured by his Fortune. 
Their Veins hapned to be opened by the ſame hand and 
Lancet. Their blood and ſpirits were mixt together 1n their 
wounds : And that of Seneca, entring into the Arm of Pau- 
lina with the Lancet, penetrated her very heart, and ſeated 
itſe]f about her ſoul. You ſee alſo,that being inſtructed and 
fortified by this ſpirit, which ſerves for a ſecond reaſon, and 
an acceſſory Courage, ſhe had the fortitude to expe death 
 Randing, which1s the laſt Act of Soveraign Vertue, and the 
true poſture of dying Heroes. T he blood ſtreamed from 
her Arm with violence, as 1f her ſoul preſſed it to have the 
glory of going out the firſt : And to behold the pureſt and 
moſt ſpirituall parts thereof, which ſpurt up from the Baſon 
into which it fell, you would ſay that it takes a pride in the 
Nobleneſs of its Extraction,and conceives it {elf too well de- 
ſcended to be ſpilt on the ground. Paulina calmly, and with- 
out the leaſt alteration beholds it trickling down. And ſaving 
that 


OO WS O—_———_ ——_—_——  — 


T he Gallery of Herock Women. 69 
that her Colour vaniſhed away by degrees, and Paleneſs 
fucceeded, as it doth to the laſt Rays of a fair day,which dyes 
in a beautiful Cloud,no change was to be ſeen in her Coun- 
tenance. 

Her Conſtancy 1s no ſavage Conſtancy:lt hath a ſerenity 
and Grace ,; bur it 1s a pale ſerenity, and an expiring Grace. 
She 1s more covetous of her Tears and Sighs, then of her 
Blood and Lite : ſhe prohibited her Eyes and Mouthto 
{hew the leaſt ſign of weakneſs : And a Statue of white 
Marble, which ſhould make a Fountain of its artificiall 
Veins, could not have a more peaceable ſtability, nor a more 
gracefull confidence. 

T his example ts very rare : but 1t 1s {ad, and cannot in- 
ſtruc the mind, but by wounding the heart. T he ſteam of 
{o Noble Blood draws almoſt tears from your eyes : And 
itafflicts you,that you are notable to ſave the fair remains of 
ſo beauteous a Life. Letitno longer rormeeyou * The 
Tyrant advertiſed of Paulina's generous reſolution, ſends 
Souldiers to hinder her Death, and inforce her to live, Not 
that he takes care of the Vertues, or 1s willing to preſerve the 
Graces, which are ready to dye with her. He 1s Nero 1n all 
his actions, and doth no leſs miſchief when he ſaves, then 
when he ki's. It 1s becauſe he delights to ſever the beſt 
united hearts, and to divide the faireſt Couples : It 1s be- 
cauſe he takes pleaſure in forcing inclinations, and violating 
ſympathies : Iris becauſe he hath a deſire to exerciſe upon 
friend{hips and ſouls an interiour and fpirituall Tyranny : 
It 1s becauſe after the deach of Seneca, he will have the heart 

of Seneca1n his power. 

The Baliſters of Porphirie, upon which you ſee him lean- 
ing, 1s the ſame, as they ſay, on which lately at the noiſe and 
light of flaming Rome, he fung the firing of Troy. He ſpeaks 
from thence to the Souldiers he ſent to Paulma, and com- 
mands them to make haſt. Though ſhe had but two ſteps 
to make, yet they will enforce her to retreat, and faſten her 
again to life, by binding up her wounds. It were to be with- 


ed, for the good of Rome, that they had done asmuch to 
Seneca; 
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Seneca : But if they had Swathes and Remedies to apply to 


him, Nero could wiſh that they might be impoyloned 
Swathes, and killing Remedies. T he lait year he cauſed the 
ſame Remedies to be applyed to gallant Burrus his other 
Governour : And doubt not but he will ſhortly ſend the 
like to Seneca, 1t 11s Soul make not the more haſte to eXPIre. 

It is not the good old mans fault, that his ſoul 1s not alrea- 
dy at hiberty : heprefleth it with vehemency enough ; and 
hath made for it Ortfices large enough 1n all his Veins. But 
Seneca mult be long a dying, that his lingring death may be 
a laſting Inſtruction, and a Pattern of a large extent. Sure- 
ly this Seneca 18 not the man of whom Envy and Detraction 
hath made ſo many falſe Pictures. I perceive nothing of 
weaknels or vice wherewith they reproach him. And this 
Death, what ever ignorant and traducing ſpirits ſay , cannot 
be the Tragedy of a ſeemingly Vertuous perſon, of a 
mazked Piſopher of a Counterfeit and Sophiſticall 
Dodtor. 

His calm and ſetled Conſtancy, ſhews outwardly the ſta- 
bility of his mind. He ſeems to confirm with his eyes, and 
brow, whatſoever he hath written concerning the contempt 
of Fortune and Death : You would ſay that he alledges 
himſe!f for the proot of his Doctrine. He Philoſophizes by 
as many mouths, as there are wounds : And every drop of 
his blood 1s a Stoicall Demonſtration : A proof of his Opi- 
nions, and a teſtimony which he renders to the Courage of 
his Sect. His weeping and mourning friends receive with 
his laſt words , the laſt ſpirit of Philoſophy, and the pure 
lights which already his almoſt looſned and deſcryed Soul 
diffuſeth. 

The attention they give him 1s full of reſpe&t, and hath 
ſomething, I know not what, of Religion : It would be 
hard to ſay,whether it be to his voice or blood they are atten- 
tive : whether it be the dictates of his mouth, or thoſe of his 
wounds which they write. 

In this extremity this ſevere man, who ſo boldly looks up- 


on Death, as if he were ſeeing a Mask, dares not fix. his eyes 
upon 
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upon Paulina. 1 think that he apprehends leſt friendſhip 
might ſoften his ſpirit,and the Hand be found more pow- 
erfull in his heart then the Philoſopher. But be not ſcanda- 
lized at this tenderneſs. Ir is not unſeemly in a wiſe man. He 
may with credit affli&t himſelf for another : And the Tears 
which ftriend{hip hath expreſt, may decently trickle down on 


his Face. 


pig —_ —_—_—— ws _ 
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SONNET:. 
PauLrina ſpeaks. 


DD Aulina meers Death's Launcet, with a «ind 
N leſs of Stoick, then of Roman Kind: 

eA Philoſophick Love, which charms her Heart, 

Will give the ſtroke to ſweeten all her ſmart. 


Inhumane Fortune, through remorſe, or hate, 
Runs to rebuke her, and repair her Fate : 
But her great Soul reſiſts a forced ſtay, 

eAnd with her Blood makes haſte to ſlide away. 


You daring Sages, who for T ruths promote 

Your high fictitious Dreams, and 7 als us Vote 
Our Noble Paſuons ; Learn of thu Heroique, 
eAnd Famous Woman, to be truly Stoique : 


eAnd know thi truth (whatever you in vain 
Have learn'd from your fantaſtick Founder's Brain) 
T hat the moſt Tragick Deaths delightfull grow, 
V hen Lave himſelf ſhall grve the fatal Blow. 


Elogy 


72 T he Gallery of Heroick Women. 


Elogy of Paulina. 


F there were great Vices in Neros ge, there were allo eminent and 
1 very exemplar Vertues. The darkeſt nights have their Planets : 

And in the worſt Seaſons, the Sun hath his good Intervals, and fair 
hours. This Monſter inrag'd againſt Reaſon, which made him ſee his 
Errours , fell upon Seneca, who had cleer'd and diſciplin'd that faculty in 
| him, As if it had proceeded from the Maſters faulr , who poliſhed the 
Glaſs, and not from his own Deformity, that he was hideous. Hethen 
gave order for his death : And this excellent Man, who was grown old 
under another Miſtreſs then this flight fencing Philoſophy, which is only 
bold in a School and againſt "mize nf , was ready to ſubmit to this bar- 
barous Command for proof of his Do&trine, and to put in PraQice what 
he had ſer forth in Propoſitions and Opinions. | 

When it was time to depart, he did not ſo much as turn his head to 
liſten ro Fortune, who ſolicited and called him to che Empire. He departed 
out of a houle more worth then ten Millions, as if he had gone out of a 
thatch'd Cottage. He ſhewed himſelf only ſenſible for Paulina, whom he 
left young, and expoſed to the outrages of a bad ſcalon, andthe infolen- 
cies of a Tyrant, who had cauſed it. He endeavoured to perſwade her 
to live, and take comfort in her own Vertue, and the Goods he had left 
her. © Burt ſhe remonſtrared to him, thar thele indulgent and careful per- 
* {waſions were not fit to be uſed to the Wife of Seneca : That his Example 
« counſelled her better, then his Reaſons : That it taught as well as Phi- 
* loſophy, how to dic reſolutely and with courage. Their veins were 
© opened with the ſame Lancet : they mingled their Blood, their Spirits, 
and Examples : And the ſoul of Paulina would have followed that of Se- 
neca, if it had not been detained at the laſt ſtep ſhe was to make. Nero ap- 
prehending, leſt the death of ſo illuſtrious a Lady, and of ſo high a Re- 
putation might compleat the drawing on him a publick hatred , ſent 
Souldiers, who bound up her veins, and uſed violence to make her live. 
Bur ſhe retained alt that ſhe could of death, which was then kept from 
her : Andever after conſerved the defire of it in her heart, and the pale- 
neſs of it upon her face. 


——__—— 


MORAL REFLECTION. 


Aulina who is ſtill vitorious over death in this Picture, informs us 
that Philoſophy hath no Sex, that it communicates it ſelf without 
making any dittintion between Garments and Faces : That the 

Graces themlelves may become Valiant, ana Couragious under her 
Diſcipline: And that Cowardile proceeds from the corruption of the heart, 
and not from the tenderneſs of the temper,nor the diſpolitions of Fortune. 
It likewiſc informs us that Vertue muſt needs be very weak , and Chri- 

ſtianiry 
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ſtianity luperficial in the greateſt part of Chriſtian Ladies, who per- 
plex themſelves about a Necklace and a few Pearls; who have their 
hearts fixed on a lac'd Petticoar, who are flaves to a ſmall Fortune, 
which to expreſs it well, is but a figure of guilded dirt. The leaſt they 
can expect, i8'to be condemned by this Heathen woman, who had a ſoul 
diſingaged from Riches which may vie with thoſe of Kings ; who 
had a free heart even in the arms of a Fortune which was as large 
as the Empire; and which raiſed jealouſie even in the Fortune of - the 
Emperour himſelf. The enſuing Queſtion will manifeſt, wherher Paulina 


could be a Philoſopher and a Stoick ; and whether | had reaſon to ſay thar 
Philoſophy hath no Sex. 


b—— "ISAS 


MORAL QVESTION. 


Vi hether VVomen be capable of true Philoſophy. 


A Woman. hath been heretofore ſeen playing the Orator in pub- 
lick places, who did with unprofitable and ſtudied Diſcourſes, 
what the Mountebanks now adayes uſe to do with their Drugs, 

and Antick faces. There was alſo a lewd Woman, who affected a brutiſh 
and impudent Freedom : who braved Fortune and Nature with a Staff 
and Wallet, who was Beggerly and Arrogant ; and who had, under a rag- 
ged and tottered Garment,a worle Pride then is found under cloth of Gold 
and Purple : Both the one and the other was called Philoſophy ; Bur both 
had butthe name and a falſe mask, which drew Spectators to them. 
And certainly if no other Philoſophy had deſcended from Heaven, 
then from this bawling and Arrogant Creature : 1 ſhould have pre- 
{ently concluded, that a good Woman could have no commerce 
with Philolophy. There is a third , which is the true Miſtreſs of 
Life, and the Directreſs of Manners : which hath rhe general charge 
of Vertue and Sciences ; and is no enemy to the Graces : which 1s 
endowed with a modeſt Capacity, and a Courage without Pride or 
Fiercenss. . And if the Queſtion be concerning this Philoſophy , we 
mult boldly ſay, and without fearing to do her injury, thar ſhe hath 
no Sex, no more then the Intelligences : that ſhe is come as well for 
Women as Men ; and ſhe being the laſt perfeCtion of the Underſtanding, 
and the complearment-of Reaſon, all rational Souls are equally capable 
of her Diſcipline. 

And to the end this Deciſsion may be eſtabliſhed with Method, ir is to 

be noted, that there is Philoſophy Speculative and Scientifical , and a 
7 K k Philoſophy 
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Philoſophy which is Moral and Active : Both are within the Sphear of 
Womens underſtanding, and have no FunCftions , which exceed their 
forces. The Speculative doth contemplate the Works of God, and the 
ſecrets of Nature : She fludieth the Harmony of the World, and 
the marvellous Agreements both of the ſuperiour and inferiour parts 
compoling ir : Andthe end of her contemplation and ſtudy is the ſa- 
tisfaction ſhe receives from known Verities, and acquired Sciences. 
The Moral flies not ordinarily ſo high, but her ſtudy is Practical, and 
her Knorvledges are eyed to Adtion. Her Office is to govern the 
Liberty of Man, to marke him out Bonnds, and regulate his Actions; and 
her End is to guide thoſeto Happineſs who obſerve theſe Orders, and keep 
within the limits thereof. 

Surely in all this, there is nothing, which the Underſtanding of Wo- 
men may not attain ; nothing which is above their reach , and the tracts 
which Nature hath laid open to them. Why ſhould they not be as ca- 
pable as our ſelves of Contemplation, and of the Sciences belonging to 
Speculative Philoſophy ? Are their ſouls more Terreſtrial, and more faft- 
ned to matter then ours ? Arethey of a different Temper, and of another 
Extraction ? Hath Nature clogged them with fome ponderous load ? Hath 
ſhe ryed them with ſome chain to keep them from aſcending ? Are they 
abſolutely uncapabie of thoſe wings, which Plato hath obſerved in Con- 
remplative ſouls ? All things then are equal between Men and Women, in 
reſpect of the ſoul, which 1s the Intelligent part, and makes Learned men 
and Philoſophers : And if there be any Inequality in relation to the body, 
as the ſame cannot be denyed, Women have the advantage,and it Perfes 
in them the Capacity whereof I Diſcourſe. 

Some reproach them with the Humidity of their Complexion ; but no 
Man will reproach them of it, when he ſhall remember thar moiſtneſs is 
the matter oh which thoſe Images are formed which are uſeful tq Sciences; 
Thar it is the proper temper of the Memory, which is the Depoſitory and 
Nurſe cat. thar it can contribute to the light of the Underſtanding, as 
it doth to thar of the body ; that the moiſt Stars and Planets , have no 
le(s brightneſs, then the other : And that dry heads are nor reputed to be 
the moſt repleniſhed, and beſt furniſhed. 

As for tenderneſs, without doubt they that make it the ſubjeCt of their 
Accuſation, have not adviſed with Ariſtotle. T hey would then know,thar 
the moſt delicate Temper, is the leaſt burthen d with matter, *he moft 
pure, and apt to be penetrated by the Lights of the Underſtanding : The 
beſt prepared for fair Images; and for the Impreſsion of Sciences. Saint 
Thomas alſo, being to prove the Natural Excellency of the minde of Jeſus 
Chriſt, conceived that he could not alleadge a more pertinent Reaſon, then 
the Delicacy of his Complexion. And generally the moſtrender and frail 
matters are particularly covered in moſt {ubtile and perfe&t Forms. And the 
rareſt and moſt accompliſhed _ of the Arts, are ordinarily framed of 


Silk, ingrayen on Chriſtal, and turned in Ivory. Nature hath bur one ſoul 
intelligent 
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intelligent & capable of Diſcipline: And thisSoul is the form of the weakeft 
parts of the whole Body: And even in this ſo frail Body, the ſeat of the Un- 
derſtanding and Reaſon is not in the Bones and Nerves, but in the Brain, 
which 1s the ſofteſt and moſt tender part. Whereunto one may likewile add, 
chat.in Politick Bodies, the more knowing ſort of Men are not compoſed 
of Tradelmen and Labourers ; of thoſe ignoble Members, who are of 
ſtrong complexion, and hardened by Labour : T hey are Studious and 
Sedentary Perſons ; ſuch as have been brought up in Repoſe and 
in the ſhade, | 

Quicknels is only remaining, which malicious Perſons call Lightnels, 
and whereof they think to compole a ſtrong piece againſt Women , who 
pretend to Sciences. But to weaken this piece , and unnerve its force, A 
queſtion 1s only to be asked of thoſe who buſte themſelves abour ir, Whe- 
ther Ponderolity ariſes from the mind , and Agility from matter 2 Whe- 
ther the Angels and Planets, Intelligence, and Lighr , make things heavy 
and immovable ? And whether amongſt Men, the able be the flow, and 
the quick the ſtupid ? Sciences requirethe wings of Eagles, and not the 
feer of Torruſes. This is the reaſon why the Seraphins, who are the moſt 
knowing and Theological Intelligences, have wings up to their heads. T he 
very word Diſcourſe is a word of agility and quickneſs : And not to lay, 
that the eyes which are in us, the only parts capable of Study, cannot 
Study, but by a continual motion: The Animal ſpirits, which are alsiftants 
of Reaſon,and the material Springs of an immaterial Action, are the light- 
eſt, and the molt agile part of our ſubſtance. | 

Let us then acknowledge, that Women may ſhare with us in the poſ- 
ſeſsion of Sciences. Nature had no deſigne to exclude that Sex from them : 
And the reaſons themſelves which are alledged againſt their Right, con- 
firm it the more, and have the force of new titles. It is known allo that 
ſince the time of the Muſes, which were Female Sages erected into God- 
deſſes : there is no Age which hath not had a ſufficient number of moſt 
capable Women. Teraqueus hath left us along Liſt of Ancient and Modern 
ones, whoſe reputation he found to be already perfected, and ſo many 
names as he had collected in this Lift, are as many efficacious and appa- 
rant proofs for the Capacity of Women for Sciences. 

But theſe dead proofs, and remote from our fight, are not neceſſary 
| for us.We have ſome which have life and ſpirit , which perſwade our eyes 
and cars: And when all other proofs ſhould fail us,the ſole Houſe of Ram- 
bouilet, would have in this point all the Authority, which an approved 
and renowned Academy might have. There is in that Houſe a Mother 
and a Daughter, in whom the pure tinQture of the Roman Spirit is pre- 
ſerved, with the you Blood and Generofity of the Ancient Republick. 
T hey are both of them knowing in the Science of the ( ornelia's, the Iulia's, 
and the Paulina's their Progenitreſſes of theſe judicious and lovely Wo- 
men, who were the Cabinet-Councel, the Domeſtique Theater of Con- 
ſuls and Dictacors. But let no man believe that there is a pride and 
preſumption in this Science : That it is one of thoſe which turn the brain 
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and cauſe Convuliions in the minde. Let no man take it for a Maſs of in- 
dilgeſted and tumultuary Notions, for a celleftion of Fables and Hiſtories 
learnt by roat. It is Modeſt and Civil with vigour: It is ſolid without 
oftentation and rudeneſs : It conduceth to the conduct of life, and the 
regulation of manners : And it waats nothing of that which may give 
imployment and addrets tothe Muſes, Comelineſs and Ornamenr to the 
Graces. And of theſe two rare and learned Perſons, there may be made an 
illuftrious Demonſtration, concerning the Capacity of Women : And by 
the ſame realon that heretofore it hath been ſaid, that Athens was the Greece 
of Greece, one may well fay in reference to them, that the Houſe of Ram- 
bouttlet is the Court of the Court : I do not ſay of the interrefled , am- 
bicious, and corrupted Court, I ſay of the ingenious and ſpiritual, of th 
Gallant and Modeſt Court. Nevertheleſs , whatever I have laid , ithis ) 
not my intention to ſuramon Women to the Colledge; I intend not to 
make Graduats of them , nor convert their Needles and Diſtafts intro 
Attrolabes and Sphears. I bear too much reſpect to the bounds which 
tever us: And my queſtion is only in order to what they may, . and not 
unto what they ought in the condition wherein things have been placed, 
whether by the Order of Nature, or by an immemorable Cuſtom, and as. 
old as Nature her ſelf. 

Burt ſurely, as I would not hold with thoſe who ſhould perform in 
their Cloſets all the Exerciſes and Fun&tions of a Colledge : Who ſhould 
diſcourſe only in Enthymema's and Syllogiſms : And ſhould have no- 
thing in their heads bur the Ideas of Plato, and the Atoms of Epicurus : 
So cannot [ fufhciencly praiſe thoſe which put themlelves under the Dilſ- 
cipline of that other practical and active Philoſophy, which illunaznates 
che minde with herlights, and fortifies it with her principles : which cfta- 
blfheth Decency in Manners , and Stability in Life ; which adjuſts all 
Conditions and all Fortunes to her rules. Firſt, if there be a queſtion con- 
ccrning Capacity, it cannot be brought in diſpute in relation to them : 
Some have been found amongſt them, who have followed as cloſc as any 
man the moſt ſublime and ſpeculative Philolophy,; who have run through 
all chat may be open to Humane reaſon , and have been more eminent 
then Socrates and Plato, and more ancient then Ariſtotle and Theopbraſtes. 

Moreover this practical Philoſophy is not of an unknown Country, 
nor our of the Common Road : It is not needful to have the wings and 
ſighr of an Eagle to approach her; one may go thither a foot-pace, and 
from all the Regions of the World : from all the degrees of State, and 
from all the orders of life. She hath Diſciples that are Soveraigns, and 
Diſciples that are Slaves. And in her Schools King and Subject, Rich 
and Poor, Maſter and Servant, have their aſsigned places according to the 
diverſity of their Conditions, and the difference of their Offices. Befides, 
the perfection of this Philoſophy is not cumberiom, nor ſubject to diſor- 
der. She allowes all other Lawful profeſsions , and accommodates: her 
{elf to all degrees of Fortune : ſhe gives Leſſons tor affairs., and for the 


whole World : ſhe gives them alſo for repoſe and ſolitude : And to learn 
theſe 
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theſe Leſſons, it is not neceſſary that a Woman ſhould abandon the ma- 
naging of her houſhold affairs : That ſhe flaould be divorced from her 
Husband ; thatſhe ſhould renounce honeſt Pleaſures , and Civil Society. 
That ſhe ſhould ſhur her ſelf up in a Chamber hung with Maps, and 
furniſhed with: Sphearsand Aﬀrolabes. | 

Let us add, that Moral Philoſophy hath been given us to order our 
Paſsions, te diftinguifh our Duties, amd Ofhces, tareach the exerciſes of 
Vertue,to. guide us as-by the hand! to: Beatirude. And have not Womens 
Palsions nced of a Governeſs as welbas Qurs.? May they not be miſtaken 
11 cheir Offices and Duxies ? Arethey born ſo well infttucted,and pertect, 
that they cat learn Vertue without a Lefſon or Method ? Are they ſo 
happy thas they can atrain to Beatitude by their own addrels, and withour 
a guid > The injuſtice would be then extream to depnve them of this 
Philoſophy, the Governeſs of Paſsjons, the Miſtrefs of Vercues, and the 
neceſſary Guide for all thoſe that pretend to Beatitude. 

In fine, Women as well as we are to defend themſelves againſt the 
Gifts, and Outrages of Fortune : They are apt to Swellings and Convul- 
fions, which tollow goodand bad Accidents : And no man hath a head 
fo naturally ſtrong, that be can bear Proſperity without the Vertigo , or 
Adverſity withour fainting and weaknefs. Ought we to expect thac Wo- 
men ſhould be preſerved from all theſe infirmities by the meer ſtrength of 
their Conſtitution, that their heads fhould not turn round upon the top 
of the Wheel, and-amidfi theperfumes of good Fortune; thar their hearts 
ſhould not change their ſeats, when they themſelves ſhall change their 
Poſture; and thatthoſe hearts ſhould ſtand after their owners fall ? There 
is no Conſtitution ſo well prepard, nor of ſo good a temper, from which 
this Conftancy and Equality. ought to-be expeRted. without the help of 
Moral Philofophy. And therefore we mult conclude, that Philofophy is 
not only neither againſt the Decoram,, nor beyond the capacity of the 
ſecond Sex ; bur that ſhe is an Ornament and a neceſlary ſupport to it;and 
that neither good nor gallant Women can be formed, but according to the 
Defignes, and by the Rules of Morality. 

All the vertuous and magnanimous Women, which we admire in Hi- 
ſtory, have been modelled according to theſe Deſtgnes, and compleated by 
thele Rules. We have known, and do know alſo lome,who have the lame 
features, and are compoſed after the ſame manner : And if I did nor fear 
that ſome might accufe me of Flatrery, and Aﬀettation, I would here ma- 
nifeft, that France hath atthis time her (ornelia's and Porcia's, her Arrias and 
her Paulina's. Bur let us yield obedienceto the Wiſe-man, who forbids us ro 
praiſe living Vertues. And let us end this Diſpute by an Example, within 
the Memory of our Fathers, in which we ſhall behold a learned Princeſs 
overcoming with an equal Courage, both the temptations of good , and 
the outrages of bad Fortune, and by a morethen Stoical Conftancy, bear- 
ing upon a Scaffold, the fame countenance, which ſhe had born: upon 
__ 2 Throne. TE EI 
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EXAMPLE. 
Of Jane Gray of Suffolk, Queen of England. 


Enry the Eight being dead, ſtain'd with the blood of thoſe Martyrs 

which he had made; and amidſt the Ruines of the Church of 

England, which he had overthrown, Edward the Son of Seymer his 
third Wite, ſucceeded to his Crown and Dominions : But as there is no 
Seed ſo unhappy, nor of ſo ſhort a duranceas that of wicked men, fo 
the Excommunication and Curle, which had been Fulminated againſt 
the Father, being fallen upon the Son , this poor Prince died before he 
knew well how to live. And by a Will which he made, through the per- 
ſwaſions of Dudley Duke of Northumberland, Fane Gray was declared his 
Heir. Ir may be ſaid, wichout derra&tion, that this Will was diftated by 
Ambition : Burt it may alſo be ſaid without flattery, that it was made in 
favour of the Graces and Vertues, to the advantage of rhe Sciences and 
Muſes : And the Crown of England could not be placed upon a more 
beautiful head, or which could do it more Honour, then that of the 
Lady Jane. 

She was born with thoſe Attractives and Charmes, which ſeat a kinde 
of Soveraignty upon the face of the moſt beautiful Perſons, and which 
givea Natural Unction to them, and a Diadem without gold or precious 
ſtones : Her minde was endued with far more foveraign Attractives, 
and with Charms of far greater force then her face. And theſe native 
and adorning Graces, were accompanied with other acquired and proh- 
table ones, which much increaſed their value, and gave them a ſecond 
tincture of goodnels, and a new luſtre. She ſpake both Greek and Latine 
as if ſhe had been of Athens and Rome : ſhe had an exat knowledge of 
the Liberal Sciences, and perfely underſtood both kinds of Philoſophy. 
But that which is more to be eſteemed then all her Philoſophy, more then 
all theſe Sciences and Tongues , 1s,that during the Raign of Vice and Li- 
berty in the time of Henry the Eighth, and after the ſcandal of Ame of 
Bullen, ſhe was poſlefled with the Modeſty and Vertue of thoſe blefled 
dayes, when England was called the Country of Angels. 

Nevertheleſs we muſt ſpeak the truth : All theſe fo rare and highly 
prized qualities, were not conſidered inthe Will, which was made in 
favour of Iane. Edward died 4s weak as he had lived : He abandoned his 
laſt Teſtament to the will of the Duke of Northumberland, as he had done 
all thereft, and the Duke abuſed him in his death, as he had: done in his 
youth. This ambitious Miniſter of State, not being content with having 
Raigned withouta Crown by the toleration of his Maſter,to whom he had 
lefr bur a ſpecious Regality , and a coloured Dignity; perceiving a gate 
open, by which Jane , who was married to the Lord Guilford his fourth 
ſon, might bring the Crown into his Houſe, he undertook to take 


IT 
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ic from the Kings ſiſter , and to ſer it upon her Head, either by Right 
or Force. | 

Fo this effect he befieges the miride of this poor Prince, already ſpent 
with his ſickneſs, and ditquieted ar the preſence of death. He was made 
believe that he could not in Conſcience call ro the Succelsion, either Mary 
the daughter of Katherine of Aragon, or Elizabeth daughter of Anne of Bul- 
len. He alledgeth againſt the firſt, that being cut oft the Royal Family by 
the Divorce of her Mother, ſhe could not be reſtored to it without con- 
demning the Memory of the deceaſed King , and without giving Credic 
and Authority to the Roman Tyranny. He oppoſed againſt the other that 
being ſtained with the Adulteries and the puniſhment of her Mother, ſhe 
would ſully the Honour and Dignity of the Crown if ſhe had but touch d 
it. From thence he concludes, that Jane Gray deſcended from Henry the 
ſeventh by Mary, heretofore Queen of France, being the laſt drop of Royal 
blood, which was found yet pure and without ſtain; he could not make 
another Heir, withour caſting Fire into the Royal Family. 

The Declaration was made for theſe reaſons in favour of Jane : The 
Councel of four and twenty approve it , notwithſtanding the oppoſition 
of the Archbiſhop of (anterbury : And two dayes after, the King rendring 
up his ſoul, Jane 1s declared Queen of England. Her Father the Duke of 
Suffolk, and the Duke of Northumberland, Father to her Husband, went to 
acquaint her with this news, and prepare her to receive chearfully ſo great 
a Fortune. This Fortune was the rk dangerous Temprreſs,againſt which 
Line had necd of Inſpirations, and helps from Philoſophy. | 

And here it will be confefled, that one oughtto be on by Philo- 
ſophy ; That one ought to have a heart extreamly good, and a ftrong head 
pecce, notto fall into a Trance at fuch news. Reaſon ought to be very 
clear, and the underſtanding very pure to receive without amazement ſo 
ſudden and ſurpriſing a vapour. I might alfo apprehend that I ſhould not 
be believed, bur rather accuſed of an Hyperbole, if I ſaid, that Jane re- 
ceived one of the greateſt Crowns of the World, with the ſame Modera- 
tion, as if ſhe had received a Poſie of Violets. Regality is not a preſent to 
be taken with heavineſs, and a negligent hand. It is a kinde of humane 
Deification : Ir is the medixm between God and Man : And even the Phi- 
loſophers and Sages, I mean auſtere Philofophers, and unbyafled Sages, 
have in all times eſteemed it fo much, that Pythagoras and Zeno , the Patri- 
acks of Stoicks, and the moſt zealous Preachers of Indolence and Aſpi- 
rity, ſeeing themſelves nor called to Soveraignty by Fortune, and nor 
knowing how to attain to it by a ſtraight and Gone way, were ſo bold 
as to ule violence,and aſpire to it by Tyrannie. However I will not deſcend 
from fo high a propoſition : I intend to go yet higher, and will riſe to 
ſomething which is more eminent and more Heroick. lane would havere- 
ceived at leaft civilly, and with thanks a Poſte of Violets : She abſolutely 
refuſed the Crown of England * And this fo gallant and generous a refuſal 
proceeded from a more Stoical foul theri that of Zeno, from a more Philos 
fophical heart rhen that of Pythagoras. FE 

ot 
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Not that ſhe did not well underſtand the value of this Crown which 
ſhe refuled : Nor was ſhe affrighted with ſo reſplendent a Fortune , as 
ſhe would have been terrified by a luminous Fantoſme preſcnted before 
her eyes. But ſhe knew alſo that there was Weight and Thornes in this 
Crown : And this Fortune with all its Glory, and all theſe Charms did 
not terapt her, nor appearedto her ſo lovely, as Juſtice, Tranquility, or 
Philoſophy. Solicited by the Supplications and Reaſons of her Kindred 
and Husband, who preffd her to conſent to her greatneſs, and notto reject 
a Felicity which 1s rare, and never preſents it ſelt twice to the ſame Gate : 
« She anſwered, that the Laws of the Kingdom, and Nartural right ſtand- 
«ing for the Kings Siſters, ſhe would beware of burthening her Head 
« and Conſcience with a Yoke which did belong to them : that ſhe under- 
<« ſtood the Infamy of thoſe who had permitted the viotation of Right to 
* gain a Crown. But it were to mock God, and deride Juſtice to ſcruple 
at the ſtealing of a ſhilling, and not ar the Ulurpation of a Crown. Be- 


 Efides, went ſhe on, I am not ſo young, nor ſo little read inthe guiles of 


« Fortune to ſuffer my lelt to be taken by them : If ſhe inrich any one, it 
« js but to make him the ſubje&t of her ſpoil : IF ſhe raife others, izis bur 
« to pleaſe herſelt with their ruins. Whatſhe adored but yeſterday, is to day 
© herpaſtime, And it I now permit her to adorn and Crown me, I muſt 
« to morrow ſuffer her to cruſh and tear me in pieces. Beſides, with what 
*© Crown ſhedoth preſent me? -A Crown which hath been violently and 
« ſhamefully wreſted from Katherine of Arragon, who diſlikes the puniſh- 
© ment of Ame of Bullen,and of others, who wore it after her. Why would 
« you have me add my blood to theirs, and to be the fourth Vidtime,from 
« whom this Fatal Crown may be raviſhed with the Head ? But in caſe it 
{ ſhould not prove fatalto me, and thar all its venom were conſumed : If 
<« Fortune ſhould give me warranties of her Conſtancy ; ſhould I be well 
« adviſed to take upon me theſe Thornes which would delacerate, though 
< not kill me outright, to burthen my ſelf with a Yoke, which would not 
« fail to torment me, though | were aſſured not to be ſtrangled with it? My 
© Liberty is better then the chain you proffer me, with what precious ſtones 
© ſoever adorned, and of what gold ſoever framed.1 will not exchange my 
< Peace for Honourable and Precious Jealonſies, for magnificent and 
* glorious Fetters. And it you love me ſincerely, and in good carneſt, you 
« will rather wiſh mea ſecure and quiet Fortune,though mean , then an 
« elevated Condition expoſed to the wind, and followed by ſome Dil. 
mal: fall. -- 

\ Theſe Reaſons were powerful , and muſt needs be perſwafive, yet they 
rook not effe& : The ambition of the Dukes of Northumberland and Suf- 
folk was more prevalent. The Lord Guilford fortified her with his reaſons : 
And Jane overcome by lo many preſsing Solicitors, and in Authority , re- 
ſigned tothem her Freedom and Life, This reſignation, proceeded from 
a Soveraign Vertue, anda conſummated Philoſophy : And not doubting 
but a Scattold was prepared: for her behinde the Throne, and that the 
Crown which was offered her might not cauſe the loſs of her Head, ſhe 

\ubmitted 
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ſubmitted.her ſclt ro Fortune, and conſented to accept of Soveraignty with 
more courage and moderation , then ſhe had refuſed it. Matters being 
thus concluded, they brought her ro London, where ſhe was lolemnly ac- 
knowledged Queen, and received with Ceremony the Oath of Fealry from 
all degrees. Bur this Oath held as little as her Soveraignty. And ſcarce 
had ſhe ſpent ten days 1n the Tower, according tothe Ceremony oblerved 
by new Kings, but the Parliament and People retracted their Oath and Ac- 
clamartions, and dc<livered her up to the Princes, Mary, her Rival, and the 
Lawful Heir of the Crown. 

A more Eloquent man then my ſelf, would lay, that Fortune irritated by 
her Refuſals, plaid her this Prank co humble her Virtue,and to take revenge 
of the cruelty of her Philoſophy : I had rather {ay,and 1 will ſpeak it more 
Chriſtianly, and with more appearance of truth, that ir was God who per- 
mitted this revolution, to ſave Fane by her fall ; and ro draw to himle.t,by 
a Scaffold ſo pure and couragious a Virtue, which evidently had periſhed 1f 
ſhe had grown old upon the Throne. There are dangerous Proſperities, 
| and ſcandalous Elevations, which God grants us in his wrath. T here are 
wholſom Adverlities, and edifying Falls : And thoſe happen to us when 
God reſumes for us his thoughts of Peace , and dilpolerh us to Grace. Ma- 
terial men, who onely behold the preſent and outfide of things , judge far 
otherwiſe of them : Bur this Judgement , to ſpeak properly , is a Judge- 
ment of frantick men, who had rather dye with Ragours, then to be cured 
with Rhubarb, They triumph in the danger of their Souls, and praile God 
for the marks of Reprobation. They deplore the prelages and earneſt of 
their Salvation : And they deſire ſo unhandſomly, they pray ſo propo- 
ſtrouſly, and in {o bad terms , as if God were to puniſh them, he could not 
do it more ſeverely, then in hearing their prayers, and granting their Petitt- 
Ons. 
lane judged more ſolidly of Gods deſigns, and of the courſe of his Pro- 
vidence : And albeit {o greata Revolution was a very diſtaſteful Remedy, 
| yet ſhe couragioully refigned her lelt thereunto , and took it with much 

cheerfulneſs. Being ſent priſoner to the Tower of London, it was oblerved 
that ſhe entred it with as Serene a countenance, and with the ſame dignity 
of look and action, as ſhe had donethe firſt timeto begin the lad Cere. 
mony of her fatal Reign. While ſhe remained there, ſhe remitted nothing 
of her Conſtancy,and her uſual Studies. Vigour and Authorny appeared 
in all her words : all her ations were free through the freedom of her 
Minde ; which was enriched with a milde Grace, and a confident Mode- 
ſty: Andevenin the Pallace, and upon the Throne it felt, ſhe could. 
not have more Majeſty, nor appear more Relplendant and Sove- 
raign. 

" Sentence of Death being pronounced, ſhe Conragioully ſubmitred 
ro it, and anſwered nothing elſe,but © That her Crime was not for having 
* laid her hand upon the Crown, but for not having rejected it with force 
*« enough. Thar ſhe had leſs erred through Ambition, then our of reſpect 


** and reverence to her friends : That her relpe&, nevertheleſs, was a Crime; 
Lb and 
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© and that her reverence deſerved puniſhment : that fhe would willingly 
* admit of death : and that ſhe could do no leſs then render ſatisfation to 
*© the State, and voluntarily take off, and in obedience to the Laws, the 
* Scandal which ſhe had given by a forced Obedience and rendred by con- 
{© ſtraint to her kindred. 

Her Husband condemned to the ſame puniſhment, having ſent to give 
her the laſt vifir, to the end he mightgarm himſelf with the example of her 
Conſtancy,and by the vertue of her laſt words.She ſent him word, That he 
* demanded a lenative, which would pur fire into the wound; and thar it 
© was to be feared, her preſence would rather weaken,then ſtrengrhen him. 
*©Thar he ought ro take courage from his Reaſon , and derive Conſtancy 
* from his own heart; and thar it his ſoul were not firm and ſettled , ſke 
« could not ſettle it by her eyes, nor confirm it by her words : Thar he 
* ſhould do well ro remit this interview to the other world : That there, 
* indeed friendſhips were happy, and Unions indifſolvable ; and that 
< theirs would beEternal,jf their fouls catried nothing with them of Terre- 
< trial, which might hinder them from rejoyning. 

As fhe was led to the place of Execution, ſhe paſſed by a Gallery from 
whence ſhe ſaw her Husbands body carried to the Chappel of the Tower. 
This unexpected Object ſomewhat moved her, and begot compa(lsion in 
her. Bur it was a manly, and wel-becoming compaſsion; and this Emoti. 
on did not ſo ſtrongly invade her mind,as to hinder it from furniſhing her 
in repoſe with three Sentences, in three Languages. She wrote them down 
in her Table-book, which ſhe gave to the Lieutenant of the Tower, with 
an excuſe for the trouble ſhe had given him. The Greck expreſſed, that 
if his Executed body ſhould give teſtimony againſt her before men , his 
moſt bleſſed ſoul would give an Eternal proof in the preſence of God, of 
her Innocence. The Latin added, that humane Juſtice was againſt his 
Body, but the Divine mercy would be for his Soul. The Engliſh con- 
cluded, that if her fault deſerved puniſhment, her youth ar Jeaſt , and her 
 imprudence, were worthy of excule ; and that God and poſterity would 
ſhew her favor. 

Conſtancie, Grace, and Majeſty, which had ever accompanicd her , aſ- 
cended alſo upon the Scaffold with her. One would have {aid thar all 
that was ſcen there could be nothing elſe but a meer repreſentation of her 
puniſhment ; And that all this Tragical preparation, was but a fiction, 
and a meer Ceremony. She rendred thanks to the Catholick Divine , 
who had afsiſted her, and comforted her diſpairing ſervants, with ſo well 
compoſed a manner, and with fo vigorous and Noble words , ſo full of 
Judgement and Courage, as it ſeemed to ſome, that if Philoſophy her ſelf 
had been to dye, ſhe could not have dyed more couragiouſly , and with 
more Dignity. 

She made her ſelf ready for the ſtroak of the Executioner , and to hum- 
ble her beauty, though it were innocent of her Misfortune, ſhe made a 
Wreath or Head-band of her own Hair, whereof it ſeemed Nature had 
formed her a Diadem. They offered to ſtrike off her head with a Sword, as 

if 
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if the Sword could have diminiſhed the ſhame of her puniſhment , and 
Dignified her Death, and the hand of the Executioner, Bur ſhe rejected 
this unproficable and ſuperſtitious Ceremony : And reſolved to be Execu- 
red with the ſame Ax which newly came from the Execution of her Hul- 
band : Whether that ſhe defired co mingle her bloud with. his, Whether 
ſhe believed that a more painful death would be a more juſt Expiation of 
her faults : And thart the Iron of the Ax would better purifie her ſoul,then 
the Iron of the Sword. 

- Such was the end of the Reign and Life of Jane Grey, who was an A- 
thenian and Roman in England many Ages after the ruin of Athens and Rome. 
She ſhewed our Predeceflors an Image of the ancient Conftancy, and pri- 
mitive Vertue. And taught us that the Graces may be learned, as well as 
the Muſes ; Thar Philoſophy belongs to both Sexes ; And that even in our 
daies, under the Purple, and upon the Throne, ſhe might be as vigorous 
and couragious, as ſhe was heretofore under the Waller, and in the Tub 
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BDJEWD tre we mult beware of a bad Calculation by 
6 our Fancy, and of a miſtake in our ſight, if we 
E believe then in this point, we are 1n the Age of 
N abuchodondpor, wy in Fudea : And the Tra- 
gick-Action we behold, 1s the death of Holy- 
fernes, and the victory of Fudith. Nevertheleſs we are far re- 
mote from that time, and ſee indeed another Countrey,and 
other things. It 1s not credible that Zohfernes 1s returned ſo 
many years after his Death. Ir 1s alſo leſs credible that Fudea - 
hath removed from eAfiainto Europe. If whole Races, and 
even the Ages themſelves do not revive ; if Cities change 
not Regions, and croſs the Seas, aſſure your ſelf there is no- 
thing in this of the Adventure of Bethulia. 
Know then, that you are in France, and upon the Terri- 
tories of Gontran King of Burgundy : and that this Maid 
which you ſee with a naked and bloody {word in her hand, 
is a Native of (hampaigne. Do not ask me concerning her 
Firth : This well beſeeming Anger, and this modeſt and 


compoſed Fierceneſs will confirm you better then my ſelf, 
that 
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thar ſhe mult be of a good Family : And though her 'Phiſi- 
OZN0MY May not induce us to believe it, her blood muſt 
nceds be as noble as her countenance. L 

As for this man who looſeth his blood through two grear 
wounds, wiuch will be perchance more beneficiall then they 
are honourable to hm - his Domeſtiques, who haſten to his 
ayce, ca | him Duke Amolon. ] dare not tell you that he is 
born a French man : there 1s too much of ſavageneſs in his 
manners and faith. And it would be too great a ſhame for 
France, which 1s ſo noble a Mother, ſo Generous, ſo Civi- 
I1zed, and lo Chriſtian, to bring forth Scythians and Tartars; 
and that under ſo temperate a Climate, and ſo benign Pla- 
nets, there ſhould be found ſouls of the ſame temper with 
thoſe which are born under the Pole. Bur let him be a 
French man by birth, and a T artar or Scythian by nature, it 
doth not hinder Vertue, which playes the principall part in 
this Action, from being French. And this ſecond Fudith will 
one day more honour her Country, then this ſecond Holy- 
fernes could diſgrace it. 

You lee the boldneſs of her Countenance, and the Vertue 
of her Face. I here 1s much of Fudrth in boch. Burt there 1s 
more then the Look and Face ; more then the boldneſs and 
Vertue of Fudith: It is no common chaſte woman you fee : It 
isa Virgin, nay a victorious Virgin which newly fought, 
eyen to the effuſion of her blood. And by theſe two fea- 
tures wherein ſhe tranſcends Fudith , the French Copy ex- 
ceeds the Originall Iew;:and the Modern obſcures the An- 
cient Fudith. 

After a long and obſtinate battle fought againſt this Ty- 
rant, the was carryed away by his people, and laid with vio- 
lence upon his Bed : but this was no longer his Bed , but a 
Scaffold made of Silk and Feathers : it was the place ordain- 
ed for the end of his Tyrannie, and for the puniſhment of his 
Crimes. V Vineand Sleep had already cloſed up his eyes, 
and tyed his hands, and there wanted but a Sword and an 
Executioner to make a great and celebr1ous example of hum. 
His Arms being near at hand,. the chaſte French woman, 


inſpired 
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mipired by the ſame Angel who inſpired the chaſte Iew,took 
advantage of the Sleep and Sword of her enemy, and made 
of eAmolon an Holyfernes. 

The two great wounds which you ſee in his head, were 
grven by that fair and chaſte Hand. Pain awakened his 
bound up, and benummed Reaſon : and the firſt drops of 
his blood extinguiſhed the diſhoneſt fire which the Tears 
and Prayers of this innocent Maid had enkindled. He is no 
longer the ſame brutiſh and furious perſon as before. The 
wanton flames of his heart, and the 1mpure imaginations of 
his head are all ſallyed forth at his wounds : Iudgement and 
Reſpect are entred in their Room : you would ſay that he 
awakes with new eyes. T hoſe art leaſt retained no longer any 
thing of that ſulphure which was enkindled by the {malleſt 
Rayes of Beauty, and which was ſet on fire by every lovely 
olance which iflued from it, 

He ſeems to endure with torment the ſight of his chaſte 
and couragious Enemy : He ſuffers it nevertheleſs, and his 
confuſion mixed with aſtoniſhment, his ſhame accompanied 
with reverence, make a ſilent Declaration upon jus face , by 
which he juſtifies the attempt, and acknowledges it for a law- 
full Victory : He doth conſider that the ſame perſon 1s 1n 
his power who had newly plunged him in blood, and who 
had heretofore inflamed him ; who had pierced his heart, 
and newly wounded his head : He no longer remembers his 
Love; he reſents not his injury. His eyes and mind are too 
much dazled by ſomething, I ow not what, of Luminous, 
which diftuſeth it ſelf from the countenance of this beautifull 
Maid. 

I cannot inform you whether it be an Impreſſion of th: 
Angel who ſtands by her, whether it be a Diadem of Ra 
left to her,by the ardour of her Prayer, whether :t Þo a ivbe 
and ſpiritual] flame which her Soul did' cait torth in the via 
lence of her laſt Attempt. But whatſoever it be, 411olon look: 
upon 1t with a kind of worſhip and rehgious 2a, And 
doubt not, but being dazled by this armed and relplendent 
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by God , or for divine Tuſtice it ſelf, which his Crimes 
had drawn upon him, and which 1s deſcended from Hea- 
ven 1n perſon with a revenging Sword, to make him an Ex- 
amp!e. 
+! owever | much fear that this [magination of Amolon may 
not be powertull enough to protect our Judith, it we do not 
defend her again{tthole furious Attendants, whom their Ma- 
ſters blood hath irritated. I ſee her in eminent danger, if ſhe 
be only guarded by her Graces, and the light which environs 
her. 1 heſe people do not acknowledge the Graces : and 
the fire of anger which they have 1n their eyes, diverts their | 
ſight from this I1ight. TT hey ſtretch out their arms againſt this 
11 nocent V Voman, and before they touch her, they tear 
her in pieces afar oft with frightful cryes and geſtures, por- 
tending Cruelty. You would ſay, that their looks would be 
firſt with the prey ; And that they had a minde to taſt it with 
their teeth and nails. 
This precipitated and barbarous fury, doth aſtoniſh you. 
Ic would amaze bolder men then you are : But this confi- 
dence of minde, and this Heroick Conſtancy in a Maids to 
me a far greater aſtoniſhment , and Poſtericy which {ſhall 
read her Hiſtory will be no leſs amazed. The former Com- 
placencies and Offers begot much more fear in her, then the 
preſent Cryes and Threats. And becauſe her Honour 1s 
now 1n ſafety, and that her life is onely aflaulted, ſhe con- 
cerves the danger wholly paſt, and that all this tumult.threa- 
tens {ome other Perſon. Faving heard of the victorious 
Virgins and Martyrs of Chaſtity, ſhe regards not the miſ- 
chief theſe furious People intend againſt her. Her thoughts 
are only fixed on the good the may recetye from their fury ; 
and looks upon them as People, who will beſtow upon her 
a ſecond Crown. 
| Zeal, Boldneſs, and Modeſty, are, I know not how, 
either aſſociated, or confounded upon her Brow and 
Cheeks. It 1s indeed rather a confuſion then a ſuperficial 
Alliance. But it 15a pleaſing and luminous confuſion ; and a 
fre reflects from thence, hike that which ſtreams from the 
richeſt 
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richeſt Scarlet. V Vill you not believe that it is from this 
fire the Chamber is enlightned, and that the ſplendor of 
thoſe branched Lights, pendant from the feeling, 1s over- 
come thereby © Ir ſeems alſo that ſome Rayes are fallen 
from thence, which give a new luſtre to this Sword, and 
which are as 1t were a recompence for the ſervice it hath ren- 
dred in this danger to forſaken and unarmed Vertue, 

» Theaſtoniſhment and reſpec of eAmolon increaſed, and 
being more confirmed then before 1n his firſt idle fancies, he 
gives a ſign to lus people to convert their amger into Religi- 
on, and to adore her, whom they deſjpe to tear in pieces. But 
it 15 to require too much of furious men : Let them with- 
draw their hands and fury : Let them offer no violence to 
Innocence, and we will diſcharge them of their Religion and 


VVorſhip. ; 


Mm SONNET. 
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SONNET. 


E) Ronta weeps, her bleeding mouth appears 
To mingle ( orall with her (hriſtal Tears ; 
Her jad Heart powrs it ſelf into thoſe ſtreams, 


Leſt Amolon ſhould ſcorch it with his flames. 


On this rich Bed now ſnores the Tyrant, blind 
with her bright Rayes, and to her oY: s of mind : 
Here Wine and Sleep into a Stock have turn'd 

T bat ſparkling Brand whom luftfull ardors burn'd. 


Oronta hear Inſtruttions of concern ; 

T by Angel tels thee this proud Holytern 

e uſt have a Tudith ; that the cafe requires 
7 o arm thy ſelf with Steel againſt hu fires. 


7 be Virgin Bee can ſling, and valour ſhow ; 
If then thou cauſeſt not the blood to flow 
From this Inglorious Head, no other «Art 

( an quench the ( val of his Ignoble Heart. 


Elogy 
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. Elogy of the French Fudith. 


RRIRFEg His Picture is of a Judith, but of a Virgin Judith, and born in 

WIN France. Hiſtory which hath conſerved ſo many ſcandalous 
> names, and madeſo many PortraiCtures of ill Example, 
9 might at leaſt leave us the name of this Heroeſle , which 
France may oppole to all the valiant Women of Greece and 
Traly. Allthe certainty we know of her, is, that ſhe lived under the Raign 
of Gontran, Which was a Raign alike famous for great Vertues and Vices : 
That Nobilicy, Beauty, and Vertue had an equall ſhare in her, and that ſhe 
was born in ( hampaigne, which hath ſhewn by the 'Birth of this Virgin, 
and the Maid of Orleans, that this Province was reckoned among the 
number of the Heroick Mothers : And that ic had a more generous fx- 
cundity, then the Terricory of the ancient Amazons. 

This Virgin innocently , and againſt her will inkindled love in Duke 
Amolon, and the Duke received it greedily, and to his ruin. He purſued her 
by all manner of ways, and by what way ſoever he followed her,he found 
himſelt ſtill the further off. He lent her magnificent Preſents , accompa- 
nied with far more magnificent Offers. And his Preſents were turn'd back 
with his Offers. Irritated to ſee his Services rejected, and his Magnificence 
deipiſed , he had recourſe to open Violence, and reſolved to force that 
Vertue which he could nor corrupt. Bur he aſſaults a place which was not 
to be taken by Force no more then by Compoſition : And his threars had 
as little Succeſs as his Courtſhips. 

Deſpair and Rage ſucceeding his Love, he let looſe his People upon 
her : Andthe outrages which were done her by his Servants,found her as 
immovable as did the Prelents which had been offered her by the Maſter. 
Her heart is not-ſoftned at all, nor doth it waſt away with her blood , her 
minde doth not ſo much as ſuffer by the wounds of her body : Her very 
Fghs, as if they feared to be ſuſpected of weakneſs, remain within her 
mouth. Theſe barbarous Villains wearied with her Conftancy, caſt her 
all bloody and half dead upon Amoleons bed, and retired. The Tyrant was 
no longer in a condition to do her harm : Wineand ſleep had bound him 
faſt enough : Andto make an end of this lecond Holifernes, there wants 
nothing bur the armggf our ſecond Tudith. | 

Inſpired from God ſhe lifts up her eyes to Heaven, and perceiving .Ama- 
{ons {word hanging neer his bed , © Thou inlenſible Inſtrument (faith ſhe) 
* nurſd up in blood and Murthers, to day art leaft rhou fhalr perform an 
©<a& of Juſtice and Piery : Thou ſhalt free me from thy Maſter,and pre- 
*ferve mv Honour cither by his death,or by my own. She joyned a ſhort 
and ardent prayer to her words: and drawing the {word, which freely 
followed her generous hand, and received as it were lultre from the fre 
of her Eyes, and Courage, ſhe ſtruck with all her torce upon the head of 
_ this Tyrant Amolg. The blow which was both Mortal and beneficial, awa- 
ked him, and reftored him to his fences before it took away his life. He ac- 

; Mm 2 knowledged 
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knowledged his fault, commended the vertue of his Murthereſs, and com- 
manded her to be ſer at Liberty. She wear to caſt her ſelf at the feet of 
Goran, who was raviſhed with ſo extraordinary a Vertue, and treated 
her more likea Conquerels then a Criminal. He honoured her with Prai- 
{es and Preſents, and in lieu of the Pardon ſhe required, cauf'd an EHlo- 
211 70 be compoled of her, which was of greater value then a Crown. 


MORAL REFLECTION. 


FF 7 Hole underſtand not Chaſtity who give it a place amongſt the vertues 
_ of Peace. No vertue 1s more a{l.uled, nor ought to be more War- 

like. There 15 not any to which Retyintion and Courage are more 
necellary : And to my Fancie,the Role which 1+ armed and tull of prickles, 
154 more true and natural Symbole of it, rh the Lilly which hath only 


a whitneſs without weapons or defence. +: .) it we muſt keep ro Cu- 
itom, and leave the Lilhes to Chaſticy , {+ or have one, fince Cuſtom 
will have it ſo. But let it be a Lij]y like th. mich 15 mentioned 1n the Can- 
ticles; Jetit be a Lilly invironed with 1 :-+rnes,; Hgnifying thar Chaſtity 


will be always armed. 

Our French 1:dith was one of theſe 21:1 ca Towers as well as the He- 
brew_ludith , And all chaite Women who aic willing to imitate them, have 
need of a Warlike Spirit, and of a reſolvte Soul 6:tpoled for War, even for 
an obſtinate War, without truce, ſaith Sc. Bernara,tor a War where Neutra- 
liry hath no place, and where one muſt neceſlarily either overcome, or be 
vanquiſhed. Fhe War which Tyrants , and Executioners have made againſt 
Faith, was cazryed on with more Stace and Pomp: It was done with more 
notle and preparations of Engines and Puniſhments : Nevertheleſs it was 
not fo dangerous ; and though Tertullian faid, thar a head accuſtomed to 
precious {tones 2nd pearls, hardly expoleth it ſelf ro the {word : Yer lome 
have been ſeen, who have fought lels happily for their Chaſtity then for 
their Faith ; And having been overcome by an Enemy who only ailaulted 
them with Flowers, God hath ſhewed them the favour to riſe again , and 
overcome Tyrannie and Cruelty, armed with all their Engines. 

There mult be nothing faint or weak in a chaſte Soul , there muſt be no- 
thing of Languiſhment or Effteminacy : But theregnult nor be the leaſt 

fiercenels or oftentation ; there mult be nothing lofty or ſavage. Her cou- 
fage ought to be modeſt withour oftentation;her reſolution tempered with 
{weernels and Civilitie: And in a word to draw her Picture, ſhe mult 
reſemble a Roſe which is baſhful and armed , which defends it ſelf with 
bluſhes, and pricks only thoſe that rudely touch it. | 


Moral 
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MORAL QVESTION. 


VVhether more Reſolution and (ourage be required to make a Man 
Valiant, then to make a VVoman ( baſe. 


Ho will believe that Chaſtity is more vigorous then Valour, and 
y y thatto make a chafte Woman, more Courage is needful, then to 
make a valiant Man ? The Valiant will believe it, they perl wade 
themſelves that there is no true Courage bur their own, and that Reſolu- 
tion cannot act bur by their hands, nor have any right imployment bur in 
War. Their per{waſion nevertheleſs is tar from Truth, and were it not {o 
dangerous to meddle with quarrelſom perſons, I might ſay ro them , thar 
they are deceived, One might well agree with them, that courage 1s a Ver- 
rue fit for the Field; and that it is by the alsiſtance thereof, Towns are 
taken, Battels fought, Crowns gain, and inlargd. Bur they pught to 
confeſs allo, thar this courage doth not always act amids Fire in$$Hord : 
that all the occaſions thereof are not bloody, though they be all laborious: 
and that there are Domeſtick Combats,in which the Victory is more difh- 
culr,& requires more labour then in the Field. The conflicts of Chaſtity are 
of that ſort: though they be not perform'd like thoſe of Valour with aſhew 
of terrour,and preparations formidable to the eye, yet are they not lels to 
be feared, nor leſs dangerous ; And if we ſet afide the addrefs and toyls'of 
the body,and this exteriour appearance which makes a noile and aſtoniſh- 
eth , There remains nothing which hinders us from concluding , that to 
render a Man valiant, leſs reſolution and courage 1s 1equired, then to ren- 
der a Woman chaſte. | 
There are many ſolid and weighty Reaſons, which ſhould perlwade it: 
And to begin with the Enemies againſt whom Chaſltiry and Valour are to 
fhght; it is certain that thoſe.of Chaſtity are ſtronger, and more nume- 
rous, then thoſe of vValour. It ſeems ro ſome that Chaſtity is a lottand 
quiet Vertue, becauſe ordinarily it hath only ro do with pafſhons which 
ſeem [weet and pleaſing : Bur theſe [weer and pleaſing paſsions are harder 
to overcome, then the rough and formidable : Wherher by realon we lels 
diſtruſt them, and that the ſenſes and Nature hold Intelligence with them : 
Whether becaule their fained {weetnels and Artihce facilitate their entry 
into the heart, Whether in relpect that no palsion being eſtabliſhed ro re- 
{ſt them, Reaſon is left ſingle to conteſt againſt them: And Realon which 
is not upheld by paſsions, fights faintly, and without vigour. It ts not fo 
with theſe troubleſom paſsions, which are enemies to Valour. They eyer 
: finde Nature upon her guard : The Senles cannot grow familiar with 
chem, nor faſhion themſelves to their rudeneſs. 'They would not know 
how to enter into the heart, bur openly, and with violeace: And the pro- 
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per Function of anger, which is a Warlike paſsion, being to ſerve Rea- 
ion againſt them ; War with chem cannot be neer ſo painful as with 
others, nor the Victory fo difficult and doubttul. 

We ſee allo, that the number is far greater. of brave Spirits, who have 
overcome Fear.then of valiant chafte Women who have vanquiſhed Love. 
 Andamongſt lo many Heroes whom Poefie hath made, and Hiſtory 
found out : We can hardly name three or four who have not been Ma- 
ſtred by it : Some one will ſay, that this comes home to the Fable ot the 
Lion, who was vanquiſhed by a Walp : but whether Love be a Walp or 
a Bee, I leave that Dilpure ro others. It ſufficerh mie, that thoſe People 
who were ſubduers of Monſters, have been vanquiſhed by Love. And 
[ cannot cite moreancient Authors to give Credit to the power of pleaſing 
paſsions, and to conclude in ſequel, that Chaſtity , whoſe part it is to 
overcome them , ought to be more Refolute and Couragious then . 
_ Valour. 
| Moreover the ftrength of Patsions, of what Order ſoever they be, pro- 
\ cecds from the force of choſe Obje&s which irritate them. Now the 
goods which provoke Love and Deſire, and fightExternally againſt Cha- 
ſiry, are more hard to overcome then Evils which bepet fear and diſpair, 
and are Foofire to Valour, This ar firſt fight appears incredible : And the 
ignorant will ſuſpet it for a Paradox and an Fiyperbole. It it true neverthe- 
leſs, and the proof will be cafie to thole who know the different Impre(- 
fions of Good and Bad, and the ſeveral inſtinas of the Will. The firſt 
Action of Good is like that of the Loadſtone, it attracts the Will, and 
. forcibly faſtens it ſelf to it: It doth yet more, it Dilates the Will which ir 
hath faſtened co its ſelf; and penetrates it with a plea{ing and violent {weet- 
neſs, which hath wherewith to gain and overcome xt. Nevertheleſs, ir 
hath no necd of violence againit the Will: She renders her elf up freely to 
what is Good, and expects not to be forced from it. She embraceth al] 
that reſembleth it : She ever gapes after the Odour and Shadow thereof. 
And her happineſs conſiſting in being united to it, ſhe cannot repel it with- 
out ſuppreſsing orſuſpending her inſtinct, withour ating againſt her ſelf, 
and offering violence to Nature. Her inſtin& and diipoſition in re{pe& of 
Evil, are far different from the other. As it is an QbjeRt of Terror, which 
woundeth by its bare preſence; the Will alſo cannot endure the Reproa- 
ches of it : She flies eagerly, even trom the appearances and preiages there- 
of. and for this ſhe needs niether new vigour nor force but her own in- 
ſin : contrariwile ſhe would have need of a ſecond vigour more power- 
full then the firſt; and it would be neceflary that ſhe ſhould offer violence 
ro herin{linſt : if ſhe were, I do not ſay, to follow Evil, but even to ex- 
pect it quietly,and to ſuſpend the hatred ſhe bears it. It is then more eafie 
to fightagainit Evil, and to overcome it by a propenle and natural reſiſt- 
ance, then to repell Good, and obtain ſuch a "nd victory over it,as 15 of- 
tenſive ro Nature,and conſtrains her [nclinations. And this truth being ſup- 
poſed, I leave unto others to judge, whether the Combatrs of Valour be 
more hazardous and painfull, chen thoſe of Chaſtity : And whether to 


fup- 
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ſuppott Nature, and to repulſe with her by joynt-Forces a danger which 
aftrighrs and threatens her,it be neceſlary to imploy more Vigour and Con- 
ſtancy, and a&t more couragioully, and with more reſolution,then to force 
her Inclinations; to ſupprels her inſtin&t and delires ; to ſnatch from her 
a Good which is Interiour, and Adherentto her ; a preſsing and obſtinate 
Good, a Good, which is ſupported by many other Goods, which are her 
Solicitors and Agents, which render it valuable and ſuſtains ir. | 
T his is a third Reaſon, which much increaſeth the dangers of Chaſtity, 
and the need ſhe hath to be wel armed with courage & warlike Diſcipline. 
She is not only to defend her ſelf from voluptuoulneſs, which 1s an obſti- 
nate and preſsing Enemy :. And which can hardly be vanquiſhed, either 
by open force, diverſion, or ſtratagem : But ſhe is likewiſe to overcome 
Avarice, Vanity,and Ambition : She 1sto refiſt Engines of Gold and Sil- 
ver, Batteries of Diamonds and Pearls, and generally all the Aflaults 
which a potent Love, alsiſted by Fortune is ableto give. Some Men go 
about to Debauch even Reputation and Honour from the ſervice of 
Chaſtity, and to imploy them ſome times againſt her with berrer Succels 
then Pleaſure and Riches ; nay, then death it {elf and puniſhments, as it 
hapned in the fall of Lacretia. Now it is certain that Gold and Silver arc 
the Engines which overcome all things ; with them Towns are taken 
which have held our againſt Canons and Mines : By them Armic$ have 
-been defeated, which had reſiſted Fire and Sword, the injuries of Weather, 
and the fury of the Elements: And a Woman hath need of far greater force 
then that of the Heroes, to maintain a Battery, which hath broken whole 
Legions, and overthrown Citadels. There are alſo but roo many of them 
who ſurrender to it. And jn.chele ſorts of Combatrs, Victories are daily 
gain'd with Gold and Pearl. Nevertheleſs that which is remarkable, even 
Riches, Honors, Preſents and Hopes, which have ſo much PRO to. wea- 
ken Chaſtity, are helps which incourage Valour, and Fortifteit : And the 
valiant raiſe themſelves great and reſplendent Fortunes, out of the fame 
things, which raine chaſte Women. | i 
There is mnch more then this; And as it Chaſtity had nor enemies 
enough of her own, ſhe is to conteſt with thoſe of Valour and Conſtan- 
cy. She\s not onely aflaulted by voluptuoulnels, and battered with pieces 
of Gold, and Silver,- with Preſents and Offers , with Weapons which 
wound the ſoul by flzttering the lenſes; and vanquiſh the heart by delighr- 
ing the Body. But ſheis allo atlaulred by Tyrants and Executioners with 
a preparation of Terror and Engines of Puniſhments : And the dear: 
which they propotle to her 1s not a relplendent and ſpecious death, an Ho- 
norable and Glorious death, like that of valiant Men , but a hideous and 
Tragick Death ; a Death accompanied with Torments, and like thoſe 
which are bewailed upon Theaters. The chief thing is, that ſhe 1s not to 
contend with this death, . and thele Torments by reliſtance, and by repel- 
ling them with the Sword, as in War : This Combat would be eafie, and 
Nature would both ſide with her, and ſupport her. Bur ſhe muſt over. 
come by Parience, and in ſuffering all that an Irritated palsion and become 
furious- 
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furious,can make one ſuffer. And Nature,co which ſufferance is averſe,not 
alsifting her in this kinde of fight : She muſt have a ſtrong reſolution, and 
a very Heroick Courage to reſiſt all alone Fire and Sword, and hold out 
againſt rhe Rack and Tortures. | 

Thoſe are truly to be eſteemed, who expole themſelves freely to ſo ma- 
ny Deaths as there be Grains of Lead,and Pikes of [ron in the Army of an 
Enemy, who remain firm before artificial Thunders which ſtrike at a 
greater diſtance, and cauſe more Murthers then thoſe of Nature. Bur the 
end of thoſe Perſons, how reſolute ſoever they be, is not to put back the 
Goods which are offered them.and leſs alſo to abandon themſelves to the 
Evils which appear and threaten them : She is to acquire all that they ſee 
of Riches and Crowns inthe hands of Victory : She 1s ro retort death up- 
on their Enemies, and with Death, all the evils which accompany it, as 
well as thoſe that follow it. Chaſtity hath Obje&s and Pretenſions quite 
oppoſite to thele: And it is her duty to vanquiſh equally things delight- 
ful and formidable: The delightful, by a generous refuſal ; the formida- 
ble, by an immoveable Patience, and both by an Heroick Magnanimi- 
rie. 

The couragious Suſanna was to fight and overcome all thele forts of E- 
nemies, drawn together againſt her in one fingle Occaſion. She vanquiſh- 
ed Pleaſure, which hath put ſo many Heroefles under the yoke,and ſo ma- 
ny Conquerers in chains. She overcame Infamy, which is the great Bug- 
Bear of her Sex : She overcame Death, even the Death due to Sacriledges; 
And that which exceeds all Expreſsion : She chole rather to undergo in- 
nocently the ſhame and puniſhment of Adulterers, then to preſerve her 
Life and Honour by a Stain eafie to be waſhed our , and far eaſter to be 
concealed. Certainly the ViRories of Sampſon , though Heroick and Mi- 
raculous, if compared with theſe, will paſs but for May-Games, and Fi- 
&ions : And whatſoever is ſaid of it, he ſhewed leſs hnaerk In teari 
up Pillars, and bearing the fall of a Ruined Houſe, then Suſanna did in of- 
tering her ſelf to the ſnares which were prepared for her. Let us add now 
Example to Diſcourſe, and to Inculcate alſo to the Underſtanding the ad- 
vantage which the courage of Chaſte Women hath above that of Valiant 
Men ; let us preſent here to publick view the Picture of a Warlike and 
vertuous Chaſtisy. | 
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EXAMPLE. 
Blanche of Rofsy: 


"FT? Hat Mezentius whoſe Memory even at this day 1s exemplarily puni- 
T ſhed, was peradventure but a Fiction of Virgil, madeto chaſtile (in 
Effigie ar leaſt) both Tyrannie and Cruelty ; and to read a Leſſon 
of Juſtice and Clemency to Princes. Nevertheleſs this Fiction ſo noto- 
riouſly puniſhed, and cryed down for ſo many Ages, hath not wanted 
bad Imitators, who have drawn Copies of it ſo much the more deformed 
as they more reſembled theOriginal. And not to produceothers here, which 
belong to other Subjects : Acciolin was in fleſh and bone, in minde and 
action, what Mezentius was but in Paper and Figure. This Exterminator 
who was ſent abour the end of the twelfth Age, to chaſtiſe infolent and 
debauchd Italy, renewed all the ancient Cruelties, and aboliſh'd Puniſh- 
ments; And verified all that was ſtrange in Fables, all that was ſeen Tra- 
gical, and ſurpriſing upon Theaters. His Cruelty extended ſo far , that to 
lengthen the puniſhment and impartiente of thoſe wretched men whom 
he tormented, he cauſed them to be laid upon halt putrified bodies , to 
the end the dead might by little and little ſtifle the living, that they might 
be eaten up by their Worms , and become corrupted by their Pu- 
trifaction. - | | 2 — 
This Cruelty of Acciolin was accompanied ,with a barbarous and bru- 
tiſh Incontinency : And albeit tenderneſs and ſweetneſs be a Natural In- 
gredient to Voluptuouſneſs, His nevertheleſs was ordinarily Savage,ſtain'd 
wich Blood, and like a Fury. Ir appeared ſuch during the whole courſe 
of his life, and particularly in the Sacking of Boſſano, which he rook by 
Storm. Tohn Baptiſta of Porta, who was either the Governour or Lord of 
the Place, having been ſlain upon the Wall, Blanche of Roſſy his Wite,who 
fought compleatly armed by his fide, after a long reſiſtance, and Heroick 
Endeavors, was taken and led in Triumph beforethe Tyrant; as the moſt 
rare and precious piece of his Conguen 
Certainly allo the had in her (elf alone wherewith to merit the entex- 
riſeand labours of three juſt Conquerors. And the famous Grecian who 
was ſo often ſtoln away, and for whom ſo many Battels had been fought. 
was but a third part of this Italian Lady. Her Beauty was no ſolitary 
Beauty, and ill attended like the others. It was accompanied with all 
the Vertues which make the Honour of her Sex, and even thole which 
Honour ours, were not wanting in her. She was very Beautiful, bur far 
more Chaſte, and little leſs Valiant. She had Charms and accompliſhed 
Graces : but thoſe Charms were Innocent, and without Aﬀectation: thole 
Graces were Continent and Military: And generally in all her Anractives, 
there appeared a tincture of Modeſty, and Spirits mix'd with baſhfulneſs 


and courage. - | 
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As ſoon as Acciohkn had viewed her thus gracefully ſet forth in Armour, 
covered over with a certain duſt fteeped in {weat, which appeared like a 
Military painting, and ſuch as they give to Vietory : A black and violent 
flame ſuddenly ſeized on his heart : And the ſmoke thereof aſcending to 
his head,extinguiſhed all that was found there of light. It was neither Af- 
fection nor Eſteem , it was neither Inclination nor true Love. Flames of 
this Nature do not faſten on all forts of matter : And although the Sun 
doth illuminate Comets as well as the Planets , yet it 1s not from the fire 
of Planets that he illuminates the Comets. 

Therelation which was made him of the Valour and Chaſtity of Blanche, 
added new fire to his brutiſh Concupiſcence ; he was likewiſe by Nature 
one of thele luſttul Devils, who are leſs laſcivious by an appetite they 
cannot have; then by the inclination they have to defile and corrupt. 
Rapes and all dbery, injurious to Vertue, were moſt pleaſing to him; 
And he took a particular delight in ſpoiling thoſe Flowers which were 
Conlecrated to her. Ar firſt he conſtrain'd his Humour, and took upon 
him a flattering and complacent Countenance, but this look was a very 
improper Mask : And his rude and forc'd complacences were far from 
ſoftning the Vertue of Blanche. She knew very well that Tygers never 
grow familiar in good earneſt with their Prey, and that though they hide 
their teeth and clawes, yet they ſeldom make much of them , without 
ſcratching or biting chem. 

Afterwards he diſcovers himſelf , and declares to her his paſsion with 
arrogant intreaties, and in a ftile of Command. His intreaties, though 
violent, finding not themſelves powerful enough , he came to armed 
threats,full of death and tortures : And his threats, with all their weapons, 
proved as weak as his Intreaties. There nothing remain'd to try but force : 
| And as he prepared himlſelt for it, the Chaſte and Couragious Blanche 
ſlipt out of his hands ; got into the window, and tranſported by her Ver- 
tues and Courage, and perchance alſo by her good Angel, {ke precipitated 
her ſelf from thence. This boldneſs aſftoniſhd all that werepreſent : And 
even Accioln acknowledg'd himſelt overcomeby the fall of his Captive : 
They thar were ſent to help her, believed her dead : She was only in a 
ſwound, and had one ſhoulder out of joynt, and an arm broken. She 
being come to her ſelf, there was neither care nor remedies ſpar'd for her 
Cure : But as ſhe apprehended more her Cure then death, the ſame Re- 
medies which aſlwaged the pain of her body, augmented the grief of her 
minde : and every moment ſhe prayed againſt the Vertue of Remedies, 
and bewailed the eale which ſhe received by them. The Remedies had 
notwithſtanding more Vertue then either her Prayers or Tears : They re- 
ſtored her health, and the reſtauration thereof proved the (ryfis of her 
misfortune. 

Acciolin no looner ſaw her recovered, but he preſently renewed his pre- 
tenſions and purſuits. He affaulred her Soul in every part, where it might 
be aſſaulted. Having in vain conteſted againſt hope, he conteſted againſt 
tear ; And cauſed far greater Threats to ſucceed larger Offers. Bur this le- 

cond 
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cond Aſſault found not a more praſperous Succeſs then the former. His 
great Menaces and Offers were tendred without effe&, and there was 
tound nothing baſe or weak in this great Soul. Perſwaſton not prevailing 
with her, he uſed a Tyrannical and Barbarous Violence, and not being 
able to gain upon the Spirit of Blanche, he cauſed her body to be faſtened 
upon a Table, which was more deteſtable to her then a Torturing 
Wheel. 

This action only ſullied the Tyrant who did it ; The Vertue of the Pa- 
tient, who endured it with ſo much regret, was nor defaced by it : Her 
very Name received not any ſtain thereby : Nevertheleſs being tranſported 
with pain, and become odious, and almoſt unknown to her ſelf; ſhe 
withdrew to the place in which her Husband Interr'd : Where having 
diſcovered what remained of his body : where having made a ſhort and 
interrupted , yet Couragious and Manly Complaint to his Ghoſt, and 
where having beſought him to come and deliver her ſoul out of a Priſon 
ſtain'd by Acciolin; ſhe caſt her ſelf upon theſe dear and pitiful Reliques : 
And inthis ſtate, able to beget Emulation in all the Verruous Women of 
Antiquity, ſhe rendred up her Soul , not upon the Body of her Husband, 
(who was no more) but upon his Shadow and Memory. 
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Maageudd | L- England is dangerouſly ſick upon this 
if (23 Bed with Prince Edward. The Fortune of the 
| ZS Publike being wounded to the heart by the 
& wound he o_ from the Holy V Var, en- 
" V dures the ſame Convullſions as he feels : And 
the Fhyſitians give them but one day of life, if God ſend not 
an Angel, and a Miracle to cure them. 
Surely it is very ſtrange that the hearts of a whole Nation 
ſhould be wounded by one blow, and that one ſhaft which 
hath hurt but one Body, ſhould draw Blood from ſo many 
Soules. Bur ſuch ts the condition, and as it were the deſtiny 
of good Princes : They have a heart and foul in every one 
of their Subjects : Their blood and veines diſperſe them- 
ſelves throughout all the parts of their Dominions, and their 
leaſt wounds are followed by publike Symptomes , and po- 

pular Maladies. | 
Prince Edwards wound is one of thofe : The King his 
Father, and all his Subjects lament 1t, and their I ears are the 
Blood of their Soules, which have been wounded by his Bo- 
dy. You will believe notwithſtanding, that in this generall 
"NY ficknelſs, 
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ſicknels, and amidſt theſe common lamentations,the Princeſs 
his wife 1s the moſt ſick, and moſt to be lamented. There is 
alſo a good half of the Prince in her, and reciprocally more 
then a good hall of her in the Prince.Her love at leaſt 1s there 
intire ; and with her love there is more of her Life, and 
more of her Soul then 1s left behind. Though far remote 
from the fight, yet ſhe was wounded there to death with 
him : Her heart found it ſelf juſt in the offended part : and 
ever fince her ſoul and life have iſſued forth by the ſame 
wound with her Husbands blood. 

At preſent hope 1s returned to her, but it is a dolefull hope, 
and ſuch as may come from deſpair. The Phyſitians have 
declared to her, that the Prince might yet be cured, and that 
to cure him, it was neceſſary to ſeek out ſome affectionate 
and couragious perſon, who would expoſe himſelf to take in 
his Death by ſucking the poyſon out of his wound. Her 
Love, which was preſent at the Conſult of the Phyſitians, 
 perſwaded her that this aftection could not be expected but 
from a woman, nor this Courage but from a Princeſs : That 
this tacall wound could not have a more {overaign Salve then 
her Tongue : and that if it were her Husbands deſtiny to 
receive a ſecond Life, he could owe it to no other then her 
Spirit and Mouth. 

This inſpiration greedily recerved by her heart, drew from 
thence this bold and vigorous heat, and this tincture of hope 
and joy which you ſee in her Face. There appears in her 
Countenance ſomething, I know not what, of fierce and 
_ ſtately, which ſeems to require reſpect, and yet begets afte- 

con. Iris peradventure a certain Ayr of Spain which paſ- 
ſed the Seas with her, and followed her into England. 5 1s 
perchance a viſible expreſſion of her Heroick thoughts, and 
an exteriour ſign by which her Soul declares what ſhe newly 
concluded. For whatever this little fierceneſs may be taken, 
and what name ſoever they give it; it ſets a harmleſs edge 
upon the ſweetneſs of this Princeſs : It 1s to her Beauty and 
Graces a modeſt and well-becoming boldneſs : It is as 1t 
werea reflection of her Heart upon her Face, and as a de- 
monſtration 
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monſtration of the greatneſs and vigour of her Soul. 

But whether it proceed from the greatneſs and vigour of 
her Soul, or trom the force and greatneſs of her aftection,ſhe 
valueth not death, to which ſhe 1s going ro expoſe her ſelt, 
nor 18 aftrighted at this great train of Terror which the peo- 
ple {et before her; She conſiders, and hearkens to nothing 
but her Love, which calls her to an action which will equall 
Spain to ancient Greece, and old Italy; which will eftace 
the glory of renowned men and women; and infuſe jea- 
louſie into both Sexes : which vill be the honour of this 
Age, and the admiration of Poſterity ; and will martifeſt 
that Charity no leſs then Faith hath the gift of Cures, and 
the vertue of Miracles. | 

Her [magination was full of theſe great Objects. But her 
Husband is the main one, and approacheth neareſt to her 
heart : In her mind the renounceth Reputation and Glory : 
and by an expreſs Oath taken upon the name and picture of 
the Prince,which you ſee in her hand ; She dedicates her ſelf 
to his Cure, and obligeth her ſelf to ſuck in her own Death, 
or to give him Life. Let us accompany her to the Execution 
of this buſineſs, and place our ſelves behind this piece of Ar- 
ras with the Princes ſervants, who obſerve her in ſilence, and 
with geſtures of aſtoniſhment. Vertue cannot have too ma- 
ny witnefles in ike Enterprizes. And this would merit that 
time paſt ſhould return, and the future advance to convey to 
her Spectators of all Ages. 

Behold her already upon the Princes Bed, and couched 
upon the wound ſhe hath diſcovered. You would ſay. that 
her Soul to accompliſh the Tranſport ſhe hath vowed , and 
to paſs from the {ubject ſhe animates, to that ſhe loveth, 
Hows away by her Eyes with her Tears, and drop by drop 
penetrates the Pody of the ſick Prince. Do not fear that thele 
Tears ſhould inflame his wound ; or that the Ardour of his 
Feavour be augmented by them. Theſe Tears indeed are 
very warm, and come from a ſcorching ſpring : but they are 
gentle and benigne ; and | believe that not a Tear doth fall, 

which 
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which carryeth not with it ſome part of the Princefles Soul, 
and ſome drop-of her Life diſtilled therein. 

V Vhat do you think of this Love, who exhorts her with 
his very looks and action * Doth he not ſeem to be newly 
come out of her Heart to declare himſelf the Author of this 
great Deſign, and to enjoy it neerer and nan open way © He 
15 not one of theſe Intereſted and Propriatory Ones that will 
ingroſs all to themſelves, and aym meerly at their own pri- 
vate ſatisfaction. Leſs 4lſo 1s he one of thoſe Diſcontented 
and Contentious Ones, who are armed on all ſides with 
teeth and nails; who carry not a Flower which 1s not ac- 
companied with I hornes ; who make not ſo much cleer fire, 
as they do noiſe and ſmoke. 

You ſee no Shafts nor Torch about him, becauſe he 1s a 
Saving and no Tyrannical Love: He 1s come to cure an 
old wound , and not to make new ones : And there entreth 
nothing but a pure Spirit and Light into the Flames which 
he inkindles. He 1s not of the Country of Romances; nor 
of the Region of Fables : His Origen 1s from Heaven,even 
from the moſt Luminous, and higheſt part of Heaven. He 
15next to God the Mediator of holy Marriages, and well 
united Pairs : He is the common Spirit of Chriſtian Sym- 
pathyes, and the Moderator of Chafte Agreements, and 
Vertuous Harmonies. 

Such an Exhorter is moſt powerful, and his Inſpirations 
leave nothing to be acted by Reaſon. However he 1s not 


the ſole perſwader of the Princeſs. Her Husband though 


faſt aſleep, 15 no leſs Perſwaſive nor Eloquent then he. If 


Prince Edward ſpeaks not with his mouth, he ſpeaks by the 


paleneſs of his face : He ſpeaks from the Ardour of his Fea- 
ver, and the Palpatation of his heart. He ſpeaks from 
his wound which hath a Voice of Blood and words of Pal- 
ſion. In filence the Princeſs yields attention to this V oice 
and to theſe V Vords : And Anſwereth them with her 
Sighs and Tears, which are no leſs Eloquent, nor leſs Paſs1- 


onate. And ere long when ſhe ſhall thruſt her Tongue 


and 
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and Mouth into this V Vound, her Heart will deſcend upon 
her Lips to bid the laſt adieu to the Princes Heart, My to 
tranſmit into it her laſt Flame, together with her Life. 

But fear nothing in her behalf: This Love her Inciter, will 
reſerve them both. He-put a ſecret Antidote in to her 
Fad and gave her Spirit the gift of Healing. Her 
Lips which he purified with a Spiritual and Sacred Fire, 
will Exorciſe Death , and diſpoſſeſs it of this Body, 
without taking, it into her own ; And one day, Edward 


, 


Cured, And Eleonor Preſerved, will be reckonetl amongſt 


Q's. ... . SONMET. 


——————————————————————_——— 
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'@ N fome _— Prince Edward, Dreaming les, 
FVVith Death in's Wound, and ſlumber m hi Eyes : 

His Spoule, to ( ure him, ts reſolvd to Dy, 

LV} ith Heart like thoſe of her brave «Anceſtry. 


Love, more then Nature, «kill d m Life's repairs, 
eM akes him a precious Balſome of her T ears : 
VVhoſe Soul already heals him in Defigne, 

eAnd, at bis VVound, do's with his Soul conjoyne. 


eApproach thy «Mouth and Heart couragious V Vie, 
'Tis that muſt ſave thy. gallant Edwards life ; 

That Heart of thine, with true «A fettion Crown'd, 
Shall make thy T ongue a Plaifter for his Wound. 


To (ure thy Prince, employ no other Skill 

T he Fire, the Blood, the Spirits that Diſtll 

From thy fair Soul, ſhall from his Body drive 

Th empoyſond VVound, and keep thy Prince alrve. 


Elogy 
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g Froick Vertue doth not alwaies Kill; nor imploys Fire and 

Sword in all ſhe takes in hand. All her Exploits are not 

ſtained with Blood: ſhe knows how to perform them of 

more then one faſhion and colour; and acts not everywhere 

\.__ with Noile, though in every place with Force. There are 

Obſcure victories withour vicnelſes, wherein ſhe hath need of no les 

boldneſs, then in thoſe which are gained in the view of whole Nations, 
and with the noiſe of Canons and Trumpets. 

The victorie repreſented in this PiEture, is one of theſe. Edward, Prince 

of Wales,was come back from the Holy Land, with a wound he had recei- 
ved from an Impoyloricd Arrow, The Phyſitians had aſſayed all cheir ſpe- 
culations and practiſes; and all thoſe ways having becn unprofitably tryed 
they declared to him,that he could nor be cured but by the deſtruction of 
ſome Perſon who might have the courage to ſuck in death with the poy- 
ſon of his wound. Being condemned by this Declaration, he prepares 
himſelf to dye, reſolving not to roues life, by the death of another, nor 
to niake a remedy of an [mpoylonment. The Princeſs his Wife, Daugh- 
ter unto the King of - (Caſtile , conceiving her ſelf condemn'd by the 
ſame ſentence, received it, as if love it ſelf had pronounced itto her: And 
ſceing her ſelf neceſſitated to dye, either by the death or cure of her Hul- 
band ; She reſolved to chule of theſe two deaths.that which ſeemed to her 
the moſt Honourable, and leaſt bitter; and which ought of the two moy- 
ties of her life to conſerve to her ſelf, that which was moſt dear and preci- 
OUs. 
This reſolution taken with her love, ſhe defers the Execution to the 
nextnight, And as ſoon as the Prince was prepared for it by reſt, ſhe 
gently diſcovers his wound, and begins to cure it by the pureſt blood of 
her ſoul, which ſhe pour's into it with her Tears : That done, ſhe fer her 
mouth to the wound, and with her tongue plunged her heart into it : By 
lictle and little ſhe ſucks out the Poylon, and ſo ſeaſonably caſts it forth, as 
ſhe drew from thence all that was Mortal, without retazning any part 
thereof to her ſelf. oy 

Whether that this malignant humour were conſumed by the ſubtile and 
penetrating fire, which her heart diffuſed by her month : Or whether 
God, who is Life and Charity, had laid his Spirit upon her hps , ſhe pre- 
| ſerved her Husbands life without looſing her own ; and by one act cured 

two ſick Perfons, and wrought two Miracles. 


Oo 2 Moral 


108 The Gallery of Heroick Women. 


MORAL REFLECTION. 


#- Here is a large Encomion in this Picture ; and an excellent leffon for 
married Women. This couragious Spaniard added to the Romans,Greci- 
ans, and even to thole Barbarians, who dyed for their husbands, will ſpeak 
Erernally for the conſtancy and fidelity of their Aﬀections:And wil highly 
prove, and in an Heroick ſtile,that the loving portion of the heart is more 
vigorous and couragious in their Sex,then in Ours. But ſhe will alſo prove 
for their inſtruction, that nothing is impoſsible to well ordered Charity : 
That her hands have the gift of Cures, and that the vertue of Miracles re- 
ſides on her Lips : That ſhe fingle and unarmed, hath more Force then 
Death with all his ſwords and poyſons : and that Barbarous and heathen- 
iſh Love, which knew onely how to dye vainly, and with Audacity, was 
but an impatient and deſperate Love, compared to a Chaſte One, which 
knows how to ſave in dying, and toreap benefit even by its Dangers and 
Lofies. | 
But this ſaving and Wonder-working Love, ought not to be a buſie and 
Effeminate Love,or a Love of Intereſt and propriety. It muſt be a Philoſo- 
phick and Couragious Love, Extatick and Prodigal ; Elevated above all 
thar pleateth and affrights. This Torch muſt be like that, repreſented injthe 
Cantzeles, not a wandring and Volatile fire, but a fire ever Equal and Active; 
A fire which conſumes all the little threds of Intereſts , al Forraigntyes ; 
all Chains and Fetters , even thoſe precious Chains which Fortune frames; 
nay, thoſe very Fetters which are more worth then Diadems , and which 
faſten Princes on Thrones. Some will have it, that it conſumes even the 
ryes of the Soul and Body; And alleadge that place of the ( anticles, where 
the power of Love is equalled with that of Death. This point is 
both important, and inſtructive : And becauſe one might be dan- 
gerouſly miſtaken therein , it is fic to makea Queſtion of it apart. 


_—_—_—_— 


1 4 . 


MORAL QVESTION. 


Whether it appertains to the Duty and Fidelity of V Vomen, to 
expoſe themſelves to Death for their Husbands. 


F in this point we believe Antiquity, Conjugal Love was heretofore 

. very Tyrannical :, And married Women, who ſubjected themſelves to 
it, ought to be well reſolved. It was not ſatisfied , that they ſhould bear 
with the ill humours, and bad Fortunes of their Husbands, bur ic would 
=} | have 
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bave them ſick of their Maladies, & die of their Deaths: And as if it had not 
been ſufficient ro make them ſlaves, & undergo the yoke,It madethem alſo 
Sufferers and Victims and put ordinarily either a rope abour their necks, or 
a dagger in their throats: I he chief thing is,that there was a necelsity of ta- 
king that courſe to acquire the title of a gallant Woman: And ſuch as were 
able co endure life after the death of their Husbands, could nor pretend to 
the acctamarions of their preſent Age, nor to the Eternity of Hiſtory. Be- 
fides,even in theſe dayes this cruel Cuſtom is uſed in ſome parts of the In- 
die;/No Widows are feen inthoſe Countries: And Families are not prejudi- 
ced there by Dowries which ifſue out of them: A Father of a Family being 
dead,the Law of the Country ordains,that he be put in an Equipage for 
the other World : And that ſuch things as had been moſt dear unco him, 
ſhould be burn d with him. The beſt beloved of his Wives hath this ad- 
vantage by his laſt Will, and the Right which Cuſtom allows her. She 
drefleth her ſelf more richly, and with more care for death, then ſhe had 
done for her Wedding-Feaſt : The whole Kindred in Feltival Garments, 
and adorned like her, Conducts her Solemnly and in Pop to the flaming 
Pile : And there ſhe ſuffers herſelf ro be burnt in Ceremony, and with a 
more Natural and leſs affefted Conſtancy then did the Indian Philoſopher, 
who would counterfeit Hercules dying ; And preſented a Spectacle of his 
death to the Army of Alexander. I know indeed that this Superſtitious, 
and regular Cruelty of the Indians ; And that other tumiiltuary and preei- | 
pitated Deſpair of the Romans and Grecians, are equally reproved by the 
Laws of Chriſtianity. But I am not ignorant alſo that conjugal Love hath 
ics Meritorious and Vertuous Deaths : And there is ſome ground to doubt 
whether ſuch kinde of deaths may happen by way of obligation,and con- 
cern the Duty of a good Wife. 

 Tothis Queſtion, which is not of meer Curiolity, but Inſtruftive and 
Profitable : 1 anſwer, Firſt,that deſperate and palsionate Women, who kill 
themſelves to follow their deceaſed Husbands , tranſgreſs againſt conju- 
gal Love, and violate the Fidelity they owe them. This Propoſtion draws 
neer to a Paradox, Yet exceeds not its bounds , and Truth 1s there well 
ballanced. One or two Reaſons may Juſtife ir, and draw the aflent of 
the moſt devoted to the Memory of the Panthea's and the Porca's. 

In the firſt place it will be granted me, that the prime care of Lovers 
ſhould be to nouriſh their fire, and to keep it ſtill in heat and ation , To 
defend it from all that might extinguiſh it : And the leaſt negleQts therein 
are Temprations : Doubts are Diſpolitiqns to change and commenced In- 
fidelities. Now this fire is ſmother'd in blood, and by the violence of de- 
ſperare Widows. It is a great folly to believe that nothing remains after 
death : Theearth of Church-yards is too cold to prelerve a fingle ſpark 
thereof: And ſuch as thunder out fo great Oaths, that their Aſhes will re- 
tain everlaſtingly the heat thereof, are highly guilty of Perjury, unleſs 
they vent them by way of Poeſie. Andift it be an a& of Infidelity by 
tract of time, and by piece-meal to ſuppreſs ones love from day today, 
and to deprive it by degrees of nouriſhment, what will it be to {mother ir 

violently 
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violently and on a ſudden ; not to leave it a ſingle ſpark which may 
iakinaleit ? | 

[ know not how they will take what I have to ſay in this particular, Ic 
is true nevertheleſs , and muſt be ſpoken, in whar ſenſe ſoever it may be 
taken. Conjugal Fidelity is more hainouſly violated, and the dead are far 
more injured by the deluſive Courage of the _— Conſtant Women that 
deſtroy themſelves, then by the weaknels of thoſe which will open their 
hearts to new AﬀeCtions, and run to ſecond Marriages. Theſe at leaſt pre- 
ſerve the Memory of their Husbands , T hey ſtill retain their Rings on 
their Fingers : T hey keep their Pictures in their Cloſets and Hearts : And 
the ſecond hire which ſeizeth on them is not ſo incompatible, nor ſo much 
an enemy to the firſt,thar it permits not ſome ſparks thereof , and a little 
heart in the remaining Aſhes. On the contrary,turious and deſpairing Wi- 
dows in what manner ſoever they voluntarily die, reſerve nothing of their 
frlt fire : They deſtroy ir even to the Martter,to the very Aſhes and Harth: 
And their Husbands, who might live long and quietly in their hearts, pe- 
riſh a ſecond time by the imperuoſity of their Deſpair, or by the obſtinacy 
of their Grief. 

Hence 1 infer a ſecond Reaſon againſt the Falfiry of impatient and de- 
 ſpairing Love. Itisan opimion generally received ; and ſupported both 
by the Senſe and Nature, as well as by Speculation atd Philoſophy : T hat 
Perſons beilov d bave a particular Being, and as it were a ſecond Exiſtency 
in the Imagination, inthe Soul and Heart of the Perſons that love them. 
They live there intelle&tually, and by their Images : And thoſe Images arc 
not dead Figures, nor Impoſtures of a deceiving Art. They have Life and 
Spirit , they are true and Natural : They pofleſs all the PerfeQtions and 
Graces of their Originals, and have 87 $. the Defects nor ſtains of Mat- 
ter. Now a Woman who kills her ſelf out of a blinde and precipitous fu- 
ry, or who conſumes her {elf with an obſtinate and voluntary Affliction, 
takes from her Husband this ſecond Exiſtency, and this intellectual Being 
and Love, by which he ſurvivd himſelf. She voluntarily annihilates, and 
violently deſtroys that which death had left her : And if ſhe ought to 
make a {cruple of defacing his Pi&ure, with what colour and pretence 
can ſhe juſtifie the violence ſhe offereth to an Image, which was her ſe- 
cond Lite and Felicity in this World ? 

Ic is evident thereby that Conſtancy is not furious, and that Fidelity is 
another thing then Deſpair : That the greateſt Love is not that which 
makes the molt haſte to poyſons and precipices : That Wives cannot more 
Religioully Keep the Faith they owe to their Husbands, nor give them 
ſtronger proofs of their Aﬀection,then in rendring their Fidelity,and Love, 
durable and laſting : Then in procuring them in their minde a life full of 
tranquillity and fatisfa&tion : Then in eſpouſing their Memory, and ma- 
King a new Contract with their Images : Then in carefully preſerving 
thole things whicty have been dear unto them: And if they be good Wives, 
they will nor doubt but they were more dear to them then any World- 


ly treaſure, 
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Let it not be ſaid, that this Philoſophy is too remiſs and indulgent : 
Thar it pleads the cauſe of Nice and Effteminate Dames , T hat it gives cre- 
dit and authority to ſelf Love. This cannot be ſpoken bur raſhly, and ac 
random; And ſurely as one may kill himſelf our of ſelf Love, and through 
an excels of tenderneſs, ſo one may preſerve his own lite for the Love of 
another, and by a particular Effort of Courage. Seneca affirms , thar for 
this much Vertueis required : and thar the bravelt men ought to employ 
therein, the whole vigour of their Souls. And this Stoick, who was as ſe- 
vere by his own inclinatian, as by the Genius of his Set; who had been 
inured to the Axioms, and opinions of the ſtrongeſt Philoſophy ; who had 
fo trequent trials of himſelf againſt grief and dearh, freely confeſleth, and 
3n good earneſt, that he was become a thrifty diſpoſer of his bad remain- 
ders; and had ſpared the dirt and dreggs of his Old Age, to the end 
he might preſerve the Spirit and youth of Paulina, who lived in him. 

To this firſt Deciſion , Which allows not to Women the ule of poylon, 
and Steel , and impoſeth an abſolute neceſsiry on them to ſurvive their 
husbands , I add a ſecond, which replaceth them in the freedom, even in 
che Right and Duty of dying for them : And the ſtrength of this lecond 
Deciſion, is nat repugnant to the maderation of the former. I ſay then, 
that albeit the Law, which forbids murther, and eſpecially all ſelf-mur- 
ther, be expreſs and general : Yet in a perilous occaſion, wherethe life of 
a husband ſhould be in danger, his wife would be obliged to expoſe her 
{elt for him to this hazard , and to give her own life for the preſervation of 
his, if there were an occaſton of making this exchange. I do not ground 
this obligation upan the right of Common Juſtice, nor on the Duties of 
Charity in general. Common, and Univerſal Charity, doth not extend 
ſo far: I ground it upon the Right and Duties of Conjugal Love,which 
1s of greater rigour,then the moſt rigorous juſtice, and impoſerh moreOb- 
liging and ſtrict Laws, then the ſtricteſt Charity. 

And to begin with what is more paiticular and eſſential: We know 
that the proper effect, & the ſpecifical Function of Conjugal Love, is to re- 
unite two Moyties, which the Creation hath ſevered : and to reafſemble 
Man and Woman into one body. Moreover we lee in all Natural bo- 
dies, that the leſs Noble parts expoſe themlelves by inſtin& ro fire and 
{word, in the defence of the Nobler. We ſee that the Arms and Hands 
ftifken and extend themſelves to meet the danger which menaceth the 
head, to receive the blows directed againſt it : To prote&t it even by their 
wounds, even by their death and torture, What our Members do by 
this inſtinct, which is a more ancient duty then all Laws & Law-makers, 
which is a blinde Love, and a Natural Charity without merit ; a married 
Woman ought to do it freely, and by election, through the duty 
of this ſtrict and rigorousCharity,which Conjugal Love impotleth on her. 
She is bur the ſecond part of the body, compoled by marriage. Man, to 
whom the Command belongs, is the Head thereof : and the Law which 
from the begining was impoſed upon Woman, to apply her (elf ro this 
Head, not onely ordains ber to take light and Conduct "hs thence, bur 
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alſo wils, that to preſerve this principle of her Condut , and this ſource 

of her light, ſhe ſhould lay afide the care ef her own ſafety, and repoſe : 

_ thatthe ſhouldrake upon her ſelf his dangers and wounds; and even ſave 
him by her death, if it will be received in Exchange. 

Beſides, Love of. its own Nature is a general Alienation of the whole 
Perſon that loveth. Ir is a Tranſport without Contract or Hope of a Re- 
turn, by which one gives himſelf all entire, and makes a free Donation 
of all that he hath, and is, to the Perſon he affefts. Now if this Aliena- 
tion and Tranſport may be valid and of force in any kinde of love, it is 
doubtleſs in Conjugal Love, which leaves no right of reſerve in Married 
Perſons; Which takes from them even the free ule of their Bodies , and 
engageth them in a mutual Dependency. And this Dependency is yet 
more {tri&t and indilpenſible onthe Wives part, who owes unto her Hul- 
band even the hairs of her Head, and the very Dreartis and Fancies which 
are within it : Whether by Reaſon the ſubjection is greater, and the Du- 
ties more Natural and neceſſary of the Body towards the Head, and of the 
Acceſſory toward the Priacipal, then of the Head towards the Body, and 
the Principal towards the Acceflory ; or whether becaule Wives give 
themſelves with lels reſerve, and love more Sincerely, and with more Fi- 
delicy then Men. This Alienation, when ic is free and compleat , doth 
not only eſtabliſh on a Husband a juſt Title over all the Cares and Aﬀecti- 
ons of his Wife, but it alſo eftabliſhes in him, a new Right over her 
Blood and Life. And albeit, this Right cannot be exacted by Juſtice, yet 
it may be done by Love, which is a A leſs ſevere and vexatious Exacter, 
bur yer more prelsing and more efficatious then Juſtice. Nevertheleſs this 
Exacter ought to know, that he cannot make ule of this Right but in the 
Extremity of Hope, and after the Tryal of all other Remedies. An arm 
of a Man is not cut off to cure him of Rhume and Head-ach : And one 
may ſay truly, that this kinde of Love would play the Tyrant, and Exe- 
cuttoner, and even cut the throat of a Wife, to make a Bath for her Hul- 
band, fick of the Sciatica or the Stone. | 

In the third place, Love is a true and ſenſible Tranſmigration of the 
Soul ; or as ſome define it, grounded on the Doctrine of St. Denys : It is 
an Extaſie by which the Soul ceaſerh to live in the Body, which fhe ani- 
mates,to live in that which ſhe Loves. Upon which it is not neceſfary to 
make a Commentary in this place ; nor to ſay by way of gloſs, that the 
Wordto live ought not to be underſtood of the firſt and Subſtantial, but of 
the ſecond and Active Life ; of this ſweet and ſenſtble Lite, which affords 
Guſt and Delight to the farſt. Every one ought to know, that Love is 
the Original,and, as it were, the Fountain of Foy, Pleaſure and Satis- 
faction, and of whatſoever hath a ſhare in the ſweetneſs of Life: And 
therefore the ſweet life of Lovers cannot ſubfiſt, but in the place where 
they love : Their minds are ſick and languiſhing, every where elſe : All 
their thoughts, which tend not thither, are heavy and Terreſtrial , are 
Melancholy and burthened with Anxiety : Their Muſings and their 


Cares can follow no other Track : And of thoſe Souls, it may —__ be 
| aid 
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{aid that they are Aliens, and Incommodated at home; And that their 
Bodies are to them as bad Innes, nay Priſons and Sepulchres. 
 Henceit grows.thar it doth not only belong to the Duty, bur allo tothe 
Intereſt and Repole of a good Wife, to Sacrifice her own life for her Hus- 
band; and that the gain which may be made thereby , is by two thirgs 
oreater then the loſs. Thereby ſhe only hazards the moſt uaquier and 
worſt part of her two lives. She expoſerh nothing but her Sorrows and 
Vexations, for the preſervation of her Joyes and Pleaſures. Of the two 
places where her Soul lives, ſhe only forſakes that which is ſad and Me- 
lancholy : Atid by the ruine of her Priſon, ſhe ſecures her Palace. And 
chat by the choice of a death which laſts bur a moment, and is {weetned 
and purified by Love; She avoids a Widow-hood, which is to Lovers 
along and bitter death ; A death of the Heart and Minde; a death which 
endures and makes it (elf felt as long as it laſtech. Thereby in fine, her 
Love enjoys the pureſt and higheſt ſatisfaction whereof it is capable : 
Which is to produce it ſelf entire : To fill up the whole Extent that lies 
opento it , to palseven to the utmoſt bounds, and to the laft Tryals. 
Now ſo long as it advanceth not ſo far as death, there ſtill remains a great 
Vacuum before it. And the moſt important and perſwaſtve point is yer 
wanting to Tryals. Being affured by the Teſtimony of Holy Writ, X 4 
Perfe@ and Conſummared Love, is only found in ſuch as Sacrifice their 
Lives for thoſe who are dear unto them. 

Moreover this laſt and Supream Duty which Conjugal Love impoſcth 
on Wives, and which it may alſo impoſe on Husbands , is not one of 
thoſe Duties in 1deaand Specularion, whereof no Example is ſeen but in 
Romances. The Couragious Spaniſh Princeſs, whoſe Picture I have 
newly drawn, was not a Fantome of that Country : And ſo many others, 
ſo well known in true Hiſtory, were not born in the ſame Places as the 
Caroclea's and Lucippa's. I leave the Ancient and Forreign Dames to ſeekers 
of far-ferch'd Curioſities : The French Lady, whom I am to pro- 
duce, is of a Family, good and rich enough to be an Honour to her Coun- 
try, and Age: And luch as treat of Modern Vertues, as of the younger 
brood, will learn at leaſt by this Example , that the younger Daugh- 
ters of France are nothing inferiour to the eldeſt Daughters of Greece 


and Rome. 
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EXAMPLE. 
' Margaret of Foixe Dutcheſs of Efpernon. 


g- 15 No new thing to hear me Diſcourſe of the bad Intelligence which 
, 15 between Friendſhip and Fortune. Ir hath always been believed 
that Greatneſs was too much Intereſſed, and Propriatory, to love real- 

ly; and that it had a certain Pride and Rigour, which left no room for 
Tenderneſs and ſoft Paſhons. It hath been ſaid, that Love and Majeſty 
never dwell together : Thar it rather affects a mean and quiet Condition, 
then an elevation expoſed to Winds and Tempeſts. And they that have 
reſembled it to a Bird, have not made it flie with Eagles, nor placed it up- 
on the top of Cedars, and the ſummer of Mountains. They have rank- 
ed it amongſt Bees, which are Armed, and live like it, of the quinriſcence 
of Flowers, and of the pure Spirit of the Planets. They have lodg'd it 
amongſt Roſe Trees, where there is Fire and Thorns like its own. Burt 
whatever hath hitherto been believed or ſaid, Friendſhip and Vertue are 
not equally at variance with all great Fortunes : T hereare Grandeurs very 
Aﬀectionate and wel-Natured, as well as Rude and Intractable. And if 
the Lizard, which walks only upon his hands, as Solomon ſaith, be ſo bold 
as to aſcend even to the Palaces of Kings, and to dwell with them as their 
Domeſtique : We mult not helieve that Love, which is Nobly Deſcended, 
and to whom fo excellent wings are given, is only born for Cottages. 
There are no Houſes {hut againſt it : And it ſhall appear by this Example, 
into what Houle ſoever Vertue introduceth it, there 1s no Greatneſs which 
gives not place to it, nor any Intercit which obeys it nor. 
The Fortune of the deceaſed Duke of Eſpernon hath been long admir'd 
throughout all France : It was likewiſe Extraordinary and Wonderful, 
and there was not only colour in the pieces which compoſed it, bur allo 
Force and Solidity , they were all great and Illuſtrious. In my Judgement 
nevertheleſs the deceaſed Lady his Wife, was the greateſt and moſt IIluſtri- 
ous of all thoſe pieces , nay, the ſtrongeſt and moſt ſolid, though it laſted 
not lo long as the reſt. This great Lady poſleſſed in an eminent degree 
all the Qualities which may conduce to the glory of a Family, and the 
happineſs of a Husband. Her Nobility was of the firſt rank : And I 
know not whether in all Europe there were any Soveraign Title or Crown 
wherein ſhe had not a ſhare. Bur there is a Nobility which is proud and 
inſolent; yet hers was Modeſt and Civil : The Titles of her Houſe did not 
puff up her Mind:And the Crowns of her Allies and Predeceflors made her 
not receive others with ſcorn. To this Noblenels of Blood was added the 
Noblenels of her Countenance,and that Soveraignty of Natural Right and 
Ancient Deſcent, which begets Majeſty in Beautiful Perſons ; but ſhe was 
not of thoſe fair Ones who erect their Soveraignty into Liberty and Tyran- 
ny : Hers ſtill remained within the limits of a lowly and exemplar So- 
briety. DetraQtion , which is ſo bold in lying, and findes our ſtains 
in the moſt Beautiful Planets, had not one word to ſay againſt her. 
Never- 
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Nevertheleſs, her Vertue was no ſullen Vertue; ſhe was none of thoſe 
curft ones, who have not a drop of good nature; who know onely how 
ro ſcratch and bite : She was naturally milde, and cultivated by ftudy : 
and the Graces had ſo well tempered what might perchance have been 0- 
ver tart in her, as ſhe gave content even where ſhe was ſevere. T2 

Bur all theſe rare qualities do not concern the ſubje& we now treat of: 
my Queſtion is about Conjugal Love : and the deceaſed Dutcheſs of 
Eſþernon hath given an Example thereof, which equals the force of ancient 
Models. There are even in theſe days Illuſtrious,and Remarkable witneſ- 
ſes, which ſpeak not of it but in terms of Praiſe. But what ever they fa 
of her Eſteem, and reſpects of her Obedience and Cares ; of her good Ot- 
fices and Complacences , though they ſpeak nothing thereof which is not 
Great and Exemplar, yer it leaves notſo high an Idea of this Love, as the 
ation of Angouleme. | | 

In that General Revolution which happened at Courr in the year 1588. 
The Heads of the League raiſed all their Engines againſt the Duke of Eſper- 
101 ; and uſed both openly and privately,all ſorts of endeavours to deſtroy 
him. However, he was not ſhaken; ſo that theſe Engines did onely al- 
ſault the favour and good will of his Prince. Bur as ſoon as Calumny 
took hold of his Fidelity, and that he was accuſed for holding intelligence 
with the King of Nawarre, his good Maſter, who till then had defended 
his own benefits, and interpos'd between his Work and thoſe envious Per- 
ſons who deſigned his ruin, withdrew his ProteCtion,and conſented to the 
Plot which was laid to feiz on him in Angouleme. 

The enemies which he had in the Cabiner Councel, extended the Kings 
conſent even to his deſtrudtion : And Orders were ſent from the Court ro 
the Magiſtrates of Angouleme, to bring him alive or dead : The execution of 
this dangerous Plot was defer till the tenth of Auguſt , and that day the 
Magiſtrate, who was not ignorant how hard a chaſe he had to follow, pre- 
ſented himſelf with two hundred ſeleed and armed men to ſeiz on the 
Duke at the hour he ſhould go forth to hear Maſs. I know not whether 
one ought to believe what is ſpoken of his good Fortune : but indeed I 
have heard ſay, That ſhe was more diligent about him, then the moſt dili- 
gent of his Guards : And that his enemies never laid any ſnares to catch 
him, which ſhe did not break aſunder, that they never prepared a Pitfall 
for him, over which ſhe laid not a Plank. However it were, it 1s certain, 
there had been an end of him that day, if ſhe had not cauſed diſpatches to 
arrive to him, which buſted him very happily all the morning, and divert- 
ed him from going forth to expoſe himlelt to death, which was prepared 
for him. | 

The occaſion palsing over with the morning, the Condu&tors of the 
Enterprize reſolved to begin by the ſeiſure of a rich pawn ; and to ſecure 
the Dukes Perſon, by laying hold on the good Lady, his Wite, who was art 
Maſs. Mean while, one of the Magiſtrates accompanied with twelve re- 
ſolure and ſtout men, entered the Caſtle : Their Arms were hid under 


their Cloaks; but their bad Intention being eaſe to be diſcovered by their 
Pp 2 1 


116 The Gallery of Heroick Women. 


ill looks, one of his Guards had ſome diftruſt of them, and ran to ſhut the 
Gate againſt thoſe that followed to ſecond them : the party began hotly 
to dilcharge their Piſtcls before the Dukes Chamber : ſome of his friends 
overpowred with number, were ſlain in the place : bur his Domeſticks 
and Guards haſting to the noiſe,and he himſelt appearing with a Sword in 
his hand, the end of the Fray proved as unhappy tor the Aſſailants, as the 
beginning. The Magiſtrate, and one of the boldeſt amongſt his Troop, 
made Payment for the attempt, with their perſons , and the reſt who were 
not reſolved to loſe ſo much, rendred up their Arms, and abandoned the 
arty. 
l This firſt Troop being defeated, the Duke was not for all that out of 
danger. He was enforced to defend the two Gares of the Caſtle againſt fire 
and the Petard, and then to repulle thoſe who began to Scale it. His great- 
eſt danger, nevertheleſs, was in the Church , where furiouſly entred an 
armed, and incenſed multitude, which ſeized on the Dutcheſs. Her quality 
and Sex deſerved ar leaſt ſome reſpect : pur qualities are not diſtinguiſhed 
in a Tumult, and no Sex is Priviledged againſt Fury. Of two Gentlemen 
that led her, one was killed at her feet, and the other being dangeroul] 
wounded, was 1n little better condition. This Barbarous Act did not i 
fright her : the bloud which ſprinkled her Gown,and Death it ſelf which 
palled over her ,vvrought no change in her Countenance. Her ſoul was al- 
waies Erect, and Elevated above danger;She conſerved even the comlineſs 
of her geſture, and the dignity of her looks, even Words of Authority, and 
tone of Command : and whereas another leſs Cburagious Woman, might 
have ſubmitted to Infolency,and have flattered Fury;She treated them with 
Command, like a Miſtreſs aſtoniſhing Audacity it ſelf by her Conſtancy. 

They advertiſe her that {ke was Arreſted for her Husband , and that if 
ſhe had a mind to live, and preſerve Him, ſhe muſt conſider of diſpoſing 
him,to remit his Perſon and Citradel into the hands of the Magiſtrate. 

At this Declaration, which was made to her with threats, 'and a dagger 
at her throat, ſhe anſwered , © That ſhe would not enter into any Treaty 
© with Murtherers : That ſhe knew not how to giveill Counſels : nor 
© in whatterms a Wife may perſwade her Husband to be a Coward : that 
* ittroubled her ſhe had bur one life to expole for the honour and ſafety 
* of his : that ſhe was lo far from lending them her prayers and tears a- 
* gainſt him,thar ſhe would joytully ſhed even the laſt drop of her bloud, 
*<1f that mighr add either a moment of new luſtre to his reputation,or halt 
*adays [pace to his life : And therefore let their fury finiſh on her, what 
*©it had begun: T hat nothing of weakneſs ſhould proceed either from her 
* mouth or hands ; that they too well accorded with her heart; and that ir 
** would better pleaſe her to dye at the Caſtle Gate for her Husband, 
*then to live without him upon a Throne. | 

She made large promiles; ſhe found her ſelf alſo as well diſpoſed to 
make good whart ſhe prowiled ; and her Conſtancy being put to the Teſt, 
was found as great and vigorous as her words. | learned trom an Illuſtri- 
ous Perſon, and who hath narrowly looked into the affairs of that time , 

that 
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that ſhe was brought before the Caſtle ; and that they might there take the 
Husband by the fear and danger of the Wife , the ſame Propolitions were 
renewed to her,with the ſame Threats and Violencies. 

The Couragious Woman reduced to this Extremity; conſidered nothin 
bur the danger of her husband ; and had no fear, bur of his Aﬀection and 
Tendernels. She was not ignorant that all his weaknels lay on thar fide : 
and that there was no place lo ſtrong, which would not be hard for him to 
defend againſt her tears : She allo cryed out unto him, the better to fortifie 
this weak part: © That ſhe came not to per{ſwade him toa dangerous 


* Piety ; and to betray him by her Intreaties : That ſhe came rather to 


* make her Body ſerve him for a new Barricado againſt his Enemies. That 
*<if he loved her truly, and had a defire to {ave her, he ſhould love and pre- 
* ſerve what was of her in him; that on him depended her ſafery and 
© danger ; her good and bad Fortune : that out of him,ſhe could have nei- 
* ther life tor death; nothing to hope ar fear , that he ſhould take heed of 
* truſting Traytors, who aſlaulted his head by his heart: who would (of- 
_ Etenitto his overthrow, and raiſe a Compalsion in him,to gain his life at 
a cheaper rate: that he ſhould beware of liſtening to the ſuggeſtions of 
**a Timerous and Apprehenſive Love : that he ſhould rather give ear to 
"that Aﬀection'which ſpakero him by her mouth : that ic were loſt la- 
** bourto preſerve her, if he loſt himſelf : that it would beof no advan- 
_ tageto his Enemies to deſtroy her, if he were ſafe : that in deſpight of 
"them, and what death ſoever they ſhould make her ſuffer, ſhe ſhouldal- 
ways live moſt happy,as long as ſhe ſhould live in his remembrance. 
She pronounced theſe es with ſo Graceful a Confidence, and ſo 
Noble and Generous a Tone, as it clearly appeared, that at this inſtant her 
heart aſcended to her mouth to expres it ſelf by its own Language.This e- 
minent Vertue dazel'd the furious Souldiers, who environed her,and made 
theirWeapons fall out of their hands. The Duke was relieved by his frinds, 
who came thither from Xaintes, and Coignac : And the Capitulation being 
_ concluded between him and the Inhabitants,the Durchels, imparient to ſee 


him again, could not expectrill the Caſtle Gate was cleared , but com-- 


manded a Ladder whereby to enter at the window. Certainly after ſo Il- 
Iuſtrious and Glorious a Victory,it had been fit the Gate ſhquld have been 
thrown down before her , and that ſhe ſhould have entred the Caſtle in 
Triumph, and by a Breach. 
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The Maid of Orleans. 


a — 


MMTV 


Se? A D you known that this day was to be a day 
IRS of Miracle and Safety to France; and that you 
© {hould have aſſiſted at the moſt Heroick ation 

which hath been ever ſeen, ſince Steges and 

Battles have been in uſe ; you would be ſorry 
to have come too late : But here 1s yet enough to give you 
a right proſpect thereof. The adventure 1s wonderfull in all 
its Parts ; there 1s ſomething great and prodigious 1n all 1ts 
Circumſtances : And that which remains for us to ſee, ex- 
ceeds by much, whatever can be regularly imagined, and 
with any true reſemblance. 

You are no ſtrangers to this Country, and need not learn 
from me to know Orleans by her Steeples, and the circumfe- 
rence of her V Valls. Likewiſe you are not 1gnorant of the 
Conſtancy and Fidelity which this great City had ſhewed, 
when it was beſieged by the Enghſh, and reduced to the ex- 
rremity of hope. But that which you do not yet know, and 
what no man dares hope for, is, that in deſpite of the Englyþ, 
and in the very ſight of their Camp and V Vorks, Succours, 
fafety and liberty hapned to enter into this Place, under the 
Conduct ofa eMaide. Not only hope was not ſo bold as 


ro 


p 
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to advance ſo far; but even belief it ſelf, fortified by the 


ſight, hath much ado toreach unto tt. 

Yea # a Maide, even a Country Maide, and a Sheper- 
deſs, hath wrought this ſo little expected Miracle. The im- 
portance 1s, that this Country Maide is a Propheteſs; and 
that this yeſterdayes Sheperdeſs is to day the Generall of an 
Army, and will be to morrow a Conquereſs. The ſame God 
who looſned from the Mountain the little Stone wherewith 
the great Coloſſus was overturned, who drew from amidſt 
flocks of Sheep a youth victorious over Lions and Gyants, 
made choice of this Maide to force France out of the hands of 
ſtrangers, and ſent her to the King loaden with V Varlike 
Commands, and promiſes of Victory. 

The Kang, by the advice of his Counlell, after an exact 
and juridicall Inquifition intoſher life and words, furniſhed 
her with Arms and Troops, to chaſe away the Engliſh be- 
fore Orleans. She but now forced their Camp with two hun- 
dred Lances : and behold her already with Victory and 
ſafety at the Gates of the City. This firſt proſperous Action 
is an efficacious and famous juſtification of her Innocence; 
Itis a powerfull and victorions anſwer to falſe Rumonrs, and 
paſſionate Calumny : And ſuddenly the Coronation of the 
King followed by the torall defeat of the Enemy, will be a 
more ſolemn and authenticall proof of the authority of her 
Miſſion, and of the verity of her Propheſies. 

| could with that we had ſeen her in the heat of Fight 
handle her firſt Arms by Efforts of conſummated Valour. 
Bur if we are come too late to be ſpectators of this Valour, to 
behold the lightnings, and impetuoſity of this Heroick fire, 
which gave an action fo lively to her Arms, and ſo ſudden 
motions to her whole Body ; we may art leaft diſcern the 
light thereof upon her Face; and a remnant of heat which 
{till excites not with ſo much violence as before, but with 
more dignity and due proportion. Combat and Victory 
have lefta pleaſing mixture ofa ſcarlet dye upon her Cheeks, 
and on her Brow : and the ſpirits of boldneſs recetve a kind 
ot [weetneſs from thence, and a new Grace from the ſpirits 

of 
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of Joy, which were mingled with them. Nothing of the 
ayr of her Birth, nor of the manners of her Education 1s ſeen 
tn her. There 1s nothing even in her Countenance but ap- 
pears Noble and V Varlike : And this ſudden Metamor- 
phoſis which 1s made 1n her, from a Sheperdeſs into an Ama- 
z0n, hath ſomething, I know not what, which reſembles an 
Hllufion, and ſavors of a Prodigy and Fable. 

V Vould you ſay that the very thoughts of grazing, and 
the inclinations of a Sheperdeſs had ever entred into this 
head, which 1s ſo free and gracefull under an Helmet *7 
VVould you fay that the Sheep-hook had hitherto the 
charge and imployment of theſe hands which handle ſo vi- 

oroully, and with ſo much dexterity the Banner and 
Sword © V Vould you not fay that ſhe 1s born in a Maga- 
Zine of Arms, and that ſhe 1s trained up in a Camp © T hat 
ſhe is come to us from the Countrey of eAmazons © Thar 
ſhe is animated with the ſame Spirit which animated hereto- 
fore the Hipolita's, the Redogunas, and the ZLenobias © Be- 
ware of ſaying it. This were to praiſe her 1njurioufly, and 
to diſhonour her in handſome Termes : T his were to ſcan- 
dalize Innocence, and prophane a Perſon whom God hath 
particularly Conſecrated. 

The Spirit which poſlefleth her 1s another Spirit then that 
of the Zenobia's, and Rodoguna's : It comes farther off then 
the Countrey of Amazons : Itis of a much purer and higher 
Region. You have heerd ſome diſcourſe of that double Spi- 
rit which inſpired Debora with Truth and Valour,and equal- 
ly repleniſhed the two parts of her double Azmiſtery : Of 
this Jouble = which was a Spirit of Fire to David a Con- 
querour, and a Spirit of Light to David a Prophet. Iris the 
ſame Spirit which deſcended upon our Made ; which filled 
her with his Light and Heat; which gave her the ſcience of 
Predictions, and the vertue of Victories. 

The Sword which you ſee in her hand,makes me remem- 
ber that Meteor with two Faces, that famous and myſterious - 
Fire which an Angel-conducter carryed before the People 
of God. Like that Meteor, it 1s luminous, and ſtained with 
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Blood:like that Meteor,i it \ummons on the one ſide ſafety and 
liberty, and on the her ſide 1t threatens death and deſtructi- 
on. Nevertheleſs it hath not like that a light only for ſhew ; 
Its ſplendor is not preſaging : It were inconſiderable, if like 
Lightning, it wounded nothing but the ſight ; it ruines and 
deſtroyes Jike Thunder : And they lay alſo, that like Thun- 
der, it was drawn out of the boſome of the Earth. For this 
"7 if you know 1t not, 1 a fatal Sword, and reſuſcitated 
by Miracle : Ir belonged to another Age then this : And 
the «2M aide divinely inſpired, cauſed it to be taken out of an 
ancient Tomb, where 1t ited quietly with the Aſhes of its 
old Maſter. 536 8 had 1t felt the vertue of this glorious 
hand, but the agednels thereof fell off with its Ruſt. Ir hath 
Rp 4 T anew luſtre, which gives it a new force, and a ſe- 
cond life : and blkold i it already ſtained with ths Blood of 
ſtrangers, and throughly heated with this firſt proſperity. 
Two hundred Lanciers:march bravely, and in an hand- 
ſome order after this Maide. Had Fortune her ſelf,or Vio- 
ry led the Party, they could not have done more eallantly, 
nor given more terror to the Enemy. To behold the confi- 
dence and boldneſs of their looks : To behold this Noble 
and couragious joy, which appears on their Faces, and in all | 
their motions, you would not ſay that they ed to caſt 
themſelves into a beleagured City , but that they rather 
march to ſomeTr 1umph. The enemies ſtill affrighted by the 
mpetuoſity wherewith they paſſed along,retr eated dilorder- 
ly inco their Forts , conceiving that 1t would not be ſafe for 
chem to remain 1n er Tents. 

Nevertheleſs the number of thoſe that have no longer 
any need of Tents or V Vorks, is great enough. And appa- 
rently, if the landed Troops had given on at the ſame time 
upon all ſides, this dayes work had put an end to the Siege : 

 Andthis ſo ſtately Camp,which had been for ſeven moneths 

the Priſon of Orleans, would become at preſent the Sepulchre 
| ofa good part of England. But ſo great a work well deſerved 
co be ſhewn diſtinctly and at leiſure : And to the end this 


mpriſoned and deſpairing City might behold all che Valour 
of 
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of its Delivereſs, it was neceſſary that its Priſon ſhould not be 
broken but by track of time, and by parcels. 

This happy beginning 1s a certam preſage of a far more 
fortunate Ilue. And the Earl of Dunoz, whom you ſee un- 
der the Gate with Lahire and the other Commanders,is gone 
forth to congratwlate-with her aforchand. Peradventure 
you may have never ſeen the face of this young Prince : 
| You have never then beheld the greateſt Ornament of this 
Age, and the faireſt hape of Poſterity, TI ake time to obſerve 
him well; Behold his gracefull carriage, and the dignity of 
his whole Perſon; Behold thoſe Rayes of Majeſty, which 
have ſomething, 1 know not what, of Royal, and are dyed 
with the Purple of his Blood. Behold the Nobleneſs of 
Aſpect, and ayr of a V VYarriour,which demonſtrates his ex- 
tertour Courage, and his remarkable Valour, and acknow- 
ledge that he adds much to the name of Orleans, and worthi- 
ly ſupportsthe Greatneſs and Fortune thereof. It is hoped 
that his Vertues will not die with him : They will ſerve for 
other Ages, and under other Reigns : And all Predictions 
are falſe, and Phyſiognomy is deceitfull, or Princes ſhall be 
born from him, who will be Heroes by Race, and Valiant 
from Father to Son ; who will be one day the Honour of 
their Family, by rendring Honour to France. 


Qd i SONNET. 
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FE Atal to England , Fortunate to France ; 


Of thother Realm, whoſe Freedome 1 regain'd. 


| Tothoſe that caus dit, then my eArm that fought. 
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The PuczeLLz ſpeaks. 


Of thone 1 curbd the ſurly «Arrogance ; 
eAnd with my Lance the tott ring T hrone ſuſtain'd 


T he ſmoakie Ordures of the burning Pile 
(ould not my ſpotleſs Innocence defile ; 
eAnd my opprobrious Death more miſchief brought 


With Heart which did Heroickly aſpire, 

I under verdant Lairels kept entire 

ey Þodys flowr, and not unlike the Bee, 
Was rich m ( ourage, and in ( haſtatte. 


On th Engliſh Lions I did boldly preſs, 

eAnd chacd them oft, aV irgin Conquereſs , 

And gallantly defended with my Lance, 

The Flow r-de-Luce, which ( rowns our Kings of France. 
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$ 1S:TORY, which cauſcthiir ſelf ro be ſtiled true and exaR, 
ſcatters nothing almoſt in every place , bur far ferch'd Fall- 
WF BT [þ hoods, and Fables Magnificently ſer forth, and with Pomp. 

mL It only propoleth Pictures exceeding Natural Proportion, 
nothing bur(oloſſeſes, which ſeem ro be made only to aftright 
the belief of Readers, and weary their fight. There is nothing here of 
this Model or Stature : All pure and naked Truth, withour exaggeration ; 
and ornament is here more taking then theſe Fables, more magnihtent and 
Rarely then thele ( olofſeſes. Wo 

The Maid of Orleans is not the Work of an Inventive and Deluding 
Fancy. She is not. compoſed of the ſame Matter with thoſe Valiant Wo- 
men et forth in Romances, and by Poets. Her Vertue was Senſible and 
Subſtantial : She really effected in the Field all that others have done in 
Picture, and in the brain of their Inventors : Her Victories have not been 
like theirs which ſpake only by black'd Paper; arid ſpik Inke. The ſame 
Spirit which called from the Sheepfold the Conquerour of Gelia ; which 
chole a weak and unarmed Woman to defeat the Afſyrians broken into 
Judea, and totear its People our of the claws of Holifernes, took this Maid 
from amidſt the Flocks, and ſent her Fortified by his Vertue, to raiſe up 
ruined France, and to free it from. the bondage of Strangers, who would 
have diſhonoured that Kingdom, after they had pillagd ir. 8: 

He infuſed into her a Prophetick Spirir, and a Conquering Heart : He 
made a Deborah and Tudith of her : And heap'd together in her life all that 
in thetime of Miracles appeared-moſt rare and i!]uſtrious. Ir did not fut- 
fice him to give her Courage and Conduct : He ſent heran Angel who 
tid his hands on her, and this Impohition of hands was to her what the 
Ceremony of Inſtaulment is to new made Knights : He inſtructed her in 
all the Exercifes of War, and taught her more in a moment then Lahire and 
Pothon had learnt from Occurrences and Fortune. T he Engliſh alſo ſtood 
not before her : Their Fortune, which conceived it felf already Victori- 
ous, gave way to her Angel; and what forcible endeavours ſoever they 
uſed to hinder het entry into Orleans, ſhe cntred it in deſpite of them , and - 
deprived them of France by taking this City from them. 

After ſeveral Fights; wherein ſhe was ſtill Victorious , ſhe fell into the 
hands of her Enemies, who treated her as a Criminal both in point of Re- 
ligion and State, and made her undergo the puniſhmenc of Hereticks and 
Sorcerers.God was pleaſed thus to permit it, to the end ſhe might accom- 
pliſh all the Duties of a gallant Woman, and finiſh chart part of aperfect 
Heroefle, which ſhe had begun : That ſhe might overcome by her Parti- 
ence as ſhe had done by her Valour; And that the Engliſh might be no 
leſs defeated by her Death then by her Victories. Betides, this Wrous 
Injuſtice heightened their ſins, and drew upon them the wrath of God, 

| che 
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the Avenger of oppreſſed Innocence. The Spirit of the Maid, and her 
good Angel re-inkindled the War after her death. Ever ſince the Engliſh 
had them oa their backs, they were vanquiſhed by them in all Battels,and 
| beaten off in all Sieges. And in fine, to preſerve themſelves from thele ex- 
rerminating Spwits:, they 'were inforced w quit all that they adn; 
vaded. I ' i 


MORAL REFLECTION. © 


Here is 2 great difference between the Judgements of God, and thoſe 

of Men: And we lcefew places where this difference is more ex- 

preſſe, and better marked out, then in the Hiſtory of the Maid of 
Orleans. God drew her out of a Village, to inform us, that he makes no 
diſtin&ion either of places or names : that he eſteems not men for their 
Coars of Arms, and ancient Titles : that the blood of a Prince and a 
Shepherd, are of the ſame colour and matter : That a Sheep-hook in 
his fight, is of the ſame value as a Scepter : And that both high and low, 
as well as the Palme and Buſh, ſpring from the ſame Earth. He choſe 
her out of a weak Sex, becauſe he hath ever loved to overcome Prideby 
Weaknels: to throw down we with grains of Sand, to fell Giants 
with Reeds. He would maniteſt, that the weakeſt and leaſt Warhke 
hands are able to defend Scepters, and ſupport Thrones when he hath 
bleſſed them : that the ſafety of States depends upon his Providence, and. 
not in the hands of Armies, nor on the heads of their Miniſters. And 
to teach Conquerours, that Victories are gained more by his Favour then 
by their Forces , it was his good: pleaſure that a Shepherdefle, who had 
never handled but a Sheep-hook, ſhould give more thenten times chaſe to 
above ten thouſand Lances. In fine, God was pleaſed that a Maid, 
bred up in a Village, ſhould perform all the FunRions of Heroick Ver- 
rue : that ſhe ſhould undergo all the Trials, and obtain all the Crowns 
thereof. And thereby he hath caught us, that this ſublime Vertue is not 
always found in elevated Fortunes , nor ſtill lodged in Palaces : That 
no body is received by her for his own Condition : That no body is re- 
jected by reaſon of his Name or his Countenance : that ſhe only confi- 
ders the heart which hath its Sex apart, and Qualities differing from theſe 
of the Body: And that Women, who are more then Women by their 
Courage, can aſcend as high, and approach as neer to Vertue as Men. This 
Verity is important, and very uſeful ;. And the enſuing Queſtion, which I 
am going to defend,mulſt needs Inſtru&t, with Dele&ation and benefit, by 
way of Divertiſement. 


MORAL 
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MORAL OQVESTION. 
V Vhether V Vomen may pretend to Heroick Vertue. 


H E Heroes, of whom there is ſo much mention made in Hiſtory, 

were not of the Gyants Race : And their ſtrength reached not fo 

far as to root up Trees, and remove Mountains. Common people 
nevertheleſs, who can comprehend no other greatneſs then that which tires 
the fight; who know no other force then what begets noile and ruines, 
frame Coloſſeſes in their imaginations, when we ſpeak to them of thole * 
perſons who are called Extraordinary : And becauſe they hear that men 
elteem their ſtrength, and prize their valour, they believe in good earneſt 
that theſe perſons had Arms of Steel, and Legs of Braſs, and that with 
their Fiſts they did beat down the Walls of tuch Towns as they had a 
mind to take. _ 

I think it neceſſary to reform this imagination of the Vulgar, and to re- 
duce it to a more juſt proportion. Ir is not the heighth of Srature, nor the 
— of the Body which makes Heroes : Ir is the greatnels and elevati- 
on of the Soul : Iris the Courage and Reſolution of .che minde : And 
there may be very elevated Souls, and of the firſt Magnitude, in little Bo- 
dies ; a mind cxtreamly vigorous may be found in very infirm fleſh. On 


b 


that ſide then there is nothing which can diminiſh the right of Women, or 
hinder them from pretending to Heroick Vertue. 

| And finally, to render this right of Women more peripicuous, and to 
ſupportthe pretenſions of ſuch as ſhall have the courage to raiſe them- 
ſelves to that Pitch , It is to be ſuppoſed that Heroick Vertue, to defane it 
rightly, 1s bur an excellent Vertue, and elevated above common Vertues. 
This excellency ariſes to her, firſt from the Dignity and Eminency of her 
objec, which is Good, confidercd in the higheſt elevation it may have. Se- 
condly, it is derived to her, from the perfection of the Faculties by which 
ſhe acts : and theſe Faculties receive their pertetion from a ſpiritual and 
penetrating Fire, which inlightens and purifies the Intellectual part, which 
warms and tranſports the Appetitive. 1 hirdly, it arrives to her from the 
| Nobleneſs of her principal functions, which are to a& vigorouſly, and 
with reſolution, and to ſuffer couragiouſly, and with conſtancy. And be- 
cauſe Action, how vigorous and by 10 ſoever it be, eyen the moſt coura- 

ious and conſtant ſufferance, cannot atrain to this eminent and prime 
Good, bur by a certain tranſport of the Soul, which the Grecians call Enthu- 
fiaſme;chis Tranſporr is the fourthCaulſe,which producerh the Excellency of 


Heroick Vertue. 
Ler us ſay alſo, to leave nothing unſaid, that the moſt beauritull and ex- 


cellent form which Heroick Vertue gives to Love and Anger, is a fifth 


Cauſe, which addes to her a fifth degree of Excellency. I ſpeak here ac- 


cording tothe opinion of the Ancients,who beheved that Love and Anger 
. were 
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were the predominant Paſſions of Heroes : whether becaufe they are of a 
more l{ubtile and combuſtible matter, and that there enters more 1nteriour 
fire into their temper, then into that of other men : Whether becauſe theſe 
two [mpcrious and Soveraign Paſsions cannot be well purified bur by a 
more Soveraign and Imperious Vertue then themſelves, nor can receive 
elſewhere,and by an ordinary effort their laſt perte&tion,and the fair forms 
whercof they are capable. All theſe conditions contribute to the dignity 
of Heroick Vertue, and raile it to a ſuperiour Order, where common Ver- 
tes are not admitted, 

This Order neverthelels is ſeated in a place to which one may approach 
from all the conditions of life : All great Souls are equally ſummoned to 
*1t: On what (ide ſoever one alcends, Women may aſcend thither as well as 

Men. Firſt, the moſt Eminent and Soveraign gallantty, which is the pro- 
per object of Heroick Vertue, is not our of their fight, and.cannot be above 
their Pretenſions. Nature hath not aſsigned them an end beneath T hat : 
T here is no bound beyond which,they are exempted from cares, and aban- 
doned to their 6wnJenſe. There is no {pace wherein Good may not be to 
them more Good ; wherein Duty cealerh to oblige them; wherein Vertuc 
looles the rights ſhe hath over them. The Carcir of Honour is to Them as 
greatas to Us :. And in this Careir there is not one ſingle place which is 
not marked out, in which it may be permitted them to make a falle ſtep; 
to ſuffer themſelves to be overcome; to abandon Gallantry, to reject a 
Crown. Moreover they are called to perte&tion as well as we : And the 
Son of God, who proclaims to the Saints and Juſt, that they muſt not 
orow weary in ſanQifying themſelves; and that they ought every day to 

- adde ſome new Juſtre to their Righteouſneſs, hath not diſcharged Women 
| from this labour, nor marked them out bounds, beyond which they may 
be unjuſt, and far from Saints. Not only then this Eminent and Sove- 
raign Gallantry, at which Heroick Vertue aimeth,is not our of their reach, 
bur is within the limits of their right, and enters into their duties : And 
there may be occaſions found which will not leave them the freedome of 
adhering to an inferiour Good. Such Encounters and Enemies may come in 
the way, as will excite them even to the laſt degree of Vertue,or cauſe them 
to fall into Vice. | 
As for what concerns the perfection of the Intelleual, and Appciitive 
portion, Which is as it were the head and heart of Heroick Vertue : Ir is 
certain that theſe faculties are not different where there 1s diverſity of Sex. 

They have every whete the ſame matter,and are capable of the ſame forms. 
Thelights which delcend into mens minds, are nor purer, or of a higher 
Sphear then thole that deſcend into the Souls of Women : And from 
theſe equal lights, derived from the ſame ſpring, alike fire, and of the 
ſame force, may be kindled in the heart of them both. There are ſome men 
who have not ſo much as the firſt glimmerings of ſound judgement. You 
would [wear that they had been made out of the Lees and Dregs of Mat- 
ter : You would ſay that not one {ſingle ſpark of this Coeleſtiall Fire is en- 


cred into their Conſtitution : And their ſouls are lo burthened, the rinde 
| which 
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which incompaſleth them isſo obſcure and thick,as no light can penetrate 
them with on ſingle Ray of Truth, which can give them a beginning of 
any vertuous heats. On the contrary,there are lome Women who leem to 
be onely made out of the pure ExtraCtion of reftified matter. The ſuperiour 
portion of their ſouls is {o pure, and ſo lively reflects all the luminous im- 
preſsion it receives; the inbeices hath two ſo noble fires, and moves lo re- 
gularly, and with ſo meaſured and juſt a ſwiftnels, that it would notlavor 
of flattery to compare them tothole fair Compounds, which are formed of 
the Intelligences and Planets. It is not then the difference of Sex, which 
makes any difference inthe faculties of a foul : and ſince they have the 
lame perfection both in Man and Woman: fince both may be imbued 
with the lame light, and penetrated by the ſame hire ; let us deſcend freely - 
ſtep by ſtep to the conſequence to which this diſcourle leads us, and ler us 
agree, that Women may be diſpoſed by this light and fire, to the principal 
Functions of Heroick vertue. 

Hiſtory is as knowing and per{waſtve in this point as Philoſophy : and 
the Examples ſhe alledges are as juſt and formal demonſtrations, as thole 
which are framed according to the Rules of Logick. If it be ſhewed by 
thele Examples, that Women are capable of the moſt vigorous and illuſtri- 
ous Actions, it is conſequently, and of necelsity proved by the ſame Inſtan- 
ces, that they are alſo capable of an Heroick Tranſport of this Enthuſtaſme, 
without which we cannot paſs beyond the bounds which Moral Philo- 
ſophyhath preſcribed ro common Vertues, 

Iudith indeed muſt needs have been tranfported with this Enthuſraſme; 
when ſhe ran the hazard of her Life and Honour , when ſhe paſſed 
over Walls and Trenches ; when ſhe caſt her ſelf fingle and unarmed into 
the midſt of more then one hundred thouſand Combarants to redeem Tudea 
out of their hands, to take off their Generals Head by one blow of a 
Sword. | 

Suſanna muſt needs have been ſtimulated by the ſame Enthuſiaſme, when 
being ſollicited to her Diſhonour, by Pleaſure and Fear, ſhe couragioully 
' ejected them both, agd haſtened co her Duty through Iinfamies and 
Death , and a whole ſtorm of ſtones heaped up againſt her. There muſt 
needs have been much of this Tranſport and Enthuftaſme in the Mother of 
the Maccabecs, when ſhe expoſed her ſelf ro Hatchets, and burning Cha- 
drons : when ſhe marched over the skins , and bloody limbs of her flead 
and dilacerated children , when ſhe gave up her heart and entrals, her ſoul 
and ſpirit unto ſeven different Deaths, ro gain theeight, which was worthy 
the memory of the Maccabees, and ſutable to the Repucation of her 
Race, 

But-withour going ſo far from our Age, and Modern Hiſtory ; was there 
not a Tranſport in that Maid of Agria, who preparing her ſelfro fight upon 
a breach, by which the Turks endeavoured to bring fire and ſword into 
the boſom of her Country , when her Mother joyning in the ſame duty 
with a great ſtone upon her head, was born away by a Canon ſhot, appear- 
ed no waies ſurprized with this Accident, & quitted neither her reſolution 

Tn nor 
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nor poſt. Her heart did not ſo much as tremble at the blogd , which 
might have demoliſhed even the ſtrongeſt wall; and with mwachanging 
countenance ſhe took up this ſtone, ſtill warm with the blood and death 
of her Mother, and rolled it upon the heads of the firſt that entred the 
breach. 
Was there not an Enthuſiaſme in the ation which a young Woman of 
the ſame Town performed at the ſame Siege ? She fought compleatly arm- 
ed between her husband and mother : and when her husband after a long 
and obſtinate fight was killed by her fide, her mother adviſing her to with- 
draw, and render him her laſt dutzes: © God defend me , replyed ſhe, 
* from ſo unſeaſonable a piety. Now is the time to revenge his death and 
«not to deplore it : his Funeral may be well performed afterwards, if we 
© live; andif it be ordained for me to dye upon his body, mine will be a 
*© Tombe glorious enough for him ; and my blood mixt with his, will 
* do him more honour then my tears. Theſe couragious words were fo]- 
lowed by a far more glorious aftion. She threw away her own ſword , 
and took up that of her husbands; whether ſhe eſteemed it berter then 
her own, and moſt accuſtomed to overcome : or whether ſhe thought ir 
might have retained ſome remnant of his Valour and dexterity , which 
would fight with her, and bring her good fortune : And fortified by this 
imagination, ſhe caſt her ſelf fiercely , and with order upon thoſe enemies 
that were the fartheſt advanced ; She killed three with her own hand; 
made the reſt give back, and that done,ſhe retired with her husbands body, 
andthe ſatisfaction to have revenged his death, which was to her as juſt 
and manly a fatisfaction , as that which is ſought in a ſpruce and 
wa mourning in a ſorrow as Ambitious and Vain as the Ex- 
celle. D 
Beſides this Tranſport,which is a viſible and commendable exceſs of Va- 
lour and Conſtancy, there is another kinde of excels which Magnificence 
| ſeeks in its actions, & which allo appertain toHeroick vertue. And we muſt 
not forget to athrm by che way, that Women have gone as far , and raiſed 
themſelves as high as Men by this ſecond kinde gf Exceſs. One cannot 
ſpeak without vaſt rerms of the Egyptian Pyramides : And the abrevia- 
ted draughts which Antiquity hath lefr us of them, do even tire our ſight. 
Nevertheleſs, the higheſt and moſt ſtately of theſe Pyramides, were built 
by the boldneſs and Magnificence of Women. The Mauſoleum exhauſted 
the skill of all Architects, and of all the Scuſptors of Greece, and left nei- 
ther Marble nor precious ſtones in Afia : and this Monument was the in- 
vention and enterprize of a Woman. 
The pendent Gardens of Babylon, and thoſe Walls ſo famons for their 
matter and ſtructure, were the work of a Woman : And this ſelf. ſame 
erſon who was filled with nothing but vaſt thoughts, and unlimited 
_ deſigns, reſolving to have her Statue erected in a place where ſhe had gain- 
ed a battel,cauſed it to be made out of a wholeMountain cut out into a hu- 
mane Figure, and ſcared upon a Throne. And becauſe it would not have 
been decent to fee a Queen alone, ſhe commanded the Artift to diſpoſe the 
| outward 
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outward and ſuperfluous pieces of the Mountain with ſo much Art, as 
there might be wherewirh to make out of them half a dozen of Guards. 
Without diſ-interring ruiris, buried under ſo many Ages, there are in 
France ſumptuous proofs enough of the Heroick Magnificence of Wo- 
men. Bur being expoſed as they are to publick view, it is nor neceſla- 
ry to exhibite them in this Place, my Deſigne not being ro Write for Stran- 
gers of blinde men. | 

As for what concerns theſe two Soveraign and predominant Paſsions, 
which gre the-Nobleſt matter Heroick Vertue can employ, the Conſtancy 
and Force of Conjugal Love, even the Tranſport and laſt Perfe&tion 
thereof, will never be brought in Diſpute againſt Women by any man 
that hath entertained himſelf bur for one quarter of an hour in Hiſtory. 
| They are not leſs capable of making good uſe of anger, of purifying its 
fire by a more ſpiritual fire, of guiding it to the ſupream degree of Ho- 
nour, by an Heroick tranſport. And to conclude this point by a fingle 
Example, buta remarkable and crowned one; you will finde nothing 
bur Blood, Sallies, and a haſty and precipitate Impetuofity in all that is re- 
lated of thoſe Heroeſfſes whom we know, it compared to what Semi- 
ramts did in this kinde. OD» 

A Province which ſhe had newly conquered, having chaſed away her 
Lieutenants, and ſhaken off its yoke by a publick Revolt ; The news of 
it being brought to her at the inſtant her head was dreſsing, She did not 
preſently Proclaim that Ropes and Gibbetrs ſhould be prepared, as ſome 
Princes have done in like occaſions ; Burt without the leaſt raiſing of her 
voice, or uttering one tart Word , without making ſhew of any alteration 
or {urpriſal , ſhe took an oath that they ſhould never finiſh the dreſsing of 
her head, till ſhe had chaſtiſed theſe Rebels. This Oath taken with a tone 
of Rallery, and with a Majeſtical and graceful ſternneſs, ſhe commanded 
her Women to lock up her perfumes and jewels , ſent for her Arms, and 
gave out Orders for the marching of her Troops , Took horle with her | 
hair half pin'd up, and half diſcheveld : And ſhe not only begay, bur fi 
niſhed the War in this poſture. And if my memory fail me not, it was 
after the end of the War, ſhe cauled that vaſt and ftupendious Statue to 
be erected, which 1 formerly mentioned. Let us acknowledge, that.there 
was much of Magnaminity and Gallantry in this Tranſport. Let us con- 
feſs that this half-dreſ{d head , was upheld by a great heart, That there 
was not a ſtronger nor a more capable One: And that a Crown conld nor 
be found too great or too glorious for it. 

Hitherto I have taken Heroick Vertue by lights purely humane, and 
have ſcarce ſpoken of any other then That which harh been known to 
Philoſophers. Bur if the Queſtion be concerning an Heroick Vertue 
which is Chriſtian, and ſanctified by Grace ; which ban been illuminared 
by the Rayes of Teſus Chriſt, which hath been imbres by his blood, and 
penetrated by the Spirits thereof upon Mount Cal-very;which is called to that 
Divineand Soveraign Good, which is of a degree infinitely raiſed above all 
the goods of Nature, there can be no doubt but that Women may pre- 
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) 
trendto itas well as we; and that their Pretentions are as Lawtful ,” and 


grounded-upon as good Right as ours. Jeſus (rift bath given his Blood 
and Spirit in common. He+cals us in common to. the participation of 
his Croſs, and to Mount Cal-very. And itis particularly noted, that when 
he was there in Perſon, many women, & but one ſingle man aſcended thi- 
ther after him. 1 am unwilling to ſay that there was ſome Prelage in this, 
and char it prefigured what was to come ; I will only ſay, thatever fince 
they have been ſeen toaſcend thither in greater numbers , and with grea- 
ter ardour then we; and to throng more about the Crols, which, is the 
true Throne of Heroick Vertue. There have been Heroefles then,accor- 
ding to all forms, and in all the degrees of Heroick Vertue; in the de- 
oree of Patience, in the.degree of Magnificence, in the degree of Mag- 
nanimity, in thedegree of Courageand Valour : And without further 
inlarging our Reaſons, the Example I am going to produce, will be an 
_ univerſal and abbreviatiated proof rhereot. 


* 
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IENAMPLE. 
Jſabells Queen of Caſtle. 


 -—g—= He Deſign of the Monarchy of Spain is not of Plato's time, nor ac- 
T cording to the Model of his Republick.It is Modern,and even with- 
ia the Memory of our Fathers. Neverthelels the Author thereof 
15 not known lo generally ; And even at this day men Diſpute ir, as they 
would do about a half defaced piece of Antiquity. Some attribute this 
Enterpriſe to Ferdinand, who was a Politick, yet Timerous and Sedentary 
Prince, who managd not Aﬀairs, but with his Minde and Counſel; and 
acted all by the hands of his Captains and Lieucenants. Others on 
the contrary, will have it to be ſer a foot by Charls the Fift, that Fortunate 
and bold Workman, who was as good for the Field as for Councel ; who 
put his own hand to the Work, rogether, with his Fortune, who was both 
the Contriver and Undertaker of his Deſignes. But whatever may be al- 
ledged on either ſ1de, This lo vaſt and enormous Deligne , to ſpeak the 
truth, 15 neither of a Timerous Perſon, nor of a Conquerour : It is nei- 
cher of the llead of Ferdinand,nor of the Arm of Charls : it ſprings from 
the Wit and Courage of TJabella of (aftile. This fingle word ferves her 
for a great abbreviated Elogy : It is the abridgement of a long Hiſtory, 
and the fubject of many Volumes : And the Heroick Vertue of this great 
Queen cannot have a more magnificent ard ample proof , then a Stru- 
Eture which hath the extent of ewo Hemiſphears and comprehends as well 

Nacure ajready dilcovered, as that which 1s to be diſcovered. 
This fo great an Enterpriſe was of a far greater Soul, and aſiſted by all 
the 
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the eminent Vertues ; Such. as ingeniouſly Project, ſuch as conſult with 
Prudence; ſuch as execute with addrels, and luch as ad with force, la- 
boured therein conjoyntly with her. Nothing but Great and Heroick, was 
gblerved.in all the parts. of. her life : All her days were days of Labour, or 
preparativesto it : And before ſhearrived to the Age of overcoming by 
Action ſhe learnt to overcome by. Sufferance, Divine Providence having 
made choice of Her to manifeſtco thele laſt Ages, how far a great Vertue, 
alsiſted by efficacious Grace,may Advance, deprived her early both of Fa- 
cher and Mother, and placed her ſingle and without ſupport in the way of 
Vextue, as toon as ſhe could ſupport herlelft. It was no [mall advantage 
tq her to have been ſevercd lo ſoon from loftning Tendernefles, and cor- 
rupting Plealures. Ar leaſt ſhe reſembled thereby the Ancient Heroes, 
and to. ule the terms of that Age, There was lels of the Milk, then Mar- 
row of the Lion,in her nouriſhment. Her Childhood allo was Dilſci- 
plined, and became the fooner Active thereby. She was Serious and Dil- 
creet, Temperate and Severe, from the Age of Childiſh Toyes and Pa- 
ſtimes : And when other Maids play with Babbies, or are flattered by 
_ their Nurſes, Adverſity made her Warlike, and taught her ro vanquiſh 
FArmnRs i +; ;-: 

This Severe and Diſciplined Childhood, was followed by a Youth full 
of Storms.and Troubles': And God, who would not ſuffer her ro have 
other then grave Satisfactions, and ſolid Contentments , permitred that 
che firſt Roſes of her Marriage ſhould be overſpred with Thorns. She 
had made choice of Ferdinand Prince of Aragon, and King of Sicily, before 
Alphonfo King of Portugal,and (barles Duke of Guienne, brother to Lews the 
Eleventh : And this Choice, wherein Inclination was fortified by Intereſt, 
had been generally approved by all the high Degrees of this Kingdom. 
The King her Brother, who ought to be the firſt in purchaſing Honours 
to his Crown and Houle, ſingly oppoſed this general Approbation-, and 
blaſted the publick joy by the ſharpnels of a private Grudge. He [pred 
ſnares of all ſorts upon the ways of his Siſters Innocence : He uſed a 
great deal of Art to diſſolve the knot of her Marriage. He endeavoured 
to break it by violence : Bur this Tye not being to be broken or looſened, 
and his ſnares being too viſible, and too grolly laid to carch the prey 
which he purſued ; he turned his forces and anger upon the Places which 
belonged to the Patrimony of Tjabella : And if his malice had been 
more proſperous and better conducted ; it Defenders of the Right of 
Innocence had not riſen up, he would haverturned her naked out of the 
Kingdom. 

Bur God, who delights in defeating the Deſigns of Iniquity,and tyes up at 
his pleaſure the hands of Uſurpers, did not permirthar Injuſtice, rhough 
Powerfull, and aſsiſted by Authority , ſhould prevail againſt diſarmed 
Right, and forſaken Innocence. He was pleaſed to make uſe of Henry 
ro exerciſe 1/abella, as Nature makes uſe of Wind to faſten young Palms : 
as Artiſts imploy Fire and Iron to purifie Gold, and to give a kinde of 
Soveraignty with the Image of the Prince. And after that the Vertue 


of 
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of Tſabella made Warlike,and Fortified, Inſtruted and Beautifed by this 
exerciſe, had received the laſt form of Heroick Vertue, he ſent death 
which ſnatched che Crown from the (pireful and uſurping Brother , and 
placed ir upon the head of the Siſter, ordained to the glory of Spain, and to 
the diſcovery of the new World. 

It cannot be ſaid with what Deſigns ſhe aſcended the Throne ; 
wich whar Dexterity and Force , with what Purity of Intention , and 
Capacity of Minde ſhe ſer her hand to the Helm. Policy was never 
more able, nor more ſound , or better Deſigned ; Reaſon of State was 
never more extended, or powerfal : the Graces were never more vi- 
gorous, nor efficacious then in this Princeſs. She was the Domeſtick 
Oracle of Ferdinand, and the viſible Intelligence of his Councel, The Wiſe 
. and*Speculative of his Kingdom received from Her their pureſt Lights : 
They deliberated of nothing bur in her preſence, and by the clarity of her 
Minde. And ordinarily the uncertainty and doubts of Conſultation were 
not cleared but by her Councels, which diſ-intangled confuſed opinions ; 
which Fortified the Timerous and Irreſolute; which gave the being and 
conſiſtency to Aﬀairs. She held likewiſe the Place of che firſt Cauſe and 
principal Agent in the conduct of this great Engine : And the Hiſtory of 
Spain acknowledgeth that Ferdinand , I ſay, that able and wiſe Ferdinaxd, 
did a& nothing but bythe dire&tion, and as ſubaltern to 1/abella. 

Her firſt care was to rally the parts of the State, which the paſt troubles 
had diſ-joynted. Having rallyed them; ſhe uſed much Art to link them 
together. And her Art was ſo efficacious and ſucceſsful, as ſhe ſet them 
all in their former places, and rendred to every one their firſt Settlement 
and Natural Fun&tions. Scarce had ſhe reſtored Health and Repole to 
this great Body, but ſhe was neceſsirated to put her ſelf in Arms to defend 
it. Alphonſo King of Portugal invited by Diſguſted and Factious People,in- 
vaded-Caſtile with great Forces, and greater Pretences. Certainly the fare 
mult needs be great which was ſtirred by Domeſticks, and inkindled by 
Strangers. JJabella haſtened to the noiſe and ſmoke, and did not return till 
ſhe had quench ir with the blood of thoſe who had prepared either the 
Bair or Matter of it. 

Her Crown being ſetled, ſhe applied her thoughts ro the Expedients, 
how to 1nlarge it, and to adde new Flowers and Titles thereunto. And 
becaule there are no Conqueſts more Juſt, more Illuſtrious, nor more He- 
roick then thoſe which inlarge the bounds of the Church, and Religien, 
_ andgive new Subjects and Kingdoms to Teſus Chriſt, She undertook the 
deſtruction of the Empire of the Moors, who for ſo many Ages had been 

the Diſhonour, Scandal, and Yoke of Spain. Ir is true that this Enterpriſe 
was her Maſter-piece : She performed therein all thatan exact and expert 
Commander could have done with all his Wit and Underſtanding. She 
was alwaies preſent in the Field : ſhe aſiſted at the taking of principal Pla- 
ces: And after many years of Toyl and Agitation, ſhe cauſed that great 
Coloſſus to fall , which io many Ages and hands had raiſed, and returned 
with Granada added to her Crown, and the Title of Catholique, which ſhe 
acquired to her ſelf,and the Kings her Succeſlors. Not 
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Not content to raignina known World , and to overcome by the fun 
of Europe, ſhe defired ro vanquiſh and raign in another World, and under 
other Planers.For this end ſhe contribured with her Courage and Treaſure, 
to the reſolution and deligns of (olumba : She ſent her Fortune with him in 
queſt of a concealed Heaven, and of an unknown Nature. And if Europe 
at preſent be enriched with Gold, and precious Stones our of new Coun- 
tries : if the new found Lands be enlightened by the Faith and Religion ' 
of Europe, both Europe and the new Diſcovered lands ought 
to ferve as an Ornament and Luſtre to the Magnanimity of Couragious 
Iabella. 

/ T his Underſtanding and Magnanimity, were accompanied with an 
exact and ſevere,an incorruptible and Diſintereſled Juſtice. Whereupon 
I call ro minde that being ſollicited to pardon a Criminal of quality , who 
offered a very conſiderable ſumm for the maintainance of ſome Troops 
which marched againſt the Moors , She made theſe Solliciters tully under- 
ſtand, that ſhe was not raiſed to the Throne to make Trafhck of Favours 
and Pardons, and to let Impunity and Crimes to ſale. And to the end there 
might not ſeem to be any thing of Intereſt in her Integrity,orthar ſhe aim- 
edar the Confilcation ofthe Criminals Eſtate, ſhe gave it all entire to his 
Children, and would not ſuffer their Succeſhon to be inthe leaſt meaſure 
diminiſhed by ir. 

So far was ſhe from grating upon Crimes and Penalties ; ſo far was ſhe 
from laying up in her Coffers the price of blood, and the revenue of tears ; 
that this good Princeſs took no greater pleaſure then in giving with liber- 
all hands ; then in making men rich and happy. She mealured the felici- 
ties of her Kingdome by the extent of her good deeds : She counted her 
Revenues by the gratifications which iſſued forth' of her Exchequer, and 
her chief ſtock, her moſt dear and prgcious Trealure,confiſted in the hearts 
and affections of her people. Never were any liberalities more natural nor 
leſs reſtraind, more obliging, or better difpoſed then hers. Never did Mag- 
nificence a more gallantly, nor after a more Heroick manner,rhen in her 
hands : it was never more univerſal, nor extended to more uſes, nor to a 
larger compals. 

Her Protuſions did not flide away in unprofitable & tranſitory Pomps: 
They were not like Torrents which are onely for ſhew, and lait bur a day. 
They reſembled Rivers, which are fertile and durable : they afforded ſtale 
and ſolid riches, and brought happineſs to Nations, and plenty to Ages : 
And to fay nothing of thoſe which remained in Spain, where they are til] 
looked upon with aſtoniſhment : The great Bible of Alcala , which hath 
been ſo long the moſt ample and rich ſpectacle of learned men ; the moſt 
profitable and ſtately Ornament of our Libraries, is no lels the work of 
Iſabella, then of Cardinal Ximenes her Councellor. This Eminent Princeſs 
firſt advanced this great enterprize ; and furniſhed of her own ſtack to 
thoſe preparations which were requilite, long before the Work was be- 
gunne. 


But as there hath never been ſo bold an Undertaker,who hath not had 
more 
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more bold Succeflors then himſelf; and beſides, as the ſame Time which 
ruins on the one ſide the works of art;doth perfect them on the other;ſo the 
Bible of Ximines having raigned near upon threeſcore year,and held the firſt 
ranek in Libraries, was depoſed of its place by the Royal Bible , which 
Philip the ſecond cauſed to be printed at Antwerp: And very newly the Roy- 
all happened to be degraded by that which Monſieur Le Jay after the la- 
bour of thirty years hath publiſhed with the generall Applaule of all the 
learned. 
_ Iris true allo, that this enterprize was not the undertaking of a particu- 
lar Perſon, and of a mean Fortune : It was of a Monarch, nay,of a ſump- 
tuous Monarch,and addicted to Noble expences : It was of a Soveraign 
and Magnihcent Fortune. And if this great Body of ſeven Languages re- 
mains not to be ſhewn all intire to Poſterity , 1 know not whether the 
molt credulous Poſterity will ever believe that a ſingle private Perſon of 
this Kingdom, alsiſted onely by his Revenue and Generoſity, hath affe&ted 
more then a King of Spain with all his Mountains of Silver, and Springs 
of Cold, with all his Mines and Indies. 

But great Souls, not great Eſtares, are the things which perform great 
Actions. It was requilite that the Regency of Anne of Auſtria ſhould have 
this advantage above the Raign of IJabella, and Philip her Predeceſſor : Ir 
was neceſfary that a moderare Fortune ſhould give Emulation and In- 
ſtruction to all the great Fortunes of Europe; and that Princes and 
their Miniſters ſhould learn from a Private Perſon , to be Chri- 
fthanly Magnificent, with the -Benedi&tion of God and Men. 

I/zbeila was not onely Wiſe and Couragious, Magnanimous, Juſt, and 
Magnificent : But her Publick and Active Vertues were accompanied 
with other Domeſtick and Peaceable Ones, which were not the leſs vigo- 
rous for making the le(s noiſe; and had not the leſs merit in being leſs 
Regarded. I ſer down her Devotion inthis Lift, which had been remark- 
able in a Religious Woman: her modeſtie and Civility, which favoured no- 
thing of the heighc of her quality : her Patience, which might have made 
_ a Heroeſs in a private Fortune. | 

Her Court was a School of Piety; Purity, and Modeſty for the Maids 
of Honour which were Educated near her Perſon. She was an Academy 
of Spirit, and Honour for Cavaliers: And from this Academy came that 
famous Gonzales of Cordua,co whom Spain, ſo liberal in Titles and Elogies, 
gave the name of Great Captain , as a reward for driving the Fortune of 
France out of the Kingdom of Naples. Befides, her Vertue was not one 
of thoſe Stage Vertues which act not handlomly but before the World, 
and in the eyes of men. 

It was not one of thoſe Mercenary and Intereſled Vertues, which ſerve 
not but upon good Terms, and for great Wages and Phwn* : It was like- 
wile fincere, and acted as foveraignly, and with as much order in Private, 
as inthe eyes of the Publick. It was likewiſe ſteddy, as well during a ſtorm 
as ina calm, and had not a different Countenance and Heart in Affliction, 
chen in Prolperity. 


fs 
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It hath been known by the report of het Attendants, that in all her 
Child-beds the pain of Delivery, which is the Natural Torture of their 
Sex, . did never "Ang a word of Complaint from her mouth : Marvel- 
[ous was the Moderation which made her ſuffer with the death of her Son, 
the death of her Name, and the Exrtirpation of her Race : And certainly 
ſince there is no Tree which doth not bend and complain when a Branch 
15rom off. from x by a Tempeſt; though ir be a wilde Tree ; though the 
Branch which isaken off be half rotten : How much courage were ne- 
cellary fora Mother, notto be caſt down by the blow which deprived 
herot ſuch a'Son ; which tore from her ſo noble a ſhoor, and of 1o great 
hope : A-ſhoot which was to have exrended it ſelf ro new Worlds, and a 
new Nature. She was ſo far from being dejeted by this Accident; that it 
ſearce gave her the leaſt diſquiet: The gallant Woman prevailed in her 
minde abovethe good Mother : And the news of this deplorable death 
being brought her in the Eve of her Daughter 7/abella's Marriage with Em- 
nianuel King of Portypal-, ſhe knew fo well how to ſeal up her heart, She 
ſo handſomly fitted her Countenanice to an Aion, for which ſo great Pre- 
parations were made, that not a ſigh eſcaped out of her Heart, nor a Tear 
fell from her Eyes, which might cloud the Serenity of the Feaſt. 
Her Conſtancy appeared no leſs by bearing with the publick Extrava- 
ancies of the Princeſs Iane her Daughter , who was fick of the Love of 
her Husband Philip. His, truly was a Lawful Love, and had received the 
Benediction of the Church : Not only Baſtard Loves are thoſe which 
appear Monſtrous : but even Lawfull Ones, which are Enormous and Ir- 
regular, have ſcarce a better Aſpe& : And the Fires which the Chutch 
hath bleſſed, if they be not entertained with Moderation, may no leſs of- 
fend the head and dazle with their ſmoak then the other. The Love of 
Tane was one of theſe Lawful diſordered Loves : It was one of theſe ho- 
neſt fires which heat too much and dazle with their ſmoak. And furely 
ſhe muſt needs have been much dazled, when fhe reſolved to lmbark her 
ſelf in the moſt bitter Seafon of the year, and to expole her life, her great 
belly, and the hope of ſo many Kingdoms, to the TY the Ocean, 
that ſhe might meer with her Husdand, who was retifed into Flanders. 
Bur Fonſeca Biſhop of Burges,and Tobn of (ordua, Governour of Medina, ha- 
ving hindred her Imbarking, neither Intreaties nor Reaſons could prevaif 
to bring her back to her Lodging : She remained whole days and nights 
without Food or Sleep, expoſedto the Air and all thetnjuries thereof: And 
aſſuredly ſhe would have died on the ground, it the Queeen her Mother 
had not brought her in all haſte a Licence to commit her ſelf to the perf 
of the Sea; Nevertheleſs ſhe eſcaped the Sea and Tempeſtuous Seaſon : 
But Jealouſie eſcaped with her, and followed her tato Flanders, where ſhe 
renewed her Wounds and former Mahladies of Spam, adding a kinde of 
Tragical Action to her Extravagancy. To ſay no more, there was a touch 
of both in the Treatment uſed towards one of her Women, of whom 
Philip was enamoured : She torecher Face with Scourges, as if ſhe meant 


to puniſh the eyes of Philip upon the Face - loved : ſhe made her ear to- 
oY : te 
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be cut off to the root, as if thereby ſhe had cut aſunder the tyes which held 
the Heart of Philip. And the News of this Extravagancy , being carried 
into Spain, Iſabella needed. little leſs Courage to overcome her Affliction 
then to vanquiſh the Moors, 

The laſt Victorics of Tſabella were. peaceable Conqueſts, and without 
Tumult: Yetif we conſider them with eyes cleared from the duſt raiſed by 
the Tumult: If we remember that the ſame Alexander,who had vanquiſhed 
ſo many Barbarous Nations, was defeated by the death of his Favourite ; 
And that this Auguſtus who had reſiſted the Forces of the Eaſt, was ruined 
by the bad Reputation of his Daughters , We ſha} finde that; 1/abelia alone 
without Arms, overcame more powerfully then Alexander and Auguitus 
have done with all cheir Armies. Concerning her Death,it was Magnani- 
mous, and an{werable to the Courage of Heroes. It came to herby a ſe- 
cret Ulcer, which the toyl and agitation of Riding had cauſed. in'the War 
of Granada, Her Courage occaſion'd this Dileale, her Modeſty entex- 
tains it. and having reſolved never to expolc it either to the hands or eyes 


of Phyſicians, ſhe dicd ar beſt of her own Vertuc and Victory. 
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ESSE not aſtoniſhed to behold ruines flaming upon 
ET the water : to behold a ſhipwrack ſuffered 1n 
ES, the very Haven, and without a Tempeft. The 
Accident is ſtrange , and not to be paralleld ;- 
and I know not whether the Sea, which is the 
Theatre of great Adventures, which is the Element of Mon- 
ſters and Prodigies, hath ever brought forth a greater 

V Vonder. = | 
This Coalt is the Eaſtern part of the Ifle of Cyprus. The 
Turks, ſpectators of this devouring Fire;belong to the Army 
which came newly from the Sacking of N{icoſea : And. 
theſe flaming Gallies were appointed by eMwuſlaphato bring 
co Seltm the news and teſtimony of his Victory. But For- 
tune deriding his vanity, ſuppreſſed this News, and detained 
his Deputies. A generous Captive , more worthy of a 
Crown then a Chain, not being able to ſubmit to the infa- 
mous ſlavery which was prepared for her in the Seragho, fired 
the Powderin one of the Gallies ; and the fire diſperſing it 
felf from this Gally to all the reſt, fet the Captive at liberty, 
and revenged the injury done her Country , both pillaged 
and made a ſlave to Infidels, [ 
Sf 2 This 


14.0 T he Gallery of Heroick Women. 


This Reſolution required a moſt Heroick Soul,and of the 
firſt Order : And there needed a daring and inventive Cou- 
rage, without Arms, and by oneſingle Act to defeat a whole 
triumphant Army : to take away the fruit and ſenſe of Vi- 
ctory, even 1n the fruition of Conquerours, and not to leave 
ſo much as a mark, or news of their truumph unconſumed. It 
15 wonderfull that ſo high a deſign,and which might have ſa- 
tiated the Souls of four Conquerours, could enter into the 
Heart of a Captive Maid. But the wonder is yet greater, 
that from the Soul of this Captive there iſſued forth ſuch a 
Hame, as made the Sea appear all on fire, which burned the 
goods and inhabitants of a taken City, which conſumed the 
mourning of an abfolute Conquered People, and the joy of 
_ a whole Victorious Nation. - 

If we had arrived but one moment ſooner, we ſhould have 
beheld the firſt light of this lame. V Ve ſhould have ſeen it 
ſally forth all pure out of this great Soul, which could not be 
taken with {coſta ; which remained victorious even amidſt 
ruined Towers, and forced VValls; which hath preſerved 
liberty amongſt ſo many Chains and Guards. But if this 


Hame appear no more, we ſee at leaſt its effects; And Poſte- 


rity will ſee them alſo after us. V Ve behold a City which 
revengeth the violence of men by the violence of fire ; which 
1s burnt upon the Sea after it had been pillaged on the Land. 
Ve behold a vindicative and ofticious death,a death which 
punitheth Pirates, and difinchaineth Captives. 

Theſe flaming Cheſts were filled with the Treaſures of 
many Races. I he Parſimony of covetous Men, and the 
Exceſs of the Magnificent were laid up in theſe Packs of 
Merchandiſe, which you ſee thus ſmoaking : And Captive 
Nora in theſe Gallies, with her Daughters, was to be unto 
Selim and the Sultaneſſes a precious Enſign of eMuſtapha's 
Victory. Bur there 1s now nothing remaining, ſaving the 
Aſhes and Smoak of this ſad countenance of Rapine : And 
Auſtopha looſeth with it the marks of his Victory , and the 
Entigns of his Trumph. The Flame devours the Preſents 
which were deſigned tor Selim, and the waves ſwallow up 
what was provided to adorn the Sultaneſſes. You 
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You would ſay that theſe two Elements, otherwiſe ſo in- 


compatible, agree in the diviſion of the prey which is fallen 


tothem. The Fire hath for its ſhare all char is light, and 
ſwims above water; and all that is heavy and ſlides to the 
bottome, belongs to the waves. Many Loads of curious 
and rich {tuft equally periſhed there, and make a common 
ſmoak. Thoſe pieces of Purple, and Cloth of Gold, are be- 
come as þlack as the Cordages and Sayles : And the Aſhes 
of thoſe excellent pieces of Ebony and Ivory, are coloured 
like the conſumed Maſts, and the burnt Oars. But neither 
the burnt Oars, nor the conſumed Maſts, nor the bulks of 
five Gallies,ail on fire,afford not ſo I ragick a ſpectacle as the 
unhappy People, who ſuffer two deaths at once, and are 
drowned at the very inſtant they are burnt. 


The Fortune of the Victorious 1s equall to the Fortune of 


the Vanquiſhed : And the ſelf-ſame flame melted the 
Chains of the Caprives, and the VVeapons of their Guards, 
Some carryed up into the ayre by the firſt violence of the 
Fire, had not ataſte of their Liberty, nor ſo much as ſaw the 
Death which freed them. Others leſs ſuddenly affaulted, 
caſt themſelves into the Sea, and extinguiſhed their life , 
thinking to extinguiſh the Fire, which had as yet but ſeiſed 
on their Garments. Thoſe were not more happy who truſt- 
ed to ſevered Planks, and floating Oars. Peopleare not thus 
preſerved from a {hipwrack which the VVinds and Rocks 
have not cauſed. T he devouring Fire followed them ; and 
what ought to have been a Plank of ſafety, proves to them a 
floating Pile ; and brings nothing to Land but their Athes : 
Certainly it is a lamentable ſpectacle to behold ſo ſtrange and 
new aſport of Fortune; to behold burning VVaves and 
foaming Flames : To behold unhappy wretches who are 
drowned in Fire, and burnt in VVarer, who approach to 
Death through two contrary Elements, who fall at once into 
two oppolite extreams. 

I perceive that you are troubled about the Couragious 
Captive, who ſaved her ſelf by this Fire. You could with 
that it were 1n your power to finiſh her dehverance, and to 

\ pluck 


G. 
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pluck her out of the hands of Death, as ſhe forced her way 
out of bondage and ſhame. [In vain do your eyes ſeek her in 
this confuſion of variouſly ſhaped and coloured Deaths. The 
fire begins 1ts effects by her : and as if it had a mind to fire 
her all entire, it left nothing but her Soul and Reputation, 
which are no longer in a condition to be either inflamed, or 
ſtained. So chaſte and generous a Beauty ought not to be 
disfigured, or to dye by parcels : and it was not only ne- 
ceſlary to prelerve the Honour and Purity of her Body , but 
even the Comelineſs thereof : It was requiſite to conſerve 
even the Grace and Dignity of her Countenance : and her 
Death ought to be at leaft gracefull and glorious. Let us 
ſpeak more juſtly, ſhe muſt not dye : ſhe muſt only diſap- 
pear, like thoſe Heroes who were carryed away all entire : 
And nothing ought to remain of her but a name of good 
odour, anda moſt Illuſtrious Memory. 

Ac preſent her Soul diſcharged of the burthen of Matter, 
and freed from the Chains of Fortune, enjoys in repoſe the 
fruit of the Tempeſt which ſhe newly raiſed, and offers to 
the God of the Chriſtians a Sacrifice of four Turkiſh Gallies, 
and of more then four hundred Innocent Souls which ſhe 
redeemed from Slavery, and ſaved from Apoſtacy. All 
theſe beautifull Souls, glorious by their Liberty and Inno- 
cence, aſcend with the fire and ſmoak of this great Holocauſt, 
Doubt not but in aſcending they applaud their Deliverels ; 
and look down with joy upon their broken Fetters, and the 
pieces of their burnt Priſons which float upon the waves 
with the bodies of their Guards. 

Meanwhile A{u/tapha overcome 1n his turn, beholds from 
the ſhore the ſpoyl of his Victory and Gallies. He knew not 
as yet upon whom to lay the blame : And before hand, out 
of deſpite he bites his lips, & blaſphemes againſt the Alchoron, 
and his falſe Prophet. The confuſion appears barbarous, - 
_ andſtained with blood in his eyes : And the diſorder of his 
mind augments the fierceneſs of his Action , and the cruelty 
of his Looks. If he were not ſo far oft, you might hear the re- 
_ proaches he vents forth againſt Heaven, for permitting the 


fire 
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fire to ſeize upon his Fortune ; and ſuffering the Enſigns of 
his Valour, and the ſubject of his Triumph to be burnr. The 
Captains and Souldigrs which accampany him, are in no leſs 
diſorder, nor leſs furious then himſelt : And cheir deſpair 1s 
no leſs, to ſee the treaſure of their Souls, and the recompence 


The People of the neighbouring I owns, and the Parents 


PO” 1 


ters : Tears alſo of compaſſion and ſorrow flow from them 
for their Joſs : And the one mingled with the other; make 


you would ſay, that on the ſhore they expect to receive, with 
the Aſhes of their Daughters, their unſtained Memory, and 


their moſt pure and.glorious Souls. 


A, 


SONNET. 
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Upon theſe flaming Piles with billows toft, 
Nicoſia ſaves ber r ſelf by being bt 


eA brave revenoms fre, which in the eM ain 
Blows up thu 1h lg et, conſumes ber T braldomis o_ 


7 be boylng Flames, and the inflaned waves, 
Of Slave and Lord, become the common graves : 
eA world of various treaſures, and of fair 


Reich movables, are turnd to ſmoke and ayr. 


In this tunultuous beat of waves and fres, 
Eudox1a flies to the ( eleftial Quires , 


And m repoſe enjoys, with juſt renown, H 
T be flame that melts her (hains, and makes her Pi 


By nobler eA# no Hero ever flew 


eAbove the Stars, no nd the gallant Tew, 
I bo with an «Arm , whoſe vigour much out -vy'q 
A Pullars ftrength, flew thouſands when he dyd. 
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3 His Picture repreſents a generous Captive who burnt her 
chain which ſhe could not break; and took revenge for 
fS the pillaging of her miſerable Country,by firing the Booty 
<0 YTS with the Pirats which were carrying 1t away. Within the 
TOTES memory of our Fathers, the lols of (yprus began by the ca- 
king of Nicoſea : And God permitted it to advertiſe Chriſtian Princes that 
they ought to ſtand upon theig:Guards, and to miſtruſt any Peace made 
with the Common Enemy. It is a wild Beaſt , which ſeems ſometimes 
to be glutted, and ſometimes to be Jul d aſleep, but is never tamed in good 
earneſt. His very Freindſhips are deceittull and dangerous : And even 
his Kindneſses leave behind the print of his claws : And when all other 
Pretences fail him , his Greedinels is his Common Right, and the General 
Wrong of his Neighbours. 1 his City which was ſo rich, ſo ancient and 
renowned:; which contained more then Sixty Thouſand Inhabirants and 
no leſs ſtately by an immemorial Magnificence, became a Prey to Muſtapha 
and his Army. And that Greatneſs which ſo many Ages and Generations 
had raiſed , being ruined and cut in peices in one Day, fatiated with 
its Spoyl and Blood , the Avarice and Cruelty which ſhared there- 


in. 


After that the fury of the Barbarians was extinguiſhed by the Ruines it 
" had made, the Baſha cauſed the Booty to be brought before him till 
moiſt and dropping with the Blood of the Dead, and Tears of the Living 
which were more to be pittyed thei the Dead. He culled our of theſe 
ſad Remnants all that was precious. He cauſed all the rare and entire 
Booties either taken in the Town or in the deſolate Country , to be put 
into four great Veſſels, and ſent them to Selim , as the molt glorious and 
certain Dilþatches he could receive of his Victory. Theſe unhappy In- 
nocents did imbarque with fears, and were with tears carryed from the 
{ight of their Mothers, who knew not what Wiſhes ro make for theſe un- 
fortunate Creatures, who ought equally to fear both a Calm and Tem peſt: 
who could not arrive but to an infamous ſervitude by a proſperous Wind, 
who could gain nothing but a deplorable Death by Shipwrack, 

The Signal of puttingto Sea was given,and the Veſſels were already un- 
der Sayl; when the faireſt and moſt couragious ofthis miſerable Troop, 
reflecting on her Liberty, her Honor, and her captive and halt-burnr 
Country, left in the Reer, and ſeeing nothing before her but Bondage , 
| Infamy and g diſhoneſt Priſon , to which ſhe was carryed by the wind ; 
after a thouſand Maledictions breathed forth both againſt Fortune who 
had unhappily preſerved her from the fire and ruings of her Houle : and 
againſt her Sex which had rendred her unworthy of an honorable Death: 
K came into her mind , that the Genius of her Conntry required 
Fr fome 
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ſome action from her which might make more noylc then her Fall had 
done. | | 

As this Mayd was wholy taken up with this thought, ſhe perceived a 
Soldier entring into the Magazine of Powder, ſhe went in readily after 
him : and having found fire ready at hand , alsiſted by her good Angel 
( as One may believe ) and inſpired by God, jealous of the honor of 
Virgins, ſhe took hold of this fire, and caſt ic intoa barrel of Powder 
which was ready to receive it. . The Effect was ſudden. At the very In- 
ſtant theflame dilperſeth ir ſelf with an incredible noyſe through the 
whole Gally, and trom thence (pred it ſelf amongſtthe other three which 
drew neer to alsiſt it. The Couragious Virgin being firſt carryed away, 
had not the leiſure to be ſenſible of her Liberty and Victory. Bur doubr- 
leſs her fair ſoul iſſuing forth of her body, ſtayd at leaſt ſome time ro 
have the fruition of them both : And her firſt Joy was to behold theſe 
devouring and ſtately flames , which revenged the lacking of Nicofia 
upon the Victorious ; and burnt with the priſon and bondage of her 
Companions the Serazlio and voluptuous preſent which Myſtapba had em. 
barked for Selim. 


—P x x 


MORAL REFLECTION. 


Hat I have ſaid in Verſe, is true; and | can fay it alſo in Proſe. 
 Theſtrong Hebrew who threw down a Pallace, and over- 
whelmed a whole multitude at his Death, did no more then this 
Mayd. If ſhe had not ſo much ſtrength in her Armes , ſhe had peradven- 
ture more in her Heart and Mind.Atleaſt ſhe overcame Love and Pleaſure, 
which vanquiſhed Sampſon. And the Captives death which was no leſs 
then hers, a bloody Victory without Combat, hath manifeſted in theſe 
latter Times , that Vertue becomes nor decrepid with Years ; that it 
is now the very ſame it was in the Time of Heroes; and that the 
alteration we obſerve therein , proceeds from its Subjedts, and not from 
its vigor and ſtrength. 

Bur this chaſte and victorious Mayd ſpeaks cheifly to thoſe that pre- 
tend to Chiſtity , and are jealous of the flower and glory of their Sex. 
She teacherh them , that perfe& Chaſtity hath her Enthuſialmes and 
Raptures ; that ſhe cannot endure to be tyed, how rich ſoever her chains 
may be : that Fortune hath no Mountains of Gold , nor Rivers of Silver 
which ſhe doth not pals over : that Ambition cannot build her ſo ecleva- 
red a Pallace from which ſhe doth not precipitate her ſelf : that Exceſs 
and Voluptuouſneſs cannot tye her with ſo ſweet chains which ſhe doth 
not break : that even Death it ſelf cannot preſent to her,Ohſtacles which 
ſhe doth not overcome. , 

It would bea grege Shame to a Woman who ſhould profeſs Chaſtity, 
tobe faftned to a Trifle : if ſhe could not break a ſilken thred : if ſhe 


dare not oppoſe her ſelf ro a few Thorns. And 1 know not how ſhe would 
dilpoſe 


o 
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diſpoſe of herHonor,if to conſerve It,ſhe were neceſitated to ſet fire on her 
houſe,to leap down into a Precipice,to expole her ſelf to Swords & Wheels. 
Tender Women and ſuch as Love their eaſe, will make anſwer to this, 
that theſe Raprures belong not to the Vertue of their Sex; And that Chaſtity 


is not reduced to ſo great necelsity as Deſpair muſt defend ir. The ſubſe- 


quent Queſtion will ſhew what weight this Anſwer carries, and whether 
Chriſtian Philoſophy be on her ſide. 


— 


MORAL QVESTION: 


V / hether an Heroick Tranſport be neceſſary to the Perfettion of 
a Womans ( haſtity. x 


He queſtion doth ſuppoſe a Tranſport to be Eſſential ro Heroick 
Vertue : And that there is an Enthuftaſfme which forms Heroes as 
well, as there is one which makes Poets: This Tranſport to define 

it diſtin&tly, and to give an Expreſs, and pure Notion of it, is an extraor- 
dinary Effort by which the Soul is violently __ ro Objects , which 
tranſcends the common reach of Mefi. And becaule our forces be not pro- 
portionable to thoſe high Objects ; and that the beſt difpoled, and moſt 
able amongſt us, can hardly advance much further without being born 
up ; it hath been always believed, that there neceſlarily entred into theſe 
extraordinary Efforts ſomething, 1 know not what , Divine, which tranl\- 
ported Nature, and of this I know not what, whether it be a Spirit or 
Divine Fire , the word Enthuſiaſme is compoſed , which the Grecians 
have expreſly formed for theſe Tranſporrs. | 
Here nevertheleſs we muſt call to minde that Enthuſiaſm's and Tranf- 
ports are divers , and of a different Species according to the different Fa- 
culties which are Tranſported, and according to the different Objects to 
which they are Tranſported. If the Rapture comes only from the Intel- 
leftualand Imaginary part which is Subaltern, it tends ro luminous and 
elevated Ideas, ro Noble and Specions Fantomes and [maginations : lr is 
efteted by glorious Viſions, and by bold and magnificent Exprefsions : 
And this Enthufiaſme 15 properly That which Ignorant and Prophane Men 
ftile the folly of Pocts. Burf the Rapture be from the whole Perſon ; 
if the Intellectual part cartyes away the Appetitive, if the Soul Tranſports 
the Body; and if by a joynt effort they all tend either to the Divine or 
Soveraign Good, or to that eminent Honour which is in this life the laſt 
point of conſummated Vertue this general Tranſport, being a Tranſporr 
of Action, is the ſame Entbuſiaſme which they attribute ro Heroes , and 
which Philoſophers ſeek in Heroick Vertue. 
| | Tt 2 And 
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nd ſurely it is abſolutely neceſſary coit , whether by reaſon of the 
keight and difficulty of its Object, whereto we arrive not by ridding 
way, and numbring our ſteps, or by reaſon of the Thornes and Obſtacles 
which Inviron it. And to raiſe ones [elf abovethele Thornes , to ſur- 
mount theſe Obſtacles, ir were almoſt requiſ! te to have a winged Heart : 
One ought to have at leaſt a Soul to carry it as [wiftly, and as high as 
wings could do. Jt is not likewiſe doubted for thele reaſons, bur that a 
Tranſport 1s neceſlary to Heroick Vertues ; yet there 1s much ground to 
doubt whether Chaſtity be one of thele Vertues ; whether it be called to 
the Communication of this Spirit; whether it may not advance to its - 
Good bur with violence arid by Enthuſtaſme. 

And it we believe at firſt ſight, the 4's ang and common notions 
thereof, we will ſtand for the Neg ative. Firſt, the Spirit of Modeſty , be- 
ing the proper Spirit of Chaſtity, is an Apprehenfſive and Fearful Hog 
a Spir it which Bridles and Reſtrains ; which Apprehends much noiſe and 
Hoht, which ſhuns the Stage and Spectators; which affects Privacy, and 
ſceks Solitude. Now there 15 nothing more oppoſite to this timerous and 
rclerved S Spirit, then the Spirit of 1 ran{port? which is Bold and Attempt- 
Ing, op: went and Active, an Enemy to Refervedneſs and Conſtraint, 
uncapable of Bounds, oy yet more uncapable of Chains, 

Moreover ail the Maſters of Morality teach us , that Chaſtity ought 
not to hgh bur in retiring : thar ſhe puts her ſelf in danger when ſhe 
takes upon her to be Valiant, and ſhews her Face to her Enemies : that ſhe 
cannot attain to Victory bur by a Retreat, even by Flight, anda very quick 
and ſudden Flight : All this agrees with the Spirit of Tranſport , which 
values no kinde of Enemies,and attaqu's them all without knowing them: 
which meaſures no Dangers nor Precipices,and fully caſts ic {elf upon both; 
which yields not to any thing whatſoever , no not to terrifying Death it 
telf, ro which all other things {ubmir. 

T hirdlv Chaſtiry 1s not one of thele Vertues which are born for Aion 
and the Fic 1d, and are only ſerviceable in a Tumulr and Storm :. the is one 
SES Peaceable and Sedentary Vertues : ſhe is a Lover of Repole and Re- 
Lrement : the hath the Innocence of Lambs, and the meeknels of Turtles: 
ſhe hath a Temper contrary to Lions and Eagles. Of whatuſle would 
then this Spirit of Tranſport be to Sedentary Vertue : Of what ule could 
1: beintime of Repole and Retirement ? What would that: Lamb do with 
this Heart of a Lion ? What would this Turtle do with the Violence of 
an Fagle? © <2 
All chele Reaſons are very hood proots , that Chaſtity | is a Vertue fs fs 
own Nature, Reſerved, and a Grrong ro Repole” Bur they do not prove, 
that ſhe 1s never Arined with Boldnels; that ſhe never- takes Courage; 
that ſhe 15 a.ways concealed,and ſtill polleſſed with: Fear : 'There are ſome 
Occaſions wherein ſhe mY of necelsity alter her Humour and Carriage ; 
- Wherein ſhe muſr expreſs Relolution and Courage, wherein fhe muſt Act, 
even clevate her lelF, and elevate her ſelf with a Ttanſ port. ., Doves whith 
are naturally fo Sweet arid Innocent, have yer ther Sallies and Angers. Pa- 

rience 
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tience which is at leaſt as calm as Chaſtiry, becomes Furious when ir is 
Wounded: And that Spotlels and Silent Lamb which came to Teach us 
Chaſtity and Patience, ceaſerh yer lometimes to be a Lamb, and becomes 
a Lyon when he is provoked. 

Let us ſay, that this Heroick Spirit of Rapture is not neceſlary ro Chaſti- 
ty, when ſhe 1s not aſſaulted, and propolerh no Enemies to overcome, not 
Crowns to obtain. She is then permitted to remove far off from the Tu- 
mult . She may decently affect Repoſe, and participate without blame of 
the benefic of Peace. Her condition 1n that State doth not differ from that 
Valour itſelf, which is not continually provoked and Furious, always co- 
vered over with Sweat and Blood : And which ufeth not every day her 
Warlike hands and countenance, her Spirit and Garments of Battel. Bur 
when this Peaccable Chaſtity 1s Aſlaulted ; when Dangers and Fnemies 

rels her : when ſhe is reduced to the necelsity of either rendring up her 
felf, or of vanquiſhing by ſome Extraordinary and Supernatural E fforr , 
where will ſhe finde wherewith to carry on this extraordinary and Super- 
- natural Violence, if the Heroick Fire whereot I ipeak, do nor inflame 
| her, if the Spirit of -Enthuſtaſme do not poſlels her, 1t both do not tranſ- 
port her, to what place would not her Fears and Reſtraints hurry her? And 
even-in this, her Condition is likewiſe equal to that of true Valour, which 
hath an other Countenance, and an other Heart upon a Breach then in a 
Cloſet;: which marcheth with an other kinde of Action and Look to a 
day of Aſſault, then to a day of Ceremony. 

| Let nsonly oppole hererhto,that the Compariſon is not equal between 
Chaſtity and Valour ; between a Peaceful and Sedentary Vertue, and one 
that is Warlike and Tumultuary. Chaſtity hath her Wars and Combaes : 
And:her Wars are more laſting and obilinate ; her Combars are more dan- 
gerous and laborious then thoſe of Valour. She hath likewiſe more need 
of Courage and Relolution, as | have already ſhewn : And conſequently 
the Spiric of Tranſport which is the Spirit of Courage and Relolurion, is 
more neceſlary to her, then to this Vertne of Fire and Sword. 

And here the Bravo's, and great Pretenders to Valour, mult not flatter 
themſelves, nor think to obtain it by the fercenels of their Looks, and the 
greatneſs of Words. The honour of Chaſte Women is nor in a place of 
eaſter Accels, nor leſs Elevated then theirs. Nature cannot alcend thither 
by her own Forces : The Senſes know not the way to it;-and on what 
ſide ſoever this way lieth, it is poſſeſſed by Enemies who ule violence even 
in their ſatisfactions,and terrifie by their Complacences and Carefles. On 
all ſides and at every ſtep there are Gins, which are ſo much the more to be 
feared, as their Baits are more rich , and their threds wrought with more 
filk, and covered over with more Flowers. 

 Befides/if we were to beware of nothing there bur Flowers and Silk ; 
if we were only to defend our ſelves againft Complacences and Careſles : 
Yet there are ſometimes Daggers hid under thele Flowers ; and thele Sil- 
ken Threds become ſtrangling Ropes. Thele Enemies arc not always 


Complacent and Courting. T hey change their Art and Poſture according 
| tO 
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to the Reſiſtance which is made to them. They imploy Iron,where Gold is 
not powerful enough : and whete Sweetnels is weak, and Preſents effect 
nothing, they practiſe Cruelty : they diſplay terror and puniſhments. I 
mean that Chaſt Women have nor only pleaſing, but even terrifying and 
bloody Femprations. T hey are nor onely to defend rhemſelves againſt Ava- 
rice and Voluptuoulſneſs, but they are to overcome both Torture and Death 
it ſelf, 1 fay Torture, which is the invention of Tyrants , and the pra- 


Etile of Executioners ; I fav Death armed with all its Fires and En-, 


) 
gINCES. 


Is it credible that Chaſtity, without uſing any extraordinary violence , 
without moving or changing place, can overcome all theſe Enemies whe- 
ther Complacent or Barbarous ? Thar ſhe is able to looſen her ſelf from all 
theſe tyes and [nares, whether from thoſe which allure, or thoſe which 
ſtrangle ? That ſhe is able to maſter all thele temprations whether ſweer 
or ſparkling, in which Gold and Precious Stones are imployed; whether 
cruel and terrible, praCtiſed with chains, like thoſe which Joſeph ſuffered ; 
with ſtones, like thoſe ſhewn to Suſanna ; with a Scymirar, like that which 
vanquiſhed the Daughter of Paul Erici, Beheaded by Mahomet at the ta- 
king of Nigrepont ? Again, is it credible that Chaſtity can be victorious over 
ſo many Adverſaries , and in ſo many Conflicts if ſhe be not filled, 
if ſhe be not Penetrated by this Divine Fire, by this ſupernatural In- 
ſtin&t, by this Spirit which begers an Enthuſiaſme,and the Extaſtes of Heroick 
Vertue. ; 

Nature is ſtrong and Attractive : Chaſtity muſt reſiſt her Forces, and 
looſen her (elf from her Allurements. The ſenſes ſtick cloſe to thoſe Inte- 
reſts which are Commodious tothem , and the Body hath a ſtrange adhe- 
renceto pleaſure, where fleſh and blood bears a part. Chaſtity muſt either 
fever the fences from thele Intereſts, and muſt break all that faſtens the Bo- 
dy to theſe pleaſures; or ſhe muſt voluntarily ſeparate her ſelf from the ſen- 
ſes, and break violently with the body. Death hath cruel and frightfull 
Weapons : Iris accompanied with terrible and furious Attendants. Cha- 
ſtiry mult be prepared to ruſh through all theſe Weapons: and to Eſſay the 
Teeth and Nails of theſe Attendants,rather then ſuffer the leaſt ſtain. What- 
ever may be ſaid,the Reputation of valour is not ſo precious,nor invironed 


with ſo many Difficulties. Her Crowns, even thoſe which are made by the 


fire of Canons and Granadoes,colt not ſo much: and Heroes are formed at 
a leſs expence amidſt Pikes and Breaches. | 

I forget not what hath been ſaid of Modeſty. She is the proper ſpirit 
of Chaſtity : and they affirm thar ſhe is Timerous and 4 anne : that 


{he hath Moderation and Relſervedneſs. I confeſs that for the moſt part 


ſhe is not Precipitous:and Chat fhe is never Impudent. But ſhe is not more 
fearful then Fear it ſelf : and Fear hath its allies as well as Anger and 


 Boldneſs have theirs. Some couragiouſly endure Pain, for fear of another 
Pain. Some caſt themſelves into the Sea , for fcar of falling intoit: And - 
to avoid one Death but apprehended , they precipitate themſelves into 


another. 
Let 


FE 
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Letus remember that the Ermine, which is the Symbole of Modeſty, 
and the filenr- Miſtreſs. of the Chaſtiry which Nature hath given to Wo- 
men. Concerning which, to ſay thus much by che way; ſhe hath Treated 
them more-Honourably crhen men,co whom ſhe hath onely given an Ant 
| as the Emblem. of Labour and Induſtry. The Ermine is extreamly fear- 
full, and. hath neither ſtrength nor weapons : and yet this unarmed and ti- 
merous Creature had rather dyethen be ſullyed. And when ſhe is purſu- 
ed, rather then to expoſe her whitenels to a ſtain, and fave her ſelf by a lit- 
tle dirt, tranſported by the Inſtin&t ſhe hath in poinr of Purity, ſhe caſts 
her ſelf into the nets of Hunters , and periſhes with Courage. Behold a 
Tranſport, and a Tranſport of Modeſty; behold a Sally, and a Sally of 
Purity in an Innocent and Fearfull Animal. And ſhall We deny the ſame 
Tranſport and the like Raprures to chaſte Women ? Without doubt they 
are capable thereof. An Heroick ſpiritand poſleſſed with Frthuſiaſm, min- 
ples it (elf ſometimes with their Vertue , penetrates their hearts, and in 
them inkindles a fire, breaks all the fetters of their ſouls, tears them 
from their bodies, and carries them away with main force. _ 

By this Spirit was that Pelagia of Antioch Tyanſported, of whom S. Am- 
broſe hath left us ſo fair a Pifture. Perceiving her ſelf beſieged by Enemies 
which attempred. more upon her Chaſtity, then her Faith ; ſhe threw her 
ſelf down into a Precipice,with all the Ornaments and Jewels wherewith 
{he had Adorned her ſelf,to render Honour to her Death, and add Grace to 
her Courage. With the lame Spirit her Mother and Siſters were poſleſſed, 
when purſued by the ſame Enemies, they caſt themſelves into a River,and 
there quenched by Death the wicked Fires of their Laſcivious Puriuers. A 
Maid of Alexandria poſſeſsed with the ſame Spirit, having been informed 
of the miſchief which her Eyes, though otherwiſe reſerved and modeſt, 
had done to a young Man {ſhe tore them out of her Head, and ſent them to 
the ſick Perſon, to the end he might inflict ſuch puniſhment on them, as he _ 
{ſhould think good ;, or art leaſt that he might heal with their blood, the 
wound they had given him. 

Blanch of Roſsi Tranſported with the ſame Spirit, wreſted her ſelf out of 
the hands of the Tyrant Acciolin, and caſt her felf headlong from a Win- 
dow. 

The ſame Spirit blew the flaming Fire-bran4 which Mary Cornelia , the 
Wife of John (erda,thruſt down into her body to quench a dangerous Fire, 
which Age and Occaſions began there to inkindle : And this Example of 
Vertue was given to Spain in the time of Peter the Cruel, and Mary Pa- 
wm Thar is to ſay, under the Raign of Adulteries , andin the Age of Li- 

ertie. 

We ought to believe for the love of Vertue,and in Honour of theſe Chri- 
ftian Heroeſles, that there was ſome Spark of Divine fire in theſe bold Ar- 
temps ; and that the Spiric which trani{ported them,came from above,and 
from a purer Spring then that which forms the Raptures which we may 
follow,and the Examples which are lawful for us.to imitate. Thoſe are not 
for every day; nor for the ule of all ſorts of Perſons. Beſides, God doth 

not 
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not lend Angels toall ſorts of Perſons; nor every day creates new Stars : 
And unleſs we have an Angel for guid,and a new Star to follow, it would 
bea raſh attempt to walk upon the Sea , and to chuſe a Precipice for our 
way. The enſuing Example is not of theſe Extraordinary Ones: yet is it 
of the great and Heroick. ' And if there be any thing of Tranſport, it pro- 
ceeds from an even Spirit, and which is not raiſed bur regularly,and by u- 
ſual and beaten Tracks. 


EXAMP L E. 
The Chaſte Venetian V Voman. 


T is true that Vertue finds Adverſaries everywhere : and even in thoſe 
places where ſhe is in cſteam and habituated,her Peacc is full of trouble 
and agitation ; and her Repoſe unquiet and interrupted. Nevertheleſs 
there are Countries of War, and as it were Frontier Regions, where ſhe is 
expoſed to the I ncurſions and attempts of her Enemies. And in theſe Re- 
gions the ought to be more Reſolute and Warlike, then elſewhere : She 
 oughtto be expertinall ſorts of Combats, and prepared for all manner of 
Events : She ought to be almoſt continually upon her Guard , and in 
Arms. Faith and Chaſtity, which are neighbouring upon Infdels and Bar- 
barians, haveneed of this preparation of Ceurage, and of this expoſed and 
continuall Diſcipline. 

It is likewiſe from thoſe Countries theſe Heroick and Victorious Ver- 
tues come to us, which Triumph every year in the Church, and do ho- 
nour to our Annals. And a great number of other Vertues, beſides thoſe, 
are come from thence, which have not fought leſs Couragioully, nor -0- 
vercome with leſs Force; though their Combats have not made ſo much 
noiſe, nor the Church hath Celebrated their Victories. I place amongſt 
this number the Victorious Captive, which hath been newly repreſented 

*;n this Picture. And becauſe ſhe was a Subje& to the Republick of Ye- 
aice, I conceived that to fit her with a known Companion ſutable to her , 
it was neceſſary to joyn with this Gallant Woman, the Daughter of Pal 
Eyici, who triumphed over Mahomer, and the Seraglio, at the taking of Ni- 

; grepont, as this other had done over Muſtapha and Porta, at the taking of 

Ntcoſea. 

It is credible that Gods indignation was great when he abandoned 
Greece to the Ottomans, And Iniquity mult needs have been Enormous 
and Conſummared , which delerved that the Miſtreſs of Arts and Scien- 
_ ces, and the Mother of ſo many Saints ſhould be put in Chains. Yet this 
was her Lot, and hitherto no man hath been found to ſer her at liberty, 


Mahomet the Second ſlept nor in this occaſion ; he managed all the mo- 
ments 
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ments thereof, and made ſo good uſe of the diviſion amongſt Chriſtians, 
as 1n a ſhorttime he dilarmed all his Neighbours, and made himſelf Ma- 
ſter of thoſeplaces which might reſtore liberty to Greece. The Iſland of 
NyJgrepont Which belonged to the Venetians, was firſt aſſaulted. Baſha 
Mammut begirt it with a Fleet of three hundred Sail : and Mahomet follow- 
ed by ſixſcore thouſand men, entred it by a Bridge which he commanded 
to be made over the Eurippa,and Belteged the Metropolitan City by Land. 
I was to defend it ſelf againſt Treaſon, and force Intelligences and Af: 
faults. And doubtleſs ſtrength would have overcome as well asTreaſon; 
and the Affaults would not have proved more ſucceſsful then Intelligen- 
ces,if General Canatis, who commanded the Venetian Fleet , had bur let 
Fortune alone, and made uſe of the Courage and Veſlel of two ( andean 
Gentlemen, who offered themſelves to go break down the Bridge which 
was erected over the Eurippa. 

The City then was taken in the ſight, and by the error of this Faint- 
Hearted and Timerous Wiſe man. The duſt and noile of the Demoliſh-d 
Walls, the Crys and Blood of the-Citizens went to reproach him as far as 
his ſhip. And the unhappy Spectator of the Peoples Ruin, whom with a 
little Courage he might a7 ſaved, retired, turning his back to the Repu- 
tation he abandoned, and to the Smoak of the I{}and which followed him 
afar off upon the ſea. The Booty was very great for the Conquerors: butthe 
Cruelty of the Victorious was far greater upon the Vanquiſhed.Pyramides 
were made of their Heads at the Gate of the Church, and in the publick 
places : and their Bodies being caſt into-the Channel, ſpred far with their 
blood a doletul and pittitull relation of their Misfortune. 

Paul Erici Governour of the Iſland, had done and undertaken during 
the Siege, all that an Expert and Diſciplined Valour was able to Effect, all 
that Courage could attempt when Religion enflames it, and Deſpair tran- 
ſports it: He held out longer then the Towres and Bulwarks : and ſtood 
upright after their Fall. He fought uponthe Ruins and Aſhes of a Con- 
quered City : And they could not have gained it but by Compoſition and 
promiſing him lite. But Mahomet was lo far from Keeping this promiſe, 
that he had the Cruelty to command his body to be ſaw'n a two. Belides 
he added Rallery to his Ciuelty,as Tyrants caſt Salt into Fire, and Vineger 
into Wounds: And ſaid ro him,with a bitter and barbarous Equivocation, 
that leaving him his head, for which he ſtood ingaged, he might diſpoſe 
of the reſt at his diſcretion withour any breach of. Faith. 

This ſo ſtrange and Tragical Puniſhment was the Triumph of Paul 
Erici, and afforded him more ſolid Glory, then four Towns taken, and as 
many Battels won could have done. It may be well believed, that having 
overcome likea Martyr, he received allo the Palm of Martyrdom ; and 
that the ſaw of the Turkiſh Tyrant faſhion'd him a Crown of the ſame 
Form like thoſe which heretofore were wade by the Racks and Wheels of 
Heathen Tyrants. His Glory nevertheleſs was not without confuſion : 
And what Faith ſoever Fortified him againft Death, he dyed not without 
great Apprehenfion. The honour of nan whom he lefr - Pri- 
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| foner mix'd confuſion with his Glory : And he more feared the love and 
em” ""Y of Mahomet towards her, then his Fury and Tortures againſt . 
himſelf. | 

This excellent Maid had not then her Equal in any kinde of Perfe&tion: 
And all the treaſures-of the Republick could not have ranſomed her at the 
Rate of her Worth. Nature produceth every day precious Stones and 
Pearls : She work's every day in gold and fi[ver : But rarely is it her chance 
to form accompliſhed Perſons: and her Work: merits praiſe, when ſhe 
makes but one in a whole Age. Even when her Deſ1gns were moſt neat 
and regular, and that Matter retained ſtill irs firſt purity, ſhe was not ſo 
exact, nor expreſt ſo much care in pertecting her Works. And when 
now adays ſhe finiſhes ſome rare piece, Men ought to come in crowds to 
ſee it, as they do to ſee Miracles: it ought to be in Hiſtory a mark of Ho- 
nour to her Age. This Noble Venetian Woman was one of theſe extra- 
ordinary Works : And the eyes of the greateſt Criticks in the World could 
oblerve nothing in her but rare and accompliſhed : nothing which was 
not becomming with Dignity,and Majeſtical with Grace. 

On a ſudden likewile the dazels the eyes of thoſe that offered ro ſeizeon 
her : and this dark miſt being followed with a kinde of veneration, was 
like to have made them adore their Prey. Bur as ſoon as this amazement 
was over, they approach to her with barbarous reſpects, and a ſtupid and 
ſtammering Civility. They ſtrive to make her underſtand that no hurt 
ſhould be done. : that they would conduct her to a place where ſhe {Hould 
be free and honoured ; And as they advanced to lay hands on her : © Bar- 
* barians, ſaith ſhe, in thruſting them back, whither will you lead me, 
* and for what new adventure do you reſerve me ? I ſhould die here more 
* nobly and better contented : And my Blood will not be more pleaſing 
*and gratefull in another place. Be not more mercileſs concerning me, 
«* then you have been in maſlacring ſo many Innocents : Commit at leaſt 
**2 murther handſomly after ſo many perpetrated with cruelty : And per- 
* mit one ſtain of Clemency in your Victory, and upon your Armes. 
* They will receive no diſhonour by it, nor will che Spoil become leſs 
© precious. OL 

** She had perliſted farcher,but two Baſhas arrived, who remonſtrated 
*to her that ſhe was not ſtrong enough to reſiſt Fortune, nor to alter the 
** right of War, which had given her to their Prince : Thar ſhe need ap- 
**prehend nothing in his Victory: Thar it was not againſt thoſe of her Sex 
**and Merit he was armed : That he knew how to puniſh and pardon ſea- 
* fonably, and to place Rigour and Clemency in their juſt poſtures : That 
**1t would be her beſt courle to permit them to bring her before him, and 
**to remit the reſt to the dilpolure of Fortune. Theſe words did not per- 
{wade her : but ſhe ſubmitted her ſelf to the preſent neceſsity, which ſhe 
could not inforce ; and ſuffered her ſelf to be led before Mahomet. 

Not being ignorant to what danger they expoled her, and what aſsift- 
ances the needed in the conflict ſhe was to undergo, ſhe prayed in ſilence 
and with tears by the way : And beſought of God the Spirit of Fortitude 

and 
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and Councel, which make Martyrs, and preſerve Virgins. The voice of 
her tears was heard : God ſent her the Spirit ſhe deſired - And fortified by 
this ſuccour, ſhe marched with a confident look , and a reſolttte: counte- 
nance and more like a Conquereſs then a Captive. > 2 

She loſt nothing of this confidence before Mahomet ; and there was no 
more alteration in the reſolution of her Countenance then in that of her 
heart. On the contrary, ſheappeared with a more then uſual Majeſty.And 
the preſence of her Enemy made a certain haughty and diſdainful bluſh 
comme upon Her, together with a Fierceneſs, yet Modeſt, and becoming, 
which contributed Force to Sweetnels, and added Dignity to Grace. This 
Fierceneſs wronght not the ſame effect as ſhe intended. Mahomet,whom ſhe 
thought-to Irritate,eſteemed her the more; and took this alteration for a 
TinEture of Noble Blood, and for an effuſion of thoſe Spirits which be- 
get Courage. ” 

Artthe taking of Conſtantinople there was found a young Grecian Womari 
called Irena, who had triumph over the Conquerour, and rendred him 
Her Slave. T he Baſha's diſhiked this Triumph of a Caprtive,& this Servitude 
Victorious over their Maſter, and complained of it with injurious Terms, 
and mixt with Rallery. Mahomet to procure a ceſſation to theſe complaints 
of his Baſha's and to evidence to them that he knew as well how to over- 
come his Paſsiohs as to take Towns, in the ſight of thEwhole Army, at 
one blow , ſtruck off the Head of his Innocent and Unhappy Miſtreſs. 
And this Tragical Execution, followed with a barbarous ſadneſs, induced 
him to take an Oath, by which he obliged himſelf to'fet a guard upon his 
Heart for the future, and to preſerve it NN a fecond Bondage. This Tra- 
gedy and Oath returned into his minde at the ſight of this Chafte Yenetian: 
Bur this Object was more powerful then the fidelity of his Oath ,and che 
apprehenſion of a ſecond Tragedy. He valued not the taking of Nygrepont 
bur by the taking of the Maid: And though he were paſsionatly enamour- 
ed of Rhodes and fair Italy; yet the Conquelt of chem both,could not have 
given him moreſatisfaCtion. | 

To the end he might make a breach into her Heart, and become Maſtet 
of her Soul, as he conceived himſelf to be of her Body : he ſaid to her in 
Magnificent terms which relliſhed both of a Conquerour and Pretender : 
** That it being her lot to Fall with a City which had a minde to be de- 
© ſtroyed, ſhe could nor Fall more happily then into his hands”: And thar 
" Fortune knew no better way to raiſe her,then by this Fall :thar he deſired 
* nothing but her conſent, to render her the moſt happy of her Sex and 
* Age ; and toexalr her to a Seat, where ſheſhould have all the Seignory 
Ty -; Yenice and all Italy under her Feer., That Riches and Glory were at her 
- & diſpoſure: that he was the Diſtributez of Sceprers and Crowns: that God 
*and his Prophet had ſent him to rule the Deſtinies of Kings,and the For- 
© tune of Nations : that ſhe muſt bid adieu to the reſentment which the 
ff loſs of her Friends had cauſed in her: that ſuch was the order of the 
{© World, and the diſpoſition of Afﬀairs, as little loſſes were to uſher along 
* great Advantages: that ſhe muſt not expe& that Fortune ſhould be more 
* Indulgent then Nature, which cauſeth not Harvelt to arrive till after the 
*© Seed. Vu 2 = The 
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The Couragious and wiſe Caprive forced her Patience till then : But as 

ſoon as he came to boaſt to her of the Magnificence and Pleaſures of his 
Seraglio; of the Glory and Felicity of his Sultaneſſes; and when he added 
Thar ifſhe were diſpoſed to comply with his Will, he would make her 

the Miſtrels of his Sultaneſſes, and the Queen of his Seragho. ©IT ama 
<« Chniſtian,replyed ſhe very pertly, and a Gentlewoman, I know no hope 
« of Regality, nor fear of Puniſhments which can perſwade me to do any 
*ching contrary to the Promiſe of my Baptiſm. or againſt the Dignity of 
* my Vertue. To this Profeſſion of Faith, and of Honour, delivered in (0 
* Aftirmacive terms,and with a Tone of Proteftation and Authority, Maho- 
* met replyed,l perceive very wel the cauſe of all this; you are yet aſtoniſh'd 
* with your Fall : and the Smoak ofthis Unfortunate City , which you 
* ſtill retain in your Eyes, hinders you from ſeeing the Good which 1s of- 
© fered you ; Butl hope you will recover this Amazement ; and thar af- 
*rter the Dilsipation of this Smoak, you will look more cheerfully upon 
* your good Fortune. Having ſaid this, he retired,and left her to his Eu- 
nuchs, who were commanded to have a great care of her and to diſpoſe 
her to better Councels. 

They conducted her to a Pavilion, where all dia ſeemed to be with all 
her Gold and Precious Stones : having 4bout them ſo Magnificent proofs 
of their Maſters PBwer , they failed nor to uſe far more Magnificent Ex- 
aggerations, and toadd [Immenſe and Unlimited Promiſes to ſo glorious 
a Speacle. They gave her in little,a Model of the Seraglio : but this Mo- 
del in lictle,was greater then the real one : It was compoſed of ſumptuous 
Delufſions,and glorious Dreams: and it coſt them nothing to build it with 
Carved Gold, and Foſſet Diamonds. The moſt Magnificent Poeſte could 
not deſcribe ſo much as theſe Vain people had {ect forth in Hyperboles and 
Promiles. And according to their words, if ſhe would conſent to the Will 
of Mahomet, ſhe ſhould tread upon Scepters and Crowns ; ſhe ſhould be 
poſſeſſed with all the.Goods of Fortune. Burt all thete Painted and Boalt- 
ed Riches coming out of their mouths, were Diſsipated by the. W inde 
which formed them, and reached not fo far as the Ears of the YViftorious 
( aptirve. Her minde was fixed on more Tranſcendent Promiſes, and more 
Solideand durable Grandeurs : And Faith had ſo deeply imprinted in her 
imagination the Wedding of the Lamb, the Crowns prepared for prudent 
Virgines,and the Fternal Reje&tion of the Fooliſh,that ſhe ſaw neither the 
Pomps of the Seraglio which were ſhewn her, nor the Delights of the Sul- 
taneſſes wherewith they endeavoured to Enatnour her. 

T heſe troublelom people being retired to leave her a little Repoſe,it came 
into her thoughts,that perchance the moment of Liberty was procured for 
her by her Good Angel,to the end by an advanced and Couragious Death, 
ſhe might break her Chain: ſhe might Triumph over Mahomet & Fortune, 
and rid her ſe|fin an inſtant of thoſe Fears which pofleſſed her,and of thoſe 
Vain Hopes which they laboured to infuſe into her. The Occaſton was fair, 
and the Means Specious & Magnificent. There was a Table in the Pavilion 


Compoſed of Precious Stones , and certain great Veſlels Enameled with 
Gold: 


T he Gallery of Heroick Women. 157 
Gold : therewere about her Bed ſome Silken ſtrings which might ſerve for 
this Execution, and offered her a Death as Compleat and Noble, as aDag- 
ger, Fire, Precipice, ora Cord could have effected. 
_ Sheriſeth up with this thought, and viewing thoſe Rately pieces of 
Barbarous E-xcels , as if ſhe deliberared upon the choice of that which was 
to ſet her at liberty , © For whar, ſaith ſhe, doſt thou Captive and inchain- 
© ed Virginity reſervethy ſelf ? Doſt thou reſerve thy ſelf for Martyrdom ? 
* and doſt thou think thy ſelf ſtrong enough to overcome Death, accom- 
* panied with all its Torments, and armed with all its Engines ? Bur what 
© if the occaſion of Martyrdom be taken from thee ? What if thou haſt no 
© Death to Conteſt with 2 What if the Tyrant doth only attempt upon. 
*thy Honour 2 Whar if he attaqu's with violences, which ſtain,withour 
* taking away thy life 2 O Captive and Inchaind Virginity ! With what 
© Weapons wilt thou defend thy ſelf againſt theſe Violences 2 Why wilt 
** thou remit thy Liberty to an uncertain Death, which perchance will not 
*arrive till thy Honour be loſt, having ſo aflured and ready, fo Innocent 
*and purea Means in thy power ? This vain ſhew of Riches, is a Snare 
© laid for thee : go no farther to ſeek thy Freedom : it expects thee there. 
« Gold is as hard as Iron. A blow from theſe Veſſels may as well break thy 
<* Chain in pieces, as the ſtroke of a Sword : and if thou art well reſolved 
«to dye, there are Rocks for thee ; there is a Precipice ar the corner of this 
® Table. God will pardon necelsity; and excuſe fo juſt a Violence. He hath 
"heretofore Inſpired & Crowned the like. And the Church Honours thoſe 
* Saints which drowned themſelves to purchaſe Salvation, who have A- 
"{cended into Heaven by a Precipice. But what am I, that atfribure In- 
© ſpirations to my ſelf and rank my ſelf amongſt the Saints ? From whom 
© havel learned to diſcern Spirits aud their Motions? Do I know of what 
** colour thar Spirit is who ſollicites me? And if he be a Spirit of Impoſture 
« and indiſguiſe ,If what Itake for Zeal, be Deſpair ;, Whither wall this 
© Deſpair carry me, and under the Condu&t of this Spirit of Impoſture, 
** but to the Unhappy cnd of the Fooliſh Virgines ? Ler us leave Uncer- 
*rainty tothe Providence of God : ſince he is a Jealous God, he will take 
* into his care the Honour of his Spouſes. And if heretofore he deprived 
* Fire of Heat, and ſuſpended the hunger of Lyons, well may he extin- 
« guiſh, if he pleaſe, the Ardour of the Tyrant, and ſuſpend his Concupi- 
** [cence. | 
This Reſolution was followed with a Prayer, which came more from 
her heart then her lips,and into which there entred more Faith then Words. 
However ſhe was quickly interrupted by the Eunuchs,who cameto bring 
her to Mahomet, whole new Palsion could allow him no Repole. The con- 
tempt of his Captive had incenſed him : it troubled him thar amongſt the 
Ruins and Aſhes of a Sack'd Town, any thing ſhould be found more po- 
werful then his Victory , greater and more ſublime then his Fortune. And 
he would not haveit ſaid, that a Maid, nay an Unarm'd and Inchained 
Maid, had held out againſt him, after the taking of ſo many places , after 
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Nevertheleſs he tempered himſelf in her Preſence, and renewed to her 
the ſame Promiſes,augmented with boundleſs and unreſerved Additions: 
But this ſecond Battery ſhook her as little as the former : andas the Ty- 
rant Prepared himſeltro add Violence to his Promiſes,the Couragions Maid 
pur him back with a fierceneſs both in Countenance and Action , which 
manifeſted chat ſhe was able to hold out againſt his Violence,as againſt his 
Promiſes ; and that he could neither gain her by Compoſition nor Force. 
It 1s very true, that Love is Impatient and Stately upon Crowned Heads : 
that it is oft, and eaſily wounded in hearts accuſtomed to Overcome. The 
Heart of Mahomet being mortally wounded by this Action, gave way 
ro Anger, which is never more Furious or Terrible, then when it comes in 
che Rear of a Potent Love And Mahomet Tranſported with this ſecond Paſ- | 
fion, laid his hand upon his Cymeter, and with' one blow Crowned the 
Caprive, broke her Chain, and {truck off her Head. 

This Victory was not in the time of the Primitive Church : yet it is no 
leſs Illuſtrious then thoſe of that Age. Mahomet the Conquerour was as 
Redoutable as Nero the Efteminate : and his Tent was a Field of Battel no 
leſs dangerous then an Amphitheater. Ladies ought to learn from hence, 
that Heroick Chaſtity hath her Enthuſiaſms and Raptures : And theſe En- 
thuſtaſms and _=_—_ ought to maſter all Fears and Hopes : Theſe Rap- 
tures ought to 
they ought never to Precipitate her, it the Holy Ghoſt doth not tranſport 
her, and if ſhe be not excited by a Forreign Violence. © | 
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MET Ou will ſcarce believe what you are going to 
PSAS ce: And what teſtimony ſoever your eyes 
render to the truth of this Tragical Spectacle, 
you will give them more then once the lye, and 
ſuſpe&t ſomething of Illuſion or Impoſture. 
Truly a holy Criminal, and an executed Queen, is a ſtrange 
Fantome : os it15a more prodigious thing then all the 
Prodigies in Fables, to ſee three Kingdoms diſhonoured up- 
on a Scaffold : To ſee a Head which hath born two Crowns, 
laid under the AX of an Executioner. The Tragedy 1s not 
only Inhumang, but Monſtrous: And yet England applauds 
this horrid Act, which will be deplored by all Europe. 

Mary, heretofore Queen of France, and at preſent Queen « 
of Scotland, goes to die upon a Scaffold, after ſhe was grown 
old in Priſon. Inſolent and furious Hereſie reſpects in this fair 
Head, neither Regality, which 1s a kinde of viſible and com-. 
manding Divinity, nor Beauty, which is a Soveraignty by 
naturall Rights, and a Domination without violence. And 

what the moſt Barbarous Antiquity may not perchance 
haveever ſeen; what the moſt credulous Poſterity will per- 
adventure never believe; all the Vertues and Graces are 

; violated 
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violated 1n her Perſon, and condemned to the ſame Puniſh- 
ment. | 

She goes coutagiouſly to it, and with a Countenance; 
which bears ſtill the mark of her Dignity, and the Declarati- 
on of her Innocence. She preſerved them both after the loſs 
of her Kingdom and Liberty ; and Fortune,which deprived 
her of her Subjects, and 1s going to deprive her of Life, can- 
not deprive her Heart of Soveraignty, nor her Looks of Au- 
thority. They are not faſtned to Her,they are born with Her: 
and create a Majeſty independent on a Crown and Purple : 
And thereby ſhe will be no leſs a Queen upon a Scaffold, 
then ſhe hath been upon a Throne. 

You do not behold in her thoſe fair Rayes of Beauty and 
Youth, which were heretofore the ſplendor and ſpectacle of 
the Louvre, which were the joy and ſerenity of all France. But 
at leaſt you ſee her not dejected by her miſhap, nor obſcured 
by her bad Fortune. Her greatneſs appears all entire, now 
that the ſteps and tootſtool are taken from her : And if her 
lights were then more pleaſing and lively, thoſe at preſent are 
more vigorous, and leſs apt to be extinguiſhed : Her Ad- 
verſittes have not only fortified, but rendred her far greater : 
and the Admurers of her Beauty, who heretofore called her 
the Sun of the North, and the Planet of the Sea,did not fore- 
ſee that her Vertue would reſemble the Sun and Planets, 
which appear greater through a Miſt, then in a moſt pure ſe- 
renity, and without a Cloud. 

Her white Haires which you fee, are nog, occaſioned by 
Age, they proceed from Aflictions and pos They 
are cauſed by unkind Kindred, and bad Subjects. I hey 
come from Elizabeth and her Miniſters : And if this be ve- 
ry unworthy, it 1s little leſs ſtrange, that ſo beautifull a Head 
ſhould grow white before 1ts time, under ſo many hands 1m- 
ployed to darken it. But this whiteneſs 1s no diſhonour to 
her, nor leflens any thing of her Grace. Innocence and 
VViſdom are of this colour : And even Majeſty it felt 1s 
ſeen ſometimes adorned thereby, and rendred more V enera- 


ble and Auguſt. > 
VV ould 
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VVould you believe that thoſe perſons who brought her 
to this violent Death by a precipitated old Age, do not lic 
bitter upon her heart, nor diſturb the Calm of her mind © So. 
clean contrary, that ſhe hath laid the very remembrance of 
their Injuries at the foot of the Croſs : She hath retired her 
thoughts from all objects which might exaſperate them : She 
called them back from all places whence any ſuccour or pitty 
might arrive to her : and hath depoſited them all with her 
Heart and Faith, in the wounds of the Sgveraign Patent, 
who aſſiſted her durmg her impriſonment, and at preſent 
aſſiſts and forties her againſt Death, by che Image and Ver- 
tae of his Paſſion. 

He encourages her with the V oyce of his Blood, & ſpeaks 
co her by as many Mouths as he hath wounds. He arms her 
with his Thorns and Nails : He covers her with his Crofs, 
which 1s to her an invincible & ſacred Shield; a Shield which 
could not be pierced by all the Darts of her bad Fortune; nor 
ſhal it be by theAx it ſelf of the Executioner which will chop 
off her Head." V nder the protection of this Shield, and at the - 
ſight of this Example, ſhe marcheth couragiouſly to Death : 
And though a Queen,and Innocent,it ſeems not harſh to her 
to paſs through the hands of an Executioner, having before 
her eyes,a God executed, and Innocence Crucified. 

Can you confide {o much 1n your eyes, as to expoſe them 
to this lamentable ſpectacle © Mine, wounded before the 
ſtroke, flie back, notto behold any more of it. Yet muſt 
enforce them to ſee All. The laſt Rayes of the ſetting Sun 
are the faireſt : And the laſt drops of blood great Souls 
pour forth, are more ſparkling then the reſt ; and have ſome- 
thing, I know not what, of more Vigorous and Noble. 
Surely this Action mult needs be extreamly black , ſince en- 
deavours were uſed to hide 1t from the I:1ght. Bur the ob- 
{curities to which they expoſed it, will not give it a better 
gloſs; and doubtleſs if they were capable of ſenſe, they 
would fear to be ſtained by it. You would fay that theſe 
Torches do not contribute .thereto their light but with re- 
gret : You would ſay that in deſpite they produce nothing 


but ſhadow and ſmoke, 
» 16 The 
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The Hall is full of Spectators,and hung with black Velvet: 

And not {o much as the fatal Scaffold, but 1s ſet forth w* the 
ſtately mourning of this barbarous.I ragedy to which it ſerv- 
ed. The cruel Miniſters of ſo cruel an Action, chought to 
{weeten Injuſtice,& crvilize Cruelty;they chought to appeaſe 
violated Majeity ; and to abule the Patient by this vain and 
ſumptuous Hypocriſie. They ought to know,that Pomp and 
Oftentation do not juſtifie C rimes ; that artificial & ſpecious 
Cruelty 1s no other Fury then naked & unpoliſhed Cruelty: 
And that the voice of blood cauſeth it ſelf to be no leſs heard 
upon Velvet Carpets then upon the bare ground. 

I need not ſhew theſe cruci Miniſters unto you. They 
are diſcernable enough by the greedineſs of their eyes thirſt- 
ing after blood, and by the impatience and fierceneſs of their 
looks. T olee the attention they afford this ſpectacle , you 
would ſay that every one of them 1s the Executioner : T hat 
every one 1s ready to give the blow with his eyes : and that 
this blow was deſigned againſt the Head of the Catholique 
Church, and not againſt the Queen of Scotland. 

All the other Spectators, in whoſe hearts there remains 
{ome tincture of Humanity, deteſt this cruel Example. And 
as ma:iy I ears as they ſhed, are as many Voyces and Impre- 
cations againſt thoſe that Hoch adviſed, and put it in executl. 
on. Eutthe voice of juſt blood unjuſtly ſpile, will ſhortly 
make a greater noiſe. It will be heard by all People and Ages; 
it will be the eternall majedi&tion of that perſon who ſo un- 
worthily violates Nature in a Kinſwoman, Majeſty in a 
(Queen, Hoſpitality towards a Refugiate, and Adverſity tt 
ſelf i in an unfortunate Creature, conſecrated by, more then 
twenty years of miſery. 

You ſee her kneeling before the F xecutioner : bur you 
ſee not her ſoul alr eady elevated 1n the preſence of God, 
where by advance 1t takes poſleflion of the I hrone prepared 
for her. Her de{ pairing VVomen are on their knees with her, 
as if her condenination were theirs, and that they were to 7 
by her Deatn. The fatal Ax hath pierced their ſouls, and the 
blood tricles down by their eyes upon the gr mind. Their 
{orrows are none of thoſe which diſturb, and make a nolle : 


It 
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It. deprived chem of motion and voice, even of the ſenſe of 
their Sighs and Tears : And in the condition they remain, 
I ſee nothing which reſembles them, but thoſe Figures of 
Marble, which ſeem to weep no leſs then Fountains. 

The noble and couragious Patient, with a ſerene Coun- 
tenance beholds this ſadneſs in her V Vomen. Her Soul ele- 
vated above the inferiour portion, 1s no longer ſubje& unto 
its tempeſts and ſhowers, to its ſighs and tears. The Clouds 
of Matter begin to clear up about her, and ſhe already caſts 
forth certain Rayes of advanced glory, which mingle them- 
ſelves with thoſe Angels who are come both to guide her, 
and give a beginning to her Iriumph. 

The Crown which they brought her, 1s not of the ſame 
matter as the other two which are taken from her : No 
Thorns or Reeds enter there : There is nothing ſharp or 
brittle ; nothing which offends or burthens : And its not 
an Ornament of the ſame ſtuff and weaving like our Dia- 
dems, which ſerve only to make Slaves glorious, and proud 
Mortals miſerable. Itis a Crown of ſolid and pure Glory : 
It is independent of Fortune, and ſtronger then Time: And 
the wiſe Queen, who underſtood the value of it, would have 
given all earthly Crowns to poſleſs but one flower of it. 

Behold with what ſtedfaſtneſs of mind ſhe preſents her 
Head to the Executioner, to receive from his hand this glo- 
rious Crown. But ſtay, do not ſtain your eyes with the 
murther of the Innocent. God will have an account of the 
leaſt drops of her blood : And wo to the Hands and Hearts; 
wo to the Mouths and Ears, wo even to the Eyes, in which 


_ any ſtain of it ſhall be found. 


X X 2 SONNET. 
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SONNET. 


Hall we, unmov'd, behold the T ragick Sight , 
I here Death puts out this fair Scotch Planet's light ? 


5 


Shall Honour, Fuſtice, Law, ſee V ertue bleed 


In Mary's Death, as for ſome heynous Deed ? 


Her Grief” s Heroick : th Ax no Paleneſs brings 
Upon her Blood, ſprung from ſo many Kings : 


Her Graces ſpeak, when,words her T ongue denyes, 


OY 


Her modeſt Pride endears her to law Eyes. 


Towbat renown'd Inchanter dowe ow 
T his piece of wonder ? From this Picture grow 


Foy and Repret, while there (Pe gang fight 


Do's from a torment entertain eight. 


Art, by agentle force, ſurmounteth clear 
7 he pitch of Nature, in thi Pourtraitt , where 
eA Queen that's Innocent u made ſuſtain 


eAn Endleſs Death, without affront or pain. 


Elogy 
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Elogy of eMary Stewart. 


= 5 fo Might have a [cruple, it into the Elogy I am going to make of 

© [8 Mary Stewart, my Pen ſhould inſert her Nobility, her Beauty, 
WS her Wir, her Graces and Magnificence, Her Picture requires 
We fr better Colours and more Artificial Touches. It muſt be 
drawn after another manner then that of Semiramss and ( leopatra : Other 
Incenſe muſt be burnr, and other Crowns placed before a Martyr, then 
' upon the Altar of an |dol. Beſides, all theſe Titles are equivocal Terms , 
and properly {1gnihe neither Vertue nor Vice. Magnanimous Perſons are 
not always Nobly born: And a great Courage 1s not ever of a great 
Houle. Cedars and Palms grow 1n Vallies: Broom and Fern-Brakes are 
found upon Mountains. Beauty is rarely Inhocent : And Graces are 
Flowers which may have an ill odour and grow in a bad Soyl. Con- 
cerning the Elevation and Lights of rhe Minde, they are common both | 
to Vertuous and Wicked Perſons : And oftentimes we ſee Comets which 
have more Fire, and are more elevated then great Planets. In like manner 
Magnificence is a Vertue which may prove unfaithful and Heretical , 
which may be Imprudent,and condemned with the Fooliſh Virgins: And 
we know that the Piramides of Egypt, and other like Wonders have been 
erected by debauch'd Women. _ 

Let us then lay aſide equivocal Titles and ambiguous Elogies : We 
have Proper and Formal ones. Let us not lay that Mary Stewart was 
deſcended from a continued Line of Kings. Bur ler us ſay that ſhe had a 
more generous Heart, a more Royal Soul, and Soveraign Reaſon,then all 
the Crowned Kings from whom ſhe derives her Extraction. Let us not 
eſteem her for Beauty , which is common to the Roſe and the Poppy; 
ro Chaſte, and Laſcivious Women ; bur for a Vertuous and Diſciplined 
Beauty of good Odour and Example. Let us neither praiſe her Graces 
nor her Wit : bur let us commend the Reſervedneſs and Modeſty of her 
Graces : Let us praiſe the Diſcretion, Sweetnels, and Moderation of her 
Minde : And letus not ſpeak of her Liberalities, or ſay that they were 
judicious and well Ordered : that they were choice, and diſpoſed with 
Method. Let us ſay, that ſhe underſtood the Art and Secret of a Benefit, 
that ſhe knew how to give with Heart and Spirit, with her Countenance 
and Looks : And that after Fortune had taken all from her, ſhe continu- 
ed to be magnificent in Detire and Aﬀection , and-ro make great Preſents 
with ſlight things. 

The French Muſes, who lived in her time, failed not to praile this part of 
her Vertnes, which had been beneficial to them , and done honour to 
Learning. And truly they would have ſhewed themſelves very ungrate- 
full if chey had not praiſed Her. It was no fault of this good Princeſs, that 
they were not all Rich, and attheir Eaſe, that they were not all Apparel- 
led in Cloth of Gold, and lodged in the Lowyre, She Treated them fami- 


liarly 
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liarly and as her Companions : ſhe recreated her ſelf with them in Proſe 
and Verſe, and the Sport never ended without ſome Preſent which clo- 
{ed upthe Cadence and Periods, and rendred the Stanza's harmonious. 

Concerning Courage which was her Predominant Vertue,and gave her 
a place 1n this Gallery, it appeared in France,Scotland, and England. In France 
ſhe reliſted Proſperity, and vanquiſhed Exceſs and Pleaſures, which ſome 
have conceived much harder to overcome then Grief and Afitions. She 
preſerved her ſelf from the Corruptions of the Court, and from the un- 
whollom blaits which are ingendred by eaſe, and which attend a plenti- 
full Fortune. She conſerved her Innocence in Greatneſs : And what is 
little lels then new Created Planets , ſhe ſhewed much Modeſty under a 
great Crown, and upon the higheſt Throne of rhe World a moſt eminent 
Devotion and a Conlummated Piety. 

But becaule Vertue happy and ateaſe, is in a continual Violence, and 
tat violent things cannot laſt but by Miracle : God who made choice of 
this Princels, and would have her all entire, withdrew her our of Profpe- 
rity, which in length of time might have corrupted her; and delivered her 
up to Adverlity, which Treated her as a Carver Treats Marble : And de- 
priving her ſometimes of one thing,and ſometimes of another,compleated 
the Figure of the Heroick Woman, which was yet but rough-drawn in her. 

Being returned into Scotland, a Widow to Francts the Second, and to his 
Fortune; And her Youth, joyned with the Supplications of her People, 
and Reaſon of State, having obliged her once more to Marry ; that which 
ought to have been her Support, proved the cauſe of her Ruine. Hereſic 
inraged atthe Zeal ſhe bore to the Conſervation of the Catholique Faith, 
calt Fire into the Reyal Houſe to make it paſs more ealily from thence in- 
co the Church, Calumny, Ambition, and Jealouſie, prepared the Fuel 
for this Fire, and inkindled the Matter. But the good Queen having 
quenched it by her Prudence and Addreſs ; Hereſie which ſought to Reign 
by ſome one ©f its Faction, blew up the King her Husband by a Mine. Be- 
{ides tome endeavoured to blemiſh her with being the Contriver of this 
Fire and Mine : And they flandered her very Mourning, and made her 
guilty of her ſecond Widowhood. 

This CaJumny proved a harſh Tryal to her : Yet it was but an Eflay, 
and as it were an Advance of the Diſorders and Miſchiets which enlucd : 
And no Tragedy appears {o Confuſed, as the life of this good Princeſs. All 
her days were marked with ſome Revolt and Conſpiracy. They were 
Celcebrious by ſome Combat or Flight. There was nothing wanting to 
her buta Crown of Martyrdom, and God gave it her in England, after a 
Conflict of nineteen years, rendred in ſeveral Priſons, and determined at 
laſt upon a Scaffold, which was more Glorious to her then the Thrones 
ſhe had loſt. 


Moral 
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His Picture moves Compaſsion, andis of great Example: There is. 
* much to Deplore, yet moreto Imitate : And for the Inſtruction of 

eminent Fortunes, and the Conſolation of mean Ones, Greatnels is 
there Innocent and Unhappy. Mary Stewart conſerved her Innocence under 
two Crowns : And inthe Vaſtneſs of two Kingdoms, which ſhe loſt one 
atter the other, ſhe was much longer a Chriſtian, and with more Conſtan- 
cy then a Queen. 

On the one ſide this teacheth elevated Perſons, that there is no Conditi- 
on eſtranged from God, nor any Fortune rejeed by him, provided it be 
juſt. Thac the Union which makes Kings and Queens, doth nor ef. 
face that which Forms Saints and Holy Women. : That Palaces and ſtare- 
ly Manſions are not out of the Road of Heaven. That though Piery, 
Modeſty and Parience reſide not uſually at Court, yer they are no ſtran- 
gers there: And that Vertue is more Per{waſive and Exemplar upon a 
Fhrone, then in the Tub of the Cyauck. 

Likewiſe on the other fide they ſhould learn, from the Afictions of 
this great Queen, to makeleſs Account of Diadems which arctorn in pie- 
ces, of Scepters which are broken, and of Thrones which tumble down, 
x never ſo little touch'd by Fortune, then of the Grace of God, which was 
a Purple Robe that remained to this deveſted Queen, an Un&tion which 
is not obſcured in her Prifon, nor effaced with her Blood: A Crown 
. Which cannot be taken off with the Head. | » 

She was not only an Innocent and Vertuous,but an Unhappy and Perſe- 
cuted Queen: And thereby ſheteacheth both Great & Rich Ladies thatthere 
15 no Quality Priviledged in this Life. The Purple of Soveraigns hath its 
Thornes, as well as that of Roſes : Great Fortunes and great Structures 
have their Storms : Elevated Heads have their Tears, as Mountains have 
their Waters : And whatever Ambition makes us believe, the greateſt Sut- 
ferers are not upon Wheels : They fir upon Thrones invironed witch 
Balliſters. £ 

In fine, the ill Rumors which have been {pred of Mary Stewart, and the 
Inſolence of Calumny, which hath disfigured her, teach thole of her Sex 
and Condition, that no Vertue-nor Crown is free from detra&tion. Dogs 
indeed bark againſt the Moon which is ſo pure : Frogs croak againſt the 
Sun which is ſo beneficial and reſplendent. Monſtrous Figures, and the 
names of Beaſts have been impoſed on the Vertues of Heaven : And there 
isno Illuſtrious Planer, which hath not been accuſed of ſome Crime. 
However they take no Revenge : And what ſtains ſoever are laid upon 
them : What Vapours ſoever ariſe to them from the Farth, they ceale not 
to do good to the [mpoſtors which diſhonour them : they torbear not to 
_ Tnlighten the Earth which obſcures them. 

T here are other Conſiderations to be made here upon the Providences 
of God ; upon the Adyerlities of ſuffering Vertues and affliſted Innocence; 

upon 
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upon the Bleſſings and Advantages of thele Adverlities. But theſe Conſ1- 
derations are too Important, and too uſeful] to be ſhut up in ſo narrow a 
compals. T hey require more Leiſure and Extent: And if whole Volumes 
ſhould beimployed therein , I need not fear that the ſubſequent Queſtion 
would be caſt away. | | 
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MORAL QVESTION. 


Whether Great Ladres in Proſperity, benot in a better (ondi- 
twn then 1 boſe in Affliction. 


F is not only now adays that men finde ſomething to alledge againſt 

che Works of God, and that his Providence hath need of an Apology. 
In all Times there have been Impious Cenſurers and Blaſpheming Cri- 
ticks, who have fought out Defects in the Faireſt Pieces of the World ; 
and Dilorder in the Conduct and Motions thereof, The greateſt and moſt 
intupportable Ditorder in the opinion of thele conceited Men, is chat 
which they obferve in the diſtribution of the Bleſsings and Misfortunes of 
chis Life. If webelieve them in this Point,there is nothing but Trouble 
and Confuſion ; nothing bur unjuſt and irregular Hazards , nothing bur 
curnultuary and miſplaced Fortunes. Hail fall's equally upan the Harveſt 
of the Good and Wicked : Thunder beats down Churches, and ſpares 
Places of Debauchery. Winds are not more propitious , nor the Sea more 
calm and favorable to Pilgrims of the Holy Sepulchre, then to thoſe of 
Mechs : And it often happens that a Turk eſcapes the. lame Rock upon 
which a Chriſtian fuffters Shipwrack. They adde hereunto, that Violence 
is always Rich and Honoured, and Integrity ever Necelsitous and Del} piled. 
t hey di{cover under the Feet of Proud and Prodigal Rich men the Blood, 
Subſtance, and Livelthood of the Poor, which dye of Hunger. They ſhew 
the Places , and quote the Times where happy and Crowned Injuſtice 
made advantage of its Impiety, and Reigned with the contempt of God 
and Men : whil{t Innocence, loaden with Chains, and Executed, ex- 
hibited upon a Scaffold a SpeRtacle of its own Diſhonour and Puniſh- 
NENT. 
It is true thae ſuch Tragedies have been often feen: And lately alſo 
Elizabeth produced one very like in the Perlon of Mary Stewart, Enzland and 
Scotland asifted thereto with very difterent Paisions : And France ſaw it 
aiar off with Sighs and Tears. The Picture of this Hiſtory with which 
this Gallery is hniſhed, gives me occaſton to juſtifie here the Divine Pro- 
vidence in the Conductot this Innocent Princels, to dilclole to great La- 
dies under Aifliction and Sufferance the Riches which are hidgdea in Tri- 
bulations 
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bulations , and to perſwade them thart they are more happy, and in a ber- 
ter condition in ſufferance,then if they remained in a continued proſperity. 

I ſuppole thar it is more advantagious ro Women, tor whom I write, to 
be apparelled with Vertue then Vice : to be of the choſen number : Of 
thole whom God particularly cheriſhes, and prepares ro Glory; then to 
be left in the Crowd, without mark or degree, withour right or pretence 
to the future : And I believe that I have reaſon to ſuppole it. becauſe I 
write not under the Law of the Alchoran, nor in the time of Fables : 1 write 
under the Law of the Goſpel, and in the Age of Truth : And what I write 
will be read by Chriſtian Women, and not by Sultaneſſes : It will be read 
by Azatha's, by Catherin's, by Lucia's , and not by Stratonicas, by Cleopatra's, 
by Meſſalis. Now Adverlity is the proper ſtate of Vertue, and Vertuous 
perſons : It is the moſt commodious and favourable Treatment which 
God can uſe towards thole precious Souls which he cheriſhes with Parer- 
nal Love, and which he hath withdrawn out of the Crowd. It 1s the Le- 
gal Ornament and preparation of that Righteouſnels which he requires in 
his Spoules. And theſe their Advantages of Adverhity deſerve ar leaſt that 
we ſhould not caſt an ill look upon it, if we have not a mindto cheriſh it : 
They will deſerve that we ſhould receive it with patience, if we have not 
the Courage to meet it, and rejoyce at its arrival. 

Firſt, it 1s certain that bad times are the moſt proper for Vertue : Her 
good leafons are produced by Hayl-ſtorms and Wind, by War and Tem- 
peſts : Andif Adverfity be not her Mother , ſhe is at leaſt her Nurſe and 
Governeſs. You may lee ſome ſmooth-faced, adjuſted, and ſimpering 
Dame ſer out with holyed Grains and Chaplets ; diſguiſed with a con- 
ſtrained Modeſty, and with Tears ſqueezed out by force : And this dif- 
ſembling Creature would have her ſelf taken for Vertue. Bur you muſt 
not be miſtaken in her, ſhe is not Vertue : She is a counterfeit which 
would fain imitate her, but doth it unhand{ſomly , which Apes her, yet 
hath not one hair of her Head by which to reſemble her. Vertue, as ſome 
imagine, is not an idlequality, and addicted to eafe : A habit made for 
ſhew, compoſed of Countenances. lt is a laborious and active quality : 
It is a Warlike and Victorious habit : And wiſe men, to whom heretofore 
ſhe appeared, never ſaw her unarmed; they never ſaw her bur amidſt 
Thorns,and upon Mountains : They conceived that her Pallace was built 
with ſhipwracke pieces, with the remnants of burnt houſes, with great Oaks 
blacked and beaten down by ſtorms of Thunder. She muſt be furniſhed 
then with Contrarieties, that ſhe may labour , She muſt find reſiſtance 
which may exerciſe her, and give force to the vigour of her action : And 
if ſhe had no Adverſity nor Adverſaries, if all her hours were ſerene,and all 
her dayes, dayes of Peace, againſt whom would ſhe offer Combar ? In what 
ſeaſon would ſhe gain Victories 2 Upon whar Title would ſhe demand 
Crowns ? 

This concerns the generall duty of all ſorts of Vertues ; I ſay even of 
thoſe which are only induſtrious , which only labour exteriourly, and in 
a Mechanick way ; which are limited by Time and Matter. The Vertue of 

Yy a Pilot 
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a Pilot hath its chief action amidſt the tumult of turbulent Waves, and 
boyſterous Winds; amidlt the confuſion of the melting Heavens, and the 
rowring Seas. The Vertue of a Phylitian, and of Drugs, exprels their force 
upon mutulated members, and wounds, through which the blood flides 
away with life. By the ſame reaſon a Wraſtler is as no Wraſtler at a Ta- 
ble : and a Souldier is as no Souldier at a Ball. The Vertue of them both 
muſt be afſlaulted : It requires Reſiſtance and Adverlaries: it is atchieved by 
Sweat and Duſt, with Blood and Wounds. 

It is the ſame with Moral Vertue, nay with Chriftian Vertue, which is 
of an O1der tranſcending all the reſt. Her condition is to- labour and - 
hght, to part with her blood, and to receive wounds. And if this condi- 
tion {ſeem troubleſome to her, ſhe muſt remember, that in the liſt of this 
life the Prize and Acclamations of the Combar are nor reſerved for Spe- 
Rators; for thole lazie perſons Crowned with Flowers and Perfumes, 
who are content to look on quietly and art their eaſe. They are for thoſe 
that fight Couragioully, who mingle their blood and {ſweat with the duſt 
of the liſts, who ſhew great Hearts and great Souls by great Wounds, 

Bur Vertueis Innocent : And che wounds of the Innocent are more pain- 
full then thoſe of the Culpable. Such perſons as are wounded andover- 
come in the Liſts, ſuch as endure Rain and Wind in the Trenches, ſuch as 
leave their Arms and Legs upon a Breach, or in a pitchrt Battle, are not 
Criminals drawn out of a Dungeon or a Gally. And after all, if Wounds 
do ſo much torment this innocent Vertve, ſhe may lay down her Arms, . 
and depart out of the Liſts : She may alſo ſettle her ſelf if ſhe thinks good 
near to Voluptuouſneſs, paint and adorn her ſelf like her, take half of her 
Nolegayes and Pertumes; borrow her Looking-glaſs and Fan. But this 
once done, ſhe muſt no longer call her ſelt Vertue, nor pretend to Glory, 
and her Crowns. Beſides, Vertue never yet appeared effeminate, and vo- 
luptuous, nor painted or perfumed : And no perſon was ever ſcen to 
pretend to Glory, and run after her Crowns with a head covered over 
with painting, and loaden with Flowers, with a Fan in her hand, and a 
Looking-glals at her Girdle. | 

Atfiictions and Adverlities are then the proper ſtate of Vertue : as War 
is the proper ſeaſon of a Souldier ; as the Liſts is the proper place for him 
who pretends to the Prize. And therefore let us no longer {ay thar Inno- 
cent and Vertuous Women are unjuſtly afflicted : Let us no longer im- 
pute to hazzard and rumult, what is according to natural order,and placed 
in a juſt proportion. And let us learn once for all that if Vertue be in her 
right place, when ſhe is in Adverlity : if ſhe doth her duty when ſhe ſut- 
ters ; Ladies who follow her freely, and in good earneſt,cannor complain 
of their 11] Treatment, when God obligeth them to the ſame duty, and or- 
dains them to remain in the ſame ſtate. 

On the contrary, he cannot afford them a more important tryall of his 
Love, nor more efficacioully teſtifie that he hath the thoughts of Salvation, 
and the heart of a Father for them. Thereby he purifes and frees them 
from virious ſuperfluities : He deprives them of what adulterates and cor- 
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rupts : He prepares them for Crowns , and the Inheritance of a Future 
Life. Iris certain that there is no Vertue ſo pure, which hath not ſome 
ſtain : There is not any ſo ſound, which hath not ſome paat either infefted 
or indiſpoled : Andif this be true of Vertue, which faved her felt in the 
Deſert, which put off her ſhooes, and forſook with them the dirt and 
High-ways at the foot of the Mountain : Whar will become of that Ver- 
tue which reſides at Court and amongſt the great Ones ; which hath been 
nouriſhed with a dangerous and corrupted Fortune; which hath Dome- 
{tiques 15 much cryed down as Riches, as Scandalous and Debauch'd as 
Pleaſures ? 1s it polsible that ſhe ſhould be ſo ſound, and have ſo good Pre- 
ſervatives as the Ayr of the Court cannot corrupt her ? that ſhe ſhould ſuf- 
ter nothing from the Opinions and Cuſtoms ot Men ? that ſhe ſhould nor 
be infe&ted by the Contagion of Fortune ? that Riches ſhould nor puff up 
her Heart and Head ? that Pleaſures ſhould not beger in her Infirmity or 
Corruption ? Andif there be no Vertue ſo Vigorous, nor Reaſon {o well 
Fortified, which is able to reſiſt ſqznany things which ſpoil and corrupt ; 
I ask of a Lady, what uſage might be beſt for her in thar ſtate, and whar 
choice ſhe would make, it God had left it to her elf ? 7 hardly believe that 
ſhe would chooſeto be given over by the Phyſitian. The Ele&tion would 
not be much better, then if ſhe ſhould make choice of a Precipice: the 
Diſpute would not be about the End, but the way to it : And it ſhe had 
rather periſh by a Precipice, ſhe cannot do ir more certainly then by fick- 
nels. It remains then, that ſhe put her ſelf into the hands of the Phyſttian, 
and relye on him for the ordering of her Maladies and Wounds. 

But ſhe ſhould be very ignorant, if ſhe expected to be cured by him 
with divertiſements: with leaving her to her eaſe, with making her "7 
Do the Maladies of the Body become obedient to ſuch Remedies ? Do 
they heal her wounds with Leaves of Roſes,and the Oyl of Giſamia ? Do 
they not proceed againſt chem with Bitterneſs and Pain, with Irons and 
Fire ? Nevertheleſs theſe Wounds remain only in the Superhicies, and theſe 
Maladies are often cauſed by a grain of Sand which pains them, or by a 
drop of Humour ſlipt ont of irs place. And ſhall we likewiſe believe that 
Interiour and Spiritual Maladies ; that voluntary and inveterate Wounds 
will be cured with Ragouts and Perfumes, that they will pals away at 
Play or at Table ? Shall we beheve that the Friendly and Domeſtick Pal- 
ſions of the Soul, that Vices avowed by the Will, and habituated in the 
Heart will flie at the found of Muſick ; will be chaſed away by the {m,oak 
of a Perfuming Pan ? They will need bitter Potions and painful Incift- 
ons : They will require Remedies of Jron and Fire : And theſe Reme- 
dies of Jron and Fire are the Adverſities which God Ordains them, and 
which are profitably and ſucceſsfully applyed to them by Parience. Ir is 
much better then, for Ladies to be Purged and Cured by Adverfity, how 
diſtaſtfui ſoever her Medicines may be, then it by an unforcunate Indul- 
gence they were abandoned to Contagious Proſperity, which would com- 
pleat their Corruption. 

This ſo harſh Treatment, and painful in appearance, will be yer found 
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more wholſom and beneficial ; it we adde, that thereby they are prepared 
forthe Wedding of the Lamb, and for the Crowns of the other Life. We 
are not received at this Feaſt with foul Garments, and hands ſullied with 
dirt. And the faireft Head of the World which ſhould have but one ſtain 
will never be Crown'd there. It is neceſſary then for us to be purified be- 
fore we preſent our ſelves to this Feaſt : And thoſe Souls doubtleſs are the 
moſt happy which arrive there perfe&tly cleanſed. Belides that, they are 
not made to wait at the Gate, they have Purity here at a cheaper rate then 
in that Country. The fire of Adverſity, what hand ſoever inkindles it, 
what winde ſoever blows it, is not by much ſo ardent as the Fire of Purga- 
tory: And we are better Treated by Tribulation, nay by the moſt ſevere 
and harſh can be imagined, then by theſe purifying Devils, which,as a Ho- 
ly Father ſaith, Act the ſame thing upon Souls, as Fullers do upon Stuffs 
which are pur out to be Dyed. 

This ſo entire and perfect Purity ought to be accompanied with all the 
Features of an exact and compleat Beauty : And this Beauty alſo ought to + 
be Royallie endowed, and to havea large ſtock of Riches. Now the 
Beauty of a Soul, which is beloved of God, and hi- Holy Angels, is not 
formed with Paint and Plaiſter, with Silk and Flowers : She is framed by 
Maladies and Wounds : and her moſt delicate Painting ought to be com- 
poled both of Blood, Tears, and Aſhes. The Beauty of -St.Tecla was 
formed by Fire and the Claws of Lions : That of St. Apollonia by Elints, 
with which her teeth were broken : Thar of St. Cicilia by the boiling was . 
ter of a Furnace: Thar of S,. ( atharine by a Sword and a Wheel. And ge- 
nerally there is no Beauty in yeaven, which Adverſity hath not made, and 
Patience adorned. 

As for thoſe Riches which ſhould make up the Dowry of this Beauty , 
they are not the Fruir of a ſweet Life, nor the Revenue of Pleaſure and 
Pafſtime. The very Riches of the Earth, even thoſe groſs and Material 
Riches which belong tothe loweſt Story of the World, are Fruits of Ad- 
verlity, and arrive to us from the Tribulations and Aflidtions of Nature. 
Pearls and Coral are found in the Element of Tempeſts and Bitternels : 
Precious Stones are taken out of Precipices and Rocks : Gold and Silver 
are born Priſoners and in Dungeons : And it they be drawn our of their 
dark holes, itis to make them paſs through lron and Fire : it is to make 
chem ſuffer all the Puniſhments of Criminals. Certainly, it Terreſtrial 
and meer Imaginary Riches are the Fruics of Labour, and the Daughters 
of Adverlity, it would not be Juſt, that the Riches of the Minde, which 
form the Grear Saints of the Kingdom of God, and the quiet Poſleſfors 
of Eternity ſhould be the reward of Idlenefs, and the Heritage of De- 
lights. T hele Spiritual Riches then are the Inheritance and Revenue of Ad- 
verlity : And conſequently this harſh and Laborious Adverſity is more Be- 
neficial to great Ladies then Proſperity, which ſtain's and infeR's them; 
which lometimes even impoylon's,and ſtrangles them. 

Surely they would be very nice, if they did bear their good Fortune 
1mpartiently and with complaints : if they were wounded by their Orna- 
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ments : if they groancd under the Matter of their Crowns. Since Adver- 
ſity,is ſent them by the Bridegroom to prepare them for his Wedding ; It 
is very. juſt chat ar leaſt ſo good an Office ſhould make them relliſh che 
rudenels of its Hands, and the ſeverity of irs Countenance. Surely they 
wanld. weep. with a very ill Grace, if they lamented that preſſure which 
adornes them, Becauſeit loads them with Gold and Jewels : becaule it 
pricks them by faſtening on them Garlands and Crowns. They ſuffer in- 
deed the Torture on their Heads, and the Rack on their Bodies; they ex- 
poſethemſelves to Iron and Fire to appear Beautiful in the eyes of men : 
And-it would be truly a great ſhame that they ſhould pleaſe God with leſs 
Tronble, and-more at their Eaſe. But here is enough to juſtifie the: Provi- 
dence. of God, and to ſhew to Vertuous and Affiifted Ladies how high- 
ly they ought to eſteem the Grace and Riches of Tribulation. Ir remains 
ro:confirm them by a ſecond Example, which hath the ſame Features, and 
almoſt the ſame Colours as the farſt; and I hope it will have no leſs Force, 
nor prove-leſs perſwaſive, though it be leſs freſh, and more remote from 
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Margaret of eAnjou, Queen of England. 


theleſs they are Ornaments which Pain more then they Adorn.And I ve- 

much doubt that no Perſon would burthen himſelf with them, if their 
Thorns were viſible. However their Thorns are not ſo well hid, but 
that ſome of their Points ſtill appear: And beſides the ſecret Rack, and In- 
teriour Croſles which great Fortunes endure ; there are likewiſe Exteriour 
and Publick Ones, upon which by a particular Order of Divine Provi- 
dence they are Tormented in the {1ght of the World for the InſtruQtion of 
the People, who are preſent at their Sufferings. 

And in this Point the People ought to be advertiſed, that thele Punifh- 
ments of Great Perſons are not always Ordained for great Crimes. Riches 
are ſeen without Vice, as Gold without Braſs. There are Great Perlons, 
who like Great Planets have much Light, and very few Blemiſhes. And. 
yet very often the Crofles of theſe Grandees are more harſh and heavy 
then thoſe of Violent and Impious Rich Men ; then thofe of Bloody and 
Tyrannical Great Ones. God Ordains it in this manner, as I ſaid before, 
to prepare them for Crowns by Patience, and to leave unito Great Men un- 
der Perſecution, and to Great Ladies under Affliction, Examples of their 
Rank, and Models of their Condition : And becauſe there is an unmove- 
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able Parience which ſuffers quietly and without Action ; and a ſtirring 
and laborious Patience , which adds Action to Sufferance , it is juſt, that 
after the having given a Queen of Scotland for a Preſident of the firſt, I 
ſhould give a Queen of Enzland for the ſecond. ; 

Margaret of 4njou, Daughter to Rene King of Sicily, was one of the moſt 
Rare and Perfect Princeſles of her Age: And her Perte&tions moſtRareas 
they were received, not reſpected fre adverſe Fortune. She was deſcend- 
ed from the molt eminent Race of the World. Reeds are not beaten down 
by 1empeſts,bur the Branches of great Trees : She was one of the paireſt 
and mott Spiritual. Bur the. Planers which are ſo Beautiful and Governed 
by pure Spirits have their Defections and Ecliples : they are perſecuted by 
Miſts and dark Clouds, by Imprecations and Calumnies. She was Liberal 
and Beneficent. ls there any Bounty more laſting then that of Springs ? 
moredelated then thar of Rivers? Is there a greater Inclination to do 
g00d then that of the Earth? And yet we lee thar ſtones are caſt into pub- 
like Springs; and that all ſorts of Ordures are thrown into Rivers : We 
 feethar the Earth is beaten with Storms, trodden upon by Animals, torn 
up by men, impoveriſh'd and denuded once every year. There was no- 
thing then ſtrange and againſt the courle of the World in the Afictions 
of 1o Noble, lo Beautiful, ſo Able, and Magnificent a Princeſs : and 
Foitune did nothing againſt Her, whereof ſhe had nor Publike Examples 
in Nature. 

She was Married to Henry the Sixt King of England : and by this Mar- 
riage the Truce was continued berween rwo Neighbors, the greateſt Ene- 
mies inthe whole World, the moſt jealous of each other. The poor 
Princels did not long enjoy the Repole ſhe gave to the Publike: and it 


 hapnedtoheras ro Victims, which bear the Sorrows of the People for 


whom they are Sacrificed. The Nuptials were Celebrated at Nancy with 
great Preparations of Carrouſels and Tourtiaments, according to the Mode 
of the Cavaliers of thattime, who were only acquainted with Valiant and 
Manly Delights ; with Paſtimes which equalled Bartels , and produced 
rrue Victories. Wherein ſurely, to ſpeak this by the way , they were 
more Cayaliers, and Men at Arms then thoſe of our days, who know no 
other Carreers then Racing, nor other Tournaments then Dancing, who 
have Efteminared Viagnihcence , and taken away from Sports and Diver- 
tilements, all that they had of Noble and Military. 

Margaret being paſled into England, found not there the fame Sweetneſs 
and Tranquility ſhe had left in France. Not that ſhe was one of thoſe ill 
lodg'd Perſons, who have always either Rain or Smoak in their Houles. 
And Her Marriage was none of thoſe Tyrannical Yoaks and Torturin 
Chains, which a certain Perſon wiſhed to his Enemy inſtead of a Gibber 
and Halter. She enjoyed at Home a moſt pure Calm, and without Con- 
fulion : and her Marriage felt nothing Heavy or Incommodious. The 
King her Husband had all the Qualities of a good Man, and a good 
Prince : But being born under a very Contagious Conſtellation, and of a 
very Malevolent Influence, the Queen his Wite failed not to he vain 
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\ therein, andto have her ſhare of the Poiſon and bad Fortune. She pa- 
tiently received all that fell upon her. Beſides,ſhe joyned Grace with Pa- 
tience : And being indued with a pleaſing Humour and a Gallant Spirit, 
ſhe made Anſwer to ſuch as lamented her Condition, That having taken 
upon her Marriage Day the Role of. England ſhe ought to bear it intire,and 
with all 1ts T horns. 

Moreover King Henry had a great inclination to Repoſe, and no Aver- 
fion to Pleaſure. The Mildnels and Indifferency of his Spirit did not 
Correſpond with the Functions of Regality , which required Courage 
and Reſolution. Noile and Stirs made him wry his Head; and when things 
were in his own choice, he contented himſelf ro have Eaſe and Repole for 
his part, andleftto his Favourites and Miniſters of State, the Authority 
with the Trouble, and Aﬀeairs with the Tumulr. 

| This Softand Slothtul Life afflicted the Queen, who had a High and 
Active Spirit, Noble and Manly Thoughts ; and a Head as Capableto 
fill a Crown as any Prince of Her Time. Not that ſhe did not affect the 
| Repoſe of her Husband, and wiſhed him his Hearcs Content. Burt her 

Love being Magnanimous, and of the Completion of her Heart, ſhe 
would have rather liked in him a Glorious Activenels, and accompanied 
with Dignity , then this ſtupid Repole, and theſe miſ-becoming Eaſfes, 
which Diſhonoured him. Truly this Prince, though otherwiſe good, was 
not beloved by his Subjects : And his Reputation bore the brunt of all 
the Faults of his Favourites and Miniſters of State. The Revolt of the 
Grandees , the Seditions of the People, the Mutinyes of the Mayor of 
London (who was then a Popular Soveraign, and a King of the third E- 
Rate) and generally all the Diſorders of his Kingdom were cloaked with 
this Pretence. 

All theſe Commotions grieved the Queen : Burt they did not affrighr 
her.She haſtned till with the farſt ro the moſt wavering Places : and where 
Power and Anthority might ſtop any Diſorder. Her principal Effort was 
upon the Kings Spirit : '* She continually repreſented ro him , and with - 

_ © Prefling and Efficacious Terms, that the Repole of Kings confiſted not 
« ;n the ſoftneſs of their Bed, bur in the ſtability of their Thrones. Thar 
© the Throne could nor be ſecure, if Eſteem and Authority do not Sup- 
© port it : And that Eſteem which arileth from Action and Authority, 

© which grows from Courage, are loſt by Sloth and Softneſs : that Aﬀairs 
« aretruly very ponderous; bur that this Weight procures the Stability of 
« Aﬀairs : And thar there could be nothing more Fickle and Torttering - 
© then a King, who diſcharges himſelf of all char lies heavy upon him. 
© Thar it wereto Act a very bad part, to play the Titular King ; and to 
* Reign by Agents and Deputies : That Authority Subſticured , and our 
« of its Place, is weak, and without vigour: And the Scepter which 
* hath Force,and begets reſpect inthe Hand of a Prince, is ealily broken in 
* the hands of a Subject, and Reſembles a Scepter in a Play. 
| Theſe and other like Remoiiſtrances, accompanied with the Eloquence 
of Beauty, and the Perſwaſion of Love, Fortified the Kings Spirit, and 
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made him takea firm Reſolution to Reign for the Future without a Subſti- 
cute, and to Act of himſelf. He Reſumed that Authority, which he had 
conferred on his Uncle, Humphry Duke of Gloceiter : And he called back 
all Aﬀairs to his own Conduct : And thereby it appeared how Imploy- 
ments Prote& thoſe whom they burthen : And how Authority Supports 
and Settles thoſe whom it Loads. The poor Duke of Gloceſter was no 
ſooner put out of Office and Authority , but his Enemies, which be- 
fore did not ſo much as ſhake him, did now overthrow him : And with- 
in a ſhort time after his pall, he was ſtrangled in Priſon by a Sudden and 
Illegal Execution. | 

1 he Faction of the White Roſe, which could not endure the Odour of 
the Flower de Luce, and beheld with regret a French Woman lo abſolute 
in England, failed not to charge her with the Contrivance of this Death. 
And awhile after, the Danger of Richard Earl of Warwick, who was Aſ- 
ſaulted neer London by the Kings Guards, and thruſt into the Thames, gave 
Occaſion and Authority to this Calumny. * The Earl of Salisbury, his Fa- 
< ther, and Kichard Duke of York, Head of the White Roſe, made there- 
. © upon ſeveral Maniteſts by Word of Mouth, and Publiſhed inthe Coun- 
* try and Cities, that this piece was deviſed by the Queen, who had un- 
« dertaken to cut off the Arms of England, and to deprive it, with its beſt 
«© Blood, both of Strength and Spirit, cothe end ſhe might deliver it up to 
« France. That ſhe began not her Work amiſs. And that if the end of 
the Enterpriſe ſhould Correſpond with the beginning; if the Great 
Ones did not look better to themſelves, then the Duke of Gloceſter, and the 
Earl of Warwick had done, in a ſhort time not one drop of good Blood, 
nor one ſingle Noble part would be left in the Body of the Stare. 

The good Queen was very far from entring into theſe Tragical Thoughts: 

And though ſhe truly wiſhed Authority and Power to the King her Hul- 
band. yer ſhe did not wiſh him ſuch anAuthority,as might be hated and [a- 
mented, nor {uch a Power as might cauſe Deſolation and Ruines. Beſides, 
leſs was it in her Thoughts to procure the Deſtruction of that Tree upon 
which ſhe her ſelf was Grafted. And if-ſhe bore much Aﬀection to the Stem 
of her Race which was in France, ſhe had much more tor its Flower and 
Fruit which were in England. She oppoſed nothing to theſe Rumors, but 
the voice of her own Conſcience, which ſpake lowder then Calumny,and 
juſtified her before God, againſt the Impoſtures of Men. 

Nevertheleſs Calumny found ſo much Matter prepared to take Fire; 
and blew lo hotly, and effeQtually upon this Matrer, as it grew into a great 
Flame, which was liketo burn all England, if France had known how to 
entertain it, and make Advantage of this Occaſion and Diſorder. The 
Accident befallen the Earl of Warwick , and the new Authority of the 
Duke of Somerſet, ſerved for a Pretence to Ambition; and were the Spe- 
cious and Superficial Cauſes of the War. The Duke of York, accompa- 
nied by the Earl of Sal#bury, and followed by all the Faction of the White 
Role, railed a powerful Army ; and ordered it to march directly to London. 


The King took the Field on his part, with the Party of the Red Roſe, and 
with 
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with all the Forces he could draw together. The Battel was Fought at 
Northampton : And God who is not pleaſed that juſt Right ſhould always 
prevail , and that Fortune ſhould follow Vertue every where, permitted 
the Royal Army to be Defeated, and the King himlelf to be taken Priſo- 
ner by che Rebels. 

The Duke of Jork grown inſolent by his Victory, brought him in Tri- 
umph to London, and cauſed him to be ſhut up in the Tower.Seeing him- 
ſelf ſecured on that fide , he put off his Mask of colourable Pretences, 
wherewith he began the War: And Repreſented to the Parliament'the 
double Right his Houſe and Fortune gave him to the Crown. Force in 
like Occaſ1ons isa powerful Piece, and ViEtory an Eloquent Advocate. 
However the Parliament yielded not wholly to Force and Victory : It 
reſpected the Vanquiſhed Right ; and durſt not Degrade Majeſty, though 
deveſted, and loaden with Chains. The Reſolution of the Parliament 
was, that during the Life of Henry, the Duke ſhould reſt ſatisfied with 
the Title and Functions of Lieutenant General of the Kingdom ; and thar 
the Crown {ſhould pals by Sncceſsinn to his Son, Fdward Farl of Marche, to 
the Excluſion of the Houſe of Lancaſter. —” 

A greater Affliction could not befall the Queen ; ſhe ſaw het Enemies 
upon the Throne, the King her Husband in Priſon,and under the hands of 
an Executioner ; the Prince her Son publikely Degraded, and Excluded 
from the Crown by a Solemn Decree. All that could have Supported her 
in this Revolution, was either fallen or tottering : And except her Cou- 
rageand Hopes, which Fortune was not able to caſt down , there was 
nothing about her but Shipwrack'd pieces of a ruined Greatneſs.Bur afflict- 
ed Vertue doth not waſte her ſelf in outcryes and tearing her hair : She 
knows how to Diſcipline Afﬀfiction, and animate Grief : ſhe knows how 
to ſet together broken pieces, and conteſt with Ruins. 

The Couragious Queen made this uſe of it : And inſtead of exhauſting 
her ſelf by vain Complaints,and Superfluous Tears : Inſtead of Imputing 
her Miſhap to the Planets, or accuſing Fortune, ſhe thought ro overcome 
in Deſpite of the Planets and Fortune; and began to Levy new Troops. 
To ſupply the Dete&t of Money which ſhe wanted, the grace of her 
Speech and Countenance ſerved in-lieu of Pay to the Souldiers : And this 
Honourable Payment left a ſting in the moſt benummed Souls, and infu- 
ſed Boldneſs into the moſt peartul. Not 'believing that ſhe might hand- 
ſomly commit to Lieutenants an Aﬀair which concerned the Freedom of 
the King her Husband, and the Deſtiny of her Houle, ſhe reſolved to 
take part in the Danger , and attempr in Perſon againſt Fortune. She pur 
her ſelf then in the Head of her Army,and marched dire&ly to York, where 
the Forces of the Enemy were Encamped. 

England never ſaw an Army which had a more Beautiful Leader : Nor 
did it ever ſee any one Fight with more Courage. The Duke of Tork, who 
Muſtered above Ten thouſand Men, perſwading himſelt that he might 
purchaſe a young Queen at a cheap Rate, went to meet her againſt the ad- 
vice of his Commanders, and preſently expoſed the Buſineſs ro a general 

7 Bartel. 
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Barrel. It cannot be expreſs'd what the Queen effetted by the Greatneſs 
and Courage of her Words , by the fire of her Eyes, by the boldneſs of 
her Looks, and of her whole Perſon. She infuſed Courage, Ardour, and 
Impetuoſity into her People : She ſeemed to give cven Senſe, Activity and 
Addrels to their Weapons.If Yiftory her ſelf had Marched before them, in 
the Equipage and Lightnings which our Imagination aſcribe to her , ſhe 
could not have done more. The Rebels received a total Overthrow: The 
Duke of York taken with his Son, the Earl of Ratland, and the Earl of Sa- 
lisbury paſled through the hands of the Executioner. T heir Heads were 
 expoledupon the Walls of York on the point of threeSpears; To the end 
the Example might make a greater ſhew, and be the more Famous ; and 
thar Rebellion might be inſtructed afar oft, and with the more Terrour. A 
Crown of Paper begirting the Dukes Head, was the panicular Mark and 
Puniſhment of his vain Pretenſtons. 

This firſt Viftory raiſed the Queens Heart without Impriding it : And 
the new Greatneſs ſhe added to it, was a Solid and Modeſt Greatneſs; a 
Greatneſs of Deſ:gns, and Hopes, and no puffed up and vain-glorious 
Greatneſs. Not being able to think her ſelf Victorious, as long as the King 
her Husband remained a Prifoner, ſhe reſolved to paſs through all Dan- 
gers to break open his Priſon , or expire at the Gare. This Reſolution 
taken, ſhe ſteers her courſe towards London : Meets the Earl of Warwick, 
who led a gallant Army , and augmented by the Defeat of the Earl of. 
Pembroock : Couragioully Attaqu-s and Routs him, enters London, Crowned 
with two Victories : draws her Husband out of the Tower , and repla- 
ceth him upon the Throne wich the general Applauſe of the People. Cer- 
tainly if there be no Victories ſo pleaſing, as thoſe which are bleſſed by 
the Unhappy ; and whereat Captives rejoyce even in their Priſons, and I- 
rons ; ſurely it was with a ſweet and pleaſing Tranſport, that this Victori- 
ous Princeſs broke her Husbands Chains, drew him out of Priſon, and 
replaced the Crown upon his Head. And whatever is ſaid in order to the 
Glory of Ancient Triumphants, though they entred Rome with more Pomp 
and Tumult , yet certainly they did not enter with a more Pure or 
Lawful Joy,then that of Margaret when ſhe entred the Tower of London. 

Burt the Joy of this World hath wings as well as Fortune : And like 
her, rides much way, and lodges in few Places. Scarce was Henry well 
acquainted with Liberty and his new Kingdom ; ſcarce was he replaced 
upon his Throne, when he underſtood that all the Thorns of the White 
Roſe were not pluckt out: And that Edward Earl of March, Heir tothe Ambi- 
tion of his Fatherthe Duke of York, and Succeſſor to his Enterpriſes, ad- 
vanced with a Poweriul Army to finiſh what his Farther had but reugh- 
drawn. He was nor advited to expect him, nor to confide in the People of 
London; an uncertain & Capricious Monſter which had too little Courage, 
and roo many Heads: And he was induced to hope,that he ſhould find ber- 
ter. Terms from Fortune, then from ſo Inconſtant and Wilde a Beaſt. He 
Marched torch accompanied by his Wife, the Duke of Somerſet, and all 
the Body of his Party, And doubtleſs, if he had not made the more haſte 
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to get out, the leaſt that could happen was to be ſhut up in the Tower of 
London, and to behold from thence the Coronation of his Rival, and the 
ſame A pplauſes which were before given him by all the People. 

Edward himſelf, though newly Crowned, did not truſt ro the new Af- 
fection of this People; and did nor believe himſelf ſure of any thing , if 
he had not Fortune and ViRory on his ſide. He followed Henry by long 
Marches : And Henry facing about,the Armies gave each other ſo rude and 
forcible a Shock, as Thirty thouſand men fell onthe Place. Henry being 
cotally Defeated, ſaved himſelf in Scotland with the Queen : And the 
Queen whoſe Heart was ſtill Armed and Couragious, paſſed over into 
France, from whence a while after, ſhe returned into Scotland with two 
thouſand Men, commanded by Brezel Seneſchal of Normandy. Henry 
ſtrengthened by this Succour, and that wherewith Scotland, his new Ally, 
furniſhed him,returned again into England, with more Right and Courage, 
then good Succeſs. He was again Defeated by the Marquis of Montague, 
who Commanded King Edwards Forces: And his Overthrow was ſo 
great, that the Queen was enforced to ſave her ſelt in a Wood, with her Son 
the Prince of Wales. | 

The Event ſhewed, that Fortune expected her there to offer her an Aft- 
front, Not being able to overcome her Honourably, and deprive her of 
Courage by a fair War, ſhe underrook to diſpoſlels her of it by the hands 
of a Murtherer: And peradventure ſhe had been there Aſſaſsinated, if For- 
tune had not meant to {port yet longer with her, and reſerve her for other 
Outrages. It was no novelty with her to Diſpoil a poor Queen : Ir is 
her oſual Paſtime in all Countries, and at all times : And nothing is ſeen 
every where but Ranſackt Kings, nothing but denuded Princes, nothing 
but Rich Men impoveriſhed, who complain of her Robberies. Bur it hath 
| not Yet hapned that a King, much leſs a Queen, ſhould be ſo unworthily 
Treated. Certain Villains, who found her in a by-corner, drawn by the 
Dignity of her Countenance, and the ſparkling of her Jewels and Gar- 
ments, Robbed her with ſo little Compaſlsion , and uſed ſuch Brutiſh 
Violence towards her, that if any thing delivered her out of their Hands, 
it was the Quarrel which aroſe amongſt them about the diviſion of 
the Spoil. 

Whilſt they were fighting, the Queen whom all theſe frightful Faces, 
and ſo many naked Swords could neither Terrifie nor Amaze, took up the 
Prince her Son in her arms, and caſt her ſelf with him into the thickeſt 

art of the Forreſt. Another was found there, whom evidently Fortune 
þad placed in Ambuſh to do her more Injury, then all that ſhe had already 
ſuffered. Bur the Graces and Majeſty, nay the Afflicted Graces, and half 
naked Majefty, were for this once more Powerful then Fortune. The 
Queen ſeeing him approach, advanced with a ftedfaſt pace, and a Counte- 
nance of Authority ; And preſenting to him her Son, whom ſhe carried, 
ſaid ro him in Soveraign Words, and with a Commanding Tone : 
© Friend, receive from my hand the Son of thy King, and the Heir of the 
*Kingdom, I give thee the whole State to be carryed with him : ſave 
| £2 2 © them 
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«© them borh from Rebellion and Fortune, which purſue them. She ſaid no 
more; the Graces and Majeſty ſpakethe reſt : And what is wonderfull, the 

Graces without Ornament, and Majeſty without a Crown and Precions 
ſtones, humbled this Barbarous Fellow, and perſ{waded him that it was a 
Queen who ſpake to him. He took the little Prince into his Armes, and 

going before the Queen, guided her ſo happily through by-ways,as he pre- 
ently brought her to the Sea {1de. 

Truly this was a ſtrange Game of Fortune, or to ſpeak more Chriſtian- 
ly,it wasa pleaſing SpeCtacle ro Providence, to behold a Great queen, 
Grand-childe to lo many Kings a Fugitive, half. naked, and ſtraying in a 
Forreſt like a Vagabond; following on foot a Thief, who alone ſerved 
for her Querries and Guards, who was all her Train and Court, and in 
this deplorable Condition, which begor pitty even in Barbarity it ſelf, to 
conſerve her Hopes and Reſignation , and ſtill bleſs Providence in whoſe 
hight ſhe had been Deſpoiled. 

As ſoon as ſhe came to the Sea-ſhore, ſhe pur her ſelf with her Son into 
a Fiſhermans Boar, which carried her to Sluce ; from thence ſhe paſled in- 
to France and Lorayne ; And through all places where ſhe paſſed, ſhe was 
ſhewn to the People as a Celebrious May-game oft Fortune, as a Rich 
picce of Shipwrack, as a great Head fajlen off from a great Colloſſus. But | 
though this great Head were fallen;yet it remained Entire. The Wind which 
thiew it down, had only diſplaced it : And likewiſe after her Fall ſhe 
kept the Dignity of her former Features, and the Majeſty of her Coun- 
renance. | Tp 

Edward alſo feared her more thus Fugitive and Deveſted, as ſhe was then 
he did all the Houſe ot Lancaſter, Supported by all Scotland, and by an en- 
tire Moyetie of England. She raifed all the money ſhe could in France, and 
repall'd the Sea under the Condudt of the Earl of Warwick, who Irritated 
by che Attempt Edward had made upon the Chaſtity of his Daughter , re- 
leaſed Henry out of that Priſon into which he had caſt himſelf, our of the 
Impatience he had to return into his Kingdom before his time, and ina 
diſguiſed Habir. 

T his ſecond Voyage of the poor Queen, was not more Fortunate then 
che firſt : ſhe Arrived not in England but to be preſent at the Defear of her 
Son; and at the puniſhment of her Husband. Her Son was overthrown 
in his firſt Advance, and periſhed in the Battel of Teuxbury. Her Husband 
was ſtrangled in the Tower of London, and had the Duke of Gloceſter for 
his Executioner. As for the Queen, Edward Confined her to a Priſon, where 
her Courage and Conſtancy Adted their laſt Part, which was no leſs-pain- 
full chen the former, though done with leſs Noiſe, and in Repoſe : And it 
laſted rill her Father King Rene ſent fifty chouſand Crowns for her Ran- 

ſom which ſer her at Liberty. 
Formy ownpart, I could not cloſe this Gallery with the Picture of a 
more Gallant and Couragious,more Active and Patient, more Reſplendent 
or Exemplar Vertue. You may finde Inſtruction there, both for Low and 
High Conditions, tor Proſperous and Afflifted Fortunes, for Meh as well 
as 
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as Women. Such as are upon the Earth, and in the Low Story of the 
World, will learn from hence to Content themſelves with the Repoſe and 
Security of a mean Fortune, which 1s not ſubject ro Agitations and Falls ; 
and not to Aﬀect Tumult and Storms which paſs over their Heads. Suche 
as remain in the high Region, will learn, not to make ſo great Account of 
an Embroidered and Tottering Greatneſs, expoſed to Tempeſts and Preci- 
pices, Famous by its Shipwracks and Ruins. And when they ſhall per- 
ceive, that only Glittezing things are ſubje&t to be broken, that elevared 
Ones are liable to Falls, and ſuchas are ſwoln up, do only burſt aſunder; 
they will be affrighted with that which is the macter of their Vanity, and 
will apprehend their Splendor, Elevation, and Pride. Moreovet Proſpe- 
rous Fortunes are advertiſed hereby of their own Inconſtancy and Frailty, 
and the Unhappy, of the Patience they ought to have, and of the Merits 
they, may Acquire. 

In fine, Menand Women of what Gold or Earth ſoever their Fortunes are 
Compoſed, and in what Story ſoever of the World they are lodged,ought 
to be inſtructed. by this Example,that no Condition or lazy Vertue can be 
Priviledged in this Life : Thar the Carreer of Adverſities is open to all ſorc 
of Perſons: That Providence Aſsigns to every one the Rank and Function 
which is proper to him : That there is no Victory whichis not preceded 
by ſome Combat, and that it is a very great ſhame, that Chriſtians ſhould 
endure ſo many Afflictions, and expoſe themſelves to ſo many Dangers 
for a handfull of Flowers which laſt bur a day , for a Perfume which is 
diſperſed by the firſt blaſt of Wind; for a Crown of Glaſs which may 
break every moment : And that for Inſatiable and endleſs Delights,and for 
a Solid and Eternal Glory, they ſhould fear to endure bur che pricking of 
a Theme. 


THE END. 
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